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Man has the mission to come closer to God, to know Him and to glorify Him, and
one of his main duties is to worship Him completely. This worship of man before deity is
made in a sacred space, which can be regarded as a center of his life or even as a center of the
earth.

Sacred space, by excellence, is the place that serves as the earthly dwelling of God,
an earthly microcosm of a cosmic realm, where the sky unites with the earth®. At this meeting
point man can bring God the deepest sacrifice, which is the sacrifice, and the value of this
sacrifice lies in the quality of the sacrifice. By falling into ancestral sin (Gen 3,6-7) and by
losing communion with God, man has come to the conclusion that he has to make many
sacrifices to enter into communion with God. The supernatural revelation of the Old
Testament seeks to bring man closer to God by sacrifice, by the quality of this sacrifice, but
especially by the good intention and the pure heart of the sacrificer.

The issue of the sacred space to the Jews was treated very briefly in the Romanian
literature of specialty and we considered that this subject deserves a more detailed approach,
both archeologically and exegetically, as it is the premise of man's encounter with God in a
well-definedspace. This paper presents a chronological and historical analysis of what the
sacred space meant for man, from the sacrifice brought by Cain and Abel to the construction
of the temples, by presenting and analyzing each form of cult according to the historical
moment.

The aims pursued in this paper highlight the significance of the sacred space for the
Jews by describing places and biblical events where patriarchs and prophets worshiped God,
but also the morphological definition of the sacred space. We have also highlighted as a
leitmotif of this work the need for the continuity of the search for sacred space by man after
falling into sin by offering sacrifices in high places or elsewhere where God appeared to men
or by prayer as a sign of gratitude for the benefits received from God. Another objective was
to analyze the evolution of the form of the sacred space from the altar to the temple, and
through the historical and chronological presentation of the events related to the sacred space,
we aimed to present archaeological finds in Israel that refer to altars, sacrifices, Holy Tombs,
Canaanitetemples, and the Temple of Jerusalem, and the theological approach of the biblical
texts fitted with archaeological finds in Israel.

! loan STANCU, Templul din lerusalim (Pitesti: Tiparg, 1999), 20-26; Cristian MUNTEAN, ,,lerusalim, istorie si
eshatologie,” ST 1-2 (2004): 165.



The main objective was to demonstrate the superiority of the Temple in Jerusalem to
other temples of the various polytheistic beliefs by comparatively presenting the functionality
and the architecture of these temples, and, above all, by highlighting the presence of God in
the Holy Trinity and the Temple of Jerusalem, but, also, by exposing all the biblical texts that
refer to the dwelling, the presence, and the glory of God.

The theme proposes an approach to the sacred space and the Temple of Jerusalem
both from a historical and an archaeological point of view, as well as an exegetic-theological
approach. The paper consists of five chapters, preceded by an introduction to the theme of the
temple and a section of the preliminaries in which we present the reflection of the theme in
the Romanian and international literature, the subject's premises, the morpho-semantic
determinations and the current stage of the research.

In the first chapter, we proposed the exposition in the form of a parallel description
of the temple as a form of expression of the sacred space in the monotheistic beliefs,
respectively in Judaism and in the polytheistic beliefs. In order to understand the influence of
the polytheistic beliefs on Judaism and the structure of the Temple, we considered it necessary
to search the sites of the temples of Canaan archaeologically before the Israeli conquest.

In order to be understood, the subject of the Temple requires a morphological
analysis of the sacred space and a description of the evolution of the sacred space to the
Israelites from the first sacrifice brought by Cain and Abel to the establishment of the Shilo
tent. This evolution of the sacred space to the Israelites until the construction of the Temple in
Jerusalem can be divided into two stages.

The first stage or phase of the cult is the pre-institutional one, when the first people
on Earth wedged themselves to God in high places where sacrificial altars were being raised.
If, primarily, Cain, Abel, Noah, and the Patriarchs sought God where their religious sense
was, later, after the exodus of Egypt, the Israelites received the commandment from God to
honor Him at the Holy Tent (JES 25). Not all were able to reach the Holy Tent, but, at the
great feasts, they had to bring sacrificethere. The second stage of the cult is the institutional
phase when God makes a covenant with his people, giving Moses the tables of the law and the
pattern of the Holy Tent, the place of God's presence among the people. At first there were
several sacrificial altars, which were of equal importance, but when all the tribes were to
meet, there was no place of worship other than the Holy Tent. The importance of the Holy
Tent is what we know from the moment God commands Moses, telling him: "Make Me a
holy place, and | will dwell among them" (Jn 25: 8). The Holy Tent is the house of the Lord,
the only place of worship of the Israelites during the wandering through the wilderness, and



after their settlement in Canaan. The Holy Tent was very important for preserving the
monotheistic faith of the Israelites, but also for preserving the unity of the twelve tribes.

Both the altars and the Holy Tent are places of worship that predict the construction
of the Temple of Solomon. For Jerusalem to become the spiritual center of Israel's religious
life and symbol of cultic unity, King David brings the Holy Ark here. He intended to make a
house for the Lord, considering the location of the Holy Ark as modest in a tent. King David
has the idea of building the Temple, preparing the construction materials, the working teams
and the servants of this place, but the proper construction belongs to his son, King Solomon.
The second chapter of the work is the central point of it, including an archaeological and
theological investigation of the Temple built by King Solomon. The temple was built by King
David's son, Solomon, who erected this great house dedicated to God on Mount Zion in
Jerusalem. The temple is the place of the encounter between God and the earthly world,
having the central image of God to Whom it is dedicated. During the years, the Temple
retains its consecrated acceptance of the root of the Greek word "temeneous™ as an edifice
reserved for the hosting of certain divinities and destined to practice the cult, separate from
the earthly world. The main feature of the Temple is given by the image of deity, by the
power that transcends the human, creating a space beyond the sensible reality. This space
becomes sacred through its verticality, making the spiritual connection between heaven and
earth, between God and man, outlining the boundaries of a space that recedes and penetrates
the ineffable spiritual. "The temple is a reflection of the divine world. His architecture is like
the representation that people have about the divine: effervescence of life in the Hindu temple,
measure in the temples of the Acropolis, wisdom and love in the Christian temples, the
covenant between heaven and earth in mosques. The temples are the earthly replicas of
heavenly archetypes, as well as cosmic images®.

The earthly temple is built according to the shape of the heavenly pattern and
represents the heavenly prototype established on earth. This Earthly Temple incorporates,
encompasses the sacred space and conveys power to mankind through its contact with the
temple. Generally, this happens through ritual or cult, which is an outer form of expression of
the sacred space, an image that symbolizes and embodies the divine essence in this space.

In much of its history, the Temple of Jerusalem, built by King Solomon, represented for the
Jews the focus of the religious, political and cultural life. The presence of God and the

outpouring of His glory over this Temple prove the supremacy of the Temple in Jerusalem

2 Jean CHEVALIER si Alain GHEERBRANT, Dicfionar de simboluri. Mituri, vise, obiceiuri, gesturi, forme, figuri,
culori, numere, vol. 3 (Bucuresti: Artemis, 2009), 61.



over the other temples of the various deities. The temple represented the cultural unity of the
Israelite people and the symbol of the unity of the people. The exposition of the elements in
the Temple was made on the basis of the biblical text and the description of their symbolism,
as well as of the archaeological elements discovered along the great archaeological
expeditions in Jerusalem. The third part of this chapter includes a theological approach of the
theme of the Temple, highlighting God's dwelling in the Temple, His presence, the holiness of
the Temple and the sacerdot at the Temple.

But this Glory of God has been revealed to men in its fullness through our Lord Jesus
Christ who came into the world to give Himself to everybody. The Body of the Lord Jesus
Christ took over this function of the Holy Temple, for through the Resurrection from the dead
of the Savior, His Body became the Temple of His presence in the world through the Holy
Eucharist. With the Sacrifice and Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, the designation of the
Temple in Jerusalem as a sign of the presence of God in the midst of His people ceased.
In the last part of this chapter we considered necessary the eschatological exposition of the
temple in the vision of the prophet Ezekiel (40-48), of the heavenly temple where God will
rule over everybody. We consider the location of the Temple in Jerusalem on Mount Zion to
be the most important symbol that expresses the sacred centrality of the Temple, and its
construction on this high mountain (Ezk 40,2) is the cosmic mountain. Through the vision of
the prophet Ezekiel of the heavenly Temple, we must understand that the new cosmos has
begun to be made through the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. The body of the risen
Christ is the center around which the new heaven and the new earth are organized. This new
universe, which will take the place of the old one at the end of the world, ,,is the culmination
of the infinite expansion or extensionof this center through the Church™.

The temple rewalled by Zorobabel after the return from the Babylonian bondage forms
the third chapter of our approach, both from the archaeological point of view and from the
theological approach. The exposition of this temple is aimed at observing the restoration of
the Jewish cult around the Temple in the post-exile period.

In the fourth chapter of the paper, we proposed a brief exposition of the Jewish temples
outside the country from Elephantine and Leontopolis, but also of the second temple in Israel
outside Jerusalem, that of Mount Garizim. The description of the pagan goddesses of Baal and
Astarte and their temples dedicated to them was considered necessary in understanding the

propensity of the Israelite people to worship them.

¥ Vasile MIHOC, ,,Elemente de ecleziologie in cartea Apocalipsei,” O 4 (1982): 513,


http://hallo.ro/dictionar-englez-roman/extension

The last part of the PhD thesis includes a historical parallel and a theological synthesis
of the Temple and the Church. If the Old Testament Temple was a place of God's dwelling, a
sign of His presence and His glorification, the Church represents the New Temple, whose
head is Christ, and its members are all the believers. The Old Testament Temple is an
improper prefiguration of the perfect sanctuary, ,,not made by human hand”, which is the
Church, that is the temple of the Holy Spirit, the Body of Christ, the place of the total meeting
between men and God, ,,sacrament of the presence of the Holy Trinity in the history of the
world™,

If in the Temple of Jerusalem the sacrificial offerings were, partly, bloody, in the
Church of Christ they are replaced by the sacrifice of Christ brought on the altar of the heart.
Through this sacrifice brought by Christ, all the believers gathered ,,in the Spirit and in the
Truth” (In 4,23) are called to taste the Eucharistic sacrifice, to which Christ gives life to all of
them, and Saint Macarius tells the Egyptian that ,,only Jesus by Himself gives life and help,
and he gives Himself to that who, in his turn, offered his mind and his heart.

Through the work of the Holy Spirit and the power of Christ, the Church leads the
believers to Heavenly Jerusalem, showing to all His members that the Kingdom of God is
within you (Luk 17,21), and the discovery of this inner kingdom will bring to every believer
eternal joy, as we hear in the canon of the Holy Easter: ,,Shine, shine yourself, new Jerusalem,
because the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. Get up now and enjoy, Sion! And you, pure
God-giving, rejoice in the Resurrection of your born”!

In the Conclusions chapter we will reiterate the main elements of the sacred space and
expose the final ideas of the whole work.

The novelty of this thesis is the exposure of all the archaeological discoveries in
accordance with the biblical text, as well as the theological comments and approaches of this
temple theme from a biblical, Jewish and patristic point of view. Another novelty of this work
is the emphasis on the superiority of the Temple in Jerusalem as the place of the divine
presence in relation to the other pagan temples.

In making all these findings, we can say that all these successive temples dedicated to
God in Jerusalem suffer many shortcomings. On the one hand, the archaeological evidence is
lacking, which is quite rare when we talk about Solomon's Temple and its tripartite plan, and

on the other hand there is no certainty that the post-biblical writings describe the Temple of

* loan BIZAU, Experienta liturgicd a prezentei lui Dumnezeu in viata lumii (Cluj-Napoca: Eikon, 2012): 177.
® Pocdinta sau intoarcerea la Dumnezeu. Extrase din Omiliile duhovnicesti ale Sfantului Macarie Egipteanul
(Bucuresti: Bizantina: 2010), 45.



Solomon, and may actually describe the built temple after the return of the Babylonian exile
by Zorobabel. Although there are many question marks that refer to the Temple in Jerusalem,
it will remain an ideal in the memory and heart of the Jews but also of the Christians.
Observing the variety of the approaches in relation to the theme of the temple in the
international literature, through this paper we have tried to offer both Romanian and
international literature a clear picture of the importance of the sacred space in the life of the
believer. Even though we have tried to include in this work both the archaeological and the
biblical areas that refer to the altar, the Holy Tomb and the Temple, we still believe that this
subject remains open to debates and research. From an archaeological point of view, new
evidence emerges day after day that complements the archaeological site of Israel and enables
researchers to study and restore the thread of the biblical history. Regarding the exegetical
part of this Temple theme, we consider that this work has not exhausted the subjects that refer

to this theme, but rather opened up new research horizons.
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