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Summary

The dissertation presents the life and political activity in a political biography of
Bernady Gyorgy. Dr. Gyorgy Bernady has become known to posterity as founder-Mayor of
the modern city, prefect and prominent politician. Even though in the last period there have
been various studies that mark his activity, until present time there hasn’t been drafted any
comprehensive political biography of him. His political activity can be analyzed in two major
segments: his activities during the period of the monarchy, and the second major part
represent his political activity in the Hungarian Party in Romania after the transition of 1918.

The dissertation comprehends seven major chapters, and with their subchapters each
one of them represents a decisive segment of the life and political works of Bernady. An
exception to this would be the first chapter, which focuses mainly on the major life events of
the young Bernady, before his political career. This includes the history of his family and
ancestors. Born in Bethlen/Beclean, in an ethnically mixed area of Transylvania, today it can
be found in Bistrita-Nasaud County, in a family with traditions in medicine and pharmacy.

He finished his elementary schools in German language in the near town of Bistrita. AS a
youngster, he became familiar with other ethnic groups, and this experience has shaped his
relatively tolerant personality. The family moved to Targu-Mures in 1878, where the young
Bernady has finished his high school education in the local Reformed College, where he
graduated in 1882. His father, Daniel, was a well known pharmacist at the time. His mother,
Mike Julianna had died after the birth of Gyorgy. Daniel had married again, and from this
marriage he had three children: young Daniel, Margit and Lajos. They were the stepbrothers
and sister of Gyorgy. The young Daniel has followed the family tradition in becoming doctor,
living in Budapest after 1914. He died at the age of 56 in 1923. The youngest brother, Lajos
has chosen a military career, becoming an officer in the army. He died in 1903 in a relatively
young age of 33. Bernady Gyorgy has also followed the family tradition and studied
pharmacy, which he practiced for a short period, after his father passed away. He studied in
Cluj and later in Budapest, becoming a doctor in pharmacy in 1888. He had several failed
marriages. From 1892, till 1913 he had married a young actress, Erzsébet Madarasz, who’s
picture can be found (according to the city’s legends) on one of the frescos of the Cultural
Palace in Targu-Mures. Bernady has found his peace in family finally in 1916, after he

married to Margit Kelemen, daughter of a local engineer, whom he had spend his life with.



However his ambitions (and the fact that his Pharmacy was near to the town hall)
turned to politics instead, as it is presented in the second chapter of the dissertation. Bernady
took law exams. Obtaining those was necessary to act as a public servant. First as a member
of the Municipal Legal Authority Commission in 1889, and after that for a short time he was
elected as Parliament Deputy later in 1896. He was a man of compromise. He became leader
of the local branch of the Kossuth Party, but soon realized that his ambitions would be
fulfilled only as a member of the governing party. He continued to fight for the interests of
he’s pharmacists colleagues, and has addressed speeches in the parliament regarding to the
general healthcare.

He's act of leaving the opposition made him a controversial figure, but after being
elected as mayor, he's past was quickly forgotten. The next chapter deals with these ten years
of his mayorship, between 1902—-1912. During this period the town discards its rural
character, becoming a city on its way to modernity, more precisely, the period in which
Bernady’s career has reached its peak. The last years of peace and prosperity before the world
war have meant an economic and demographic growth to the cities trough the Monarchy.

As for ideology Bernady acted as liberal politician, with democratic views. First as
Member of Parliament, then mayor of Targu Mures and lord lieutenant of the city proved his
ability to cooperate with local elite utterly hostile to the government he represented. During
his tenure he devoted his energy to city modernization. His mayorship can be described as the
"Bernady-era" for his contributions in the infrastructural development. The cities financial
problems were fixed by the mayor, so it didn’t stand in the way of modernization and
development. During this period the city has changed, and has received its character still
present today in the center. New buildings, schools have been built in the modern style of art
nouveau. Besides the new town hall and the cultural palace, in this period was introduced the
public illumination, the city sewerage and water pipe lines as well. Besides the major
constructions in the city, the roads were covered with asphalt for the first time. This last
process was often rejected by the conservative mentality of the population. As a result a
library and a music school were also has been founded by Bernady. He has stated that these
institutions “will have to serve the population in the next centuries, our descendants.” He had
gone for a trip in the United States of America, to study the natural gas exploitation. However,
his experience was never used in his mandate, partly because of the events of the First World
War. The costs of modernization were immense, the city has entered in huge debts, so
Bernddy has decided to move on, leaving his function as a mayor, and has become an

appointed member of the government, as lord lieutenant.



In the fourth period (and chapter) of Bernady’s political activity, clearly delimited, is
the one pertaining to the First World War. During which he acted as the leader of the city, as
Prefect, and was also appointed as State Secretary for refugee’s issues. After the dismissal of
the Tisza government, Bernady's political career seemed to decline. As he described in one of
his articles: “After the fall of the Tisza government, | left my position as prefect with the
decision that | would never hold an office again, nor any public activity, and | will keep my
distance from politics. ”

After 1919 he returned from Budapest to Transylvania, which became a part of
Romania, where he served as a leading figure of the Hungarian minority party, which is
presented in the next chapter of the dissertation. Bernady was rather the representative of
Budapest and also a middleman between the Bucharest elite and Hungarian capitalists. He had
good relations with Bethlen Istvan, the prime minister of Hungary at the time, and also had
close acquaintances in the Bratianu government. Despite this fact, he was never elected as the
President of the Hungarian Party, which led him in a movement that tried to reform the party.
As a result Bernady has left the Hungarian Party for a few years.

The next chapter deals with a short period; Bernady becomes mayor for the second
time. Dr. Gyorgy Bernady’s second term as mayor of Marosvasarhely was between the years
1926 and 1929. As an iconic figure of the Hungarian minority in Romania, he managed to
continue the process of modernization of the city. Gyorgy Bernady decided to adapt to the
new political atmosphere and made friends in the Romanian high political governing elite. As
a liberal, he collaborated with the Romanian National Liberal Party, and succeeded in
negotiating the position of Mayor in Targu-Mures. He was the first and only Hungarian mayor
of the city between the two World Wars. His efforts were often attacked by the community as
in 1927 he entered in conflict with the elite of the Hungarian Party, resulting in him leaving
the Party, which marked the first step of the downfall of his career as a mayor. In late 1928,
the City Council voted against Bernddy by dissolving the Council, which was later confirmed
by the Minister of Interior, marking the end of Bernady as mayor. After his resignation, he
had founded his own “political project”, called the Civic Democratic Hungarian Bloc. This
was a regional party, influencing only the political life of Targu-Mures. This period was until
1933, when Bernady made peace with the Hungarian Party; as a result he quit his work with
the Civic Democratic Hungarian Bloc.

The last chapter of the dissertation deals with the last years of the old mayor. In his

last years he retired from politics, and started to focus on his family life. After the death of his



beloved daughter in 1936, a period of depression and illness has followed. He has finished his
life on Earth in October of 1938.

Keywords: politics, Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, mayor, prefect, lord lieutenant, city
modernization, reformed church, Hungarian Party in Romania, liberalism, interethnic

relations, Hungarian minority, political biography.
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