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Summary

Our doctoral dissertation entitled "The Existené€Romanian Seventh-Day Adventist Church
under Communism" is based on the idea of usingréisearch of spoken history to find in
Romanian historiography a place for a careful asialpf the life of a religious community,
referring to the Adventist community, about thestaince of which we know very little from the

communist era.

During the time that | have conducted my reseamtlhe subject, other doctoral theses have
emerged, being loosely related to the topic | apghned, but integrated within neo-protestant
congregations, without carefully looking at the moslevant aspects from the life of this

community under communism through spoken testinfomy members of this community.

Many of the studies didn’t try to reconstruct thstéory of Adventists between 1945-1989 using
a scientifically verified method, but most of thenks that have appeared on this subject have a
strong subjective component because those who wrose works are pastors, employees of the
Adventist Church and were influenced in their wdak pursuing personal stakes, "vendettas"
against former Adventist Church leaders, who maigiad them, persecuted for political
reasons before 1990.

| detailed in a separate chapter how the Advemtististers Gheorghe Modoran and Cristian
Dumitrescu used information from the Securitdites to "execute" by publication in media
platforms, surveys or books containing compromisirfgrmation from the Securitate files on

some pastors who worked under the communist regime.

| presented "lon Buciuman case" as a case stubgwfthe Securitate files were manipulated for
political purposes after 1990, using the same ntkthatented by Securitate for treating

individuals deemed "inappropriate” for the system.

! Department of State Security of the Socialist Republic of Romania



It is very important that the research will not lbempromised by personal vendettas,
misconceptions about cooperation with the Seceriait community leaders of some neo-
protestant congregations. It requires not onlyddachment, but also professionalism and ability
to understand what are the mechanisms of a totahtaregime and how they functioned
regarding Adventist Church and what are the nuanteshabitation between atheistic political

regime and the leadership of the Adventist comnmesit

Here were actually opened two research directitms:way Adventist Church survived under
communism, we refer here to laymen and how theelesduip of the Adventist Church and the "
pastoral body" as a whole, with certain exceptiaetabitated with the rigors of the established
regime, especially in complicated relationship wptbwer and control structures, meaning the

Department of Religious Affairs and Security.

The communist regime in Romania failed to suppfessdom of conscience of the individual.
But the oppressive system had the "gift" to disttraracters, to destroy lives, killing valuable
generations of intellectuals and religious leadangl most importantly, succeeded in destroying

people’s trust in state institutions and law erdarent power.

Fear is the feeling and the state of mind | foundmy withess’ memories, reactivating and

reliving memories of their life from that periodyrthg and after the interview.

Some of our withesses, after the closing of theezaror recorder, asked me, invoking our word
of honor that we shouldn’t publish in some newspd@gments of their testimonies or if we do,

they requested assurances that their identitidoaiprotected.

This visceral fear that the phone is under suargsk, that you cannot trust the closest friend in
the Church because they might "tell on you", cosfusassociated with suspicion dominates
even today the lives of Adventists members who tewlcalmost cinematic sequences from their
life full of humiliation, marginalization, stigmand sometimes compromises, all embedded in a
fight that was most of the time "deafened”, to pres the identity and conscience "unspotted"

by a deeply cynical and corrupt atheistic system.

"Starting from the years of 1968-1970 the stateeredt a period in which the regime was

sufficiently strong, had an urge to control eveiyth to subordinate everything and control the



people, by ... I don’t even know that would be thast appropriate term to be used here, creating

a climate of fear and distrust, and this was thmidant element in which | have lived?"

Many Adventists members interviewed were of thenmpi that nothing has changed after 1990s,
experiencing discrimination and stigmatization, reater what should’'ve been the Revolution
of 1989.

"[E.U.] That's what | want ask you, after the Rexmin have you felt...

[Szentagotai Aurora.] Absolutely, | felt the sam)y? | should’'ve been full time professor
because all those who after ‘90 requested teagiosdions were considered full time professors
because of the stigma suffered. After 10-12-15 edrworking as a substitute teacher now

suddenly, all who asked for positions were madktifuke professors.

Well, because | had the same stigma, | was madtléme professor as well, but in a year, the
same people who were in the inspectorate initialigt,what they knew best so that | need again

to renew my employment file in September.

They motivated that the file was not valid, incoetp| although for some it was valid for some

not, perhaps their people continued in the sameneran

The same happened again in '91, and in '92, eveuagthl should’'ve automatically been

transferred to Cluj because | had a position inddej the cities are equivalent.

But | was pursued by the same people who were $mowméng in their effort. In '93 | managed
to get employed with the County Assistance Cemdej, Psycho-Pedagogical Assistance County
Centre, where | should’'ve also been considered llatifne professor, being stipulated in
regulation, that after three years of working gssgchologist in a school one is automatically
considered full time employee, therefore, aftere¢hryears of working as a high school
psychologist for Andrei Muresanu High-School in Deghould’'ve been appointed twice as a
full time professor.

So for the first time immediately after the Revalat in '90 and again in '93, | faced the same

procedure every year again and again because un&bely the people remained the same, with

2 |bid Dan Opr§



certain prejudices and somewhere having the desive bribed and | wasn't willing to resort to

such means and these were repercussions, but godddok care®

Testimonies of those interviewed by us, are notetyeresentful, most of those with whom we
discussed expressed pity and sometimes compassidhdse who have done wrong, perhaps
with one exception, the minister Cristian Dumittgseho he expressed in the interview that |
conducted for this work and on his own online @atf "Remember-ring" strong resentment at
the fact that Dumitru Popa, former president of theon after 1975, is not judged by history
and by contemporaries "for the wickedness committesh the top position he had during the

communist period leading this community."

In contrast, my grandfather, Vasile Ungureanu, esséd to me that he never wanted to receive
compensation from the Romanian state for the hatiols during the year of '52, expressing
that he "suffered not for the state but for Gbdhd | also remember the insistence of physician
Szentagotai Lorant who wanted to conclude the viger with him in what he called a "positive
note".

"What positively influenced me [during the peribdfore ‘89] the most, was the attitude of
some professors, who knew very well what the problevere ... and | could name one, Mr.
Luca, a physician, who became professor and defemae in all circumstances, Professor
Toader, the head of the clinic who, in order for toetake my exams, came to my shift on
Friday, so | can sustain the exam, because alestagre on Saturday and Professor Fodor was

also a great man.

Therefore, | would like to remember more the pusitside of things in which many took my
side ... | could remember the Health Departmene@ar from then, Mrs. Albu, who was famous

as an ardent communist, who nevertheless, tookarty p"°

| had a particular concern in our research to seleanuch objective information as we could
which we have collected from spoken testimony ahérdocumentation resources.

% Ibid Aurora Szentagotai
* Ibid Vasile Ungureanu
® Ibid Lorant Szentagotai



In historiography it can easily be discovered ttet authors of studies or books on subjects
tangential to the theme we are considering, abuged use of unilateral sources for

documentation flawed by the ideology of communisra,refer to the abundance of documents
of Securitate agents or written notes provideddsyner members of the Adventist Church. We
considered the Securitate an institution where elertruth has been used for occult communist

political police, so | used with caution documeinten the CNSAS archives.

Not linking these documentary sources that haveofopndly subjective character with other

sources, as those works did, made it possibletiae works not have the consistency expected.

We tried in this research, following strict scidiatcriteria, to use several sources to elucidage t
most important aspects of the life of the churchammunism.

Thus, we conducted spoken history interviews; weghbnew relevant archive documents from
the Securitate Archives. We refer here to the dasus) official letters and less to "foundries” of

pastors or church members who had a strong persmnai and were subjective.

We have tried to confront certain documents witbkgm testimony and make these connections
from as many angles and from as many perspectigeseacould, without issuing absolute

judgments towards the sources.

In addition to archive documents and oral histotgniviews, | used books and scientific studies,

press materials that | considered relevant.

Of course, the work being spoken history reseanehfocused on the direct testimonies from
members of the Adventist community, who lived dgritie most significant moments in the
history of the Church in communism. | had intervewith very elderly people, who gave us
very interesting information about Adventist Chyrdating back as the Antonescu regime and
continuing through the "fiery" years when "the gyst tried to dismantle the Advent movement
especially by "confiscation" of the command stroetof this community, mainly driven by
enrolling an impressive number of Securitate agam®ng some pastors eager to enter the
power game to fill positions at the head of thaaeal conferences of the community or within
the Union.



| put special emphasis on analyzing the game ofepoat the top of the Adventist Church
between the years 1955-1965, during which the fateirexercised a quasi-total control over
the leadership of this community and found the keytighten control mechanisms and
expenditure of funds from gifts and tithes offeremluntarily by faithful church members to

administrators.

| had a chance to take interviews of the most ingmrpresidents that led regional conferences
or the Union in the mentioned period, when theyemehnallenged to complete, to confront or
refute information from the Archives of Securitategarding Adventist history during
communism, reactivating own memories. The statesnain our witnesses sometimes confirm
the ideas from the documents circulated in theditge on the most significant moments in the
history of this church, but the most important pafrthe spoken history interview that we have
had with our witnesses was that of customizatitertiag from issues of general nature which
are known in the neo-protestant and the Adventisir€h, continuing with those dealing with
persecution from the communist period, and we foangery important component, although
subjective, regarding feelings and events that hreexeer been recorded in any research work.
Our work is actually the first research work of kg history about the Adventist community in

Romania.

Bringing to light the history of private life ofoenmunities or areas where there was a strong
Adventist presence we believe is an important st challenge of research in anthropology,

sociology or psychology.

Our doctoral work is very logical, clearly struadr based on the evolution of relations between
the State and the Adventist Church, from the tineenvthe communist state focused on neo-
protestant denominations life, we refer especitdlyhe years between 1948-1955, continuing
with later periods when they tried to seize thedéahip of regional and national Adventist
Church, with the help of the operation entitledcte¢ account”, strengthening the network of
informers within church leadership and co-optingnisters from the top of the Church in
propaganda operations of the communist systenmligifor collectivization and then obtaining
a positive image of the regime in the eyes of thestMespecially to obtain or retain the clause of

"most favored nation"” from the United States of Aice



An important component of the communist propagasgstem was to use the foreign neo-
protestant emissaries and Adventists in partidolggresent the communist regime in a favorable
light abroad. Interview with two former Securitadgents who had clear tasks drawn by the
Securitate in this operation, were confirmed bynfer Securitate officer Liviu Banias, who
spoke with us about the stakes of this componenhefcollaboration between the communist
state and leaders of Adventist Church.

The most important problems Seventh-day Advenfated during communism were clearly
identified in our research and were about the Sbhaestion, an issue which we treated, |
think, the first time from a different perspectittean has been addressed in any other research
works on the same theme.

We proved by published and unpublished sources spuken testimony that during the
communist period there was a uniform point of videth doctrinally and in practice on the
observance of the Sabbath, meaning that some msmbéhe Seventh-day Adventist Church
inherited by tradition from their parents who liviedthe interwar period, the practice of sending
their children to school on Saturdays, to be swioto the Army, and another part of this
community had a tradition of respecting the Sablaaith ban the practice of children going to
school on Saturdays and refuse to violate the siathmandment of the Decalogue, "Thou shalt

not kill" during a military conflict by pleading faon-combat activities.

One of our witnesses, Edmond Constantinescu, dagabfothis Church, graduated the Faculty of
Philosophy in Sibiu, clearly explained the origwfsthis confusion, which were the "wings" of

theological debates that were present within theathin the interwar period, on the Sabbath.

| carefully studied how these groups fought eadmeoto fill key positions in community
leadership and how those ambiguities and persawalry have been speculated and used
subsequently by Securitate and the Department bfiRes Affairs to divide, to undermine the

idea of unity of doctrine and religious practicghis community.

Another important component of the work relatethiissue of collaboration with the Securitate
of pastors in the Adventist community.

Here again we have an approach, we believe it emb@iginal one.



We haven’t focused much attention on the huge amofinformation from gossip gleaned

through Securitate network agents from the tofhefAdventist Church.

Our only important goal in relation to these docuataey archives was that to watch how the
power struggle took place at the top of the Adwr@ihurch and which was the Securitate role to
incite and arbiter in this issue.

An important component of our research work covérs analysis of institutional power
mechanisms within the church that used the titheudint by members of the Adventist
community and which has been used to corrupt aefdn the communist administration so that

important objectives of the Church be achieved.

We are talking about amounts of money which weekdd towards inspectors of churches
throughout the country so that they allow the carsion of churches, reparation of these and
permit a time for baptism actions, conduct Sablsatmool for children or facilitate travelling

abroad for church leaders and lay members.

Part of the money from gifts and tithes given byéltists believers were used not only to bribe
the leaders of local government communist but &dskeep privileged relations between some
leaders of the Adventist Church and different powiags made up of ministers who were
skillfully placed in the richest churches, to bedpmto a purely Phanariot system of loyalty to
regional leaders or from Union. This sophisticaggdtem of power could not be understood
without extremely well documented spoken testimomy witnesses such as Edmond

Constantinescu, lon Buciuman, Adalbert Orban ordmu€ristescu.

| presented a special chapter regarding the surgtrategies of members of the Adventist
Church, who had to retrain, to reconvert professligrbecause of the failure of the communist
system to allow them to work in education, heajtftam or in other fields, because these people

refused to work on Saturdays.

| gave examples such as Elena Petrescu, Lidia Nlamiavaleriu Petrescu, who became very
skilled tailors and working in the knitting indugtmot only managed to survive under
communism, but through this activity have created/\good relations with influential people in
the city where they lived, and these relations tae:n used for their own personal protection



against abuses of the system and for protectingCterch after spreading religious books

deemed prohibited materials etc.

In the chapter "Building Adventist Churches" desytite restrictions imposed by the communists
using this game of manipulation and lies from ththarities, | could notice the means by which

Adventist believers were able to complete the lnigglans of some truly impressive churches.

| described the story of building the church in bt Vrancea County, a monumental
construction of 800 seats, which could not havenbleilt without corrupting officials from

Matca up to the first party secretary in Galati.

They staged for the history a "play" that is neeffrom fines and lawsuits against believers who
succeeded to build and edifice without authorizatmd subsequently the same "actors" in the
same "play", got rid of the Inquisition "overcoafid in the purest mioritic style became hosts
for the delegation at the inauguration of this tuidy of the Adventist Church from European
and international level: the General Conferencsigemt Robert Pierson and Division President,
Edwin Ludescher.

The inauguration was also attended by prominent lmeesnof the Adventist community in a
"tribute chorus" which was meant to highlight thetreordinary religious freedoms that

Adventist believers in Romania, enjoyed.

In another framework we highlighted in our papeactdy this duplicitous system by which the
Adventist Church leaders isolated those peopleideresd undesirable by the regime and played
the role of agents of propaganda of the commuegthte, both inside and outside the country,
hiding less pleasant realities of the fact that ynaihAdventist believers who wanted to observe
the Sabbath by not taking part to works during thay were virtually excluded from society,

marginalized in churches, imprisoned and mistrebtetthe communist power system.

| provided some very relevant examples of spolestirhony about Adventists who have been
convicted and imprisoned for acts of insubordinato for "undermining the socialist system”,

believers who have been stigmatized also withiigicls communities by persons engaged in a



"guilty" relationship with Securitate, mentioniniget names of: Andrei Frangulea, Titu Ghejan,

Doru Alexander, Apostol Chelbegeanu, Dragostefanache, Titi Gadea.

Another very important theme that | approached bgraborating information from multiple

spoken testimonies and documentary sources wdsyleof “labeling”.

We have demonstrated through the testimony of ptaysiDoru Alexandru, that Adventists not
conforming with the regime, were easily labeledref®rmists and then marginalization and
stigmatization followed within the Adventist comnitynto which they belonged, at school, at
work, etc. Doru Alexandru received a double roleum research topic, his own autobiographical
traumatic experiences form childhood and teenagesas of a father condemned by the Church
by exclusion and subsequently sentenced to prisiothé same reasons as his father, Alexandru

Gheorghe.

Alexandru Gheorghe, was a controversial figuréha history of the church under communism,
but I gathered many and significant spoken testynand documentary evidence that the
believer had a strong impact on the resistance mere within the Adventist Church who

opposed the restrictions imposed by the regimehenSabbath observance and activities of

production and multiplication of materials contaigispiritual message.

Experiences such as Alexandru Gheorghe, Doru Atixamitu Ghejan, Florin Laiu, Adalbert
Orban have a common denominator: the marginalizadimd stigmatization within and outside
the church using the label of "reformist” willfulgpplied by the "system".

We could demonstrate with great accuracy, the cmiplof corrupt leaders in the Adventist
Church and parts of the repressive communist syateanmeans of eliminating people who were

considered undesirable.

Ghejan Titu's case is notorious because of itsegmee in a TV show called "Reflector”
(Spotlight) in the summer of 1973. Through thisyweopular TV show it was attempted to
discredit this believer and especially his ideassatered retrograde, but the effect was the

opposite.

Titu Ghejan’s arguments in defending the Christiaragainst atheism during a primetime

Romanian Television show were so strong, that #asldrship of the Adventist Church was



"matrusizatd” (sent) by the "system" to attack Titu Ghejan urdthg at the Adventist Theological

Seminary before the generation of pastors of "19948".

From this generation were four of the witnessesrii¢wed by us, as they confirmed that Titu
Ghejan, Professor loan Gabriel and Mircea Dragomere given as examples of extremist
Adventists, "with reformist views."

This was the method by which the system removesetlngho were considered radical elements,

"retrograde”, "mystical".

Many Adventist church members interviewed rementdbevith much pain and frustration that
they were subjected to humiliation by their peergir professors, their teachers during the

various stages of education because during Satsittlay were absent from work.

There were witnesses who reported dramatic epssodeatings, humiliation in front of
colleagues, lower conduct mark, exclusion from etioa in different cycles, injustices to which
they were subjected from a community that had tplyaplirectives of a cynical system that

aimed standardization and devaluation of the ideadividuality and tolerance.
Most actions of the communist system against thdo&h issue had dramatic consequences.

We could give the example of two of the withesSzntagotai Aurora or Elena Petrescu, very
talented Adventist members in their field, who wprevented for more than 15 years to practice
the profession they have chosen.

We also have dramatic stories and documentary ewv&®f the terrible suffering to which

Adventists were subjected during the time of seywnthe Army.

Besides the fact that they were arrested and ctawviior insubordination for refusing to obey
orders of commanders on Saturday, they sufferediliation and several days of solitary
confinement, beatings and other privations and wialke in detention refused to eat pork or to

come to training or work on Saturdays.

In this chapter | followed the chronology of the shamportant moments in the history of the
persecution of Adventists from the first groupsAafventist arrested in 1950 and sent to the

Canal up to the arrests of Titu Ghejan, Mircea Draig and successive detentions, last one at



the age of 76, of Alexandru Gheorghe and the laxgferience in prison of Adventist believer

Raceala loan imprisoned for a short period of tioréhe alleged smuggle of Bibles.

After 1980, the communist regime has become ledingvto imprison members of neo-
protestant movements and because many Adventigésdisen to adapt to the harsh times and
work during the army and give up the views congdeltoo conservative" regarding Sabbath

observance.

In this chapter we referred to the cooperation betwSecuritate and Adventist pastors and the
pressures, blackmail, harassment most pastors webgected to when they come into

relationship with the Securitate, and these fa@sewo longer being kept hidden.

Clearly, from our spoken testimony of witnessesasald conclude that the vast majority of
Adventist Church members were aware of the presehodormers and their influence among
Church.

We think we managed to prove through our work thet that communism, through media
campaigns, propaganda, via the "Disinformation"viser by manipulating the post mail
correspondence of the believers, wiretapping ofnpkpall it did was to create an atmosphere
mistrust, suspicion in these communities in ordercontrol through fear, the lives of these
believers.

| had the opportunity of studying the life of Advish community from Suceava and by
providing the members of this community with docutseregarding myself from Securitate
archives to clear unfounded suspicions that existedsome brothers of faith on alleged

informer’s collaboration with Securitate structures

| unveiled that some of their closest friends wealy informants, while those they suspected,
had nothing to do with the Securitate structurdswaés extremely difficult that among
manipulations and lies, together with our witnessebring to light, at least a part of the truth
that was hidden until interaction between spokestohy researcher and the believers that were

interviewed.

During our thesis we knowingly chose to rendeirelyt certain interviews where | felt that the

guestions of the researcher are relevant and "hived$tory much better.



In some cases, permanent intervention in the dieogith the witnesses of advanced age was

necessary, to guide them on the memory lane.

Regarding the case of the lawyer Muresan Arongetheas a very good "cross-match" between
Securitate dossier and his testimony, and | was &bfollow step by step the exclusion route
from the position of lecturer from the Faculty odw demanded by the rector Constantin
Daicoviciu up to his last job where he was moved aksciplinary action t§imleul Silvaniei,

and in this case | chose to keep almost all obtiginal structure of the interview.

In fact, one of our most successful interviews Wed achieved in interaction with the lawyer
Muresan Aron, a man who in the year that gave esitterview, 2012, had an exceptional
memory and an ability to recall information with ximaum objectivity and detachment less
common for someone who has suffered so much repressid humiliation and that had to

change six jobs as a lawyer for daring to fightffeedom of conscience in very harsh times.

The value of the interviews of spoken history candemonstrated by the interviews with: my
grandfather, Ungureanu Vasile, Mr. Muresan Aromanigulea Andrei, Apostol Chelbegeanu are
the only spoken testimonies about the experienceterucommunism of these Adventist

believers who unfortunately passed away duringptieparation of the doctoral thesis.

This is one of the major arguments in favor of spohkistory and a strong argument that should
spur researchers of this history to use the prasamicord as many of these vibrant fragments of
life stories from these communities considered imaigor so many years, but now it deserves

our attention.

Regarding the relationship with foreigners, we ragthened an important issue, that of lack of
solidarity of leaders of the Adventist Church wavide to people persecuted by the communist

regime or to those who have sought refuge in Adseahurches in the West.

Basically, the leaders of the Adventist Church weitle acted willingly or unwillingly, as

agents of communist propaganda.

There was a perfect symbiosis between externatyolbjectives of the communist regime and
targeted visits of some emissaries of the Church thdwve been synchronized with the hottest

moments of the existence of atheist system in Biestha



I have never found either in spoken testimoniesngublished or unpublished sources a proof
of solidarity and empathy expressed by the Adver@isurch leadership at local, national or

global level to Adventist believers imprisoned feasons of conscience.

| revealed a few examples: Titu Ghejan is helpedenlte is in prison just by another outlaw of

the "system".

Titu Ghejan finds solidarity in Alexandru Gheorglee“rebellious” member of the Adventist
Church who is thrown into the "lion’s den" beinbéded as "reformist” and although he is
excluded from the church, being imprisoned, he sgraicels to Titu Ghejan, also sends letters

to the prison management to lighten the detenegmre.

Another example of solidarity we find in the evaliggd and Baptist community with the family

of the Adventist loan Raceala, which is supportednd) detention.

This family receives parcels, moral support, bottfrom the local Adventist community nor the

national community and even less from the globalekdist Church.

Lack of solidarity with the victims of the repressiregime is actually a feature of the Seventh-

day Adventist Church in communism.

We explained earlier that the Adventist Church &adnot only have not been with Titu Ghejan

during when he was imprisoned, but he was setnegative example in the Church at this time.

It is worth noting that Dumitru Popa, presidenttioé Union, the one who publicly condemned
his attitude considering it too radical in 1974edrto compensate for this coward attitude by
receiving Titu Ghejan in the pastoral body immesliagfter the fall of communism without him

gratuating through the system of theological edanatf the Adventist Church.

In the same sense of the dirty complicity betwe®n leadership of the Romanian Adventist
Church Union and worldwide, we have also spokeroun work, and about the refusal to

integrate in the ministry, fugitives pastors frame tommunist bloc. | explained the amazing life
story of pastor Bratosin and how he was fired ftbmmmagazine "Vie et Sante" by the leadership
of the Adventist Church Division after a poisonirgommendation coming from President of

the Union, Dumitru Popa and secretary Nelu Dumiues



Conversion and baptismal vows are a crucial morirettte Adventist Church and community
members. One of the most moving stories is tharahgulea Andrei, an Adventist who was
jailed in 1948 in the time of major political purgetions of the communist system. He was
imprisoned for 7 years together with intellectuée PetreTutea for reasons that are unknown
even today. His conviction was for faith reasong,the Communists did not believe for a single
moment that he is a genuine Adventist, but thepected him to be retrograde, imperialist spy

or legionnaire.

This Kafka-esque story of Mr. Frangulea is impresslue to the fact that he served 7 years of
harsh imprisonment as a tribute given to a bekeétopted wholeheartedly in a community that
paradoxically rejected him after his return frompimsonment, which led him to abandon his

Adventist belief for a long time.

Perhaps one of the most sensitive chapters of ouk,vbut the one in which we used the most
incisive approach, was referring to the issue alflidg, with the collaboration with Securitate of

some pastors of the Adventist Church in communism.

Studying Securitate files and use the informatiothiese files for political purposes has opened
a hard to close wound in our recent history.

Unfortunately, an institution of lying, such as 8etate, could not have existed without the most

ordinary forgeries.

| could describe with precision the dramatic sitwabf pastors Dima Viorel and Buciuman lon,
who found themselves overnight that are mentiomedhe Securitate files, as informants,
although they have never signed any document, mngtment nor have they practiced what is

called political police.

Merely finding those files prompted some Adventiessearchers, such as pastors Gheorghe
Modoran and Cristian Dumitrescu to blame both witthie church and more, to intervene in the
Elective Assembly, that in case of lon Buciumanjsheemoved from church leadership, events
that happened in 2009.

| devoted a special chapter to this aspect of lagpdihe Securitate files after the 1989

Revolution for political purposes to show first tiema through which a family discovers that



their hero, the head of the family, pastor, congde benchmark of morality within the Church
becomes overnight one of the "servants” of Sedarita

The interviews we conducted on this issue in a geimgnsive framework, within Buciuman
family showed the trauma that can be caused by sesearchers, unscrupulously using for
personal interests the Archive of Securitate, womehow helps fulfilling Securitate agenda,
which is to divide, to lie, to manipulate and tot pru a negative light people who lived under
communism embracing Adventist faith.



