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Presentation of the doctoral thesis’ subject and of the fundamental theoretical principles       

The doctoral thesis analyzes the migration processes that take place in Republic of Moldova, 

against the backdrop of the latest discussions about the relationship between migration and 

development, and the development potential that economic migrants and their organizations from 

different destination countries might have for their origin country. Hence, the main three topics that 

constitute the core of the paper are: (1) migration and the dynamics of the migration-development 

nexus, (2) insights regarding the role and the contributions of migration to the development of their 

country of origin and (3) the relationship or the rapports that migrants coming from Republic of 

Moldova have with their country of origin. All three aspects have been analyzed and interpreted 

through the theoretical glances provided by the academic literature on diaspora and transnationalism. 

The first part of the paper systematizes the available academic literature to facilitate the 

contextualization and understanding of the theoretical framework of the topics discussed in the next 

sections. The paper starts with a chapter presenting a description of the theories about migration 

processes, also including several newer and innovative theories from the literature in this field such 

as the neoclassical paradigm on migration with several of its main approaches, including the 

neoclassical economic perspective, the theory of pull-push factors and the dual or segmented labor 

market theory; the historical-structural paradigm on migration with the world systems theory and the 

migrant network theory; the new economics of labor migration, the transitional mobility theory and 

the migration systems theory. Several criticisms and additions concerning the most significant 

theoretical perspectives have been included in this chapter, in order to differentiate the 

epistemological inconsistencies encountered for decades by the members of the scientific community 

interested in studying the migration phenomena. Moreover, I chose to discuss briefly about 

transnationalism in a separate section of the first chapter, because this concept had a profound 

applicability in the paper and facilitated, to a certain extent, the coherent understanding of the 

relationship between migration, development and the migrants. This was also confirmed by the 

endeavors of other authors who have analyzed the migration processes around the world and placed 

them into the theoretical context provided by transnationalism (Basch, Glick Schiller and Szanton 

Blanc, 1994; Faist, 2000b; Portes, 2001; 1996b; Vetovec, 1999). I considered it important to put an 

emphasis on the transnationalist approach because, in my perspective, the explanations regarding this 

recent approach are likely to facilitate the later understanding of the interactions and flows between 

migrants and the origin country – in this case, the Republic of Moldova. In other words, with the help 

of the theoretical assumptions prescribed by transnationalism, I was able to set an adequate 

theoretical framework for the explanations concerning the role migrants have or could have in 

development, whichever way we define the term, and the way they interact or could interact with the 
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country of origin within the structure of opportunities (or constraints) created by the migration 

process itself, together with other international macrosocial processes (such as globalization, changes 

in government and governance models, the powers of capitalism and free market). In addition, a 

large part of the authors who have studied transnationalism have also studied the diaspora, another 

important topic discussed in the paper. Therefore, as opposed to other paradigmatic models, 

transnationalism has a greater applicability for the case discussed in the thesis. 

After reviewing the published literature, the second chapter attempts to capture a part of the 

theoretical ambiguities that have emerged in the last decades concerning the relationship between 

two macrosocial processes highlighted in the paper: migration and development. Apart from the 

dilemmas raised by the meaning of the relationship between the two processes, the controversies 

concerning the migration-development nexus also arose from the difficulty of determining to what 

extent migration is a catalyst for development, both for the migrants’ origin and destination 

countries. As remittances have a major role within the studies on the economic consequences of 

migration, within this chapter, I made a collection of opinions about the role migrants have in the 

dynamics regarding the relationship between migration and development. Alongside the importance 

and positive effects of remittances on migrants and communities, I also summarized the negative 

effects of remittances to illustrate the fact that the remittance-based model of development is 

obsolete in terms of its applicability, being affected by a profound economic determinism and 

according to the published literature, models such as ‘diaspora’ or ‘brain gain/ brain circulation/ 

brain trust’ could bring more benefits to the origin country in terms of economic, social or political 

development (Newland and Patrick, 2004; Larner, 2007; Meyer and Brown, 1999; Østergaard-

Nielsen, 2003).   

Given that a large number of authors consider that the concept of ‘diaspora’ has various 

meanings, in the third chapter of the paper I included a series of conceptual clarifications regarding 

the initial and current connotations of the term. At the same time, these explain the simultaneous and 

sometimes indiscernible use of two categories of actors within the thesis: migrants and members of 

diaspora, and two categories of communities: the transnational and the diasporic one. The selection 

of terms and operational definitions in this paper was made taking into account their value and 

methodological utility (Bauböck și Faist, 2010), and also the fact that most of the policy-driven 

literature directly refers to diaspora when the potential of migrants for development is analyzed. 

In order to consolidate the analytical framework of the thesis, the fourth chapter of the 

theoretical part returned to the issue of the migration-development nexus discussing the role of 

migrants and members of diaspora as agents of development for their countries of origin. Therefore, I 

enumerated and clarified the means and contexts in which migrants and members of diaspora take 
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part in political, economic, social, cultural or organizational transnational activities that are explicitly 

or implicitly designed to contribute to the development of the origin country or to trigger social 

changes in the region of origin. With regards to the relationship between the countries of origin and 

migrants, the main types of policies and strategies used to capitalize the potential for development of 

migrants and members of diaspora found in the international literature are mentioned and explained 

in this section.     

In the second part of the paper, by means of a brief description of the main socio-economic 

characteristics, trends and effects of migration from the Republic of Moldova, all included in the fifth 

chapter, I made an attempt to clearly and eloquently reconstitute the descriptive and numerical 

migratory profile of Moldova. I sought to present the evolution of the migration processes from 

Moldova to be perfectly understandable even for people who are unfamiliar with the geopolitical, 

social or economic context of this state. To this end, I used both national and international relevant 

and credible statistics concerning the volume and profile of migrants, remittances, the accounting of 

the positive and negative consequences of international mobility of Moldovans etc. 

As I mentioned before, in this paper I systematically and originally studied a series of topics 

related to the decision of Moldovan citizens to voluntary emigrate, by formulating findings, 

descriptions as well logic, objective and valid explanations. Therefore, I made an attempt to explore 

with an integrated viewpoint the three main subjects that constitute the core of the paper: (1) 

migration, the dynamics regarding the relationship between migration and development, (2) 

perspectives on the migrants’ role and involvement in the development of the origin country and (3) 

relationship or connections between migrants and the country of origin, The Republic of Moldova, 

all subjects interpreted with a theoretical view stemming from transnationalism and diaspora. In the 

undertaken analyses I explored, on one hand, the nature of the relationship that is established in time 

among the émigré and the origin state she/ he has left and, on the other hand, the possible 

implications of the individual and collective contributions of the Moldovan economic migrants on 

the social change and development in Republic of Moldova. In this thesis the above-mentioned 

contributions are underlined by the transfers of remittances, models of behavior, practices, ideas and 

values of migrants, as well as all the fluxes, activities and practices that are transnational in character.  

 

Some research questions, assumptions and premises 

I was interested in finding an answer to the following general interrogations, even though I 

did not specify them as research questions or objectives but rather considered them objects of 

curiosity or assumptions of personal nature. Moreover, it was not my intention to formulate answers 

regarding the direction and strength of the relation between indicators and variables as it was not my 
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intention to test hypotheses. Among others, this is also confirmed by the fact that the research 

methodology is based on qualitative research methods.  

• Starting from the social-political and current economic reality of the poorest and weakest 

state in Europe, what is or could be the role of migrants in the development of the Republic 

of Moldova? 

• How do migrants imaginarily and/or conceptually relate to the Republic of Moldova? Can 

we highlight the type of loyalty developed by Moldovan migrants during their migratory 

experience? Is this loyalty conflictual or does it aim both the country of origin and the 

country of destination (hybrid identity) (Rother and Nebe, 2009)?   

• As regards the Republic of Moldova and its expatriate citizens, can we talk about the 

emergence of a diaspora or/and of several transnational communities (or at least some that 

have a diasporic consciousness), as described by renowned authors in this field, also taking 

into account the fact that migration processes from the Republic of Moldova are relatively 

recent? (Kuznetsov, 2006; Buga, 2011 apud Tajeda, Varzari and Porcescu, 2013; 

Moșneaga, 2014; Schwartz, 2007). To what extent the transnational activities, transfers, 

practices and initiatives from the social field that transcend the borders of national states 

contribute to the creation of a transnational community? 

• Which are the most frequent ways of transnational involvement that can be observed at 

Moldovan migrants and what real and anticipated impact could these have on the political, 

cultural, social and economic development of the Republic of Moldova? 

• Is the ‘diaspora model’ a feasible option for the Republic of Moldova aiming to mitigating 

some of the negative social, economic and demographic effects of migration in the medium 

and long term? (Larner, 2007; Meyer and Brown, 1999; Tajeda and Bolay, 2010; Patterson, 

2006; Nyberg-Sørensen, 2004) 

• To what extent the official discourses and public policies regarding the remittance-based 

development model and return migration could be replaced by new approaches stemming 

from the development model based on the relationship with migrant communities and 

diaspora? To what extent the subsequent evolution of a state whose main resource is the 

human resource would be enhanced by the transnational attitudes, practices and activities of 

migrants which derive from the migration process itself?  (Newland and Patrick, 2004; 

Nyberg-Sørensen, 2004) 

 

Details on the empirical study and personal contribution  

To a certain extent, the paper has a prospective dimension, the empirical study per se being of 

exploratory nature by analyzing some neglected phenomena in their early stage and trying to 
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anticipate their evolution depending on the behavior of several individual or collective actors – 

migrants and their families, state authorities, decision-makers, Moldovan migrant organizations and 

transnational communities. It is well known that migration does not always lead to the long term 

settlement of migrants in the regions where they settle and in case migration becomes permanent, 

only some individuals will maintain their distinctive identity and will eventually establish a diaspora. 

Therefore, one of the emerging phenomena that I mention is related to the establishment of 

communities abroad made up of current Moldovan migrants. 

I shall mention the fact that, during the drafting of the thesis, a series of insurmountable 

constraints and methodological limitations were caused by the fact that migration and its adjacent 

phenomena cannot be easily measured. This reality brought about a series of difficulties concerning 

the determination and collection of relevant data for a qualitative empirical research. Referring to the 

case of the Republic of Moldova, the main aspect that made the analyses and empirical study 

difficult was the lack of data, the number of studies and analyses dedicated to the topic being 

relatively low. Even when I could find them, these turned out to be quantitative, focusing on the 

volume and impact evaluation of remittances. The limited number of articles on the migration from 

Moldova with a qualitative design stirred me into choosing a complex and profound qualitative 

method consisting of conducting interviews with various categories of research subjects that allowed 

me to capture the ‘inside’ of the migration process characteristic to the Republic of Moldova. One of 

the first general conclusions formulated following the research is related to the awareness of the fact 

that, in order to understand migration from Moldova, there is no need to supplement the existing 

explanations, but to enhance the comprehension level of the phenomenon. For this reason, I believe 

the analysis in this paper accurately and originally explores the nature of the connection between 

migration, development and the migrant relationship with the country of origin, the Republic of 

Moldova, and the results of the empirical study fill in some knowledge gaps concerning the 

characteristics and consequences of migration from Moldova. The interpretation of the interviews 

conducted with types of respondents was made in connection with transnationalism and the empirical 

analysis consisted of the interpretation, description and evaluation of transnational practices, 

activities and initiatives of Moldovan migrants from Canada and Moldovan migrant associations 

from various countries of destination. In the context of the discussions concerning the connection 

between migration and development at local, regional and international level, this primarily aims to 

highlight the current or future meanings, implications, valences and influences of the migrants’ 

transnational actions and not necessarily measuring the impact of transnational behavior on the 

country of origin – the Republic of Moldova. 
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Therefore, the research in this paper was based on a sample consisting of three types of 

research subjects, each type representing a distinct unit or level of analysis: (1) economic migrants 

born in the Republic of Moldova (country of destination Canada); (2) representatives of voluntary 

associative structures of Moldovan migrants from the countries of destination (associations, groups 

of initiative, formal or informal communities) and (3) key informants from Canada and other 

countries of destination, key informants from the Republic of Moldova. 

For the first category of respondents, the two geographical points of reference were the 

country of destination - Canada and country of origin – the Republic of Moldova. The choice of the 

first category of subjects was not done accidentally. The existing statistical data show that Moldovan 

migrants, who chose to migrate to Canada, are a more homogeneous group than, for example, those 

in Italy or Russia. They tend to have a higher level of education than the rest of migrants (whether 

we refer to the training they have gained in Moldova or to the studies they have pursued in Canada 

after emigrating), to be part of the middle-income category (emigration to Canada may be a real 

‘long-term investment’ for migrants) and have emigrated with the whole family. The imposed 

emigration conditions create an emigration regime where the country of destination ‘singles out’ 

newcomers according to previously established characteristics (Culic, 2010), therefore I assume that 

the social and economic lifeworlds of Moldovans from a state like Canada are in a more advanced 

stage of training and are clearly different from Moldovans from other countries of destination that 

might be more vulnerable on account of the status of irregular/ illegal migrants or due to 

discrimination or status inconsistency, etc. (Mazzucato, 2011). Regarding this category of subjects, I 

was interested in highlighting the types of daily transnational practices and activities specific to the 

Moldovan migrant communities in Canada. In this case, I started from the assumption that a part of 

the transnational behavior of migrants is due to several common factors that we would certainly find 

in other countries of destination as well and to unique, context-specific factors. The discovery of all 

these things was the challenge and novelty of the paper as well as a research effort. For the first 

category of subjects, migrants and their families were the research units. I analyzed the transnational 

practices and activities of the interviewees [economic, political and socio-cultural (Portes, Guarnizo 

and Landolt, 1999)], which have an explicit or latent significance in the context of the discussions on 

migration and development and their identity orientation, a construct that helped me assess the 

valences of the relationship of Moldovan migrants with the country of origin. 

Although the approach for the second category of respondents is, by nature, more diffuse, 

since the interviewees represented the organizations established by migrants from a large number of 

different destination countrie, also in this case, the actions, practices, attitudes and perceptions that 

have a direct or indirect link with Moldova were analyzed, thus maintaining the dual context of 
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analysis, again prescribed by the transnationalist approach. In the case of migrant organizations, the 

unit of analysis was the migrant organization, association or initiative group from a relatively large 

number of destination countries. Finally, the last category of subjects interviewed consisted of a 

number of key informants. This relatively small group of subjects consisted of other people who 

could provide information to outline a clearer picture of the analyzed issue. 

As far as the research process is concerned, the data used for the empirical part of the paper 

were collected for four months, between December 2016 and March 2017, through semi-structured 

interviews. For the selection of the respondents in the first category, I used the ‘snow ball’ sampling, 

this type of sampling being the most appropriate and easier to use when the individuals constituting 

the researched population cannot be easily identified or reached (Atkinson and Flint, 2001). As such, 

I could say that the data collection stage was an endeavor and a challenge, but at the same time 

provided enough intrinsic rewards. 

 

Some clarifications on the research results  

In the first section of the empirical study, which focused on the lives of migrants from the 

Republic of Moldova that moved to Canada, I analyzed their social, economic and political 

transnational activities. Moreover, I tried to determine to what extent the migrants in the analyzed 

country of destination are still attached to Moldova as their country of origin. The interviews with the 

Canadian migrants have shown that, to a large extent, the dual orientation and attempts to capitalize 

on their status in both places determine their transnational practices and activities. The fact that they 

do not feel excluded or marginalized in the society of destination contributes to that. This finding is 

in line with the statements of the authors Portes, Guarnizo and Landolt (1999), which argue that the 

dual orientations of migrants are the basis for the transnational processes. The most obvious 

manifestations of the dual identity orientation are the following: migrants speak or understand 

several languages (Romanian, Russian, English, French), hold the citizenship of the Republic of 

Moldova and/or Canada (sometimes of Romania as well), they benefit from an increased mobility 

between two or more cultures (Russian, Romanian, Canadian), keep residences/properties or relate to 

a ‘home’ in both the country of origin and country of destination (Portes, Guarnizo and Landolt, 

1999; Faist, 2010; Foner, 2007), and last but not least, they carry out and simultaneously or 

alternatively engage in continuous/uninterrupted economic, social, political and cultural activities 

that take place in a social field/space between the Republic of Moldova and the places where 

migrants live. What preserves the dual orientation of those who left Moldova and the intensity of 

transnational activities is the personal attachment to the country, as well as the unfavorable and 

precarious situation of those who still need their help and remittances. For these reasons, I think 

migrants’ transnationalism will be manifested in various forms and degrees as long as those from 
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other countries will continue to support those who remain in Moldova. The interviews have also 

highlighted the fact that through social remittances, such as changes in mentality, attitudes, values, 

practices, habits and through direct communication with those left at home, migrants contribute to 

the onset and continuous maintenance of social change in the Republic of Moldova. While this type 

of activities and remittances cannot be monetized or expressed in figures, with no tangible or 

immediate effects, they are important because they contribute to the remodeling and reconnecting of 

social, political and economic contexts in which the social actors from Moldova, both migrants and 

non-migrants interact.  

Regarding the economic practices and behaviors, the vast majority of those who left Moldova 

and currently live and work in Canada are used to helping their families and relatives by sending 

remittances whenever needed. From this point of view, one conclusion is that migrants from Canada 

and elsewhere will continue to send money to Moldova as long as the social relationships on which 

this behavior is based will continue to exist and will be fueled by feelings of obligation or altruism, 

as the case may be. Although remittances are an important contribution from those who left 

Moldova, they have an imprecise and difficult to detect impact, as we have seen, they rarely directly 

target development processes or social change. An investment and entrepreneurial behavior 

measured in the intention of migrants to allocate financial means for their own businesses or to 

support Moldovan businesses, is almost inexistent. In this respect, the conclusion is obvious, that is, 

the mistrust in state institutions and economic contexts in Moldova are the main factors undermining 

the entrepreneurial and investment potential of migrants. Therefore, any strategy or public policy 

aiming to attract financial or intellectual migrant resources should consider establishing a partnership 

between migrants and state institutions based on transparency and trust. 

Although other studies carried out on migrant groups around the world demonstrate that 

donations are quite common among migrants, migrant philanthropy is currently in an early stage of 

advent among Moldovan migrants. The conclusion concerning the potential for knowledge and 

know-how transfer is rather clear. At present, there is a narrow perspective on transferring skills from 

highly qualified migrants, even if a willingness to engage and an awareness of such possibilities to 

contribute exist. In this regard, the state has or will have the task of attracting the professional 

potential of its citizens who live and work abroad. A general conclusion would be that in the context 

of migration and development in the Republic of Moldova, the most important position is taken by 

the flow of remittances, the flow of ideas and the transfer of knowledge from migrants being limited, 

as confirmed through the interviews. Until recently, this was obvious, because in the political 

speeches and agendas, the focus was on the financial contribution of migrants, and only in the last 

two or three years plans and programs about the potential for modernization that resides in the ideas, 
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skills and knowledge of migrants have been drafted (National Development Strategy ‘Moldova 

2020’, 2012; National Strategy ‘Diaspora 2025’, 2016). The public rhetoric and the lack of vision on 

the part of political decision-makers considerably damaged the image of the migrants from the 

Republic of Moldova, both internally and externally, because more than a decade ago the role of 

migrants was defined only around remittances, other capabilities and their agency being frequently 

and intentionally overlooked. Therefore, from this point of view, the implementation of a ‘diaspora 

model’ as a model of development for the Republic of Moldova, for the moment, is only a goal. 

Although some of the steps taken by the Moldovan public institutions have recently resulted in the 

adoption of legal acts or strategic documents aimed at creating a favorable framework for 

communication and collaboration with migrants in order to capitalize on their potential and 

resources, they fail to produce the anticipated effects. Relevant examples in this regard are programs 

to support return migration, entrepreneurial behaviors, or those seeking to create successful 

precedents for knowledge transfer practices. 

As far as transnational political activities are concerned, we could say that they are modest, 

sporadic and have a low visibility in the Moldovan public space. Migrants currently care a lot for 

several political rights, such as the right to vote, but we cannot be certain that their interest will be 

continuing over time. Even when diaspora is more vocal, the undertaken claims and positions are 

largely neglected by Moldovan political decision-makers, a situation which emphasizes the 

conflictual nature of the relationship between migrants and political actors or state institutions. 

Although Moldovan migrants are generally informed about various topics in the political and 

economic spheres related to Moldova, they are passive when they have to or can express their 

opinions and positions or to show their initiative and get involved in activities. 

The conducted research revealed that the imaginary and the narrative of Moldovans are 

fueled by negative and unpleasant memories, perceptions and reactions with respect to the public 

space, but at the same time, they are positive and bright if we relate to the private space (personal or 

family space). Therefore, in terms of transnational activities carried out by migrants, I found that they 

are active only in the private space [for example, migrants send remittances and start to have a 

transnational philanthropic behavior (migrant philanthropy)], but not in the public space where their 

behavior is visible and could have an impact. Thus, the involvement in migrant associations’ 

activities, the investment or entrepreneurial behavior, their opposition or support by collective action 

or contacting the authorities from the country of origin are not part of the activities migrants are 

accustomed to or get involved in. As things are shaping up to at present, migrants’ cross-national 

capacities are limited and Moldovans’ transnationalism in Canada, possibly in other regions as well, 
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is linear [(the other two types are reactive transnationalism and resource-dependent transnationalism 

(Itzigsohn and Saucedo, 2002)]. 

Once in the country of destination, a small part of Moldovan migrants adhere or even take 

part to the establishment of migrant associations/ organizations. In 2012, the diaspora of the Republic 

of Moldova was structured in approximately 150 organizations in over 30 countries and in 2016 in 

over 90 voluntary associative structures, including various groups of initiative, informal 

organizations, cultural and artistic clubs, charitable organizations and professional foundations. The 

available information indicates that the majority of associations have been established in Ukraine, 

Italy, Romania, Russia, Portugal, France, the USA and Canada (National Strategy ‘Diaspora 2025’, 

2016; Bureau for Diaspora Relations).  

With the help of interviews and associations’ webpages and Facebook pages, I have been able 

to highlight the fact that, so far, there are three types of Moldovan migrant associative structures 

abroad: (1) the first category is of those focusing primarily on the activities of ethno-symbolic nature, 

(2) the second type, the least numerous, is of those aiming only transnational or local activities of 

civic or charitable nature and, finally, (3) the third category includes the majority of the associations 

and comprises those structures that combine to different degrees, practices, initiatives and activities 

of local and transnational ethno-symbolic nature with the local or transnational activities of political 

or civic nature. The analysis revealed that the practices and activities of ethno-symbolic nature are 

local and are aimed at maintaining and sometimes creating an individual and collective identity, and 

the philanthropic activities and practices, political lobbying, consisting of transfers of know-how are 

transnational and are aimed at maintaining the connection with the country of origin, the Republic of 

Moldova, having at the same time, a greater relevance for those contexts in which it is assumed that 

migration contributes to development. Transnational practices and activities of Moldovan migrant 

associative structures are in fact a specific form of social organization maintained by material or 

immaterial symbolic ties and relations, and migrants’ organizations are the product of migrants’ 

attempt to preserve their national and cultural identity and, at the same time, to adapt to the 

conditions of the societies that welcome them. 

Moldovan migrant organizations are different in terms of size, purpose, level of formalization 

or institutionalization, resources, lifetime, communication and collaboration etc. The main features of 

migrant associations are heterogeneity, lack of stability, low resilience and a low capacity to adapt to 

the conditions of the countries of destination and origin. The orientation of the associative structures 

is diffuse and imprecise, many of them not being extremely open to cooperation or collaboration 

with various entities from the countries of destination, and, as far as the society of origin is 

concerned, the objectives and goals of the associations denote in many cases the desire to maintain 
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symbolic ties with Moldova. There were few descriptions on the internet mentioning objectives that 

refer to contributions, involvement, co-development, interventions, establishing forms of 

collaboration, partnerships, initiating projects, developing and diversifying activities by attracting 

local or international funding etc. The associations do not usually collaborate or collaborate very 

little with other organizations or with various local actors such as NGOs or local government. This is 

a great disadvantage because, in such a way, associations fail to diversify their activities, miss 

funding and co-development opportunities that could have an impact both on migrants from a society 

of destination and on Moldova, if the beneficiaries of the project or collaboration would be in 

Moldova. Cross-border and internal cooperation and working relationship between migrant 

organizations is essential as they generate social resources such as trust and mutual networks, the last 

being two of the productive political and economic elements for the current context (Faist, Fauser 

and Kivisto, 2011). 

Despite the fact that most of the associations are still oriented towards the Moldovans in the 

countries of destination where they are established and that their activities contribute to the 

consolidation and reproduction of old social patterns characteristic of the country of origin and 

familiar to the migrants, lately, there is a recent trend towards the emergence of new and 

transnational social patterns consisting of volunteering, philanthropy, community involvement, the 

formation of knowledge transfer networks, lobbying, and many others, all of which are carried out by 

migrants and those in the diaspora. From another perspective, the gradual diversification of migrants’ 

activities and the enhancement of their transnational character also contribute to changing the 

migrants’ role, in general and within their organizations. In this paper, I have emphasized that the 

diaspora, made up of the citizens of the Republic of Moldova from outside the country and of the 

sum of the migrants and associative structures, begins to change its definition and transforms from an 

ethnic group located outside of its country of origin into a branch of the Moldovan civil society that 

extends across Moldova’s borders. At the same time, part of the migrants and their most active and 

vocal organizations present in the media and on the internet seem to represent, from a certain 

perspective, a delocalized segment of the Moldovan civil society and certainly, their role becomes 

significant as social actors for Moldova. 

The research showed that migrant associations want to promote social change and contribute 

to improving the socio-economic and political situation in their country of origin. However, at the 

same time, the diaspora is emerging as a new political actor and is placing itself in opposition in a 

moment when a deconstruction or massive erosion of the Moldovan political stage takes place. 

Another aspect highlighted in the paper was the dichotomy desire to engage-capacity to 

engage (Al-Ali, Black and Koser, 2011) for migrants from the Republic of Moldova and the 
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organizations set up by them, the empirical reality revealing the predominance of the latter. Thus, 

one of the personal conclusions I formulate, but which may not be valid in a few years, is that as long 

as the ideas coming from migrant organizations are based only on the desire to contribute, their 

initiatives will not have a significant impact and a predominantly individual, sporadic character, 

without the potential for propagation. The extent to which associations can trigger changes in the 

communities from which migrants originate, along with the types of change, will depend on the 

quality and content of connections and social capital that is formed and consolidated between the 

individuals that constitute the migrant community or the diaspora on one hand, and on the other 

hand, between migrants and non-migrants (family, friends, relatives, neighbors, etc.), but also 

between migrants and the institutions from the origin country. This is particularly crucial for the 

associations because both migrants and their organizations cannot be agents of transformation or 

change on their own. On the contrary, in order to increase their potential, they have to communicate 

and collaborate with those organizations that are capable and have the resources to promote an 

institutional agenda prioritizing changes in the country of origin, because this is the only way in 

which migrant associations from the Republic Moldova will be able to address the paradoxes and 

opportunities that the complex links between migration and development imply. In the context of an 

increased interest for migrants and the diaspora, some authors warn that intentionally or not, several 

politicians or members of the scientific communities tend to place too much burden and 

responsibility on the shoulders of migrants and diaspora members with regards to their contribution 

to the development of the origin country, thus promoting and perpetuating a myth about the way in 

which development can be stimulated (Skeldon, 2008; Orozco, 2008; de Haas, 2010; Ionescu, 2006; 

Newland and Patrick, 2004). Therefore, taking into account the above considerations, it would be 

wrong for Moldovan migrants and their associations from different countries of destination to be 

held responsible for the development of their country of origin. In this respect, it is clear that 

migrants’ desire to contribute to the modernization or development of the country of origin is 

complementary to a set of policies and strategies aimed at maximizing the benefits of migration. 

   

  



 

19 
 

References: 
 

1. Agunias, D.R. and Newland, K., Developing a Road Map for Engaging Diasporas in 

Development. A Handbook for Policymakers and Practitioners in Home and Host Countries, 

Geneva and Washington, D.C.: International Organization for Migration and Migration Policy 

Institute, 2012.  

2. Al-Ali, N., Black, R. and Koser, K., „The Limits to ‘Transnationalism’: Bosnian and Eritrean 

Refugees in Europe as Emerging Transnational Communities”, 2011, Ethnic and Racial Studies, 

vol. 24, no. 4, pp. 578-600. 

3. Anghel, R.G. and Horvath, I., Sociologia migraţiei. Teorii şi studii de caz româneşti, Iaşi: 

Polirom, 2009.  

4. Anghel, R.G., „Milano Centrale. Status ilegal, piețe de muncă și practici transnaționale la 

migranți români la Milano”, 2005, Sociologie Românească, vol. III, no. 2, pp. 174-194.  

5. Anghel, R.G., Romanians in Western Europe. Migration, Status Dilemmas, and Transnational 

Connections, Plymouth: Lexington Books, 2013.  

6. Appadurai, A., Modernity at Large. Cultural Dimensions of Globalization, Public Worlds, vol. 1, 

Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1996.  

7. Arango, J., „Theories of International Migration”, in Joly, D. (editor), International Migration 

and the New Millennium, Aldershot: Ashgate, 2004, pp. 15-36.  

8. Arango, J., Exceptional in Europe? Spain’s Experience with Immigration and Integration, 

Report, March 2013, [Online] available at http://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/exceptional-

europe-spains-experience-immigration-and-integration, accessed on March 24, 2016.  

9. Atkinson, R. and Flint, J., „Accessing Hidden and Hard-to-Reach Populations: Snowball 

Research Strategies”, Social Research Update, no. 33, Surrey University, [Online] available at 

http://www.soc.surrey.ac.uk/sru/SRU33.html, accessed on November 6, 2016.  

10. Barbăroșie, L., „Rusia introduce noi reguli de şedere pentru imigranţi. Câţi moldoveni lucrează 

ilegal în Rusia?”, October 1, 2013, [Online] available at 

http://www.europalibera.org/a/25123690.html, accessed on January 23, 2015.  

11. Basch, L., Glick Schiller, N. and Szanton Blanc, C., Nations Unbound. Transnational Projects, 

Postcolonial Predicaments and Deterritorialized Nation-States, London: Routledge: 1994.  

12. Bauböck, R. and Faist, T., (eds.), Diaspora and Transnationalism: Concepts, Theories and 

Methods, Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 2010.  

13. Bhagwati, J.N., „Borders beyond Control”, Foreign Affairs, January/February Issues, 2003, 

[Online] available at http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/58622/jagdish-n-bhagwati/borders-

beyond-control, accessed on March 13, 2014. 

14. Black, R. and Skeldon, R., „Strengthening Data and Research Tools on Migration and 

Development”, 2009, International Migration, vol. 47, no. 5, pp. 3-22.  

15. Boccagni, P., „Private, Public or Both? On the Scope and Impact of Transnationalism in 

Immigrants’ Everyday Lives”, in Bauböck, R. and Faist, T., (eds.), Diaspora and 

Transnationalism: Concepts, Theories and Methods, Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 

2010, pp. 185-203.  

16. Böhme, M.H., Persian, R. and Stöhr, T., „Alone but Better Off? Adult Child Migration and 

Health of Elderly Parents in Moldova”, 2014, Journal of Health Economics, published online.  

17. Borjas, G.J., „Economic Theory and International Migration”, 1989, International Migration 

Review, vol. 23, no. 3, pp. 457-485. 



 

20 
 

18. Brettell, C.B. and Hollifield, J.F., Migration Theory. Talking across Disciplines, 2
nd

 edition, New 

York: Routledge, 2008.  

19. Brinkerhoff, D.W., „The Enabling Environment for Achieving the Millennium Development 

Goals: Government Actions to Support NGOs”, in Brinkerhoff, J.M., Smith, S.C. and Teegen, 

H., (eds.), NGOs and the Millennium Development Goals: Citizen Action to Reduce Poverty, 

New York: Palgrave MacMillan, 2007, pp. 83-101. 

20. Brinkerhoff, J.M., (editor), Diasporas and International Development: Exploring the Potential, 

Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 2008.  

21. Brinkerhoff, J.M., „Creating and Enabling Environment for Diaspora’s Participation in 

Homeland Development”, 2012, International Migration, vol. 50, no. 1, pp. 75-95.  

22. Brinkerhoff, J.M., „David and Goliath: Diaspora Organizations as Partners in the Development 

Industry”, 2011, Public Administration and Development, vol. 31, no. 1, pp. 37-49.  

23. Brinkerhoff, J.M., Digital Diasporas. Identity and Transnational Engagement, Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2009.  

24. Brubaker, R., „The „Diaspora” Diaspora”, 2005, Ethnic and Racial Studies, vol. 28, no. 1, pp. 1-

19.  

25. Brubaker, R., Nationalism Reframed: Nationhood and the National Question in the New Europe, 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996. 

26. Buciuceanu-Vrabie, M., „Indicele de îmbătrânire activă în Republica Moldova”, Policy Brief, 

March-April 2016, [Online] available at http://ccd.ucoz.com/_ld/0/43_Policy_Paper_II.pdf, 

accessed on July 16, 2016.  

27. Bureau for Diaspora Relations of Republic of Moldova (Biroul pentru Relații cu Diaspora al 

Republicii Moldova), [Online] available at http://www.brd.gov.md/, accessed on April 2, 2016.  

28. Careja, R., „Emigration for Development? An Exploration of the State’s Role in the 

Development-Migration Nexus: The Case of Romania”, 2013, International Migration, vol. 51, 

no. 5, pp. 77-90.  

29. Carling, J., „Scripting Remittances: Making Sense of Money Transfers in Transnational 

Relationships”, 2014, International Migration Review, vol. 48, no. S1, pp. S218-S262.  

30. Caselli, M., „Transnationalism and Co-Development: Peruvian Associations in Lombardy”, 

2012, Migration and Development, vol. 1, no. 2, pp. 295-311.  

31. Cassarino, J.P., „Theorising Return Migration: The Conceptual Approach to Return Migration 

Revisited”, 2004, International Journal of Multicultural Societies, vol. 6, no. 2, pp. 253-279.  

32. Castles, S., „Development and Migration – Migration and Development: What Comes First? 

Global Perspective and African Experiences”, 2009, Theoria, vol. 56, no. 121, pp. 1-31. 

33. Castles, S., „Understanding Global Migration: A Social Transformation Perspective”, 2010, 

Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, vol. 36, no. 10, pp. 1565-1586. 

34. Castles, S., de Haas, H. şi Miller, M.J., The Age of Migration. International Population 

Movements in the Modern World, 5
th

 edition, London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2013. 

35. Central Electoral Commission of the Republic of Moldova (Comisia Electorală Centrală a 

Republicii Moldova), ‘Regulamentul privind finanţarea campaniilor electorale, aprobat prin 

hotărârea CEC nr. 3352 din 4 mai 2015, modificat și completat prin hotărârea CEC nr. 147 din 30 

august 2016’, [Online] available at 

http://www.cec.md/files/files/Legi/tabel_regulamente/Regulamentul%20privind%20finan%C8%

9Barea%20campaniilor%20electorale_1.pdf, accessed on February 12, 2017.  



 

21 
 

36. Cerase, F.P., „Expectations and Reality: A Case Study of Return Migration from the United 

States to Southern Italy’, 1974, International Migration Review, vol. 8, no. 2, SI: Policy and 

Research on Migration: Canadian and World Perspectives, pp. 245-262.  

37. Chaitin, J., Linstroth, J.P. and Hiller, P.T., „Ethnicity and Belonging: An Overview of a Study of 

Cuban, Haitian and Guatemalan Immigrants to Florida”, 2009, Qualitative Social Research, vol. 

10, no. 3, pp. 1-25.  

38. Cheianu-Andrei, D., „Cartografierea diasporei moldovenești în Italia, Portugalia, Franța și 

Regatul Unit al Marii Britanii”, „Cartografierea diasporei moldovenești II”, International 

Organization for Migration, Chișinău, 2013.  

39. Cheianu-Andrei, D., Gramma, R., Milicenco, S., Pritcan, V., Rusnac, V. and Vaculovschi, D., 

Specific Needs of Children and Elderly Left Behind as a Consequence of Migration, Chișinău, 

2011, [Online] available at http://www.iom.md/attachments/110_necesit_cop_virst_en.pdf, 

accessed on June 15, 2015.  

40. Chikanda, A., Crush, J. and Walton-Roberts, M., (eds.) Diasporas, Development and 

Governance, New York: Springer, 2016.  

41. Ciobanu, R.O., „Sisteme de migrație internațională. Între teorie și realitate socială”, 2006, 

Sociologie Românească, vol. IV, no. 1, pp. 77-91. 

42. Cirlig, V. and Moșneaga, V., „Migration Movements between Moldova and the EU: Policies and 

Numbers”, in Building Training and Analytical Capacities on Migration in Moldova and 

Georgia, ICMPD, Research Papers, Vienna, 2012, pp. 42-75.  

43. CIVIS (Centrul de Analiză și Investigații Sociologice, Politologice și Psihologice) and 

International Agency for Source Country Information (IASCI), „Consolidarea legăturii dintre 

migraţie şi dezvoltare în Moldova”, Report, 2010, Chișinău, [Online] available at 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTMOLDOVA/Resources/ConsolidareaLegaturiiDintreMigr

atieDezvoltare.pdf, accessed on January 13, 2016.  

44. Cohen, R., (editor), The Cambridge Survey of World Migration, Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1995.  

45. Cohen, R., „Diaspora”, in International Encyclopedia of the Social and Behavioural Sciences, 

Amsterdam: Elsevier, 2001, pp. 3642-3645.  

46. Cohen, R., „Diasporas and the State: from Victims to Challengers”, 1996, International Affairs, 

vol. 72, no. 3, pp. 507-520.  

47. Cohen, R., Global Diasporas: An Introduction, 2
nd

 edition, New York: Routledge, 2008. 

48. Collier, P., Exodus. How Migration is Changing Our World, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

2013.  

49. Constantinescu, M., „Teorii ale migrației internaționale”, 2002, Sociologie Românească, vol. 3-4, 

pp. 93-114.  

50. Council of the European Union, „Pactul european privind imigraţia şi azilul”, 2008, no. 

13189/08, Brussels, [Online] available at 

http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/ro/08/st13/st13440.ro08.pdf, accessed on October 9, 2012.  

51. Crăciun, C., „Migration and Remittances in the Republic of Moldova: Empirical Evidence at 

Micro Level”, Dissertation Thesis, „Academia Kyiv-Mohyla”, 2006, [Online] available at 

http://www.kse.org.ua/uploads/file/library/2006/craciun.pdf, accessed on March 13, 2015.  

52. Culic, I., „Eluding Exit and Entry Controls: Romanian and Moldovan Immigrants in the 

European Union”, 2008, East European Politics and Societies, vol. 22, no. 1, pp. 145-170.  



 

22 
 

53. Culic, I., „State of Imagination: Embodiments of Immigration Canada”, 2010, The Sociological 

Review, vol. 58, no. 3, pp. 343-360. 

54. Culiuc, A., „Integrating Migration and Remittances into a Development Strategy. The Case of 

Moldova”, Dissertation Thesis, John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, 

SUA, 2006. 

55. de Haas, H., „Migration and Development. A Theoretical Perspective”, WP no. 9, International 

Migration Institute, Oxford, UK, 2008, [Online] available at 

http://www.imi.ox.ac.uk/pdfs/wp/wp-09-08.pdf, accessed on March 21, 2016.  

56. de Haas, H., „Migration and Development: A Theoretical Perspective”, 2010, International 

Migration Review, vol. 44, no. 1, pp. 227-264. 

57. de Haas, H., „Remittances, Migration and Social Development. Conceptual Review of the 

Literature”, Social Policy and Development Programme, United Nations Research Institute for 

Social Development, no. 34, Geneva: UNRISD, October 2007a.  

58. de Haas, H., „The Determinants of International Migration. Conceptualizing Policy, Origin and 

Destination Effects”, WP no. 32, International Migration Institute, Oxford, UK, 2011, [Online] 

available at http://www.imi.ox.ac.uk/pdfs/wp/wp-32-11.pdf, accessed on September 9, 2015.  

59. de Haas, H., „Turning the Tide? Why Development Will Not Stop Migration”, 2007b, 

Development and Change, vol. 38, no. 5, pp. 819-841. 

60. De Jong, G.F., „Expectations, Gender, and Norms in Migration Decision-Making”, 2000, 

Population Studies, vol. 54, no. 3, pp. 307-319. 

61. de Zwager, N. and Sințov, R., „Studiu de piață: Inovație în migrația circulară. Migrație și 

dezvoltare în Moldova”, NEXUS, Chișinău, Republic of Moldova, October, 2014.  

62. Delgado Wise, R. and Marquez Covarrubias, H., „The Mexico-United Stated Migratory System: 

Dilemmas of Regional Integration, Development, and Emigration”, in Castles, S. and Delgado 

Wise, (eds.), Migration and Development: Perspectives from the South, Geneva: International 

Organization for Migration, 2008, pp. 113-142.  

63. Delgado Wise, R. and Marquez Covarrubias, H., „Understanding the Relationship between 

Migration and Development. Toward A New Theoretical Approach”, 2009, Social Analysis, vol. 

53, no. 3, pp. 85-105. 

64. Demetrescu, M. and Tăut, C., Guvernamentalitatea. Forme și tehnici ale puterii în Occident, 

Iași: Adenium, 2014.  

65. Dhesi, A.S., „Diaspora, Social Entrepreneurs and Community Development”, 2010, International 

Journal of Social Economics, vol. 37, no. 9, pp. 703-716.  

66. Duca, R., „The Dark Side of European Immigration Policy”, 2011, Journal of Money Laundering 

Control, vol. 14, no. 2, pp. 158-169.  

67. Dufoix, S., Diasporas, California: California University Press, 2008.  

68. Elazar, D.I., „The Jewish People as the Classic Diaspora: A Political Analysis”, in Sheffer, G., 

(editor), Modern Diasporas in International Politics, London: Croom Helm, 1986. 

69. Esman, M., „Diasporas and International Relations”, in Hutchinson, J. and Smith, A.D., (eds.), 

Ethnicity, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000, pp. 316-320.  

70. European Commission, „Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European 

Parliament, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions – 

Migration and Development: Some Concrete Orientations”, COM/2005/0390 final, 2005, 



 

23 
 

[Online] available at http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52005DC0390, 

accessed on September 23, 2015.  

71. Faist, T. and Fauser, M., „The Migration-Development Nexus: Toward a Transnational 

Perspective”, in Faist, T., Fauser, M. and Kivisto, P., (eds.), The Migration-Development Nexus. 

A Transnational Perspective, London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2011, pp. 1-28.  

72. Faist, T., „Migrants as Transnational Development Agents: An Inquiry into the Newest Round of 

the Migration-Development Nexus”, 2008, Population, Space and Place, vol. 14, pp. 21-42. 

73. Faist, T., „Towards Transnational Studies: World Theories, Transnationalisation and Changing 

Institutions”, 2010, Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, vol. 36, no. 10, pp. 1665-1687.  

74. Faist, T., „Transnationalization and Development. Toward an Alternative Agenda”, 2009, Social 

Analysis, vol. 53, no. 3, pp. 38-59. 

75. Faist, T., „Transnationalization in International Migration: Implications for the Study of 

Citizenship and Culture”, 2000a, Ethnic and Racial Studies, vol. 23, no. 2, pp. 189-222.  

76. Faist, T., Fauser, M. and Kivisto, P., The Migration-Development Nexus. A Transnational 

Perspective, London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2011.  

77. Faist, T., The Volume and Dynamics of International Migration and Transnational Social 

Spaces, Oxford: Clarendon Press, 2000b. 

78. Fauser, M., „Co-Development as Transnational Governance: An Analysis of the Engagement of 

Local Authorities and Migrant Organisations in Madrid”, 2014, Journal of Ethnic and Migration 

Studies, vol. 4, no. 7, pp. 1060-1078.  

79. Fauser, M., Migrants and Cities. The Accommodation of Migrant Organizations in Europe, 

Surrey: Ashgate, 2012.  

80. Feraru, P.D., Migrație și dezvoltare: aspecte socioeconomice și tendințe, Iași: Lumen, 2011.  

81. Foner, N. and Dreby, J., „Relations between the Generations in Immigrant Families”, 2011, 

Annual Review of Sociology, vol. 37, pp. 545-564.  

82. Foner, N., „Engagements across National Borders, Then and Now”, 2007, Fordham Law Review, 

vol. 75, no. 5, pp. 2483-2492.  

83. Gamlen, A., „Creating and Destroying Diaspora Strategies”, WP no. 31, Centre on Migration, 

Policy and Society, Oxford University, UK, 2011. 

84. Gamlen, A., „Diaspora Engagement Policies: What are They, and What Kinds of State Use 

Them?”, WP no. 32, Centre on Migration, Policy and Society, Oxford University, UK, 2006.  

85. Gamlen, A., „Diaspora Institutions and Diaspora Governance”, 2014, International Migration 

Review, vol. 48, no. S1, pp. S180-S217.  

86. Gamlen, A., „The Brain Drain is Dead. Long Live the New Zealand Diaspora”, WP no. 10, 

Centre on Migration, Policy and Society, Oxford University, UK, 2005.  

87. Gamlen, A., „Why Engage Diasporas?”, WP no. 63, Centre on Migration, Policy and Society, 

Oxford University, UK, 2008. 

88. Gamlen, A., Cummings, M., Vaaler, P.M. and Rossouw, L., „Explaining the Rise of Diaspora 

Institutions”, WP no. 78, International Migration Institute, Oxford, UK, 2013, [Online] available 

at https://www.imi.ox.ac.uk/publications/wp-78-13, accessed on March 1, 2016.  

89. Gaugaș, P., „Labour Migration in Moldova: Context and Controls”, 2004, Higher Education in 

Europe, vol. XXIX, no. 3, pp. 343-352.  

90. Glick Schiller, N. and Faist, T., „Introduction. Migration, Development, and Social 

Transformation”, 2009, Social Analysis, vol. 53, no. 3, pp. 1-13. 



 

24 
 

91. Glick Schiller, N. and Faist, T., „Introduction. Migration, Development, and Social 

Transformation”, in Glick Schiller, N. and Faist, T., (eds.), Migration, Development and 

Transnationalization. A Critical Stance, Oxford: Berghahn, 2012, pp. 1-21. 

92. Glick Schiller, N., „A Global Perspective on Migration and Development”, 2009, Social 

Analysis, vol. 53, no. 3, pp. 14-37.  

93. Glick Schiller, N., „Migration and Development without Methodological Nationalism: Towards 

Global Perspectives on Migration”, in Gardiner, P. and Lem, W., (eds.), Migration in the 21
st
 

Century. Political Economy and Ethnography, New York: Routledge, 2012, pp. 38-65.  

94. Glick Schiller, N., „The Centrality of Ethnography in the Study of Transnational Migration. 

Seeing the Wetland Instead of the Swamp”, in Foner, N., (editor), American Arrivals. 

Anthropology Engages the New Immigration, School of American Research Advanced Seminar 

Series, Santa Fe: School of American Research, 2003, pp. 99-128. 

95. Glick Schiller, N., Basch, L. and Szanton Blanc, C., Towards a Transnational Perspective on 

Migration: Race, Class, Ethnicity, and Nationalism Reconsidered, New York: New York 

Academy of Science, 1992.  

96. Glick-Schiller, N., Basch, N. and Szanton Blanc, C., „From Immigrant to Transmigrant: 

Theorizing Transnational Migration”, 1995, Anthropological Quarterly, vol. 68, no. 1, pp. 48-63.  

97. Goldring, L., „Re-thinking Remittances: Social and Political Dimensions of Individual and 

Collective Remittances”, February 2003, CERLAC Working Paper Series, Sociology 

Department, York, Canada, [Online] available at 

http://www.yorku.ca/cerlac/documents/Goldring.pdf, accessed on April 20, 2016.  

98. Gorlich, D. and Trebesch, C., „Seasonal Migration and Networks – Evidence on Moldova’s 

Labour Exodus”, 2008, Review of World Economics, vol. 144, no. 8, pp. 107-133.  

99. Government of Canada, 2016, [Online] available at 

http://open.canada.ca/data/en/dataset?_organization_limit=0&keywords=Immigration+Refugees

+and+Citizenship+Canada&_ga=1.23211518.59873853.1487424201, accessed on November 23, 

2016.  

100. Government of Quebec, Statistical Data, [Online] available at 

http://www.midi.gouv.qc.ca/publications/fr/recherches-statistiques/, accessed on November 21, 

2016.  

101. Green, A.G. and Green, D.A., „The Economic Goals of Canada’s Immigration Policy: Past 

and Present”, 1999, Canadian Public Policy, vol. 25, no. 4, pp. 425-451.  

102. Green, N., „The Comparative Method and Poststructural Structuralism: New Perspectives for 

Migration Studies”, 1994, Journal of American Ethnic History, vol. 13, no. 4, pp. 3-22.  

103. Grieco, E. and Hamilton, K.A, „Realizing the Potential of Migrant ‘Earn, Learn, and Return’ 

Strategies: Does Policy Matter?”, Center for Global Development’s 2004 Commitment to 

Development Index, Migration Policy Institute for the Department of International Development, 

Washington, D.C., February 2004, [Online] available at 

http://www.cgdev.org/doc/CDI/Migration_2004.pdf, accessed on February 12, 2016.  

104. Guarnizo, L.E., „The Economics of Transnational Living”, 2003, International Migration 

Review, vol. 37, no. 3, pp. 666-699.  

105. Guarnizo, L.E., Portes, A. and Haller, W., „Assimilation and Transnationalism: Determinants 

of Transnational Political Action among Contemporary Migrants”, 2003, American Journal of 

Sociology, vol. 108, no. 6, pp. 1211-1248.  



 

25 
 

106. Hagen-Zanker, J., „Why Do People Migrate? A Review of the Theoretical Literature”, WP 

no. 2008/WP002, January 2008, Overseas Development Institute (ODI), Maastricht University, 

The Netherlands.  

107. Hatton, T. and Williamson, J., The Age of Mass Migration. Causes and Economic Impact, 

Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998.   

108. Hausmann, R., „The Diaspora Goldmine”, Project Syndicate – The World’s Opinion Page, 25 

July 2015, [Online] available at https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/remittances-not-

only-benefit-to-homeland-economies-by-ricardo-hausmann-2015-06, accessed on August 13, 

2015. 

109. Hegel, P. and Peretz, P., „States and Transnational Actors: Who’s Influencing Whom? A 

Case Study in Jewish Diaspora Politics during the Cold War”, 2005, European Journal of 

International Relations, vol. 11, no. 4, pp. 467-493.  

110. Hirschman, A.O., Exit, Voice and Loyalty. Responses to Decline in Firms, Organizations, 

and States, Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1970.  

111. Hollifield, J., „The Emerging Migration State”, in Portes, A. and DeWind, J., (eds.) 

Rethinking Migration. New Theoretical and Empirical Perspectives, New York: Berghahn 

Books, 2008, pp. 62-89.  

112. Hollifield, J.F., „The Emerging Migration State”, 2004, International Migration Review, vol. 

38, no. 3, pp. 885-912. 

113. Horvath, I., „Aspecte ale culturii migrației în România” in Anghel, R.G. and Horvath, I., 

Sociologia migraţiei. Teorii şi studii de caz româneşti, Iaşi: Polirom, 2009, pp. 156-175.  

114. Horvath, I., „The Culture of Migration of Rural Romanian Youth”, 2008, The Journal of 

Ethnic and Migration Studies, vol. 34, no. 5, pp. 771-786.  

115. Hristev, E., Mincu, G., Sandu, M. and Walewski, M., „The Effects of Migration and 

Remittances in Rural Moldova”, CASE Network Studies & Analyses, no. 389, Warsaw, Poland, 

2009.  

116. Ionescu, D., Engaging Diasporas as Development Partners for Home and Destination 

Countries: Challenges for Policymakers, IOM Migration Research Series, no. 26, Geneva: 

International Organization for Migration, 2006. 

117. Iosifides, T., Qualitative Methods in Migration Studies: A Critical Realist Perspective, 

Surrey: Ashgate, 2011. 

118. Itzigsohn, J. and Saucedo, S.G., „Immigrant Incorporation and Sociocultural 

Transnationalism”, 2002, International Migration Review, vol. 36, no. 3, pp. 766-798.  

119. Jaroszewicz, M. and Lesinska, M., (eds.), „Forecasting Migration between the EU, V4 and 

Eastern Europe. Impact of Visa Abolition”, OSW Report, Warsaw, July 2014.  

120. Kastoryano, R., „Türken mit Deutschem Pass: Sociological and Political Aspects of Dual 

Nationality in Germany”, in Hansen, R. and Weil, P., (eds.), Dual Nationality, Social Rights and 

Federal Citizenship in the US and Europe, Oxford: Berghahn, 2002, pp. 158-175.  

121. King, R. and Mai, N., „Albanian Immigrants in Lecce and Modena: Narratives of Rejection, 

Survival and Integration”, 2004, Population, Place and Space, vol. 10, pp. 444-477.  

122. King, R., „Theories and Typologies of Migration: An Overview and A Primer”, Willy Brandt 

Series of Working Papers in International Migration and Ethnic Relations, Malmö Institute for 

Studies of Migration Diversity and Welfare, Malmö University, Sweden, 2012. 



 

26 
 

123. King, R., Povrzanovic Frykman, M. and Vullnetari, J., „Migration, Transnationalism and 

Development on the Southeastern Flank of Europe”, 2013, vol. 13, no. 2, pp. 125-140. 

124. Kingma, M., Nurses on the Move. Migration and the Global Health Care Economy, Ithaca 

and London: IRL Press, Cornell University Press, 2006.  

125. Koff, H., „Diaspora Philanthropy in the Context of Policy Coherence for Development: 

Implications for the post-2015 Sustainable Development Agenda”, 2016, International 

Migration, online.  

126. Koinova, M., „Diasporas and International Politics: Utilising the Universalistic Creed of 

Liberalism for Particularistic and Nationalist Purposes”, in Bauböck, R. and Faist, T., (eds.), 

Diaspora and Transnationalism: Concepts, Theories and Methods, Amsterdam: Amsterdam 

University Press, 2010, pp. 148-165.  

127. Koser, K., „Long-Distance Nationalism and the Responsible State: The Case of Eritrea”, in 

Østergaard-Nielsen, E., (editor), International Migration and Sending Countries. Perceptions, 

Policies and Transnational Relations, London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2003, pp. 171-184.  

128. Koser, K., International Migration. A Very Short Introduction, Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, 2007. 

129. Kunz, R., „The Discovery of the Diaspora”, 2012, International Political Sociology, vol. 6, 

no. 1, pp. 103-107.  

130. Kuznetsov, Y., Diaspora Networks and the International Migration of Skills. How Countries 

Can Draw on Their Talent Abroad, Washington, D.C.: The World Bank, 2006.  

131. Kymlicka, W., Politica în dialect: naţionalism, multiculturalism şi cetăţenie, Chişinău: ARC, 

2005.  

132. Lacroix, T., „Bonding Collective? The Moral Infrastructures of Transnational Hometown 

Networks”, WP no. 27, International Migration Institute, Oxford, UK, 2010a, [Online] available 

at https://www.imi.ox.ac.uk/publications/wp-27-10, accessed on October 26, 2016.  

133. Lacroix, T., „Hometown Organisations and Development Practices”, WP no. 28, 

International Migration Institute, Oxford, UK, 2010b, [Online] available at 

https://www.imi.ox.ac.uk/publications/wp-28-10, accessed on November 2, 2016. 

134. Lacroix, T., „Transnationalism and Development: The Example of Moroccan Migrant 

Networks”, 2009, The Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, vol. 35, no. 10, pp. 1665-1678.  

135. Larner, W., „Expatriate Experts and Globalising Governmentalities: The New Zealand 

Diaspora Strategy”, 2007, Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers, vol. 32, pp. 331-

345.  

136. Lavenex, S. and Kunz, R., „The Migration-Development Nexus in EU External Relations”, 

2008, European Integration, vol. 30, no. 3, pp. 439-457.  

137. Leclerc, E. and Meyer, J.-B., „Knowledge Diasporas for Development”, 2007, Asian 

Population Studies, vol. 3, no. 2, pp. 153-168.  

138. Levitt, P. and de la Dehesa, R., „Transnational Migration and the Redefinition of the State: 

Variations and Explanations”, 2003, Ethnic and Racial Studies, vol. 26, no. 4, pp. 587-611.  

139. Levitt, P. and Glick Schiller, N., „Conceptualizing Simultaneity. A Transnational Social Field 

Perspective on Society”, in Portes, A. and DeWind, J., (eds.) Rethinking Migration. New 

Theoretical and Empirical Perspectives, New York: Berghahn Books, 2008, pp. 181-218.  

140. Levitt, P. and Lamba-Nieves, D., „‘It’s Not Just About the Economy, Stupid’ – Social 

Remittances Revisited”, May 21, 2010, Migration Policy Institute, [Online] available at 



 

27 
 

http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/its-not-just-about-economy-stupid-social-remittances-

revisited, accessed on June 13, 2016.  

141. Levitt, P., „Social Remittances: Migration Driven Local-Level Forms of Cultural Diffusion”, 

1998, International Migration Review, vol. 32, no. 4, pp. 926-948. 

142. Lima, A., „Transnationalism: A New Mode of Immigrant Integration”, The Mauricio Gastón 

Institute for Latino Community Development and Public Policy, September 17, 2010.  

143. Lücke, M., Mahmoud, T.O. and Pinger, P., „Modele şi tendinţe ale migraţiei şi remitenţelor 

în Republica Moldova”, Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA) and 

International Organization for Migration, June 2007, [Online] available at 

http://www.iom.md/materials/5_patterns_ro.pdf, accessed on March 13, 2016.  

144. Luecke, M., Ganta, V. and Radeke, J., „Permanent Emigration from Moldova: Estimate and 

Implications for Diaspora Policy”, GET – German Economic Team, Policy Briefing Series, 

Berlin/Chișinău, June 2015.  

145. Macari, V. and Badâr, I., Desfășurarea și perfecționarea procesului de privatizare în 

Republica Moldova, Chișinău: Institutul de Cercetări Științifice în Domeniul Informației 

Tehnico-Economice, 1995.  

146. Mahmoud, T.O., Rapoport, H., Steinmayr, A. and Trebesch, C., „Emigration and Political 

Change”, 2012, [Online] available at 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/268270750_Emigration_and_Political_Change, 

accessed on June 24, 2015.  

147. Manning, P., Migration in World History, 2
nd

 edition, New York: Routledge, 2013.   

148. Marchand, K., Langley, S. and Siegel, M., Diaspora Engagement in Development. An 

Analysis of the Engagement of the Nigerian Diaspora in Germany and the Potentials for 

Cooperation, Maastricht Graduate School of Governance, February 2015, Maastricht, The 

Netherlands.  

149. Marchetti, S. and Venturini, A., „Mothers and Grandmothers on the Move: Labour Mobility 

and the Household Strategies of Moldovan and Ukrainian Migrant Women in Italy”, 2014, 

International Migration, vol. 52, no. 5, pp. 111-126.   

150. Marcu, S., „Between Migration and Cross-Border Mobility: Return for Development and 

Europeanization among Moldovian Immigrants”, 2014, Southeast European and Black Sea 

Studies, vol. 14, no. 1, pp. 83-107. 

151. Marienstras, R., „On the Notion of Diaspora”, in Chaliand, G., (editor), Minority Peoples in 

the Age of Nation States, London: Pluto Press, 1989, pp. 119-125.  

152. Martea, G., „Dezvoltarea umană și socială a Basarabiei în mileniul trei – realitate și 

constatări”, 2016, Clipa, no. 1212, May 30, 2016, XXVI, [Online] available at 

http://www.clipa.com/a19333-Dezvoltarea-umana-si-sociala-a-Basarabiei-238-n-mileniul-trei-

realitate-si-constatari.aspx, accessed on June 13, 2016.  

153. Martinez, M., Giraldo, P., Nizami, S., Castro, H., Hassan, S., Durakovic, N. and Zarul, A., 

„PARE 1+1. Improving Moldova’s Remittance-Based Investment Program”, May 2015, Project 

Report, School of International and Public Affairs, Columbia University, SUA.   

154. Massey, D.S, Arango, J., Hugo, G., Kouaouci, A., Pellegrino, A. and Taylor, J.E., „Theories 

of International Migration: A Review and Appraisal”, 1993, Population and Development 

Review, vol. 19, no. 3, pp. 431-466.  



 

28 
 

155. Massey, D.S., „International Migration at the Dawn of the Twenty-First Century: The Role of 

the State”, 1999, Population and Development Review, vol. 25, no. 2, pp. 303-322.  

156. Massey, D.S., Arango, J., Hugo, G., Kouaouci, A., Pellegrino, A. and Taylor, J.E., „An 

Evaluation of International Migration Theory: The North American Case”, 1994, Population and 

Development Review, vol. 20, no. 4, pp. 699-751.  

157. Massey, D.S., Arango, J., Hugo, G., Kouaouci, A., Pellegrino, A. and Taylor, J.E., Worlds in 

Motion: Understanding International Migration at the End of the Millennium, Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 2009.  

158. Mazzucato, V., „Reverse Remittances in the Migration–Development Nexus: Two-Way 

Flows between Ghana and the Netherlands”, 2011, Population, Place and Space, vol. 17, no. 5, 

pp. 454-468.  

159. Meyer, J.-B. and Brown, M., „Scientific Diaspora: A New Approach to the Brain Drain”, 

Discussion Paper no. 41, World Conference on Science, UNESCO-ICSU, Budapest, Hungary, 26 

June – 1 July 1999, [Online] available at http://www.unesco.org/most/meyer.htm, accessed on 

February 4, 2015. 

160. Migration Policy Institute, Top 10 Migration Issues of 2015, December 2015, [Online] 

available at http://www.migrationpolicy.org/programs/migration-information-source/top-10-

migration-issues-2015, accessed on March 22, 2016.  

161. Milioane de lei, investiţi de migranţi în economia ţării. Istoriile de succes ale migranţilor 

moldoveni”, without author, April 20, 2016, [Online] available at 

http://www.prime.md/rom/news/economic/item34649/, accessed on June 20, 2016.  

162. Moldovanu, D., Economia Moldovei în capcana globalizării și a tranziției, Chișinău: Arc, 

2004. 

163. Morales, L. and Jorba, L., „Transnational Links and Practices of Migrants’ Organisations in 

Spain”, in Bauböck, R. and Faist, T., (eds.), Diaspora and Transnationalism: Concepts, Theories 

and Methods, Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 2010, pp. 267-293.  

164. Moraru, V. and Deleu, E., „Generaţii secunde de migraţie: implicaţii politice şi sociale. Cazul 

cetăţenilor moldoveni din Italia”, 2016, Moldoscopie, no. 4 (LXXV), pp. 92-107.  

165. Morawska, E., „‘Diaspora' Diasporas’ Representations of Their Homelands: Exploring the 

Polymorphs”, 2011, Ethnic and Racial Studies, vol. 34, no. 6, pp. 1029-1048. 

166. Morawska, E., „International Migration: Its Various Mechanisms and Different Theories that 

Try to Explain It”, Willy Brandt Series of Working Papers in International Migration and Ethnic 

Relations, Malmö Institute for Studies of Migration Diversity and Welfare, Malmö University, 

Sweden, 2007.   

167. Moșneaga, V., „Republic of Moldova: Diaspora and Diaspora Policy”, 2014, Slovak Journal 

of Political Sciences, vol. 14, no. 2, pp. 149-172.  

168. Moşneaga, V., Moraru, V., Rusnac, G. and Ţurcan, V., Faţetele unui process: migraţia forţei 

de muncă din Republica Moldova, Chişinău: Prim, 2011.  

169. Мошняга, В. and Евдокимова, Л., „Трудовые мигранты Молдовы: в поисках механизма 

защита (по результатам экспертного опроса)”, 2003, Moldoscopie (Probleme de analiză 

politică), Partea XXII, Chişinău: USM. 

170. Мошняга, В. and Цуркан, B., „Миграционные планы выпускников молдавских вузов”, 

2015, Демографическое Обозрение, vol. 2, no. 2.  



 

29 
 

171. Мошняга, В., „Трудовая миграция в Республике Молдова: основные тенденции и 

объёмы” in Moldova, România, Ucraina: integrarea Europeană şi migrarea forţei de muncă, 

Chişinău: CAPTES, 2000.  

172. Mossin Broden, B., „Migration and Development: The Flavour of the 2000s”, 2012, 

International Migration, vol. 50, no. 3, pp. 2-7. 

173. Moya, J.C., „Immigrants and Associations: A Global and Historical Perspective”, 2007, 

Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, vol. 31, no. 5, pp. 833-864.  

174. Mukomel, V. and Cheianu-Andrei, D., „Moldovenii în Federația Rusă: profilul 

socioeconomic și provocările de politici”, „Cartografierea Diasporei Moldovenești I”, 

International Organization for Migration, Chișinău, 2013.  

175. National Bank of the Republic of Moldova, [Online] available at http://www.bnm.org, 

accessed on February 14, 2016.  

176. National Bureau of Statistics (Biroul Național de Statistică, BNS), „Migrația forței de 

muncă”, Chișinău, 2013, [Online] available at 

http://www.statistica.md/public/files/publicatii_electronice/migratia/Sinteza_MFM_2012.pd, 

accessed on March 13, 2015.  

177. National Bureau of Statistics (Biroul Național de Statistică, BNS), Forţa de muncă în 

Republica Moldova. Ocupare şi şomaj, 2016, [Online] available at 

http://www.statistica.md/public/files/publicatii_electronice/AFM_2016_rom.pdf, accessed on 

December 10, 2016.  

178. Nedelcu, M., „Migrants’ New Transnational Habitus: Rethinking Migration through a 

Cosmopolitan Lens in the Digital Age”, 2012, Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, vol. 38, 

no. 9, pp. 1339-1356.  

179. Newland, K. and Patrick, E., „Beyond Remittances: The Role of Diaspora in Poverty 

Reduction in Their Countries of Origin”, A Scoping Study, Migration Policy Institute for the 

Department of International Development, Washington, D.C., July 2004, [Online] available at 

http://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/beyond-remittances-role-diaspora-poverty-reduction-

their-countries-origin, accessed on February 27, 2016.  

180. Newland, K. and Tanaka, H., Mobilizing Diaspora Entrepreneurship for Development, 

Diasporas & Development Policy Project, Washington, D.C.: Migration Policy Institute, 2010.  

181. Newland, K., „A New Surge of Interest in Migration and Development”, February 1, 2007, 

Migration Policy Institute, [Online] available at http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/new-

surge-interest-migration-and-development, accessed on March 3, 2014. 

182. Newland, K., „Migration as a Factor in Development and Poverty Reduction: The Impact of 

Rich Countries’ Immigration Policies on the Prospects of Poor”, in Picciotto, R. and Veaving, R., 

(eds.), Impact of Rich Countries’ Policies on Poor Countries: Towards a Level Playing Field in 

Development Cooperation, New Jersey: Transactions Publishers, 2004, pp. 187-214. 

183. Nicholson, B., „Migrants as Agents of Development: Albanian Return Migrants and Micro-

enterprise”, in Pop, D., (editor), New Patterns of Labour Migration in Central and Eastern 

Europe, AMM Publishing House, Open Society Foundation, 2004, pp. 94-110.  

184. Nilsson, K., „The Ties that Bind. A Study of Diaspora Engagement Policies in Ghana”, 

Dissertation Thesis, Lund University, Sweden, 2011.  



 

30 
 

185. Nkongolo-Bakenda, J-M. and Chrysostome, E.V., „Engaging Diasporas as International 

Entrepreneurs in Developing Countries: In Search of Determinants”, 2013, Journal of 

International Entrepreneurship, vol. 11, no. 1, pp. 30-64.  

186. Nyberg-Sørensen, N., „Coherence and Contradictions in Danish Migration-Development 

Policy and Practice”, 2016, European Journal of Development Research, vol. 28, no. 1, pp. 62-

75.  

187. Nyberg-Sørensen, N., „The Development Dimension of Migrant Remittances”, WP no. 1, 

IOM, 2004, [Online] available at 

https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/the_development_dimension.pdf, accessed at April 

13, 2014.  

188. Nyberg-Sørensen, N., Van Hear, N. and Engberg-Pedersen, P., „The Migration-Development 

Nexus: Evidence and Policy Options”, 2002, International Migration, vol. 40, no. 5, pp. 50-73.  

189. Olesen, H., „Migration, Return, and Development: An Institutional Perspective”, 2002, 

International Migration, vol. 40, no. 5, SI 2, pp. 126-150. 

190. Onica, C., „Women’s Migration from Post-Soviet Moldova: Performing Transnational 

Motherhood”, Dissertation Thesis, CEU, Budapest, Hungary, 2008.  

191. Oprunenco, A., „Migration Issue in Programs and Platforms of Political Parties in Moldova”, 

CARIM-East Explanatory Note 11/21, January 2012, Consortium for Applied Research on 

International Migration, European University Institute.  

192. Orozco, M. and Rouse, R., „Migrant Hometown Associations and Opportunities for 

Development: A Global Perspective”, Migration Policy Institute, February 1, 2007, [Online] 

available at http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/migrant-hometown-associations-and-

opportunities-development-global-perspective, accessed on February 23, 2015.  

193. Orozco, M., „Diasporas and Development: Issues and Impediments” in Brinkerhoff, J.M., 

(editor), Diasporas and International Development: Exploring the Potential, Boulder: Lynne 

Rienner, 2008, pp. 245-260. 

194. Orozco, M., „Looking Forward and Including Migration in Development: Remittance 

Leveraging Opportunities for Moldova”, International Organization for Migration, Chișinău, 

Republic of Moldova, December 2007.  

195. Orozco, M., Lowell, B.L., Bump, M. and Fedewa, R., „Transnational Engagement, 

Remittances and their Relationship to Development in Latin America and the Caribbean”, July 

2005, Institute for the Study of International Migration, Final Report Submitted to the 

Rockefeller Foundation, Georgetown University, USA, [Online] available at 

https://monroecollege.edu/uploadedFiles/_Site_Assets/PDF/Remittances-and-Development-in-

Latin-A-and-CA.pdf, accessed March 23, 2016.  

196. Østergaard-Nielsen, E., (editor), International Migration and Sending Countries. 

Perceptions, Policies and Transnational Relations, London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2003.  

197. Østergaard-Nielsen, E., „Mobilising the Moroccans: Policies and Perceptions of 

Transnational Co-Development Engagement among Moroccan Migrants in Catalonia”, 2009, 

Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, vol. 35, no. 10, pp. 1623-1641.  

198. Özden, C., Rapoport, H. and Schiff, M., „Five Questions on International Migration and 

Development”, 2011, The World Bank Economic Review, vol. 25, no. 1, pp. 1-11.  



 

31 
 

199. Page, B. and Mercer, C., „Why Do People Do Stuff? Reconceptualizing Remittance 

Behaviour in Diaspora-Development Research and Policy”, 2012, Progress in Development 

Studies, vol. 12, no. 1, pp. 1-18. 

200. Paladi, G., Gagauz, O. and Penina, O., Îmbătrînirea populaţiei în Republica Moldova: 

consecinţe economice şi sociale, Chișinău: Institutul Integrare Europeană și Științe Politice al 

Academiei de Științe a Moldovei, 2009.  

201. Patterson, R., „Transnationalism: Diaspora-Homeland Development”, 2006, Social Forces, 

vol. 84, no. 4, pp. 1891-1907.  

202. Pinger, P., „Come Back or Stay? Spend Here or There? Return and Remittances: The Case of 

Moldova”, 2010, International Migration, vol. 48, no. 5, pp. 142-173.  

203. Piracha, M. and Saraogi, A., „Remittances and Migration Intentions of the Left-Behind”, 

2015, Migration and Development, published online.  

204. Piras, S., Vittuari, M., Mollers, J. and Herzfeld, T., „Remittances and Agricultural Change. 

On-Farm Investments of Moldovan Migrants”, Paper presented at the conference Rural Labor in 

Transition, 22-24 June 2016, organizers IAMO and IZA, Halle, Germania.  

205. Ponossian, R., „Courting a Diaspora: Armenia-Diaspora Relations since 1998”, in 

Østergaard-Nielsen, E., (editor), International Migration and Sending Countries. Perceptions, 

Policies and Transnational Relations, London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2003, pp. 140- 170.  

206. Poppe, R., „The Matching Approach on Expenditure Patterns of Migrant Households: 

Evidence from Moldova”, Working Paper no. 444, July 2007, Advanced Studies in International 

Economic Policy Research Kiel Institute for the World Economy, Kiel, Germania.  

207. Porcescu, S., „Moldova’s Diaspora Policies: The Path from Moderate to an Active 

Engagement”, in Varzari, V., Tajeda, G., Porcescu, S. and Bolay, J.-C. (eds.), Skilled Migration 

and Development Practices: Republic of Moldova and the Countries of South East Europe, 

Chișinău, 2013, pp. 35-44. 

208. Portes, A. and DeWind, J., „A Cross-Atlantic Dialogue: The Progress of Research and 

Theory in the Study of International Migration”, in Portes, A. and DeWind, J., (eds.) Rethinking 

Migration. New Theoretical and Empirical Perspectives, New York: Berghahn Books, 2008, pp. 

3-28.  

209. Portes, A. and Rumbaut, R., Legacies: The Story of the Immigrant Second Generation, 

Berkeley: University of California Press, 2001.  

210. Portes, A., „Conclusion: Theoretical Convergencies and Empirical Evidence in the Study of 

Immigrant Transnationalism”, 2003, International Migration Review, vol. 37, no. 3, pp. 874-892.  

211. Portes, A., „Global Villagers: The Rise of Transnational Communities”, 1996a, The 

American Prospect, no. March-April, [Online] available at http://prospect.org/article/global-

villagers-rise-transnational-communities, accessed on February 14, 2016.   

212. Portes, A., „Globalization from Below: The Rise of Transnational Communities”, in Smith, 

W.P. and Korczenwicz, R.P., (eds.), Latin America in the World Economy, Westport: Green 

Press, 1996b, pp. 151-168.  

213. Portes, A., „Immigration Theory for a New Century: Some Problems and Opportunities”, 

1997, International Migration Review, vol. 31, no. 4, pp. 799-825. 

214. Portes, A., „Introduction: The Debates and Significance of Immigrant Transnationalism”, 

2001, Global Networks, vol. 1, no. 3, pp. 181-193.  



 

32 
 

215. Portes, A., „Migration, Development, and Segmented Assimilation: A Conceptual Review of 

the Evidence”, 2007, Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, vol. 610, 

no. 1, pp. 73-97.  

216. Portes, A., „Towards a New World – the Origin and Effects of Transnational Activities”, 

1999, Ethnic and Racial Studies, vol. 22, no. 2, pp. 465-477. 

217. Portes, A., Escobar, C. and Radford, A.W., „Immigrant Transnational Organizations and 

Development: A Comparative Study”, 2007, International Migration Review, vol. 41, no. 1, pp. 

242-281.  

218. Portes, A., Guarnizo, L.E. and Haller, J.H., „Transnational Entrepreneurs: An Alternative 

Form of Immigrant Economic Adaptation”, 2002, American Sociological Review, vol. 67, no. 2, 

pp. 278-298.  

219. Portes, A., Guarnizo, L.E. and Landolt, P., „The Study of Transnationalism: Pitfalls and 

Promise of an Emergent Research Field”, 1999, Ethnic and Racial Studies, vol. 22, no. 2, pp. 

217- 237.  

220. Postolachi, V., Poalelungi, O., Moșneaga, V. and Gonța, V., Republica Moldova – 

problemele migrației, Institutul Muncii din Republica Moldova and Institutul Muncii GSEE din 

Grecia, Chișinău: 2007.  

221. Preibisch, K., Dodd, W. and Su, Y, „Pursuing the Capabilities Approach within the 

Migration-Development Nexus”, 2016, Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, pp. 2111-2127, 

published online.  

222. Prohnițchi, V. and Lupușor, A., „Opțiuni privind valorificarea remitențelor și economiilor 

emigranților pentru dezvoltarea Republicii Moldova”, February-April 2013, UNDP-Moldova, 

Chișinău.  

223. Radu, B., Reziliența fostelor comunități miniere, Cluj: Editura Presa Universitară Clujeană, 

2015. 

224. Ragazzi, F., „A Comparative Analysis of Diaspora Policies”, 2014, Political Geography, vol. 

41, no. July, pp. 74-89. 

225. Ragazzi, F., „Diaspora: The Politics of Its Meanings”, 2012, International Political 

Sociology, vol. 6, no. 1, pp. 107-111. 

226. Ragazzi, F., „Governing Diasporas”, 2009, International Political Sociology, vol. 3, no. 4, pp. 

378-397. 

227. Raghuram, P., „Which Migration, What Development? Unsettling the Edifice of Migration 

and Development”, 2009, Population, Space and Place, vol. 15, no. 2, pp. 103-117.  

228. Ratha, D., „The Impact of Remittances of Economic Growth and Poverty Reduction”, Policy 

Brief, no. 8, September 2013, Migration Policy Institute, [Online] available at 

http://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/impact-remittances-economic-growth-and-poverty-

reduction, accessed on April 12, 2016.  

229. Reitz, J.G., „Tapping Immigrants’ Skills: New Directions for Canadian Immigration Policy in 

the Knowledge Economy”, 2005, Law and Business Review of the Americas, vol. 11, pp. 409-

432.  

230. Riddle, L. and Nielsen, T.M., „Policies to Strengthen Diaspora Investment and 

Entrepreneurship: Cross-national Perspectives”, in Sharma, K., Kashyap, A., Montes, M.F. and 

Ladd, P., (eds.), Realizing the Development Potential of Diasporas, Washington: United Nations 

University Press, 2011, pp. 230-252. 



 

33 
 

231. Riddle, L., „Diasporas: Exploring their Development Potential”, 2008, Journal of 

Microfinance/ESR Review, vol. 10, no. 2, pp. 28-35.  

232. Rios Avila, F. and Schlarb, E., „Bank Accounts and Savings – The Impact of Remittances 

and Migration: A Case Study of Moldova”, Working Paper no. 448, May 2008, Advanced 

Studies in International Economic Policy Research Kiel Institute for the World Economy, Kiel, 

Germania. 

233. Roșca, D., „The Influence of Foreign Capital Enterprises on the Economy and Society of 

Moldova”, 2003, SEER: Journal for Labour and Social Affairs in Eastern Europe, vol. 6, no. 1-2, 

pp. 17-26.  

234. Rosenau, J.N., Distant Proximities: Dynamics Beyond Globalization, Princeton: Princeton 

University Press, 2003.  

235. Rotariu, T., „Migrația ca factor de creștere a populației”, in Demografie și sociologia 

populației. Structuri și procese demografice, Iași: Polirom, 2009, pp. 146-194.  

236. Rother, N. and Nebe, T.M., „More Mobile, More European? Free Movement and EU 

Identity”, in Recchi, E. and Favell, A. (eds.), Pioneers of European Integration. Citizenship and 

Mobility in the EU, Cheltenham: Edward Elgar, 2009, pp. 120-155.   

237. Ryazantsev, S., „The Impact of Diaspora on the Development of CIS Countries”, in Tamas, 

K. and Palme, J., How Migration Can Benefit Development: Bridging the Research and Policy 

Gap, Institute for Futures Studies, 2006, pp. 133-147.  

238. Safran, W., „Diasporas in Modern Societies: Myths of Homeland and Return”, 1991, 

Diaspora: A Journal of Transnational Studies, vol. 1, no. 1, pp. 83-99. 

239. Sandu, D., Lumile sociale ale migrației românești în străinătate, Iași: Polirom, 2010.  

240. Sandu, D., Spațiul social al tranziției, Iași: Polirom, 1999.  

241. Schwartz, R., „Analiza legăturii între comunitățile moldovenești de peste hotare (CMH) și 

Moldova”, Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA) and International 

Organization for Migration, Chișinău, May 2007.  

242. Shain, Y. and Barth, A., „Diasporas and International Relations Theory”, 2003, International 

Organization, vol. 57, no. 3, pp. 449-479. 

243. Shain, Y., Kinship and Diasporas in International Affairs, Ann Arbor: University of 

Michigan Press, 2007. 

244. Sheffer, G., (editor), Modern Diasporas in International Politics, London: Croom Helm, 

1986. 

245. Sheffer, G., Diaspora Politics. At Home Abroad, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

2006. 

246. Siegel, M. and Lücke, M., „Migrant Transnationalism and the Choice of Transfer Channels 

for Remittances: The Case of Moldova”, 2013, Global Networks, vol. 13, no. 1, pp. 120-141.  

247. Skeldon, R., „International Migration as a Tool in Development Policy: A Passing Phase?”, 

2008, Population and Development Review, vol. 34, no. 1, pp. 1-18. 

248. Skeldon, R., Migration and Development: A Global Perspective, Essex: Longman, 1997.  

249. Smith, R.C., „Diasporic Memberships in Historical Perspective: Comparative Insights from 

the Mexican, Italian, and Polish Cases”, 2003, International Migration Review, vol. 37, no. 3, pp. 

724-759.  

250. Sokefeld, M., „Mobilizing in Transnational Space: A Social Movement Approach to the 

Formation of Diaspora”, 2006, Global Networks, vol. 6, no. 3, pp. 265-284.  



 

34 
 

251. Stanton Russell, S., „Remittances from International Migration. A Review in Perspective”, 

1986, World Development, vol. 14, no. 6, pp. 677-696.  

252. Statistics Canada, Survey 2011, [Online] available at http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-

recensement/index-eng.cfm, accessed on October 23, 2016.  

253. Strategia Națională de Dezvoltare „Moldova 2020”, Parliament of Republic of Moldova, 

2012. 

254. Sutherland, P.D., „Migration Is Development: How Migration Matters to the Post-2015 

Debate”, [Online] available at 

http://esa.un.org/unmigration/Migration_is_Development_by_PSutherland_MPP.pdf, accessed 

on May 5, 2016.  

255. Червонюк, B., Калинский, И. și Иванец, Г., «Конституционное право России», 

Энциклопедический словарь, 2002, Национальная юридическая энциклопедия, [Online] 

available at http://determiner.ru/dictionary/543/word/sotechestveniki, accessed on February 3, 

2016.  

256. Tajeda, G. and Bolay, J-C., (eds), Scientific Diasporas as Development Partners. Skilled 

Migrants from Colombia, India and South Africa in Switzerland: Empirical Evidence and Policy 

Responses, Bern: Peter Lang, 2010.  

257. Tajeda, G., Varzari, V. and Porcescu, S., „Scientific Diasporas, Transnationalism and Home-

country Development: Evidence from a Study of Skilled Moldovans Abroad”, 2013, Southeast 

European and Black Sea Studies, vol. 13, no. 2, pp. 157-173.  

258. The Economist, „A World of Exiles”, Januarz 2, 2003, [Online] available at 

http://www.economist.com/node/1511765, accessed on August 13, 2015. 

259. Tölölyan, K., „Armenian Diaspora and Armenia: Issues of Identity and Mobilization. An 

Interview with Khanchig Tölölyan”, 2014, Ètudes Armèniennes Contemporaines, „Juifs, 

Arméniens: Un siècle d’État”, no. 3, July, pp. 83-101, [Online] available at 

https://eac.revues.org/565, accessed on July 3, 2016. 

260. Tölölyan, K., „Diaspora Studies: Past, Present, and Promise”, WP no. 55, International 

Migration Institute, Oxford University, UK, 2012, [Online] available at 

http://www.imi.ox.ac.uk/pdfs/wp/wp-55-12.pdf, accessed on March 24, 2015.  

261. Tölölyan, K., „Rethinking Diaspora(s): Stateless Power in the Transnational Moment”, 1996, 

Diaspora, vol. 5, pp. 3-36.  

262. Trading Economics, Moldova Imports 2015-2016, 2016, [Online] available at 

http://www.tradingeconomics.com/moldova/imports, accessed on February 15, 2016.  

263. UNDP, United Nations, Human Development Report 2015. Work for Human Development, 

2015a, [Online] available at 

http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/2015_human_development_report.pdf, accessed on March 

16, 2016.  

264. UNDP, United Nations, Human Development Report 2015. Work for Human Development, 

Briefing note for countries on the 2015 Human Development Report, Moldova (Republic of), 

2015b, [Online] available at http://hdr.undp.org/sites/all/themes/hdr_theme/country-

notes/MDA.pdf, accessed on March 16, 2016.  

265. UNHCR, United Nations, World at War. Global Trends. Forced Displacement in 2014, 2014, 

[Online] available at http://unhcr.org/556725e69.html, accessed on March 16, 2016.  



 

35 
 

266. United Nations, Department for Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division, Trends in 

International Migrant Stock: Migrants by Destination and Origin (United Nations database, 

POP/DB/MIG/Stock/Rev.2015), December 2015b.   

267. United Nations, Department for Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division, 

Population Facts, Trends in International Migration, 2015, December 2015a, no. 2015/4, 

[Online] available at 

http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/publications/populationfacts/docs/

MigrationPopFacts20154.pdf, accessed on March 23, 2016.  

268. United Nations, Department for Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division, World 

Population Prospects. The 2015 Revision. Key Findings and Advance Tables, 2015c, [Online] 

available at https://esa.un.org/unpd/wpp/publications/files/key_findings_wpp_2015.pdf, accessed 

on April 23, 2016. 

269. United Nations, Department for Economic and Social Affairs, World Economic and Social 

Survey: International Migration, New York, 2004. 

270. Uphoff, N., „Some Analytical Issues in Measuring Empowerment for the Poor, with Concern 

for Community and Local Governance”, paper presented at „Workshop on Measuring 

Empowerment: Cross-Disciplinary Perspectives”, World Bank, Washington, 4-5 February, 2003, 

[Online] available at 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTEMPOWERMENT/Resources/486312-

1095970750368/529763-1095970803335/uphoff.pdf, accessed on March 17, 2013.  

271. Vargas-Silva, C., Handbook of Research Methods in Migration, Cheltenham: Edward Elgar, 

2012.  

272. Vasiliu, V., „Exclusiv: V. Plahotniuc regretă excesele lui Dodon, nu uită de Filat și are o 

ofertă pentru Jurnal TV”, January 24, 2017, [Online] available at 

https://deschide.md/ro/stiri/politic/6452/Exclusiv--Interviu-Vlad-Plahotniuc-regret%C4%83-

excesele-lui-Dodon-nu-a-uitat-de-Filat-%C8%99i-are-o-ofert%C4%83-pentru-Jurnal-TV.htm, 

accessed on March 13, 2017.  

273. Vertovec, S., „Conceiving and Researching Transnationalism”, 1999, Ethnic and Racial 

Studies, vol. 22, no. 2, pp. 447-462.  

274. Vertovec, S., „Migrant Transnationalism and Modes of Transformation”, 2004, International 

Migration Review, vol. 38, no. 3, pp. 970-1001.  

275. Vertovec, S., „Migrant Transnationalism and Modes of Transformation”, in Portes, A. and 

DeWind, J., (eds.) Rethinking Migration. New Theoretical and Empirical Perspectives, New 

York: Berghahn Books, 2008, pp. 149-180.  

276. Vertovec, S., „The Political Importance of Diaspora”, WP no. 13, Centre on Migration, 

Policy and Society, Oxford University, 2005. 

277. Vertovec, S., „Three Meanings of Diaspora, Exemplified among South Asian Religions”, 

1997, Diaspora, vol. 6, no. 3, pp. 277-299. 

278. Vianello, F.A., „International Migrations and Care Provisions for Elderly People Left Behind. 

The Cases of the Republic of Moldova and Romania”, 2015, European Journal of Social Work, 

published online.  

279. Vlase, I., „‘My Husband Is a Patriot!’: Gender and Romanian Family Return Migration from 

Italy”, 2013, Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, vol. 39, no. 5, pp. 741-758.  



 

36 
 

280. Voicu, B. and Șerban, M., „Immigrant Involvement in Voluntary Associations in Europe”, 

2012, Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, vol. 32, no. 10, pp. 1569-1587.  

281. Vremiș, M., Craievschi-Toartă, V., Burdelnîi, E., Herm, A. and Poulain, M., „Profilul 

migrațional extins al Republicii Moldova”, International Organization for Migration, Chișinău, 

2013, [Online] available at http://www.iom.md/attachments/110_raportpmero.pdf, accessed on 

March 13, 2015.  

282. Waldinger, R., Popkin, E. and Managa, H.A., „Conflict and Contestation in the Cross-Border 

Community: Hometown Associations Reassessed”, 2008, Ethnic and Racial Studies, vol. 31, no. 

5, pp. 843-870. 

283. Word Bank Group and KNOMAD, „Migration and Remittances. Recent Developments and 

Outlook”, Migration and Development Brief 26, April, 2016, [Online] available at 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/24012/9781464809132.pdf, 

accessed on June 12, 2016.  

284. World Bank, „Migration and Remittances Factbook 2008”, 1
st
 edition, 2008.  

285. World Bank, „Migration and Remittances Factbook 2011”, 2
nd

 edition, 2011.  

286. World Bank, „Migration and Remittances Factbook 2016”, 3
rd

 edition, 2016.  

287. World Bank, „Remittances to Developing Countries Edge up Slightly in 2015”, Press release, 

April, 13 2016, [Online] available at http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-

release/2016/04/13/remittances-to-developing-countries-edge-up-slightly-in-2015, accessed on 

May 5, 2016.  

288. World Bank, Data – Personal remittances, received (% of GDP), [Online] available at 

http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/BX.TRF.PWKR.DT.GD.ZS, accessed on May 10, 2016.  

289. World Bank, Migration and Remittances, 2016b, [Online] available at 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/migrationremittancesdiasporaissues/brief/migration-

remittances-data, accessed on February 13, 2016.   

290. World Bank, Moldova: Moving to a Market Economy, Washington, 1994.  

291. Yanovich, L., „Children Left Behind: The Impact of Labor Migration in Moldova and 

Ukraine”, 23 January, 2015, Migration Policy Institute, [Online] available at 

http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/children-left-behind-impact-labor-migration-moldova-

and-ukraine, accessed on May 13, 2016.  

292. Zelinsky, Z., „The Hypothesis of the Mobility Transition”, 1971, Geographical Review, vol. 

61, no. 2, pp. 219-249. 

293. Ziarul de Gardă, „[sondaj] Diaspora se implică?”, 25 August 2016, [Online] available at 

http://www.zdg.md/editia-print/politic/sondaj-diaspora-se-implica, accessed on August 29, 2016.  

294. Zietsma, D., „Immigrants Working in Regulated Occupations”, February 2010, Perspectives, 

Statistics Canada – Catalogue no. 75-001-X, [Online] available at 

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/75-001-x/2010102/pdf/11121-eng.pdf, accessed on March 1, 2017. 

 


