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SUMMARY OF THE THESIS

CAROLLING AND CAROLS IN THE SOUTH PART OF BIHOR
COUNTY

Ph.D. candidate

Maria Flavia Ciocotisan

Our research in the realm of ethnology started from the variety of folk
events related to the celebration of Christmas and New Year. | was marked
by the interweaving of religious elements with the secular, pre-Christian and
pagan ones in the rituals of these celebrations. Nuances that will appear in
our research will shed light on the religious notes, infused by the Church
over the archaic pre-Christian layer, very strongly outlined and which
remains dominant until today.

The ethnological investigations are based on a segment of the spiritual
dowry of Bihor, so I wanted to find out as much about the authenticity of the
ethnographic area of Beius country, according to other authors, Biharia
country, or according to some geographers the Basin of Beius-Vascau, i.e.,
the South western part of Bihor County.

Our research stopped on a generous theme carolling and carols
repertoire, that still retains the archaic elements of traditional culture of
Bihor, particularly the Beius Country.

The collection of carols published until today and to which we will
refer in the text, wider or narrower, pleads in favour of the idea of the

existence of numerous common points of the texts but the description of



customs is often cursory, requiring a replay, an amplification of their
presentation precisely because they are extremely different. The interest in
the area of origin of my family may also constitute a motivation of choosing
this theme. Childhood and adolescence spent, especially during the holidays,
at my grandparents have withheld delightful customs and texts, whether it
was my father's original space (from Maramures, a region that I could not
investigate because of the death of my grandparents and subsequently
because of the distance), either from Bihor area, from where is mother.

In my college years, I had the privilege to know and listen to
professors and researchers who had a passion for the folklore, those who
continued the true school of ethnography and folklore of Cluj, Virgil Florea,
Ion Seulean, Ion Cuceu, Maria Cuceu, Eleonora Sava as well as others, I've
mentioned them in the order that I have known them and not in the order of
their importance, if one can say so.

After graduation, coming to Oradea, I approached another focus of
interest, either by reading Ion Bradu, a connoisseur of the cultural space of
Bihor, either by watching the activity of commentator and coordinator of
numerous folklore activities in the area, due to Craciun Parasca. Moreover,
even in the daily or weekly press or in the popular monthly magazine
Familia (Family) it was granted and is still granted a generous space to the
ethnographic and folkloric events.

Personal reasons that generated the choice and treatment of this theme
started from the belief that the village is a complex universe, a universe that
does not reveal all its straps to anyone and at any time. Therefore, I believe
that through my roots and the fact that I spent a good part of my life in this
universe, | have an advantage in front of casual researchers, coming from

urban areas, to recognize the mysteries of this world. I have lived in this



world, T grew up here, my ancestors have their origins here and, as such, |
find easy the approach to these people, to their feelings, their way of being,
their behavior and their affection. The urban researcher is to easily seduced
by the charm of the village and of the peasant, by the picturesque landscape,
seeking not a few times a backward-looking speech, losing the real objective
facts.

Within my research, I tried to be as detached as possible from the facts
and social phenomena, because as Hegel used to say “not everything that is
familiar is thereby known”.

Our work includes four chapters focusing on the issue of Romanian
carol and carolling research.

The first chapter entitled The History of concerns on the native
folklore research focusing especially on northwestern Romania concerns the
attention of Romanian intellectuals for the folkloric creation from the
Moldavian chroniclers, Ion Neculce and Dimitrie Cantemir to the
representatives of Transylvanian School. It should be noted that such a
direction is harmoniously intertwined with their philological and historical
concerns in order to demonstrate our Roman origin, the continuity and unity
of the Romanian people.

The voice of these literates can be heard through the newspapers and
magazines of the time where they publish folklore, comparative studies,
popular literature, etc. They recommend through the published articles to use
sources of inspiration of nation's history, of the beauties of the homeland and
of the folklore because “our customs are quite picturesque and poetic so that
we can find writing subjects, without the need to borrow from them other

nations”.



During the 1848 Revolution period, the popular creation became the
basic preoccupation in all Romanian provinces. Nicolae Balcescu strongly
affirmed that popular poems are of astonishing richness because “we find
there not only general facts, but they also cover the private life, they paint
our customs and show us the century's ideas and sentiments”.

Now were formed the top intellectuals, who, by their creations would
highlight the material and spiritual culture of the village. Here are some of
them: Dimitrie Sfura, Atanasie M. Marienescu, losif Roman, Ionitd Scipione
Badescu, Maria Suciu Bosco, Miron Pompiliu, losif Vulcan and others, all
the future collaborators of the magazines and newspapers of the time. They
were to edit the two almanacs: Diorile Bihorului, in 1854, and Fenice, in
1868, but they will also collaborate with the future Familia magazine,
wishing all of them the affirmation of nationality by language and culture.
At Diorile Bihorului, the Bihor priest Moise Sora Novac, a translator of the
Latin poets, he himself a poet — will publish Poema Muntilor Beiusului
writen by Dimitrie Meciu, in 1816, where he speaks about smei (dragons)
and vrdjitoare (witches), calusari (a kind of Romanian folk dance) and
targuri de fete (girls fair), sezatoare si claca (social soiree and group work),
lautari (fiddlers) and other representative aspects of the Romanian folklore,
introducing a few authentic Romanian shouts. Although the priest Moise
Sora Novac brings a series of modifications to the original text, it remains
significant for the folk elements it contains and some of these popular
elements shall be found later on in collections and even in oral circulation,
for example in Legenda Somesului si  Draganului, from Bihorului
mountains (the first folk wave that comes in as a Romanian poetical trial

after I. Budai- Deleanu).



In this period several national cultural associations and societies are
set up, amoung which: Asociatia pentru Cultura a Poporului Romadn din
Maramures (The Romanian People's Association for Culture — in
Maramures) (1861), Societatea de lectura a elevilor din Beius (The reading
society of Beius students) (1862), Asociatiunea nationala aradana pentru
cultura §i conversarea poporului roman (The National Association of Arad
for the culture and conversation of the Romanian people) (1862) and
Societatea Literara Petru Maior a studentilor romani din Budapesta (Petru
Maior Literary Society of the Romanian students from Budapest), on the 9
of February 1862, under the encouragement and guidance of losif Vulcan,
considered as the real founder of this literary and cultural society.

The young members of Petru Maior Literary Society of Budapest
were trying to keep alive the Romanian customs and traditions, spreading,
away from their country, the local spirit of Ardeal, with all its specificities:
they sang Romanian elegiac folksongs and carols, the society established a
choir and, later on, a personal orchestra, they used to dance calusarii and
batuta, the young people wearing national costumes, borrowed, sometimes
from the students of Beius, they would read folk papers and recite folk
poems — which would later on appear in the pages of Rosa cu Ghimpi
magazine, which represented a continuation, under a different form, of the
activities from the reading societies of Transylvania.

The second chapter bears the mark of the Romanian intellectuals’
contribution to the discovery and research of the Romanian carol.

In this chapter I started from the idea according to which, The Carol
aroused the interest of the folklore collectors and researchers quite early.
The merits of the folk researchers are important because, thanks to them, we

know the Highlander and Transylvanian repertoire from a period when the



genre was less exposes to influences, which helps us rebuilt the common
layer. Some collections are vaster, others are modest in size, most of them
include just texts, just a few presenting the melody of the songs. Being of
different levels and belonging to some generations with different points of
view, the authors of the collections obtained, of course, unequal results.
Therefore, sometimes, alongside with carol texts there were published
cantece de stea (star carols), either due to the lack of clear genre limitation
criteria or because the author — when he was a musicologist — was focused
on the melody, which in some parts maintaining its old structure unmodified,
focuses on recent texts from star song repertoire. Most of the old collectors
depended mainly on the contributions by the correspondents and students.
But, for the serious research of the area repertoire, this song has also
negative parts. One of the disadvantages of the indirect method would be
that those who collected the material (teachers, priests, professors), who
moved from different reasons from their native region to other regions of the
county, could give as carols of the area where they were, texts belonging to
their native repertoire. This is how in the old collections appeared some
unclear data. Even when the material was gathered directly, the collectors
often omitted to write the title of the respective carol in the popular
terminology — a disadvantage, because the title of the carols most often
includes a ceremonial indication important for the interpretation of the text.
Even more, some compositions from the old collections are not accurate also
due to the modification of the popular text, method used in the past in good
faith by the representatives of the Romantic school, even if the archaic
structure of the carol, its form — well consolidated in the past — lasted, in

general, to the folklorising attempts.



The Romanian carol became appealing not only from the collecting
aspect; numerous authors, being collectors themselves, have contributed by
ethnographical data and historical hypotheses, analyses or classifications of
genre recognition. We mentioned a few folklorists who contributed in this
direction: At. M. Marienescu, G. Dem. Teodorescu, S. Mangiuca, Alexandru
Rosetti, Traian German, O. Barlea, Traian Herseni, Mihai Pop, Jarnik —
Barseanu, Ioan Serb, Domitian Cesereanu, loan Muslea, Aureliu Millea, lon
Bogdan, S. Fl. Marian and many others.

Chapter III is entitled the carolling ritual at Romanians. 1 approached
here many issues such as: system of customs, archaic mentality of the
Romanian people, evolution of ritual practices of carol singing, archaic fest
and its functions, Romanians' beliefs and ritual practices related to
Christmas and New Year and the carols repertoire.

All the above mentioned have been -elaborated taking into
consideration and based on a rich bibliography, rigorously mentioned. As
the researches, very valuable to us, have stopped or became more rare at
some point, it remains that, following the investigations on site, in Bihor
south area, to gradate the things, observing their evolution, or their
involution, therefore “updating” as much as possible, the aspects which were
so exactly intercepted by the forerunner researchers. I will therefore
mention, based on things discovered in the area we had under observation,
nuances or differences, which belong, in our opinion, to the considered
geographical area specific, but also due to the various cultural, spiritual,
political, economical and others changes during the last decades. If the first
term of the future comparison is ample, rich, accurately observed, the second

one remains to be studied and detailed.



Chapter 1V bears the hall mark of zonal specificity of our research,
and it approaches the issue of continuity and discontinuity of the carol ritual
in the south of Bihor county. In the first part I sketched the area's historical —
geographical background, and then I covered in detail the winter customs
folklore in the villages in the south of Bihor county: Budureasa, Talpe de
Beius, Nimaiesti, Prisaca, Hinchiris, Curdtele, Mizies and others.

The work closes with a carols collection, the texts have been collected
on site and from private collections of some teachers living in this area,
generously made available to us. I hereby attach a panoply of pictures made
on various occasions, thus illustrating the local ethno-folklore background as
well as a notebook (manuscript) with carols received from a villager from

Budureasa.

Key words: carol, carolling, feast, Christmas, New Year, carols

repertoire, orations, folklore, winter customs, rituals, traditions.
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