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Thesis summary

The aim of this thesis is to present the topic tedpossible ways of life-protection, involving
the sciences of Ethics, Religion, Law, Philosophg athers.

This, of course, provides the need for a generdboki and insight with regard to the main
and most controversial issue of humanity; i.e.texise.

Humanity was always fascinated by the questiongx$tence: human existence and its
protection or loss, respectively its formation. Titecess between the two is life itself and its
guality. Its opposite is passing and the fact @ltde

The necessity of this is unquestionable; the onlgstjon is how, when and why passing
occurs.

The topic of this thesis is the analysis of thenésén the period between birth and passing, in
an abstracted and generalized form, of coursexe$ence is a universal, yet a unique,
unrepeatable process for those living it.

Avoiding clichés is therefore extremely difficultl -thus included scientific arguments and
religious approaches.

After all, the biggest question is raised when itigividual, society, politics interferes with
the natural bodily process of passing.

The above clearly show that this paper is the papparadoxes.

The thesis is structured in the following way: theoduction is immediately followed by the
various scientific disciplines, all of which dissuthe protection of life and lifelessness. The
scientific background of the research involving Hhstory of Pedagogy, Religious Law and
Political Law is presented in the first part of thesis.

Regarding the History of Pedagogy, we can stat¢ édacation is on the one hand a
pedagogical and on the other hand a historicalgoage It is pedagogical to the extent that
regardless of historical periods education contebuto the individual’'s personality
development, life skills development and sociala@at This, of course, changes with each
historical period, as the ideals, institutions anstruments of education exhibit different
characteristics in time and space.

According to this, learning is constructed knowled@e can see that compared to ancient
times today’s concept of learning has come a lomy.wedagogy is the driving force;
however, the solution is given by History. Thus thistory of education seeks historical
answers to the questions raised by Pedagogy; sheryriof education is sometimes identified

with the concept of history of pedagogy or histakigedagogy.



| studied the question of Religious Law insofar tasknow how religion and charitable
organizations are present in Hungary, and what tr@e is. Accordingly, the religious
communities operating in Hungary are highly sigmfit, value-bearing and community-
forming factors of society, which, in addition teetr religious activities, play a major role in
the life of country and nation because of their cadional, higher education, health,
charitable, social, family-, child- and youth prctien and cultural, environmental, sports and
other activities, as well as the cultivation ofioaal consciousness. This holds true for the
member states of the European Union and the evaleatbcracies. Hungary recognizes and
supports the activities of religious communitiesttiplay a dominant role in the lives of
Hungarian communities outside of Hungary's todagdecs.

Constitutional Law is made up of the totality of# acts regulating the operation of the state
as a supreme political figure, a public author®pnstitutional law has got two levels, the
creation and the enforcement of laws. Accordinghts, constitutional law may be separated
into two main parts: Legislative Law, defining tbeganization, powers and procedures of
legislation, as well as its relations to other estatgans and Executive Law covering the
organizational, jurisdictional and operational tgylf all executive organisations in a wider
sense, and the legislation defining the civil odifigns of individuals towards it.

The second part of Constitutional Law is dividetbiddministrative and Judicial Law. The
latter comprises civil procedures and criminal ipestegislation. Generally, only Legislative
Law and strictly internal Government and Administra Law are regarded as types of
Constitutional Law. External Constitutional Law psacticed as a separate form of law
bearing the name “International Public Law”.

Constitutional Law may be philosophical and statutéhilosophical Law sets up its legal
theorems as postulates starting from the concepiiren and function of the state. Statutory
Law in a certain state analyses and explains teeréms of current constitutional law,
analyses their properness in terms of the relatodribe given state and sets up propositions
for desirable changes.

After this we get to the actual disciplines thalphghape my thesis and help to understand
what the history behind my conclusions regarding phmotection of life and lifelessness
actually is.

Philosophy is the “science concerned with the camskepurpose of the universe, of nature, of
life, with the organizing principle of history, th@ossibilities of knowledge and cognition,
what constitutes beauty, art and language, thereatfi legal and political norms, the

properness or improperness of actions, the existasfcGod and transcendence.” The



branches of philosophy are thus metaphysics, ogyo(the study of being), philosophy of
history, epistemology (the theory of knowledge)ilggophy of science, logic, and from the
end of the 19 century: philosophical logic, aesthetics, phildsppf language, philosophy of
law, philosophy of politics, ethics, philosophyrefigion.

Sociology is a theoretical and practical disciplstedying the principles, regulations and
processes of the life and operation of social campts, i.e. individuals, groups,
organizations, institutions (family, church, schagvernment, etc.).

Sociologists study social behaviours and attitudathin social, religious, political and
economic institutions, organizations and groupsmi&d by people. They study the
behavioural patterns within or among groups credtathg social interactions; they monitor
their emergence and spreading, analyze the impacgraup activities on individual
participants. Sociologists study the features ebeial group, organization or institution, the
impact of the individuals on each other and theaug, and in this context, the role of the
individuals’ features like their biological sex, rgker, age or race. The subject areas of
Sociology tackle among other things social issueghe family, minorities, education,
religion, politics, place of residence, crime, fparitual and health environment.

Political Sociologytackles the functioning of society, seeking tousfice its operation in the
field of social life. It defines the goals and gss the instruments to the goals.

The three levels of the social safety net:

Insurance level: health insurance, pension ins@samcemployment benefits, which are
covered by employers’ and employees’ contributiding,insurance system run by the state. If
the case of risk occurs, the person concernedveeiertain services, regardless of his/her
personal needs. Its features are the following:.cifiperisk situations (old age, illness,
unemployment), the service always depends on tleenie of the person concerned,
compulsory insurance, one cannot quit.

Needs level: it is an essential part of the sosaéty net system, it is also called the relief-
type system. Conceptual elements: if a citizen caaoquire the assets for his/her subsistence
by his/her own resources, he/she receives an appiey levelled relief from the state
budget for his/her sustainment. It has 3 featurdse system is individual, it always considers
the individual’'s needs - the system is subsiditdrg,self-help principle applies at first and the
relief only as a last resort - financing is doné @iutax-resources.

Compensation level: the level of benefits assodiatgth citizens’ rights: the person

concerned is entitled to additional benefits dubdlmnging to a specific group, e.g. disability



aid. The level of mixed benefits: combines the @eta of the previous three levels, this is
also the case in Hungary.

Ethics or Morality is the systematization and scientific investigatadf moral values and
social norms governing human acts.

Ethics (otherwise calledMoral Philosophy) is the branch of Practical Philosophy, which
deals with the philosophical grounding of the vig§iadf moral imperatives.

The general meaning of ethics: the reasonablemaptnd right decision based on common

sensetfe solution considered the best out of the given options).

Psychology today is often associated with the wafrithe psychologists working in the
healing profession. Psychology, however, is notliusteely the healing science tackling
the spiritual welfare of people, but is also a ighlsce seeking to understarall processes
typical for people. The therapeutic profession ryoa part thereof, where trained
psychologists can be employed. Psychology is dgtresearching less well-known areas
as well, such as the study of humanoid perceptiosiofi, hearing, touching, etc.),
exploring the principles of learning and memorysaing the language acquisition
process, understanding mathematical thinking, etc.

According to some people, Christianity relates tioids and its actions, as they believe that
the centre of faith is the commandment of lovelircases. In this commandment we find
the command to love our enemy, which means thastmity is superior to all the secular
ethics, and could even be superior to the ethiastiodr religions. The churches often see
their duty in “lecturing” those who deserves it.sBd on this the state also appreciates the
educating duty of the church. This is true, becatiseerything is working fine, there is
almost no need for the police. Therefore, todaydies are eager to get involved in ethical
matters, and they primarily prefer to issue suakestents.

People, who consider themselves believers, oftemadd to receive assistance, whether in
case of a psychological problem, or even that ofllaess. In addition, various Christian
scientists have sought to examine religious iswes the perspective of various sciences.
Psychology of Religion is an applied science, tieotetical framework of which mainly
binds Religion Psychology to Christianity.

Among the disciplines | lastly tackled History,.iReligious History and Universal History
separately.

History deals with events that have occurred in faest. It provides the scientific
understanding of humanity’s past. Hungarian texitsoand other educational works have

the following structure:



e World History, i.e. Universal History

e Hungarian History

If we look at the wider picture, Universal Histoitgelf may be categorized beyond all
human events from the point of view of the scieritesmprises:

e The History of the Universe (Astronomy

e EarthHistory (Earth Sciences)

e The History of Wildlife(Biology)

e The History of MankindHistoriography

e Why do we need Histo®y(Philosophy)

The Holy Scripture, the codes of professional atlaied the presentation of various human
rights organizations can provide an in-depth insigto the scientific background of the
research. We mainly deal with Scripture, in whitie 8" commandment will help us
understand the significance of the protection life.

The 6" commandment is understood by everyone; even niievbes understand it and
agree with it. The commandment (You shall not mujdaimarily prohibits killing one’s
personal opponent, murders committed in revengspegdively antisocial, unlawful
killings.

We notice a great difference between murder ariidhgsiin the Old Testament, as one who
killed someone accidentally could expect absolutmsome degree. “The primary aim of
the Codes of Professional Ethics is to establisitfe psychologist a system of the most
basic rights and duties inherent in the exercisehisf profession. Beyond the legally
regulated duties it emphasizes moral responsibdlitg gives it concrete substance. The
main principle of the Codes of Professional Etliécthe respect for the individual’'s rights
and dignity, a striving towards a high level of quetence, keeping competence limits in
mind and guarding the professional role as weflexsonal integrity. It aims at providing a
reliable basis for professionals in deciding howptoceed, especially in cases when they
are faced with a problematic, conflictual situatauring the exercise of their profession.
This is why in addition to the ethical principle®des of Professional Ethics contain the
most important standards of behaviour as well.

Human rights organizations are charities the prymaurpose of which in all cases is

protecting people’s lives and confronting injussice



Many organizations worldwide, are seeking to proteeman rights and put an end to
human rights abuses. The main human rights orgammzahave detailed web pages for
documenting the violations of human rights and tleajt for their redressing both at
government and public level. The support by theppeeand their opposition against abuses
is important to the success of these organisat@msiuman rights organizations are most
effective when their call for a reform is strondigicked up by the strong support of the
public. Below there are examples of such groups.

Having looked into the scientific background of tlesearch and all disciplines, which
helped me understand the importance of protectfeg it is time to begin the part that
actually presents the protection of life.

| shall present the legal and non-legal instrumeaitghe protection of life that have
legalized and allowed anti-life acts, in resporsavhich legal and non-legal instruments
for the protection of life have developed:

The protection of life and anti-life acts appeaatdost simultaneously with humans. What
is different in the different ages is the respasthe anti-life acts. The first murderer, the
fratricidal Cain was punished by God by exiling hirom his family. Throughout history
man tried to fabricate ideologies both with regaadd taking lives - i.e. wars, the
extermination of dynasties etc. - and the respdos¢his. The conquerors killed the
children of those invaded, just like some of thenrteeensure the reproduction of their own
kind. | believe it is important to mention the pamsstion against the Jews throughout
history, which culminated in the extermination cangstablished by Nazi Germany. Man
decided what constituted a heroic act or a necgssarder, and has thus granted a
dispensation of the consequences. However, muraerchnsequences which cannot be
erased by any ruler or social principle or law: Ywéce of conscience, due to which the
actions targeting and enforcing the protectionfefdppeared.

“The protection of life is necessary due to itsueallt is an ability which is independent of
striving and results; it is not a task, but a gifhich we all equally receive thanks to the
generous goodness of our Creator. This grants eipalsibility of the realization of all
other human values, and is the foundation of hudigmnity and God'’s love towards man.
The protection of life is becoming an increasingbpular topic these days and the striving
towards it is receiving an increasing amount otrgton. Our era haan enigmatic
property. In the course of human history we have neverrhacke opportunities to control

our future; we have never had greater power toftixlife-conditions as in the present age.



However, the destiny of mankind has never beeratered as much as it is today either.
We belong to the generation which succeeded irtisglithe atom and deciphering the
secrets of the genetic code. However, the releseabear energy did not make our future
more secure. We did not only find our future enesgyrce, but also found the possibility
of destroying our future. Beside the possibilityaohuclear war, we have to think about
radioactive contamination or the looming possipitif accidents such as the ones in Three
Mile Island and Chernobyl. Likewise, the deciphgrof the genetic code allows not only
for finding remedies for genetic disorders, butoalsr possibilities of fatal mistakes or
malicious abuse. Experience shows that Murphy's laannot be avoided, if something
can go wrong, then sooner or later it will. Ourttealogic civilization did not only create
the possibility of a seemingly unlimited developmeout also made possible such an
unfolding of the Orwellian visions, which in comgan can dwarf Hitler's or Stalin’s
dictatorship.

“After this, we need to give a brief summaryldy findings of the Christian tradition
concerning the protection of life The first chapters of Genesis describe how the
consequences of the original sin spread out wigardeto every aspect of human life. The
first step in this process was the fratricide,ti@der of the innocent Abel. As the text puts
it, the innocent blood “cried out from the grountd”God, who punished Cain by exiling
him. (Gen. 4,10. 10-11.). This punishment was, h@rea sign of divine mercy, as the law
stipulated that “Whoever sheds human blood, by msshall their blood be shed; for in
the image of God has God made mankind..” (Gen 9v)the Mosaic covenant the
prohibition of murder was a basic law. Nevertheléiss Ten Commandments had rather a
religious role in the life of the people of Isrdkan a moral one. The fifth commandment
expressed the faith and trust of the chosen penp&od, the Creator of Life. The moral
teachings of the Old Testament did not rule outpibssibility of murder, but limited it by
certain pre-established, universally known and gaced conditions. In fact, the history of
the Chosen People is full of very bloody pages. Itwel often punished the disloyalty of
the people by death. In addition, the Law in Modge® books enumerates many religious
or social offenses, which were punishable by death.

After the protection of life we must speak abowg fhrotection of marriage, as life begins
with marriage.

Jesus explains the seventh commandment, “You siwllcommit adultery.” (Exodus

20.19. The original Bible text contains a word here,istthcan be translated - as it is



indeed translated in many foreign languages: Do beotan adulterer, do not commit
adultery! Actually, no matter how we say it, ultitaly it is the same thing. A lot of the
sexual misery, which today’s world is full of, isated in the misery of marriage. There are
plenty of problems in the world that concern thiatienship between men and women.
95% of the problems discussed within the officerboaf ministers and psychiatrists are
marriage problems. There is lots of turmoil in s@Xife. The root of and the main reason
for all this confusion are marriage problems. Thysthe previously read words Jesus is
protecting marriage.

All foulness and fornication is ultimately nothimgore than an attack on marriage, i.e.
adultery. All sexual decay ultimately deterioratearriage. Therefore, the grip end of the
fight against fornication, adultery is always mage. The essence and meaning of
marriage need to be found again. Save marriagetheemarriage given and wanted by
God, and then you shall save the family, the natilbe state, the happiness of millions of
men, women and children.

God has entered into a covenant with His childlezaedy in the Old Testament to indicate
that they can always count on Him, and He is theewsho can actually protect our lives.
We must look into the Old Testament roots of “bethg son” to understand its main
aspects.

What did Paul mean when he wrote to the Galatiams@dmns: “So in Christ Jesus you are
all children of God through faith” (Galatians 3:26)

Who was the son of God in the Old Testament, anat wid that mean? Originally, Adam
was the son of God:

Luke 3:38 ...the son of Adam [Adam’s son], [Adamtis¢ son of God [God’s son].

What did it mean that Adam was the “son of God"théant that God created him, Adam
originated from God. In addition, it meant that edger they formed a father-son
relationship. It is also important to note thathis respect Adam represented God’s rule,
which meant that God created him in His image. Thssn of God” has two meanings:
one is a meaning of relationship, the other is ammg of representation, in the latter case
it rather denotes a position, and the dominant megaa always determined by the specific
context in which it occurs.

Romans 8:18-21, “I consider that our present sunisrare not worth comparing with the
glory that will be revealed in us. For the creatwaaits in eager expectation for the children

of God to be revealed. For the creation was sudgett frustration, not by its own choice,



but by the will of the one who subjected it, in bdpat the creation itself will be liberated
from its bondage to decay and brought into thedive® and glory of the children of God.”
God loves His children so much that he will notyomhake their lives right through
restoring the relationship with them, but He witka renew their home.

This is followed by the part that is not linked slosely to the previous ones, namely
respecting the property and assets of other pe&yldahis we provide the other person
protection, and thus we return to respecting life.

Property inherently needs protection. In additionhie classic private property exclusivity,
its excluding nature, it is characterised by tmersj protection of property. This protection
is primarily and directly provided by the owner Isiatf/herself. Today’'s Civil Rights Acts
recognise by no exceptions the right of the owrnerfend off for any unlawful attacks
against their property by their own legitimate powa to exclude any arbitrary forces.
However, if the owners could only rely on their opower, “everyone would struggle with
everyone”. Hence arose the need for the mutuabreton and protection of property. The
protection of property creates existence- and firnsecurity, which, by implication
guarantees the security and orderliness of the avBotiety and the economy. In the
centuries when private property emerged, public @iate law instruments have not yet
been separated. The rate of the penalty was rgnealito the property damage suffered,
but the degree of guilt, so its extent could exdbedrate of the actual damage. In addition
to the pecuniary sanctions serious person-relaadtions were applied. Today, criminal
law (offence law) provides effective protection mga the most serious attacks related to
property, crimes that are dangerous for societg asole. In addition to this, the owner
can also enforce his/her demands. If the damagsedadioes not threaten the community,
the owner may seek civil redressing at the stabdigpauthorities.

This is closely linked to respecting the soveregigatd autonomy of other nations, because
one can really respect another person if one réspbe other person’s nation and
autonomy and recognizes his/her sovereignty.

There is no single concept of sovereignty - ahéedase of constitution. For international
law has not yet worked out a concept of sovereigngccordance with modern social and
political conditions, the states can decide fontkelves, which countries they consider as
sovereign and which they do not.

Sovereignty, i.e., who exercised the main power avagjor issue in the social sciences. In

ancient times philosophers were also seeking tee@nto where power comes from, what



the ideal form of government is, and what the rehship between the individual and the
state is.

The principle of sovereignty first occurred in Epep when the royal powers were created.
During feudalism, in the struggle for terminatifg tfragmentation, a theory underpinning
the unity of state power was necessary. This r@le played by the concept of sovereignty,
which supported the absolute monarchy, which hiéstae power.

Healing can help us understand that there is allwage and healing from our sins.

THE MEANING AND VALUE OF HEALTH AND HEALING

The peculiarly Christian theology of health andlimggis only possible because Christ is
our Saviour and our divine healing Doctor. Salvatand health are interconnected. The
healing power of Christ and the healing missiorHed disciples belong to the essential
dimensions of “therapeutic theology”. Christ did marn away from the suffering without
helping. His healing activities are not only img@nt for apologetics: but they are part of
His redemptive work. The dimensions of Salvatioactebeyond the scope of the soul and
after-death-immortality. Jesus’ caring love towamasn in all his dimensions is apparent in
His message. Diagnosing the peoples’ disease lie tdone by theology, but only in the
context of repentance and healing. Not only savatbut the healing process has also got
to do with faith. Not only miraculous events strénamn faith, in the power of Christ’s love
the revelation of the heavenly Father's care cameXjerienced. The saving message of
Christ cannot be separated from His active padicym. His former arrival into this world
continues for a healthier world, for the healing ioter-numan relationships. The
miraculous healing power of Christ should be praped from close by. Christ’s disciples
must contribute to healing today’s disease andchatien. The doctor's model is by no
means limited to the technically advanced healtiustry: the health of the population is
mostly not determined by medical factors, but tijs relationships, family, trust, peace,
etc.

The biblical teaching about life obliges us to pmttand honour life - right from the
moment of its inception. We should honour mothend anotherhood, educate young
people in such a way that they too value parenthibasl our particular duty to protect fetal
life, and to enlighten parents about all procedimeslving the destruction of the fertilized
egg and the fetus, but especially about artifigtzbrtion. The life of the fetus is a relatively
independent life and it is being protected by Gagatzhibition of killing (theYou shall not



murder. commandment) just like every person’s life.

The Christian Reformed congregation needs to beeawnfits own helping duty, when it
surrounds the young people having children witle @ard love, and seeks to help them in
resolving their conflicts.

After this we come to the second part of the thabkie subject of which is lifelessness.
Here we discuss in detail the concept of suicitetyipes, and how it appears within the
framework of the people and society.

When we talk about suicide, the mission, the aimestablishing the diagnosis is the
following: getting to know the events of the pamtd if there still is a chance: helping,
intervening, defining the path of development:riywith the sin and the atonement.

This applies to all the levels of population, as stell later see that the way leading to
suicide, due to its nature, is the pressure gesray our perceived or real sins, which
require atonement - reconciliation.

There are, of course, exceptions as in every othee, developmental, functional and
unprocessable moral crises and crises arising lifersituations, which constitute a “force
majeure” and here the empathic, moral and religaitisides of the individuals and society
have a qualifying role.

Philosophers, social scientists and excellent peadmals of the disciplines listed above
have tackled the topic of suicide starting fromauity to the present day.

The different approaches to suicide in differenésagiere formed depending on the state
governing apparatus, moral, religious and profesdimentalities, statistical data analysis
and the interpretation of the results.

There arewo available sources for defining the causes of suicideke suicide notes and
the motives established by the judiciary authorities, which may be family-related grief,
physical or other types of pain, remorse or alcishal Observation as a method cannot be
applied in the case of suicide (unless it is tlsailteof mental illness).

Both of the methods have their shortcomings.

Another form of lifelessness occurs as the dise&sldiction, this will be outlined in the
next part of the thesis.

A healthily developing personality is characteridgdthe ability to adapt and a realistic
self-image. It has the ability to choose the magible solution out of several possibilities
even in an unusual situation. Social integrationaislong-term, dynamic balance,

developing within the interaction of the individuahd its environment. The disruption of



this creates sustained life-management incompetemz@or an anti-social lifestyle,
deviance.

Personality traits are the long-term/permanentufest of the perception of ourselves and
our environment, the relationship towards them #oedthoughts about them, which are
reflected in a wide range of essential personalsaaghl situations/conditions.

Personality disorders occur when personality trarts inflexible and maladaptive to the
extent which causes significant functional impainineor significant subjective
distress/confusion. It usually begins in adoleseewrcearly adulthood and lasts throughout
one’s life, although it may ameliorate at older.abeatment options are limited. In case of
decompensation medication is considered, otherpsgyehotherapy, cognitive therapy or

analytically oriented therapies are applied.

The “merciful” death (euthanasia) also belongs tohe forms of lifelessness, as a life is
terminated in this form as well, even if this occus out of mercy.

The concept of euthanasia, made up of two Greeklsvieu = good,thanatos = death) has
become an ethical issue in recent times due tdaittethat the legislation of some states
authorized putting it into practice.

Euthanasia is not just an issue of bioethics andicak ethics, but also a legal issue.
Taking into account the traditions of different towks, it has anthropological and
ethnological aspects as well.

As God calls man into life (Gen. 1.27; Ps 36.18) &od determines when one’s life shall
end, the Christian church has a moral obligatioretbghten people with regard to the
“merciful” death.

In general terms, the termination of the use oé-$ifistaining medical equipment or
interventions that are meant to shorten the suifeof people approaching the end of their
lives - with the consent of those concerned - iedaeuthanasia.

While “merciful” killing is practiced in many waysye must distinguish its three main
forms: 1. active euthanasia; 2. passive euthan&sityrning off life-sustaining medical
devices.

Both in Law and the Jurisprudence there are axienta¢orems, the grounds and veracity
of which does not need justification. Why don’tyheeed justification? Because centuries-
old and sometimes even thousands-years-old squpeielaension and legal convincement

developed the content and the legitimacy of theallemxioms and has made them



indisputable as the historical and scientific pesgr chiselled off everything that was
unnecessary or questionable. The huge materiatiedtP Law abounds in such axiomatic
theorems, fundamental values. It would not be amfacourage, but rather narrow-minded
audacity to modify these essential items, basiteslwithout a very good reason, say
because of the current social changes or persaigitsic perceptions or especially to
“throw them in the dustbin of history” (as it hapeel in the times of Marxist jurisprudence
not so long ago).

The wars were mainly those occurrences in whichpleeaimed at forcibly acquiring
property, as this was the only way they could fah@eopponents into surrendering.

War passes through the centuries as “the whip ofamity”. We cannot think of a century
without wars. We had to mourn the highest numbevictims in the past century. The
message of the Bible contradicts the tradition Wrsmce Heraclitus praised war as “the
father of all” or the words of Hobbes, who sees nagna howling wolf among other
wolves. Marxists also considered the struggle giosgies as the basic law of the universe.
Christian ethics clearly opts for peace. Howevé&putes may arise concerning the roads

leading to peace.

THE OLD TESTAMENT

The perception of war and hostilities

The Old Testament does not make a peaceful impresshere are few books in the Old
Testament, which do not speak of war. It is a $aeidity that accompanies the Israelites,
and that they don’'t even question it in this seWar songs like the Song of Deborah
(Judges 5,19-27) and the Song of Lamech (Gen 4r28ably belong to the oldest parts of
the Old Testament. Numbers 21,14 mentions “the Bufolhe Wars of the Lord”, which
has not survived. Detailing the topic of war angtiibies, the following can be stated:

The existence of war is as evident as the pasgitigesseasons. According to Ecclesiastes
3, there is a time for everything under the heavarisne to be born and a time to die, etc.

In this enumeration it is stated that there ismeetfor war and a time for peace.

THE NEW TESTAMENT
Statements on the topic of “war” and “violence”
In the New Testament the recommendation of war @abe found, and it is undoubtedly

far less war-focused than the Old Testament. Tloblem is rather the renunciation of



violence.

Although the final times will not be war-free (Mag¢w 24,6), but the New Testament does
not state that Christians should take part in tHigmting for the cause of the Messiah
(which is not the case in the Qumran documents,obrehich - 1 QM - is called “the war
scroll”).

While generating fear can be inherent in every iptes$orm of violence (from bar fights to
conventional warfare), in the case of terrorisns tielationship is inverted. The relation of
the direct victims and casualties of violence issttyosymbolic to the real purpose of the
action. Their selection is of secondary importaiceften occurs randomly.

Mass media plays an important role in the develogméthe modern forms of terrorism
as through it people take part at the fear-gemegagcenes of violence at an international
scale and it has the ability of escalating thepaat.

Known terrorist organizations are, for example, edl Army Faction, the Red Brigades,
the IRA, the ETA, the al-Qaeda, the Irgun and tbe kslamic State.

Executions, i.e. the death penalty, are an issaehths always caused moral dilemmas in
the history of mankind. The fact that someone sighable by loss of life for an actual or
alleged offense could be as old as human coexistdwth in the Bible and in Christian
times it was customary and a common reality. Thggalts also nuanced its reasons. The
turning point was the Enlightenment period and a@svparticularly noticeable in the last
decades.

The death penalty was in all eras the most seflous of punishment, i.e. extinguishing
the life of the person found guilty, the deprivatiof life following a criminal trial.
Nowadays, the legitimacy or illegitimacy of the ttegpenalty is one of the most
controversial legal, ethical, theological and sbisisues.

The death sentence is carried out through the ¢weciefore which the victim is brought
in a state of defencelessness, and by which ofegally implemented purposeful murder
is carried out.

Starting from prehistoric times and up to the pnésiay the legal systems of most societies
included this form of punishment, which has alwdsen considered one of the most
serious types of punishment regardless of cultiilesvever, in advanced societies of the
antiquity there have already been examples of sihioly the death penalty due to ethical or
religious reasons, and this is considered to bel@agphenomenon since the end of World
War Il



THE MORAL EVALUATION

First of all, theintentions behind the following attempt should be generadéflected on:
finding a remedy for the nature-given childlessnelsa couple or a woman. In the case of
married couples this should generally be applaudiedan anti-children era, when even
adoption is difficult, the longing of married coeplfor their own offspring should be assessed
positively. However, wanting a child at all costedaby all means would in some cases be
misguided and irresponsible.

Life is not producible and enforceable, but mustagis be expected and accepted. The child
is a gift. The conceptual ambivalence of the desii@uld also be considered. It cannot always
be guaranteed that a desired child will always men@adesired child. It would not be a
responsible thing if one wanted a child on grounickheir personal interest or even regardless
of their child’s future. There is an increased fehthis in cases where people are willing to

try out heterologous methods or if they desireilautside of marriage.

During the assessment of each method the resadutibthe Church Magisterium were taken
into consideration, additionally covering theol@istanding-points and presenting further
theological considerations.

As | wrote in the Introduction and as it becameacke me throughout the thesis, an approach
to the protection of life entails a multitude ofpdoxes.

Taking each chapter at a time also shows that ehepter can be extended within and
beyond its own scientific disciplines, for an evaler elaboration of the study objective - the
protection of Life.

Striving towards completeness should be a naturadam need, but in the context of human
existence completeness is impossible to reach.

This is why the thesis became the thesis of pamsleach chapter is a paradox in itself.

These include, but are not limited to the following
- the good deeds — bad deeds in Ethics; the apptepeiss and consequences of ethics
laws, the moral feelings of the person deliveringrathjudgment
- anything may be subject to philosophical invesiayeg — based on which
philosophical trend?

- Psychology? — despair of the ambient



- Religion Ethics - solidarity

- Religion Psychology - Freud and Jung

- Religion History - Erasmus: “behavioural good mashe
- murder - killing

- Pope Pius XIll. — the protection of life and higkpirituality

wars: defensive - conquering...

and | could go on.

In the light of the above, is the protection oélieally the recognized necessity - or merely a
necessity?

The most complete dissolution of all these paradage@iven by the thought of John Paul II.
(The Catechism of the Catholic Churdh December 1992):

“Protecting, rescuing human life, does not only meat taking life away, not mutilating it,
not tormenting it, not breaking it spiritually, bitalso means satisfying its hunger and thirst
for the truth that liesvithin it, an opportunity we cannot let get away.”



