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Summary

The hypothesis on which this paper relies on is that the conceptual discussions of the
first volume of the Aureum sacrae theologiae rosarium follows the line of thought of the
Scotist school. Pelbartus does not necessarily follow the line of thought of Duns Scotus, but
rather the manner in which it was spread by the followers of Duns Scotus, especially William
of Vaurillon and Petrus of Aquila (Scotellus).

The main objectives were to reconstruct the biography of Pelbartus of Themeswar
from a critical point of view and to prove the importance of the Scotist school of thought for
the prologue of the Rosarium. The first objective is justified because a contextualized
biography is necessary®. The value of the second objective lies in the fact that although others
have said that the Rosarium is influenced by the Scotist line of thought, this fact has never

actually been argued for.

In order to reach our two objectives we have divided the work into four chapters. The
first one follows Pelbartus of Themeswar’s biography and makes a short presentation of his
work. The second chapter describes the editions of the Rosarium showing the difference
between the first edition of the Rosarium and the three later ones. This chapter also
establishes the fact that the Rosarium is a theological encyclopaedia inspired by the
commentaries on the Sentences of Peter Lombard, entering in a long series of texts written
starting from the book of the Lombard without being commentaries of the work?. The third
chapter in mainly focused on the sources of the first volume of the Rosarium. After making a
statistical analysis of the sources of the first volume and a comparison between the sources
used in a descriptive chapter (Abyssus) and in a normative one (Addiscere), this chapter

describes the positions held by Duns Scotus in his prologue on the Sentences, presents the

" There are other biographies, even critical ones, but we have not yet seen a both critical and contextualized
one. For a good critical biography, see: ADAM (2008). The ‘traditional” biographies can be found, for instance,
in: HORVATH (1889), SzILADY (1880).

2 On this literature, see: HARKINS (2015), HOENEN (2016).



main features of the Scotist school of thought in order to end by presenting the manner in
which the answers that Pelbartus gives to the questions raised in the Rosarium are of a Scotist
origin. The fourth chapter sums up the Scotist characterization of theology that one can find in
the prologue to the Rosarium. This time, unlike in the third chapter, our attention goes

towards Pelbartus’s way of proceeding and not towards his Scotist conclusions.

Chapter 1: The Life and Works of Pelbartus of Themeswar- a Critical
Presentation

In this chapter we present the biography and the bibliography of Pelbartus of
Themeswar. The primary historical sources are very scarce. We know that he went to the
Faculty of Arts of the University of Cracow. He registered in 1458 % and became a
baccalaureus atrium in 1463*. The next source mentions him as a professor in Buda, in 1483
and his death in 1504°. There are some testimonies in the works of Pelbartus. We find out that

he works in a library in Buda®; he spoke Hungarian’ and survived the plague®.

We find Pelbartus in two intellectual contexts: the Faculty of Arts of the University of
Cracow and the Franciscan educational infrastructure. After presenting this context, we try to
show to what degree his opinion on education, as it is expressed in the ‘Addiscere’ chapter, is
influenced by his studies at the University of Cracow and by his belonging to the observant
movement within the Franciscan order. This first part of the chapter also presents the
intellectual milieu of 15™ century Buda, taking into consideration both the Renaissance court
of the king and the scholastic thinkers. This presentation wants to show how far Pelbartus of
Themeswar’s writings are closer to the scholastic of the 15" century than to the humanist line

of thought.

The second part of the chapter consists of a list of Pelbartus of Themeswar’s works.

The first of the, the Stellarium, is dedicated to the Virgin Mary and was written because the

* GASIOROWSKI (2004), p. 272.

* GASIOROWSKI (2000), p. 53.

> ToLDY (1867), p. 250; p. 253.

® PELBARTUS (1586A), 65ra.

7 PELBARTUS (1504), Bestia, I1: Specialiter, §32: Sorex vel sorices vulgo patkan (s.n.) discurrunt in tectis et
domibus (...).

® PELBARTUS (1586A), lib. I, pars 5, art. 1, cap. 3.



Virgin saved him from the plague. His other works are the Pomerium, a comment on the

Psalms and the Rosarium.



Chapter 2: Aureum Sacrae Theologiae Rosarium. The Material Description of
the Editions and the Methods of Composition Used by the Author

In this second chapter we first describe from a material point of view the four editions
of the Rosarium. The main purpose of this chapter was to show how the Hagenau 1503-1508
edition addresses a different public than the three later editions (Venice 1586, Venice 1589
and Brescia 1590). In order to further underline this difference we compare the index of the
Venetian editions with the list of titles as composed by Pelbartus. The index does not
faithfully reflect the contents of the work. The chapter also analyzes some formal aspects of
the text. It argues that the Rosarium is a theological alphabetically organized theological
encyclopaedia inspired by the literary genre of commentaries on the Sentences of the
Lombard. This is not a commentary per se, but pertains to the literature inspired by the work
of Peter Lombard which appeared especially in the non-university milieu. This formal
analysis also establishes that Pelbartus uses the method of compilation. This method was
considered to be one of the most respected ways to compose a work, given the respect for

authority of the middle ages.

Chapter 3: Aureum Sacrae Theologiae Rosarium as a Philosophical Work

This third chapter discusses the Scotist influence on the Prologue of the Rosarium. The
first step towards this is a statistical analysis of the sources for 10% of the first volume. This
shows the importance of the Scotist school for Pelbartus’s work. On the other hand, the
analysis shows that Pelbartus also makes use many non-Scotist sources. This point is further
underlined in the subchapter in which we compare the sources of the Prologue with those used
in the ‘Addiscere’ chapter. The sources are very different for the two entries of this

encyclopaedia.

The next step consists of showing explicitly follows the Scotist school in the prologue
of the Rosarium. We first present the doctrine of the Suble Doctor as it is reflected in his
commentary on the Sentences. Then we formulate a series criteria by which we can establish

whether an author is a Scotist or not by just studying his prologue to the Sentences. We end



this chapter by showing how Pelbartus answers the questions to his prologues are in the spirit

of the Scotist line of thought.

Chapter 4: Pelbartus of Themeswar on the Nature of theology

This fourth chapter analyzes Pelbartus’s manner of arguing for the points of view held
in the Prologue. We started by showing how the first prologue of the work, named by us the
‘Ab auro’ Prologue implicitly copies some exempla from the commentary on the Sentences
written by William of Vaurillon. This prologue was composed as an encouragement towards
study. We continued by presenting in a detailed manner his way of proceeding for each of the
questions of the ‘Abyssus’ Prologue as well as for defining the concept of ‘abis’. By doing

this we test how far the Scotist influence goes in this prologue.
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