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Jesus remark the insistences of the contemporarys, that they search the scripture, and
remaine wick on their faith. That is why He reprove them. At their aspire he prompting them:
,,You study the scriptures thoroughly because you think in them you possess eternal life, and
it is these same scriptures that testify about Me.”(In 5,39). According to that we decide to
elaborate a sistematic study who define the image of Messiah/Christ. Similar are the studys of
Nicolae Neaga — Christ in the Old Testament, Geza Vermes The changing faces of Jesus and
Dumitru Staniloae’s paper Evangelic image of Jesus Christ . Our research regard the way that
Messiah is recepted in writings prophets, mostly in the three main coordonates: King,
Prophet, Priest.

The Hebrew word U’IJZZ'?Q (masiah), that mens ,,anointed”, may forward inevitabil to

the concept of holy and sacred anoing. This term was a royal title before the babylonian exile

and the supreme priest title post. The word is found in that form in the Old Testament by 38
times. The root of this word (ﬂWD — mgh), that means the same thing is found in Old

Testament like anoited (33), anoint(24), spread (4), anoiting (3), was anoited (2), been
anoited (1), decorates (1), oil (1), rubbed (1), use (1).

The oracles from Old Testament place him in the midle of the biggest christian
realities. That is why Saint Basil the Great calles Old Testament ,the pre-history of
christianity”. The bolt key of the Old Testament is the man and the faith in light of That who
fill the land and centuries in His Deliverer attribute. Only in the Old Testament Christ can be
understand. The voice of God that Adam and Eve heard from their hideaway throught havens
trees saing ,,Adam where are you” has never extinguish from the world. Man seeking this
voice.

From the first to the last page of Old Testament, the Messiah expectation sweep like a

golden thread all old history. In the book of Job one of the beautiful writings of Old



Testament gives full certitude to belivers that Jesus Christ has to come in world. ,,.But | know
that my Redeemer lives, that in the end he will rise on the dust.” (Job 19,25).

Others writers of Old Testament are worned with soul at Christ time, at the birth place
of Jesus, to His learning and facts, to His oppresses and greace. Deliverer was predicted as
,,Prince of Peace” (Is 9,5) ,,King of justice” (Is 9,6), ,,The good Shepherd”(Ps 22,1), as ,,High
Priest”(Is 40,11; Evr 4,14; Is 53,3), as God servant.

In hebrew peoples life the prophets had a special role, they were persons which God
discover them in hooded way the latest happening. They were His messengers who spoke in
His name (Ex 4, 16. 7.1). The mission call was made directely by God from motives knowed
only by Him independent from their life and will (Is 4; Jer 1; lez 1-3). To the call they answer
quikly and they served with devotion. In this sence suggestive were the prophet’s Amos
words: ,,A lion shall roar, and who will not be alarmed? The Lord God has spoken, and will
not prophesy?”’(3,8). Throught them we received edifications by the time and place of
Messiah's coming (Dan 9,24-27; Ag 2,10; Mal 3,1; Mih 5,2), the offspring from who He will
be born (Ps 88,35; Is 11,1), to the born from a virgin (Is 7,14), the wonderful baby and His
future kingdom (Is 9,6; ler 23,5; lez 34,23), Magi's worshipp and bringing gifts (Ps 71,10-
11), His threefold activity as a prophet, priest and king (Ps 2,5. 109,4-5; Is 2,2-4. 11,10. 32,1;
ler 23,5-6; Mih 4,1-22; Zah 6,13. 9,9), His oppression, death and resurection (Ps 21,1. 34,14-
15. 68,25; Is 53,1-12), His divinity (Is 25,9. 61,1; ler 23,6), to His salvation and redeption’s
death (Is 53), to universal servace for jewish and also for pagans (Is 49,6. 55,5;ler 3,17-18;
Sof 3,9-10), the new and eternal Covenant concluded by Messiah (Is 55,3-5. 59,21), to the
eucharistic sacrifice that will substitute all sacrifices (Mal 1,11), at the second advent (Ps
49,2-3), to the kingdom of justice and peace were all the nations will be called and it will be
endless (Is 2,2-3. 31,1. 60,16-19; dan 7, 13-14; Mih 4,2-4; Ps 71, 7-8), to Elias sending as
forge ahead, the second advent of Lord (Mal 4,5) and others.

Did the people of Isreal knew Mesiah? | do not ask if the hebrew people knew the
name of Christ, if they have awareness! | ask if someone who understand christianity could
say: jews had allready Christ, they knew Him. You could have someone on your side that
you'l see him by the look, but you don't his real nature. You can't typify him because you
didn't lift up to know him. I will say that in the Christian way, old Judaism had Christ but
they didn’t know His real nature. Old Testament tells that when Moses bring out the jewish
people into the desert, in the day time had a cloud pylon and in the night a fire pylon in front
of them. It is knew that the hebrew people cross sea and the sea split out in front of them so

theycould cross over by foot in time that egyption were drown when the sea was close. Jews



turn against Moses when they didn't have water but at the commandment of God Moses
aproach by a rock and he strike it with his stick and the water spring and that incourage the
people. Hwo was that God hwo lead Moses?

The answer was give by the Saint Paul in first epistle to Corinthians: ,,For it is my
desire, my brothers, that you may keep in mind how all our fathers were under the cloud, and
they all went through the sea; And they all had baptism from Moses in the cloud and in the
sea; And they all took the same holy food; And the same holy drink: for they all took of the
water from the holy rock which came after them: and the rock was Christ” (1Cor 10,1-4).
Here Saint Paul saw Christ in Moses’s God, in the ruler God of Old Testament. On the other
side the passage ,,See, | will take my place before you on the rock in Horeb; and when you
give the rock a blow, water will come out of it, and the people will have drink. And Moses did
so before the eyes of the chiefs of Israel”’(Ex 17,6). Then Lord saise to Moses and Aaron:
,» That because you didn't belive me, to show my holiness in front of the eyes op the sons of
Israel, that's why you will not lead to the land that I will give it this people.” When people
start to whisper, the eternal One commend to Moses to blow the rock with the stick. Moses
strick it and the water spring. All of it happens because of Moses and Aaron as Lord
command and imediatly after that it is say that Lord reproach — if it is a reproach — that they
didn’t belive in Him. What is that mean? Work up to all the commentaries that were made
above the text and try to understand it. You will not understand it as many other texts from the
Holy Scripture because this text close an important mysteri. The One who lead Moses, the
One who saw Him in the thornbush, the one who lead the people in the desert and made water
spring from the rock was Lord, Christ! But time wasn't fullfiled and Moses didnt recognized
Him and that is why Moses did not belive in the One who command him to blow the rock
with the stick .

Moses and Elias represents the model types or embodiments of the work and knowledge
beyond knowledge. As such, they refer to the Word or the ultimate Truth and take their power
from Him and gather to Him as the beginning and the end of any work of accomplishment of
the law and the prophets. God does not show Himself to the people as much as possible
without the nature created and without time; neither these don’t show without Him, even if
some of us do not see Him in them.

Moses and Elias represents the two sides of creation: the sensitive one that has a known
beginning and an end by corruption, and the intelligible one, whose beginning is not seen and
that does not decompose through death. But both of them stand next to the embodied Word,

because He assumed both, made them both timeless and bathe them in the light of his



divinity. And not only Moise and llie,but even God Himself presents the two ways of His
knowledge as Godby His revelation on the mountain, much more obvious than during other
events on the Earth.

How Jesus appears to the Jewish people?We hear that “by day in a pillar of cloud and
by night in a pillar of fire” (Ies 14,19). He also manifested when he cleaved the waters to
save this nation and on lots of other occasions whose story can be read in the Old
Testament(les 14,21). You can say that he was acting in cloud and fire, into the air, in
manifestations of the nature elements, but the ancient Israelites never had thought that The
One who appeared this way in the pillar of cloud or fire, The One who was turning miracles
such as splitting the sea is acting in its Own way, which is primordial in the human soul. Why
they never had this thought before? Because the human soul lost the strenght to perceive in it
the deepest nature itself, it lost strength by the way human evolution had taken.Old Jewish
soul could therefore contemplate nature, to getimpressed by the grandeur of nature elements,
but had not reached spiritual understanding.Back than the soul could feel the presence of his
God everywhere. But in itself, as the soul was made on that times, he could not find God in
directly. Romanian theological research has revealed a series of treaties, articles and Old
Testament specific studies.Some of these studies have direct others indirect reference to
Messianic.Romanian theologians who have made outstanding contribution in the field are
various, like Vasile Tarnaschi, loan Popescu Malaiesti,Nicolae Neaga, Atanasie Negoita,
Vladimir Prelipceanu, Mircea Chialda, Dumitru Abrudan, Emilian Cornitescu, loan Chirila,
Stelian Tofana, Petre Semen and others. Hierarchs, great priests and teachers of theology were
attractedby the teaching hoard contained in the Holy Scriptures of the Old Testament.So,
some researchers have emphasized the high priesthood of Christ, His salvation and His
person, messianic prophecies, Messiahship making biblical exegesis on these issues. Others
referred to the Logos, Covenant, the Son of God, the work of the Messiah, Messiah King and
Messiah prophet.

From all of the romanian theological researchers, the most concerned about finding the
Messiah in the Old Testament speech is the priest Nicolae Neaga.

In thevolume "Messianic Prophecies in the Old Testament” (Sibiu: Printing Arhidiecezana,
1929), the priest N. Neaga takes from the Old Testament the most important messianic texts,
starting with Genesis: "First the good news" (Gen. 3:15) - Protoevangheliul and ends with the
noncanonical books.Texts have no comments, but only render outline of the messianic idea, a
kind of prelude to another book that priest Neaga published also in Sibiu in 1944 - "Christ in

the Old Testament". Texts are strung together by a logic teaching, emphasized being Isaiah 7,



14, which says that the Messiah will be born of a virgin: " Therefore the Lord himself will
give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel. (Is 7, 14)another text (Is 2,4) which says that people will pretend swords
into plows or where it is shown that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem:" But you, O
Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come
forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient
days. (Mih 5,1). Indeed, this book also speaks about the coming salvation through the
Messiah, the eternal Kingdom etc.

The other volume which is more enlightening for the messianic research: Christ in the
Old Testament, Notes on the texts messianic (Sibiu: Printing Arhidiecezana 1944), includes a
special introduction which indicates the identity between the words "Messiah" and "Christ",
and that the messianic idea is born with the beginning of the race . Neaga comment and
summary reproduce, especially on philological all Messianic prophecies of the Old Law
Testament .He shows that messianic ideas are also found in the religious or profane literature
of various nations. He kept the traditional order of the Old Testament books in partitioning the
prophecies, separating five groups of messianic, namely the: 1.Historical books, 2. lov,
3.Psalms, 4.Prophecies (large and small), 5. Noncanonical books. The conclusion of the
author justifies enough purpose of this book: "The Old Testament represents for the New
Testament what represents the root for the flower. Both Testaments form the Scriptures of the
Church, without the Old the New wouldn’t exist, we would miss Christ.

This paperwork will be divided into three main chapters: Royal Image of the Messiah,
Messiah - the long awaited Prophet and the Chief priests and the ministry of Messiah. In these
sections we will try to outline how the prophets saw the image of the Redeemer and to
highlight the manner in which they have seen mystically he will act.

To carry out the scientific approach | was supported and guided with patience and
understanding by the father coordinator loan Chirila. For his parental care | would like to
express all my consideration and gratitude.

In chapter one | presented the royal dignity of the Messiah foretold in the Old Testament
since the time of the patriarch Jacob by entrusting it with objects that belong to a king. These

objects as "scepter”, "shining star",“rod of ruler", clearly shows the fact that the One that will
come will be noble.

The Israeli royal ideology is not the root of the Oriental statements, as the latters do not
point out neither the doubt, nor the criticism of kingdom’s place. It is about God, who will be

The King among the other kings, about the coming of an extraordinary King, Who will have a



double mission: those who killed the faith in God, enemies of Israel, and those who gathered
against God so they could create their own age of justice, peace and wealth, which will cover
Israel’s boundaries. On the other side, the leaders of Israel, the prophets, have developed a
royal ideology, wanting to find the ideal king, who will establish the social, moral and
religious laws, seen as the absolute and divine vision of Israel. This presentation of Messiah,
started even since the old Jewish books were talking about a so called promise made to David
through Nathan, the prophet, in 2 Kings 7. Messiah is from David’s home — the Son of David
is a great title, which brings glory to Messiah, who will come and will end the line of their
kings (of David’s sons — the David’s). Looking to understand and show the mystery of
Messiah, the authors of the New Testament have researched the holy Books (they chose the
Psalms), and at the same time they highlighted the input of the Scriptures in Messiah’s
teaching and prayers. This idea comes from the long Jewish tradition, which is reading the
Scriptures so they can be applied to actual events, as they were thought that once addressed in
a community, they will stay available for as long as God’s land will exist.

Still, He will show at a new settlement by a virgin, relative of David, who will therefore
become the root between the presence of God and the promised king. Then, her faith shows
from this expression, as she names her son Immanuel — as well as Mary the Virgin did. The
faithful Maiden from David’s tribe (“Towards an engaged virgin with a man called Joseph,
from David’s tribe; and her name was Maria.” — Lc¢ 1,27) has truly become David’s promise:
she became “The Mother of My Lord” (this is how the David’s king is called in Ps 109,1), as
her, as a “servant of Iahve”, has truly “Believed” (Lc 1,38, 43 - 45).

On the second chapter, | have presented Messiah as the Great Prophet, the God and the
Man. Who showed the world the way of salvation only through his immeasurable kindness,
without needing an intermediate. Therefore, Messiah is also seen as the Great Prophet who
was foretold by Moses around 13 centuries before He was born, bringing the most accurate
teaching in regards to God.

The starting point for understanding the prophecy could be found around the 8" century
(the first prophetic writings). Deuteronomy 18,9 — 22, considered the “so called prophet law”
found across North Israel, speaks about the existence of the prophetic dignity, in the central
part of the text (Deut 18, 15 — 18). lahve wants for a prophet like Moses to be listened to by
the people. He is well introduced by the Isaiah prophet in chapter 53, as submissive of God.
Having as a starting point Is 52, 13 — 53,12, where it is said about the questionable activity of
Ebbed, it goes until the identification of the latter to both Messiah and the Son of Man. This

connection is mostly shown in the New Testament. Jesus, who is well known as the



submissive of God, who learns and suffers, rises through his death “for others” and He was
named Messiah. Through Him, the Plan of God is finally accomplished.

On the third chapter, | have talked about the third ministration of Messiah, the one of a
Bishop, trying to point out why was The Christ called priest “after Melchisedec™, and not after
Aaron (Evr 7,11). The dispute might have become the following: if the true prophecy is the
one told by Aaron, as the Jewish stated, then any attempt of presenting Jesus as a great
Bishop, as the Christians wanted, is in vain, as the man from Nazareth was not born from
Levi’s tribe, but from Jude’s, so without any connection to the priests of Old Covenant. If, on
the other side, Jesus is the Great Bishop of the New Covenant, as Christians were stating, then
He comes from a different prophecy and this is the prophecy of Melchisedec. But still, He
was supposed to die for others.

God forgave Abram from sacrificing his own son, accepting the sacrifice of a lamb. Even
though Abram would have sacrificed his son, he would not have earned the grace for all the
people, unless every individual should have sacrificed his own son. Therefore, God showed
that for that time being, an innocent lamb was enough. Through this lamb, God lets the man
know that not only that a sacrifice is necessary to earn His grace, but also the fact that this
requirement is not fully accomplished through the sacrificed lamb, but it is the prophetic
image of a true sacrifice for all the people that will be to come. The death of Immanuel, as
God’s servant, is holy and it is welcomed by God the Father, following the model of the
sacrifice.

Jesus is not for Himself, but for all of us. His Blood flows at the Altar (on the cross) and it
is used to anoint the Altar, and the innards are burnt as scents, becoming also an image of
virtues.

The priest dedication inside Aaron’s family was God’s will, being well organized, and the
rising one was superior, but it still had some imperfections. It was exceeded by the one of the
king — priest Melchisedec of Salem, as Melchisedec, the priest, king of justice and peace,
foreshadowed the long waited Messiah. The Christ remains the Eternal High Priest, foretold
by Melchisedec.

Combining the texts from the Old Testament and placing them in a new historical and
theological context, they have received a new and expanded meaning in regards to the coming
of a saving king. This thing doesn’t only refer to the traditions that existed before exile,
suggested through changes and additions, but they are based, among all texts, on the ones
taken from the post-exile community. In the absence of a king from David’s line, during this

whole period of time, the kingdom was maintained by the promise of a saving king, promise



that could be found within these old scripture texts, thanks to the old oriental topics. It was
more than enough for the texts to be analyzed, so through them, a future saving king could be
found, and that would be Messiah.
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