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DOCTORAL THESIS PLAN  

 

INTRODUCTION, PROVISION OF NOTIONS AND THE RESEARCH STATUS AT 

THE PRESENT TIME 
 

01. Prerequisites 
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2.  The place of the obituary in the Pastoral Theology 

3.  Provision of notions: “the patristic period (era)” and “the patristic tradition” 
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5.1. Homiletic strategies and research directions 

5.2. Homiletic and pastoral assumptions and outlooks 
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6. Novelty of the paper 

6.1. That which this paper is intended to be and its role 

6.2. That which this paper is not intended to be and the purposes it does not bear 
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A. CONTENT SUMMARY 

 

Keywords: Death, obituary, letter of consolation, Holy Fathers, homiletics. 

 

1.  The life of man between on-passage and the great passage – Pesah (Easter) 

The paper Christian obituary of the homiletic genre in the patristic tradition of the 4th and 5th 

Centuries and its pastoral actuality aims to give value to the homiletic and pastoral wealth of 

these two golden centuries of Christianity, which present the life of man between the on-passage 

and the great passage, namely the constant Easter of man towards the union with Christ.  

Despite the importance and eschatological perspective of the great passage for the 

redemption of man, the place of the Christian obituary, in both the pastoral life of the parish and 

in the Academic Theology, was not a central one. Therefore, it was not given a particularly 

similar missionary and catechetical importance and it was not discussed sufficiently in the 

literature, as we may conclude from the homiletic research of the past centuries, when this 

patristic traditions of the obituary emerged in our country as well. 

 

2. The “patristic period and tradition”, the reasoning for choosing the subject, the 

homiletic and pastoral objectives of the Christian obituary 

In the introduction we provided the notions of “patristic period and patristic tradition”, 

considering them to be important, especially given the appearance of the so-called Post-patristic 

theology. When discussing the patristic tradition, we understand that the patristic period and 

theology or the Tradition of the Church, up to the present day, since the patristic tradition is 

inspired by the Holy Spirit in the Church, is always up to date and represents a protective 

spiritually reality that strives for the redemption and deification of man, provided that it is neither 

abstractised nor absolutised1, since it would lead to an anachronic conservatorism, not 

relativised, since it would lead to liberalism and impropriation, or even to a post-Christian or 

modern theology. 

The history of the Christian obituary leads us to the conclusion that it is a cultural legacy 

from the ancient, pre-Christian world, later adapted and developed in the Christianity, but, at the 

                                                 
1  Prof. Adrian-Constantin MARINESCU, Ph.D, „Părintele bisericesc sau Sfântul Părinte, martor și organ al lucrării 

Sfântului Duh în Biserică…”, in: Studii Teologice, S.N., nr. 1 (2009), pp. 41- 43; see also: IDEM, “Prolog. 

Actualitatea, autoritatea și importanța Sfinților Părinți”, in: Studii Teologice, no. 4, 2012, pp. 11-12. 
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same time, that it is the carrier of an entire dogmatic, ecclesiastic, anthropological, 

eschatological, homiletic and liturgical theology. 

Since during the 2nd period of the patristic tradition blooming, also called the golden or 

classical age of the Holy Fathers (313 to 461)2 the obituary – as homiletic genre – was also 

developed, we wished to choose and discuss about this patristic period, in the doctoral thesis, as 

homiletic and pastoral paradigm, because the obituary is the result of this patristic period and 

tradition, which may provide an applicable analytical model for the other patristic periods, up to 

the present time. 

The following sociological, methodological and theological reasons support the choice of this 

patristic period: 

a. The sociological structure from the 4th and 5th Centuries AD did not fundamentally 

change and we are not moving away “from them so much, that we believe ourselves to be 

completely foreign from them or unable to understand them [...]”3; 

b. The patristic period is always in progress, by means of the dynamic work of the Holy 

Spirit, up to the present time, through the Holy Fathers, whom It chooses as sacred 

vessels in order to teach us, comfort us, solve a theological crisis or dispute and by means 

of whom “It always shows us the truth”4, regardless of the space or time. 

c. It was not necessary to look for a longer patristic period, because the outstanding book of 

Alexander Sideras5 discusses about the Byzantine obituary, in volume XIX of the 

Viennese Byzantine Studies, mainly from a historical, philosophical and linguistic point 

of view, starting from the 6th Century and ending with the 15th Century, except for the 4th 

and 5th Centuries, which are actually the foundation of the Byzantine obituary, as the 

authors state, that mainly considers the sociological, historical and philological aspects, 

the linguistic development, the authors, addressees, the time of the appearance, the 

manuscripts and the versions at the time, without excluding, however, certain theological 

aspects. 

                                                 
2 Rev. Prof. Ioan G. COMAN, Ph.D, Patrologie, Ed. Institutului Biblic și de Misiune al Bisericii Ortodoxe Române, 

București, 1984, p. 27. 
3 Prof. Stylianos G. PAPADOPULOS, Ph.D, Patrologie, vol. I, translated by Lect. Dr. Adrian Marinescu, Ed. 

Bizantină, București, 2006, p. 52. 
4 Ibidem, pp. 68-69. 
5 Alexander SIDERAS, Die byzantinischen Grabreden. Prosopographie, Datirerung, Überlieferung. 142 Epitaphien 

und Monodien aus dem byzantinischen Jahrtausend, Ed. Die Österreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften, Bd. 

XIX, Wien, 1994, p. 536. 
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Since the patristic tradition of the 4th and 5th Centuries represents the beginning of this 

homiletic genre named the obituary paraenesis and it is representative and paradigmatic for the 

following centuries, we have decided that the subject of this thesis would “refreshen” and remind 

of the homiletic and missionary importance of the Christian obituary and would readdress the 

dogmatic, liturgical and catechetical beauty of this homiletic genre. 

The choice of the theme and the pastoral or personal reason of the subject proposed in this 

paper are based on the pastoral experience of the Church, which shows us as an objective reality, 

the fact that the manner in which the serving priest approaches the matter of death, the 

theological knowledge he holds regarding the life of Christ and the death, all these substantially 

influence the pastoral attitude of the priest in relation to the dying person, the deceased and the 

mourning family, as well as the success and homiletic quality of an obituary. For this reason, we 

have detailed the theological value of the Christian obituary, from homiletic, dogmatic, patristic, 

eschatological, anthropological, historical and missionary perspectives, without indoctrination, 

but rather spiritual training, a reason for which we have stressed its applied and homiletic value, 

in the pastoral life, therefore tying the theological research to the daily life and death of the 

people who form the Church, with the real and actual joy and sorrow.  

In this context, we have analysed the current stage of the research in the foreign literature and 

in the modern academia, which consider the death phenomenon only from the point of view of 

the cultural and historical anthropology.  

Of the over 1000 updated titles within the Romanian homiletic literature, which include the 

Orthodox manuals of Homiletics and Catechetics, the subject is discussed in very few cases, 

approximately 3% of the literature.  

This doctoral thesis is intended to somewhat reduce this “homiletic deficit” and has, in terms 

of homiletic and pastoral purposes, the following objectives:  

 to bring comfort and hope to those who are in mourning and not to provide an answer for 

the content of death; 

 to get us accustomed to the thought of our imminent deaths and to removed the obsession 

of death; 

 to make the man analyse his life better and learn, for he shall never know when he shall 

die, a fact that represents a mercifulness of God. The death is hidden in the last day of 

life, which is why we should be careful on that last day. Therefore, being unaware of the 
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time or place, we shall await for the death at any time and in any place (Blessed 

Augustine);  

 to learn how to comfort reasonably and with authentic empathy;  

 to be a source of theological and homiletic inspiration, from which we would observe that 

the patristic experience of the past, concerning the life and death, is harmoniously 

integrated in a whole, with the hope of resurrection, towards the eternal future with God;  

 to become more than a theoretical pastoral and homiletic inspiration source for books,  

university degrees, other doctoral theses or other sermons, and to prepare people for life 

and souls for eternity, namely, to act as a spiritual guide for practical orientation, for those 

who wish to reconcile with the time, with the end of their lives and with the eternity, so  

that the death may find them spiritually prepared and at peace with themselves, with their 

dear ones, with the nature and with God. Given this practical purpose, we have prepared 

the 31 schematic plans, alongside their main ideas, the developed obituaries, the drafts 

for sermons and the letters of consolation, so that the potential readers may find 

themselves in at least one of them and, thus, may receive help from them in their personal 

or professional lives. 

 In the aforementioned meaning, this paper could also act as a spiritual bioethical guide 

for physicians, psychologists and psychiatrists that treat the sick in terminal stages, in 

oncology or psychiatry clinics, etc., in view of a comforting reasoning, for both the sick 

on their deathbeds or in degraded situations, as well as for their relatives. The time of the 

announcement of a death, by the doctor, involves a special gentleness and a true science 

of the communication, while knowing the teachings regarding the Christian anthropology, 

the death and resurrection, could help them with acquiring the ability required in such 

difficult times. 

 

3. Novelty of the piece 

Given the objectives above, the novelty of this paper is represented by the fact that we have 

discussed the subject of the Christian obituary in a holistic form, based on biblical, dogmatic, 

liturgical, homiletic, anthropological, pastoral and canonical sources and from the perspective of 

the spiritual bioethics and the concept of Christian medicine, by means of which we practically 

show that the “Orthodox Theology is the synthesis between the Revelation of God and the 
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patristic thinking at the highest possible level”6, while the art of homiletics is the most efficient 

mean for making these known. 

Yet another novelty of this research is the fact that name of extended obituary also includes 

the letters of consolation belonging to the Holy Fathers from the 4th and 5th Centuries, as an 

inexhaustible patristic source of a priceless theological, pastoral and homiletic value, following 

which we prepared, in the third chapter, four letters of consolation that consider current matters 

and dilemmas, addressed to those who are in mourning, as pastoral homiletic models and sources 

of inspiration, in terms of human empathy, for providing the family with advice and consolation. 

Given the diverse and multiple objectives, the paper does not aim to replace the culture of life 

with the culture of death, but to analyse them as a whole, naturally and full of the hope in view of 

the eternity with Christ. This research does not intend to act as a nec plus ultra7. 

 

4. History and inspiration sources of the obituary 

In the chapter entitled History and inspiration sources of the obituary, we have 

thematically defined and limited the notions, we have provided etymological and homiletic 

specifications regarding the Christian obituary vs. the Byzantine obituary and their homiletic 

meanings. We have identified the authors of obituaries and letters of consolation from the 4th and 

5th Centuries, which we have then provided with a short comparative homiletic analysis, 

highlighting the empathic behaviour of the Holy Fathers, their pastoral importance and necessity, 

as well as the their impact on the spiritual life of Christians, followed by stating the notion of  

obituary, in the limited homiletic meaning and its features, and the notion of obituary, in the 

extended homiletic meaning and the reasons behind its development, a short analysis between the 

obituary and letter of consolation, the empathic behaviour of the Holy Fathers and the objectives 

of the Christian obituary and letters of consolation. In the first chapter, we emphasized the 

homiletic and pastoral value of the obituary and letters of consolation, as pastoral and missionary 

bridges and means of communication, having as foundation the care and love for people, 

following the model of the incarnation and sacrifice of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

The analysis on the homiletic genres shows that the obituary is identified, from the 

perspective of the homiletic science, as a component of the paraenetic genre, of circumstance. 

                                                 
6 John MEYENDORFF, Teologia Bizantină. Tendințe istorice și teme doctrinare, translated by Rev. Alexandru I. Stan, 

Ed. Nemira, București, 2011, p. 5. 
7 Nothing further beyond. 
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The etymological statements and the synonyms of the paraenesis in various languages confirm 

the occasional character of the paraenesis, which also include the obituary-paraenesis, with its 

specific limits and particularities. 

Even though the opinions are divided in terms of the homiletic genres, we have chosen, 

following a careful analysis, the classifications performed by the best-known experts in 

Homiletics, who, generally speaking, agree with the following categories of the homiletic genre: 

the homily, the actual sermon (also named synthetic), the panegyric, the paraenesis and the 

religious conference. 

Regarding the panegyric and the paraenesis, the two homiletic genres are clearly 

differentiated: the panegyric, according to Pr. Prof. Vasile Gordon, Ph.D, is an ecclesiastical 

speech, which makes the worship of a truth of faith fundamental and which is periodically and 

thematically performed during the liturgical time of the ecclesiastical year, while the paraenesis – 

which is an urge, an encouragement, an allowance, a piece of advice, a recommendation of 

circumstance – is occasional. Therefore, the panegyric would be the “timely” (liturgical time) 

preaching of the Word of God, while the paraenesis would be the “timeless” preaching, if we   

extrapolate the encouragement of Saint Paul the Apostle, addressed to Timothy (2 Timothy 4, 2). 

Based on this reality and the liturgical and pastoral requirements, we believe that the 

obituary, an occasional speech, is better suited to the paraenetical homiletic genre, as we find it 

mentioned in certain Greek Homiletics manuals. 

Concerning the limitation of the paraenesis types, in terms of the importance of the 

liturgical moment, Pr. Prof. Vasile Gordon draws the line between simple and developed 

paraeneses. These have as objective the two classes of occasional paraenetical speeches: the 

festive, joyful ones, and the sorrowful ones, caused by the various trials and tribulations of life. 

A part of the paraenesis' features, by comparison to the homily, the sermon in itself and  

the panegyric, would be the following: the paraenesis is held both within the liturgical area and 

outside of it, on the occasion of a liturgical moment; the paraenesis takes less time; the liturgical 

moment is better customised, more moving and empathic, which provides the speaker with the 

possibility of holding the speech with more respect, joy or compassion and persuasion, since the 

purpose is that of providing the listeners with consolation, advice, encouragement, joy or sorrow, 

and not of seeking the amiability or delighting the ears of said listeners. 
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The paraenesis, generated by said liturgical moment, provides a special missionary 

opportunity, since this is the time for enlightening the mind, warming the heart and bending the 

will of the listener, without, however, neglecting his will and urge towards virtuous deeds, as the 

listener is involved, being targeted and personally affected. 

Given that the toughest responsibility of the priest is that of consoling the Christian soul 

following the loss of a dear one, by aiming to acquire the hope and defeat the pain, this also 

requires a lot of pastoral tact and wisdom, which involves more homiletic, dogmatic, liturgical, 

anthropological, historical, psychological, pedagogical and didactic knowledge. 

In this context, we have discussed, as briefly and as schematically as possible, on the 

historical, biblical, patristic and liturgical sources of the paraenesis-obituary, such as: the 

historical and cultural anthropology vs. the Christian anthropology; paraenetical sources and 

models from the Old Testament; sources and models of the paraenesis-obituary from the New 

Testament; patristic sources of the paraenesis-obituary; the paraenesis-obituary in its liturgical 

form; the homiletic beauty of the paraenesis, emphasizing the Funeral service, as liturgical  

paradigm of the body honouring, following the model of the burial of the Body of Jesus Christ 

following the Crucifixion; homiletic sources for the obituary from the liturgical practice 

following the funeral, emphasizing the fact that these services actually represent an important  

apperceptive preparation of the obituary. 

The comparative analysis of sub-chapter I.7 may lead to the following conclusions: in the 

prehistoric period, even if there was no writing, the love and consolation of those in mourning 

could be noted from the funereal monuments dedicated to those that had passed away, thus 

representing the most remarkable “obituary” written in stone. 

The ancient world expressed its pain through a rich philosophical literature and poetry,  

which may still be seen today, such as the one of Homer, Pindar, Euripides, Virgil, Ovid, Cicero, 

Pliny the Younger, Seneca, as well as those of certain writers and poets from the Late Antiquity. 

The vision of death, during the pre-Christian period, is approached in a negative way, 

without a prior preparation during the lifetime of this phenomenon and without a clear 

understanding of the consequences of this attitude comprising permanent indifference, denial and 

rejection. 
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The Christianity, however, based on the divine relationship, showed that the origin of 

man is in Christ, as the man is created by God and since God is the absolute reality whose image 

is reflected in the human soul. 

The Holy Scripture and the Holy Fathers substantiate this truth, emphasizing the love of 

God, through Jesus Christ, for the man, whom He consoles, encourages and keeps close during 

difficult times. For example, most speeches held by the Messiah or by the Apostles have an 

obvious paraenetic content, being occasionally held and being clearly distinguished from the 

homilies, which would be held in the Synagogue, according to the Judaic liturgical time. 

The Holy Tradition of the Church continues, liturgically, this “godly behaviour” and, for 

this reason, in the sub-chapter entitled Paraenesis-obituary in liturgical form and its homiletic 

beauty, we have shown how this is conducted symbolically, solemnly and liturgically, but with 

real and “practical” foreshadowing, that dignity of ars moriendi and the eschatological 

perspective.  

This way, we, the living, could feel and live with spiritually anticipation the eternal life 

following the corporal death, since the funeral service, which presides the moment of pain, 

provides us with the opportunity of a supreme liturgical act of being human, against which all 

the old enticements of the art of dying pale by comparison. 

The entire orthodox divine worship experiences the sad day of the Good Friday, towards 

the happiness of the Resurrection Sunday. Thus, the anthropologia crucis is transfigured in the 

anthropologia gloriae, since the Crucified is the Resurrected One and the funeral service 

becomes a Christian paradigm of honouring the human body. 

Moreover, the divine worship, having at its core the Divine Liturgy, as pinnacle of the 

divine love and liturgically transposed through the work of the spiritual freedom of the Holy 

Fathers, in a divine spiritually cooperation, actually leads us to the meeting with God, resumes 

the history of salvation and redeems the world of sin through the Eucharistic Offering, therefore 

bringing the final victory of the anamnesis against the mimesis. 

The liturgical practice following the funeral and, generally speaking, the liturgical  

subject provide an eschatological and primary over-identification of the man's relationship with 

the world and earth, as the liturgical theme turns our relationship with the sacred and the divine 

into a relationship with the Absolute, with God shown in Jesus Christ. 
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For this reason, the mercy and prayers are the best laments for the dead, while the 

funereal speech, held after participating in the memorial service or other liturgical practices 

conducted for honouring the departed, may be a comforting liturgical moment, for those who are 

grieving, whose wounded souls are still unhealed, should the sermon be continued in the same 

context of hope and love, which is suggested and emphasized by both the funeral service and 

memorial one, the short litany for the departed, the prayer for the dispensation of the clothes and 

other goods for those that died and went to the Lord, as well as the ordinary of the blessing and 

consecrating of the cross that is placed on the grave. The rightful faith is combined in a 

complementary and mutually divine harmony with the rightful honouring, doxologically 

expressed in the divine worship. 

For this reason, we believed that it was absolutely necessary to extend, transpose and 

discuss the paraenesis-obituary in this chapter, at the size of the liturgy, since the funereal speech 

is inseparably connected to the funeral service and deemed as a component and integral part of 

its, as well as the apperceptive preparation of the obituary. 

In chapter I History and development of the obituary, these are presented in a critical and 

analytical manner. We must mention, in particular, that the notion of obituary, in the strictly 

historical and etymological sense of the word, does not occur until the 14th Century, Theodor 

Metochites (1330) being the first to use this word. In the first Christian millennium, only the 

notion of ἐπιτáφιος λόγος (=funereal speech) was used. Despite this, the notion of obituary is 

used by the contemporaneous patrologists and homileticians for the first millennium as well, as a 

synonym of ἐπιτáφιος λόγος. The important fact is that both the historians and the experts in 

homiletics, the patrologists and linguists, unanimously believe that the obituaries and letters of 

consolation are a homiletic, linguistic, pastoral and dogmatic wealth of a priceless value, in the 

life of the Church and of the Christian, and that they may be used as sources of pastoral and 

homiletic inspiration for preparing timely obituaries. 

 

5. Obituary – homiletic value and pastoral mean, in the past and in the present 

In Chapter II, entitled The homiletic structure and patristic message, it is concluded that 

death is a threshold between two worlds, meant to consume that which is sick and temporary, so 

that only the healthy and eternal may remain, for „death is nothing else but the downfall of 
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rottenness, death does not consume the body, but its rottenness”8, as Saint John Chrysostom 

states. 

The actuality, homiletic and pastoral value of the obituary are represented by the fact that its 

structure often includes the „Words of God” (1 Peter 4, 11), which represent the art of words 

within words. In this context, we have discussed the homiletic word between silence, pastoral 

discretion and mission of the priest to learn, by listing short doctrinal and ecclesiological criteria 

for the sermon theology, used by the Holy Fathers in the 4th and 5th Centuries, having as 

homiletic structure the three ministrations of the Messiah: teaching, sanctifying and monarchic. 

This point of view on the preaching forms the Theology of the homiletic word, as paradigm of 

the embodied Logos and as essence of the priestly service and preaching, which is spiritually 

coagulated in the Trinitarian Theology, which, in its own turn, is preached and theologically 

included in the ecclesiological context. 

The Holy Fathers built, on this homiletic structure, the preaching of the Holy Gospel. To be 

fair, the meeting of the Christian preaching with the Greco-roman rhetoric has influenced the 

form of preaching the word, but the Holy Fathers provided the philosophical terms and forms 

with new contents, which created an own Christian homiletic genre, which cannot be mistaken 

for the profane rhetoric of the sophists, since their thinking was theonomous and not 

autonomous. Therefore, the Homiletics of the Holy Fathers is not at all a branch of the Sophist 

Rhetoric, since they exceeded the barren formality of the sophists and rhetors of the time. We 

have presented this in sub-chapters The sophistry and philosophy influence on the obituary; 

Obituary, between sophistic recommendations and the theonomous thinking of the Holy Fathers. 

The comparative analysis against the philosophy of sophists has shown us that the paraenesis 

developed as a distinct form of the Christian preaching. Moreover, we have reached to the 

conclusion that the influence of the sophistic rhetorise on the Holy Fathers is something 

undeniable, but that it is important that certain literary genres and rhetoric methods of the 

sophists were adapted and used as missionary means of preaching. 

The Holy Church Fathers created an own Theology for preaching, which represents a 

Theology of the Spirit and the essence of the Christian preaching, as paradigm for the following 

centuries. The fundamental difference to the sophistic „homiletics” is represented by the message 

                                                 
8  Saint JOHN CHRYSOSTOM, „Cuvânt despre învierea morților”, in: Predici la sărbătorile împărătești și cuvântări de 

laudă la sfinți, vol. VII, translated by Rev. D. Fecioru, Ed. Institutului Biblic și de Misiune al Bisericii Ortodoxe 

Române, București, 2002, p. 132. 
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that each of them is sending: the Theology of the Spirit has divine origins, having been created 

with redemptive purposes, while the sophists' preaching is only used for persuasive purposes, to 

prove everything and nothing, most of the time being based on false and inconclusive arguments. 

The sophists' methods, used by some Holy Fathers, were adapted into efficient linguistic 

communication forms and means, in order to attract the highbrows of the time, either Christians 

or non-Christians; however, they did not allow for the divine revelation to be overshadowed by 

these forms, as they used it even more eloquently „judging by our nature” and, at the same time, 

they allowed themselves to be secretly guided by the divine inspiration and natural spontaneity, 

provided by a sincere and strong faith. 

The Holy Fathers are spiritually drawn to the Truth and divine revelation, they provide 

meaning to the word, they call for good deeds and guide their listeners towards the final 

destination, namely the man's deification. 

As a sound proof of these attitudes and preaching methods of the Holy Fathers, I have 

prepared a hermeneutics of the paraenesis-obituary, from a homiletic and pastoral perspective, 

after conducting a representative selection of the obituaries and letters of consolation for the 

homiletic analysis, as follows: 

1. Representative obituaries – at the death of a bishop from the East, namely of a royal 

person and of a bishop from the West: 

 Speech at the death of Basil the Great, bishop of Cappadocia, by Saint Gregory of 

Nazianzus; 

 Funereal speech at the death of Flacilla, wife of Theodosius I, by Saint Gregory of 

Nyssa;  

 Sermon at the funeral of a bishop, by Blessed Augustine. 

1. Letters of consolation that are representative and relevant: 

 Of the group of seven epistles for consolation of Saint Basil the Great, we 

selected, as paradigm for the eastern Christianity, Epistle 5 – Letter of consolation 

addressed to Nectarios; 

 Of the three epistles for consolation of the Blessed Jerome, we chose Epistle 24 – 

To Marcella, representative for the western Christian tradition. 

In conclusion, the main themes and ideas of Saint Gregory, resulted from his words 

following a rigorous analysis from a dogmatic, ecclesiastic, liturgical, homiletic, pastoral, 
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diaconal and philanthropic, canonical, cultural and ethical perspective, may be deemed as 

leading to the most complex, deep and beautiful obituary to have ever been written about a 

human being, as it harmoniously and magisterially gathers all the aspects of the Christian 

teachings and life. 

The following eleven theological themes and ideas, that we managed to identify, provide 

evidence for this claim: 

 The description of the life of Saint Basil as „law of virtue and devoutness”; 

 The law of the living martyrdom – guide for a wise pastoral care; 

 Great Basil – the living and unbloodied martyr; 

 The pastoral wisdom and courage of the Saint for the defence of the rightful faith; 

 The good education and philosophy, spiritual goods for our dogma; 

 On the Church and the Episcopacy; 

 On the Holy Trinity; 

 On ethics – the Christian friendship; 

 Diaconal philanthropy concerning the body and the soul; 

 Moral and ascetic ideas – wealth of the Cross; 

 On the Great Passage of the Saint and his communion with those that remain behind - 

liturgical and eschatological perspectives. 

Of the main themes and ideas within the Funeral speech at the death of Flacilla, we list: 

honouring of the pain and sorrow through silence and appropriate and balanced words, 

followed by the image of the virtues and the land of the benevolence, as a constant struggle for 

good, led by the empress. Despite the fact that Life nowadays is compared to a „pierced vessel 

and unknown house”, if we live with responsibility towards Christ, we shall acquire the Heavens 

as a crown of greatness and Christ as heavenly purple clothing. 

Of the main themes and ideas within the sermon at the funeral of a bishop, we grasp the 

lesson according to which “he who lives well, lives long”, while holding the bishop within the 

hearts of the believers – buried in the living tomb – is preferable to a beautiful marble grave. 

Concerning the main themes and ideas within the letters of consolation, of Epistle 5 – Letter 

of consolation addressed to Nectarios, we understand that the consolation, through the 

arguments of the faith in Christ and in the resurrection are the most efficient and direct ones, 

../../PC/Documents/Referat%20științific%20nr.%203.docx#__RefHeading___Toc436075519
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while, from Epistle 24 – To Marcella, we understand that, for some Christians that started on the 

path of sanctity, the loneliness, prayer and fasting are the only pleasures. 

In the final part of the 2nd chapter, we present several language and style elements, as well as 

some of the terms and formulas used more often, summarised as keywords. We note, in 

particular, the words: hope and resurrection, described as spiritual and heavenly gifts, in which 

all bitterness and troubles, gathered over time, turn into bright points of the Eternal Life, 

providing the worldly life with joy and meaning. 

The priest must have an in-depth knowledge of the orthodox teachings on death and 

resurrection, of the recent issues related to the spiritual bioethics, also named biotheology, i.e. an 

ethical theology of the Christian life9; he must have communication and listening skills, 

empathy, knowledge of psychology, patience and love for the one suffering and for the family 

that is in mourning, in order to adequately transfigure the pain and sorrow, the death and 

mourning in a spiritually pastoral deed and, therefore, to help avoid any kind of exaggerations 

regarding death. 

 

6. The homiletic structure of the obituary and its purpose. Various practical models 

Since the Chapter III of this paper is dedicated to preparing and creating an obituary, we 

emphasized the homiletic structure, the message, method, preparation and technical stages in 

composing an obituary, on the prayer spirit of the preacher and on the grounds of the traditional 

orthodox homiletic science, in order to send the revealed teachings and console those who are in 

mourning.  

The Christian obituary and letters of consolation are not intended to indoctrinate the 

parishioners, but to train the believers, in order to bring hope, inspire for life, create natural 

attitudes and spiritual customs that help strengthen the man during the lifetime and in front of 

death, and to transmit the Christian teachings for his salvation and deification. This involves an 

equal offering from the preacher. In this context, we mainly insisted on: the stages of preparing 

and creating a Christian obituary, taking into account its special features; the local customs for 

the „forgiveness” and the risk of degrading said customs, should the „fair judgement” of the 

word not be maintained; the “the merry cemetery of Săpânța” phenomenon, which represents the 

folk art of „crucifying” real destinies of people through poetry; the power of wistfulness, which 

                                                 
9 † Ierotheos VLAHOS, Bioetică și Bioteologie, translated by Teofan Munteanu, Ed. Christiana, București, 2013. 
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may „defeat” death and sorrow through the hope of resurrection and meeting again with the 

departed, etc. 

 In the sub-chapter III.2. we prepared, on the grounds of the homiletic principles presented at 

the first item, 10 models of thematic obituaries (III.2.1.), which include teachings, spirit of 

prayer, settlement for love and comfort, as they are presented in the table of contents. 

 Two obituaries and three drafts for paraenesis-obituary (III.2.2.): based on the social status, 

civic attitudes, intellectual and professional skills and the pastoral mission of the priest, each 

preceded by the schematic plan including the main ideas, which also act as „drafts” for 

sermons, for the potential preachers, that may develop their own ideas and „strategies of the 

word”, and with personal homiletic initiatives, within their own obituaries (see table of 

contents).  

The novelty of these obituaries, letters of consolation and drafts for sermons is represented 

by fact that they are prepared with footnotes, indicating the bibliographical source, in order to 

have homiletic materials provided for the potential preachers, as well as a moral guarantee, 

concerning the theological foundation and reasoning of the written words, much like a scientific 

study, in order to effectively and practically show that the mission of preacher also requires a 

special pastoral and scientific care and concern. Moreover, they may act as a source of homiletic 

inspiration for anything. 

In sub-chapter III.2.3., entitled Letters of consolation and spiritual advice, send by post or 

email, regarding the meaning of life and death, or answers to certain problems of spiritual 

bioethics, we composed four letters of consolation, to the members of families in mourning, on 

current subjects, such as: incineration, migration, euthanasia, the collection and trade of human 

organ during the cerebral death stage, as well as answers to the questions of a person in 

mourning, who is interested in the meaning of the „sky passages”, and certain customs and 

superstitions regarding funerals (see the table of contents). 

Aside from the fact that it presents the preparation and creation of a Christian obituary in 

detail, following all the rules of the homiletic and rhetoric sciences, through models of 

obituaries, letters of consolation and drafts for sermons, this practical part of the paper 

practically and convincingly shows that death is not dramatized within the orthodox area and that 

the Church does not turn it into an obsession for the believers, as insinuated by certain 

secularists, that it does not present it as a fatality and that it does not apologise for it, but that it 
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shows it as a natural threshold between two lives and two different words, united through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord and Saviour, and, thus, that it apperceptively and constructively prepares the 

conscience of believers, confessing the Christian teaching that tells us that whether we live or 

die, we still belong to God. 
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B. FINAL CONCLUSIONS AND PROPOSALS 

The life and death are intertwined and they simultaneously „accompany” one another, each in 

its own „direction”, towards the universal resurrection; for this reasons, even when we live, we 

die10, due to the very sin that „works” within us, as stated by Saint John Chrysostom. 

This paper investigates the proposed subject in an interdisciplinary manner, namely from a 

homiletic, historical, biblical, dogmatic, liturgical, canonical, moral and ethical point of view and 

from the perspective of spiritual bioethics, using a rich and diverse bibliography that may 

represent real sources of homiletic inspiration and research for the future seminarians, students, 

doctoral candidates, priests and other categories of intellectuals preoccupied by this subject. 

The most important common thread of the obituaries and letters of consolation is 

represented by the intercommunion between the liturgical dimension of the sermon and the 

spiritual dimension of the preacher's personality, concurrent with his care for the optimal 

receptivity of the addressees, substantiated from biblical, patristic, dogmatic, ecclesiastical, 

homiletic, pastoral and canonical points of view. These are historically contextualised, with a 

great impact on the current times, since, aside from the profound theological character, they 

consider the good deeds, combining the high theologisation with the good deed, namely with the 

social dimension of life.  

The model of the preacher is Jesus Christ, Who shows us the meaning and importance of 

the words and Who warns us that our salvation or punishment, hence our relationship with Him 

and eternity, is based on the manner in which we use the word (on the message we send to God). 

The actuality of the obituary and letters of consolation, belonging to the Holy Fathers from 

the 4th and 5th Centuries, is also shown by: 

 The universality and unavoidability of death; 

 The spiritually work that is always comforting, the words of God found within it, which 

we also require during times of mourning and sorrow; 

 The pastoral need to remind us of the dogmatic, liturgical, homiletic, moral and pastoral 

wealth included in the homiletic genre of the paraenesis-obituary, through which we 

understand that these are constantly useful, comforting, guiding and redemptive, since 

                                                 
10 Saint JOHN CHRYSOSTOM, “Epistle to the Romans”, in homily XI, he urges us: “to run from that death through 

which by living we die [...], in: Lumina Sfintelor Scripturi. Antologie tematică din opera Sfântului Ioan Gură de 

Aur, vol. 2, Ed. Anestis, s.l., 2008, p. 318. 
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Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, is the same, yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 

13, 8); 

 The fact that the illness, suffering, helplessness, blows and troubles of life and, finally, 

the death, seen as the „great passage”, represent our fight for resurrection, if they are 

undertaken and transfigured spiritually in order for all that is healthy and eternal to 

remain; 

 The missionary need to remind the postmodern man, preoccupied only with the material 

welfare, technology, science, etc., and who feels highly embarrassed and helpless at the 

thought of death, for it destroys his illusion regarding the omnipotence of the scientific 

world, that the death does not have the last word against the life and that, despite the fact 

that the man is not immortal through his nature, he is immortal through the grace of 

Christ and through resurrection. 

 The desire to bolster the pastoral-scientific relationship between the parish and the 

academic activity, which unites the sanctifying work of the Church and the teaching, thus 

contributing to the creation of the spiritually man and to the identity of the people of God. 

The annexes, which represent the grounds for the homiletic analysis and subject 

thoroughness, are presented as such and represent an advantage that may be accessed by anyone 

for the purpose of conducting an own, objective homiletic or pastoral assessment. 

We propose having the paraenesis-obituary play a bigger part in the Manuals of Homiletics 

and Catechetics, through a more intense didactic pursuit in the Theology schools, concerning the 

funereal speech, as well as more thorough training of the priest when preaching is a must, since 

the time of the funeral service, which includes the obituary, is the most favourable and opportune 

occasion for a sacerdotal mission, when the preacher may earn more souls for the kingdom of 

God. To this end, we expressly intended for a doctoral thesis on the obituary to also include 

thoroughly substantiated and theologically documented models of developed obituaries, sermon 

plans with main ideas, drafts for sermons and letters of consolation. 
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