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Synthesis of the main parts of the work

The herein doctoral dissertation, Pentecost Feast - Liturgical and Musical Approach.
Case Analysis: Traditional Romanian Orthodox Hymns of the 19" — 21% Centuries [Praznicul
Cincizecimii — abordare liturgica si muzicald. Analizd de caz: cantari din traditia ortodoxa
romdneasca a secolelor XIX-XXI], is, first of all, the result of some inner pursuits, which have
occured along with the beginning of our spiritual and intellectual training in the field of
Orthodox theology. During the study years, those pursuits have become a scientific research
topic. We studied the Pentecost, from different points of view: the Old Testament, the New
Testament and patristics. We also took into consideration the liturgical evolution of the
Pentecost and its developmnet within the Typikon. Moreover, we analysed hymnography and
the way in which for the last three centuries the Romanian psalm singers and composers have
used compositional methods in order to convey the theological message of the feast to the
believers.

When we chose the theme, we premised that, within the Church, the faithful firstly
contacted the theology of the feast (thus, of the Pentecost Feast) by traditional hymns
incorporated in the service and, only afterwards, by Biblical readings and possible
explanations. In that respect, we took into account the specifics of the subdomain of doctoral
studies — music and Church ceremony — and we avoided a hyperspecialized approach, which
would involve the musical analysis of some hymns at the Pentecost service in the Romanian
tradition of the 19™ - 21% centuries. However, we took into consideration an approach that
centred on multiple contexts of the analysis (the hymnography, the liturgy, the Typikon,
Patristics, The Bible) and we made use of methodological instruments. In addition, we
consider that such an approach, which is based on multiple perspectives, and, therefore, the
accessibility for various categories of readers, are explained by the very essence of the
Pentecost, when, due to the Holy Spirit, the message about Jesus Christ the Risen has been
sent to all present nations.

The way we approached the theme confers a high degree of novelty to our research,
not only through the suggested case analysis — up to now, the selected hymns have not been
studied by musicologists from the point of view of their structural parameters —, but also
through the way in which the musical-hymnographic dimension of the Pentecost Feast is
related to its liturgical dimension. Although there is a tradition concerning the monographic
approach to various periods of the festive ecclesiastic cycle, as regards the Pentecost Feast,
the specialized bibliography we had access to, either focused only on some aspects of its



entire textuality, such as the origin and the evolution of the Feast, during the first centuries,
and the dependence of the first products upon the Jewish feast (Andronikof: 1985; Baumstark:
1953; Beauduin: 1910, 1912, Daniélou: 1956; Cabié: 1965; Congar: 1967,
Gerhards&Leonhard: 2007; Talley: 1986), or they suggested symbolic-approach readings of
some feast aspects (Flicoteaux: 1957; Jean-Nesmy: 1960; Wright: 1994; Bobrinskoy: 1999;
Crihalmeanu: 2010). Nevertheless, the highest statistical weight is held by general liturgical
works that talk about the Pentecost Feast in the context of the structure of the ecclesiastic year
(Kellner: 1908; Huck: 1975; Adam: 1992; Cantalamessa: 2000; Schmemann: 2002). In
regards to the hymnographic perspective, one may efficaciously study some general works
dedicated to the Pentecost and corpora of hymnographic texts (Neale: 1863; Von
Christ&Paranikas: 1871; Pitra: 1867, 1876; Tillyard: 1923; Franca: 1977). As we have
already noticed, there aren’t any applied analyses concerning Romanian traditional musical
versions at the Feast of Pentecost. We have decided to analyze versions that were composed
by: Macarie Ieromonahul, Anton Pann, Dimitrie Suceveanu, Dimitric Cuntanu, Vasile
Petragcu, lon Popescu-Pasarea, Nicolae Lungu, Nicu Moldoveanu and collaborators that they
had within Synodal Committees where they themselves actived. The analysis of musical
examples from already-mentioned authors’ achievement will be symptomatic. It won’t be
exhaustive. The analysis will outline peculiarities regarding each author’s composition and
style. These peculiarities are relevant for the dynamics of the construction process of
Romanian ecclesiastic hymns between the 19" and the 21% centuries.

Since our research is both liturgical and musical, we made usage of a double
methodology: one is specific to liturgical theology and one is proper to musical theology. In
this context, with regard to the liturgical approach to the Pentecost Feast theme, we were
influenced by Robert F. Taft (1984) and we used three methodological levels. The first level
is urged by a shortage in liturgical documents, which doesn't allow the researcher to fully
restore a text or to mark the ritual diachronic trace with certainty and maximum objectivity.
Therefore, the comparison, even fragmentary, between a text and the others, helps shaping a
possible primary form of the Feast. At a second level, in our liturgical analysis, we will use
the structuralist method. In this respect, Taft believes that “a structure, as a pattern, reveals
how the parts work™ (1984, page 190). Thus, there has to be a constant dialogue between the
structural analysis and the historical research. This type of approach allowed us to study the
most important Typicons and we identified the liturgical units that were specific for this Feast.
Thus, we were able to reveal the additions and the omissions of the Typicon, which took place
in different historical periods. The third level is aimed at the liturgical text by strico sensu.



Taft considered that the corrective reading allowed the researcher to distinguish the real
meaning of the text in hymnographic corpus of the Feast, to determine its place of origin and
to present the transmitted theological dimension.

With regard to the musical approach to the Pentecost Feast theme, we proceeded to a
comparison of selected examples with source-versions—Greek originals or, where appropriate,
Romanian psalm singers’s compositions. Thus, we highlighted similarities, differences,
melodic peculiarities and the way they were created through the use of certain methods of
composition, which varied from author to author, from century to century, from a Romanian
province to another. On the basis of analytical grids that were proposed and used by Victor
Giuleanu (1981), Gheorghe Ciobanu (1974), Vasile Stanciu (1996) and Maria Alexandru
(2006), we have developed a complex pattern of musical analysis, which involved, on the one
hand, the elements of the hymnographic text, and, on the other hand, the elements of the
musical text.

Specifically, at a first level, we conducted a comparative macrostructural analysis that
regarded elements of prosodic and ideaistic structure of the hymnographic text. The second
analytical level regarded the musical text aimed at the following parameters: the functional-
modal system, melodics and the cadential system.

The two perspectives of approaching the Pentecost Feast theme led to a structure of
two large parts. Thus, the first part opens with a chapter dedicated to the origin and the
historical development of the Pentecost Feast, as it was emphasized in Biblical passages from
the Old and New Testaments, in homilies and Biblical comments of Church Fathers from the
2" and 4™ centuries, i.e. up to the moment when the feast was included in the annual liturgical
cycle. Those sources were particularly relevant for the process of understanding how the
Pentecost was received by the first Christian communities. After a second chapter, which lists
Greek and Slavonic religious books that brought about the Romanian Pentecost, defines the
rank of the feast and indicates its main hymnographers, the third chapter studies the analysis
of typiconal elements of the Pentecost Feast and concludes the first part with a structural and
thematic analysis of the liturgical hymns that are specific to the feast.

In fact, the first part of our work provides a general framework for the case analysis
undertaken in the second part. We analysed some hymns at the Pentecost Feast from the
Romanian Orthodox tradition of the 19" - 21% centuries, which were considered in the
context of: their authors’ compositional activity, the trends and the patterns that each of them
have generated and/or have represented in the history of the Romanian Church music. We
managed to determine the structural, functional and stylistic traits of those hymns, together



with the compositional methods provided by the authors in the creative act. We made a stand
before the particularities of ecclesiastic policies and of historical, socio-cultural and
ideological contexts they activated in. The approach has highlighted, for the centuries in
discussion (the 19™-21% centuries), several production stages of Romanian religious music,
but also the general trend of a continuous modelling and a gradual simplification of the
Pentecost Feast repertoire, from the Romanized hymn, to the standardized one. At the same
time, one may notice that only one hymn of the analysed musical examples is nowadays
known and sung at lecterns within parishes across the entire Romanian Patriarchate. It is
about troparion Blessed art You O Christ Our God - Tone 8 from the Standardized
Pentecostarion. Otherwise, the practice at lecterns reveals the strong influence of
local/regional traditions: in Transylvania — there are hymns by Dimitrie Cuntanu, Trifon
Lugojanu, Atanasie Lipovan, Celestin Cherebetiu and Vasile Stanciu; in Moldavia — there are
compositions written by Dimitrie Suceveanu, while the hymn singers from Walachia make
usage of the Standardized Pentecostarion. In addition, even though the singers took their
libery to select and sing the hymns for Pentecost according to various traditions, the liturgical
and typiconal aspects of the feast are standardized par excellence. Nevertheless, nowadays,
one may notice an awakening of the processional phenomenon in Transylvanian parishes. The
phenomenon had been present, in another form, in the initial ordinary of the feast. Thus, on
the Descent of the Holy Spirit, the hymn is sung outside, within the citadel, and it becomes
more accessible, at least at the level of hearing, not only to present parish members, but also
to those participants who, volens nolens, intersect with the procession and Risen Jesus Christ
is announced as aforetime.

Beyond the scientific relevance of the results reached by our research, we intend to
plead for holistic approaches to complex themes, such as the one that we studied. We had
multiple perspectives and we used methodological and analytical instruments that were
suitable for each perspective. Consequently, many facets of the problem were cleared.

The theological message of the Pentecost Feast was revealed in Scriptures. It was
commented in the homilies of Church Fathers. It was condensed into dogma. It was encoded
in a ritual. It was sublimed in hymns and transmited through ecclesiastic songs. Thus, this
message reveals itself to the readers — whether they are specialists from various branches of
theology, simple persons who want to become initiated in the mysteries of the Spirit or even
unbelievers who are interested in our cultural history — and invites them to deepen the
research we initiated, according to everyone’s inner search. Let us bear in mind the promise of
Jesus Christ the Messiah: ”But He Who brings Comfort, the Holy Spirit, Whom the Father



will send in My name, He will teach you all things and will remind you about all the things
that I have said unto you” (In. 14, 26).
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