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 SUMMARY 

 

My doctoral research project aims to make a comparative study between the evolution 

of the Romanian Orthodox Church and the Autocephalous Greek Orthodox Church in the 

contemporary period 1948-2008. The two orthodox churches have developed in two states 

that in this contemporary period have known different political systems, finding themselves 

today, by means of historical evolution, within the political, economic and cultural borders of 

the European Union. 

I have used the term “autocephalous church” because in the political-geographic space 

of Greece we encounter multiple types of ecclesiastical jurisdiction. Hence, continental 

Greece is divided into three territories: the monastic republic of Mount Athos, the New 

Territories from Northern Greece to Larissa – having a double subordination, the 

metropolitans being part of the Holy Synod of the Autocephalous Greek Orthodox Church, 

but they are spiritually under the jurisdiction of Constantinople; and the Archbishopric of 

Athens and All Greece which includes Southern Greece and Peloponnese. In insular Greece, 

there is the semi-autonomous Church of Crete and the Dodecanese which are under the 

jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 1 

The Romanian orthodox Church, as we know it today, only steps onto the historical 

stage after December 1st 1918, the moment of the reunification of all the provinces inhabited 

by Romanians in a single territory of the Romanian national united state. At the end of the 

XIXth century and the beginning of the XXth, the Romanians were divided into four distinct 

ecclesiastical bodies: the Church from the Old Kingdom – made of the Mitropoly of Moldavia 

and Ungrovlachia, the Church of the Romanians from Transylvania – Mitropoly of Sibiu, the 

Church of Bukovina and the Church of Bessarabia. The first three entities were autocephalous 

Churches, while the Church of Bessarabia was a bishopric of the Russian Orthodox Church. 2 

The Transylvanian and the Old Kingdom Churches are relevant to the contemporary 

organization of the Romanian Orthodox Church, thus we will present some of their aspects 

                                                 
1 G., Papathomas,  L’ Église de Grèce dans l’ Europe unie, Katerini 1998, p.214 
2  In 1812 the Tsarist empire annexes the territory situated between the rivers Prut and Dniester 

belonging to the principate of Moldavia, and it abolishes the Romanian administration both political and 
ecclesiatical. 



and then move on to the defining elements of the Romanian Orthodox Church Statuses 

between 1918-2008, which in 1925 became the Romanian Patriarchate. 

At the end of the XIXth century and the beginning of the XXth, the Romanian 

Orthodox Church of Transylvania had an ecclesiastical, national, social, cultural but also 

economic function. Based on the status of autonomy bestowed by the government of Vienna 

by the Law of 1868, at the initiative of metropolitan Andrei Şaguna, a new organization status 

was issued which allowed the development of their own management bodies having similar 

prerogatives to state institutions. In 1918, the Romanian Orthodox Church of Transylvania 

was a structure well-adjusted to the requirements of its contemporary society. 

In the Old Kingdom – Wallachia and Moldavia – the political power attempted to 

subordinate the Church to its own interests. Under the influence of the ideas of the French 

Revolution, the politicians saw a sign of obscurantism and downfall in religion and hence 

refused to allow the Church to have an active and autonomous role in the modernisation of the 

Romanian Principalities. Prince Alexandru Ioan Cuza (1859-1866) is the initiator of a series 

of measures that lead to the nationalisation of church goods but, at the same time, he made the 

first legal endeavours for founding a Synod of the Romanian Orthodox Church. 

The current work is structured in three chapters meant to provide an image of the 

subject matter in three historical periods of the two Churches. The chronological boundaries 

of the three chapters were established in relation to the events that marked the history of the 

two countries, Romania and Greece, events that also affected the evolution of the canonical 

organisation of the two Churches through the relationships that existed between the Church 

and the state in each of the periods. Each chapter has a structure that emphasizes the historical 

frame of the two states in the studied period and a presentation of the two Churches’statuses. 

The first chapter presents the period from after the Second World War until the mid-

1960s. The years 1948-2008 could not be understood without a brief presentation of the way 

in which the canonical organization of the two Churches evolved from the moment in which 

they obtained their Autocephaly to the beginning of the historical interval under study. This 

being considered, the first chapter starts with the chronology of the historical evolution of the 

Church of Greece and the Romanian Orthodox Church from the moment when each of them 

obtained its Autocephaly until 1948. The other subchapters do a comparative presentation of 

the dynamics of the ecclesiastical structure in the Archbishopric of Athens and the Romanian 

Patriarchate in the first two decades after the Second World War. It is in this period that we 



encounter the attempts to reorganize the Church of Greece once the Greek state returns to be a 

constitutional monarchy and the reorganization of the Romanian Orthodox Church triggered 

by the atheist political system that had been installed in Romania. The Greek state had a 

difficult period after the Second World War, the first years after the global conflict being 

dominated by a civil war. 

Romania was under the reach of the U.S.S.R. and the Romanian state was organized as 

a communist, atheist state in which the political power brutally interfered with the cultural 

life. The Romanian Patriarchate adopted a new status during this period, one that governed 

the life of the Romanian church. This organization status of the Romanian Orthodox Church 

is the one that ruled the life of the church for more than half a century, until after the 1990s. 

The second chapter studies the period of the 1970s, a time in which Romania enters 

the second stage in the evolution of the communist totalitarian state, and Greece also enters an 

era of the totalitarian state, paradoxically generated by the imminent danger of the arrival of a 

communist party. 

Between 1964 and 1967 the political system of both Romania and Greece was similar, 

namely a dictatorship. Greece faced a military dictatorship and in Romania a new communist 

regime was installed, the Ceau�escu era that would dominate until 1990. 

The Greek state was dominated for almost a decade by a political regime ruled by the 

military that were motivated to take the power by the urge to avoid the installation of a 

communist political regime. The military junta aimed for a reformation of the Greek society, 

its slogan being that of returning Greece to the Greeks. The actions meant to reform the Greek 

society directly targeted the Archbishopric of Athens, the first move being that of forcing 

some undesirable hierarchs to retire, the most important of them was the Archbishop of 

Athens and the Metropolitan of Megara who had been Archbishop of Athens in 1962. 

A second reforming measure of the ecclesiastical structures in the Archbishopric of 

Athens was adopting a new organization status of the Church of Greece, one that specified 

some absolutely new elements: 

- Enforcing the age of 72 as an age at which any hierarch, including the Archbishop 
of Athens was to retire. 

- The instauration of tenured archbishops and metropolitans. 
- Adopting a provision according to which for a period of three years since the 

adoption of this status, the Permanent Holy Synod took over most of the 



attributions of the Holy Synod of the hierarchy, thus becoming the supreme leading 
body of the Archbishopric of Athens. 

These provisions generated a permanent conflict between the majority of the hierarchs 

still holding their positions and the leadership of the Greek state, conflict that only ended 

when the military regime collapsed after the tragic events of November 1973 in which an 

important number of students lost their lives. Once the military dictatorship was abolished, the 

Archbishop of Athens retired, hence offering the chance to a normal relationship between the 

state and the Church according to the holy canons.  

In the period between 1964 and 1974 Romania installed the second communist 

regime. Until 1968 the communist state followed a policy of amnesty for the prisoners who 

had been condemned for crimes against the state order since 1948, among the ones who 

regained their freedom were also numerous orthodox priests. 

In this period the Romanian Patriarchate attempts to restore the unity of the Romanian 

community in the U.S.A, by creating one orthodox bishopric for the Romanians in the 

diaspora. Unfortunately this endeavor failed as the Romanian Patriarchate supported a 

missionary bishopric based in Chicago while the traditional diaspora in the USA and Canada 

remained faithful to the Bishopric in Vatra. 

The third chapter describes the period between 1974 and 2008 which marks the return 

of Greece to a democratic state, the last part of the communist totalitarian state and the period 

after the year 1990 in Romania. In what the dynamics of the ecclesiastical structures in the 

Archbishopric of Athens in the Church of Greece is concerned, this period represented the 

return to a more canonic relationship between the Church and the State until the 1980s, but 

also the attempt of a government, paradoxically elected through a democratic vote, to impose 

certain unilateral measures to the Church. Thus, a new Constitution is adopted with articles 

referring directly to the Church of Greece and also a new status of the Church of Greece is 

adopted which is still effective today. There were two separate stages in what the relationship 

between the Greek Church and State is concerned: 1974-1980 when they return to organizing 

the grounds of a parliamentary democracy of the Greek state; and 1980-1990 a decade marked 

by a major conflict between the Archbishopric of Athens and the government of the Greek 

state. 

The decade between 1980 and 1990 was the last period in which important events 

happened related to the evolution of the canonic organization of the Archbishopric of Athens 



and the redefining of the relationships between the Church of Greece and the Greek state. In 

this period the Greek government attempted to impose certain unilateral measures through 

which it targeted a reform of the Church of Greece, measures that triggered a conflict between 

the Church and the state. Due to the fact that there were no events to mark the dynamics of the 

ecclesiastic structures in the Archbishopric of Athens after the 1990s, the presentation of the 

decade 1980-1990 concludes the study on the evolution of the canonical organization of the 

Archbishopric of Athens in the modern era. 

From 1974 until 2008 the Romanian Orthodox Church passes through two different 

periods: the years 1980s-1990s in which we witness the brutal interference for various reasons 

of the communist state in the invaluable architectural heritage by demolishing places of 

worship; and the period after 1990 when, due to the return to a democratic state, the Church 

manages to manifest itself freely, the year 2008 naturally marks the adoption of a new 

organization status according to the historical, political and social realities of present 

Romania. 
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