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Abstract

As described in our presentation, Grigore Pletosu is a significant character in the cultural
and theological area of his period. Very active socially and well gifted from cultural point of

view, he proves to be a great activist for the Romanian cause and a great scholar.

The profile of the dedicated teacher mingles with that of the missionary priest, who is in
charge with the education of some young individuals who will later become servants of the
Romanian cause and who will not forget their master. The fight of Pletosu is given on
severallevels. The main levels are the cultural and the religious or theological, but the first one,
in his case is formed both from the didactic part, where he stands out as a great teacher who
teaches consistently courses of various subjects, and as a leader of the reading society of the
school, context in which he discovers talents like that of Nicolae Bélan, Miron Cristea or George
Cosbuc, and from that of a publicist or founder of cultural magazine and movement, through the
fact that he was the one who contributed to the foundation of the first theological magazine from
Romania and then supported its publication, providing various high quality studies and articles.
As we saw, there is also his activity at "Astra" from Nasaud and then from the centre where, for
a decade he was the president of the school section of this institution and where he stood out

through a truly fruitful activity.

As a priest he stood out both on administrative level, moving the headquarters of the
deanery in Bistrita and founding it, with the first Romanian church from the town, and through
the rich and conciliatoryactivity he had related to the Saxons from Bistrita or through the

dynamics of the parish life he had in the deanery during his governance.

Unfortunately, the full recomposition of the biography of this brave man of the Orthodox
Church is basically impossible, due to the documentary penury that the researcher faces because
many of the significant aspects of the archpriest which relate, for example to his personal life,
but also due to the fact that there is the risk of not having access to all existent sources.

Nevertheless, this research offers an ample presentation, almost exhaustive of the

biography of priest Pletosu, developing both edited and unpublished sources and offering the



interested reader unusual information, both related to the history of Nasaud area in the second
half of 19" century and in the first part of the last century and related to the history of Bistrita

and of the deanery with the same name in the interwar period.

If we had to delimit from chronological point of view the phases of the archpriest’s life
both depending on the dynamics of the events that marked it and depending on the documentary
sources to which we had access, this distribution would faithfully follow the order we preferred
in the paper. Thus, a first part of his life unfolds from his birth, in 1848 until he started his
studies at the Gymnasium from Nasaud, when our character became a student of the first class of
the school from the town. Unfortunately, given the lack of documents, this phase of life is the
most difficult to recompose. Thus, the only things we know are the date of birth, his
parents’names, the names of his godfathers, of the priest who baptised him and the fact that he
was left orphan when he was young. It is an enigma, though, where he studied before starting the
Gymnasium, the major events that, together with the death of his parents marked his life, or how,
as a young man who did not come from the border Nasaud villages, as the status of the
Gymnasium provided as a mandatory condition for the school’s students, he became a student at
that school. Nevertheless, the few pieces of information we have related to his childhood,
correlated with what we know from the researches of other historians about the daily life of the
youth from Ardeal in this period are useful and show us in the large the first years of the later

archpriest.

Unlike this part of his activity, the period (1863-1871), in which Grigore Pletosu was a
student of the first class of the Gymnasium from Nasaud, may be restructured with more details,
due to the annual report published by the school’s team of professors, but also due to the
information from other sources. As we have pointed out in the second part of chapter three of the
thesis, in the monograph edited by Virgil Sotropa and Nicolae Draganu, whose pages include
details related to those who were students of the school or micro-monographs of its professors, at
the festive opening of the courses, the archpriest to be, held a speech on his colleagues’ behalf.
The fact that he was older than his colleagues (almost all of them born in 1850), could have been
an advantage, but certainly this advantage was doubled by his natural born talent and his
knowledge.

Afterwards, throughout the eight years of study he was ranked, as we could see, among
the first students of his class, obtaining very good results in each of the study subjects and
passing, at the end of the school, the baccalaureate with high grades. Unfortunately, information
about his personal life in this period is very little. One of them comes, as we have highlighted



from a document signed by Nicolae Pop, attorney in Nasaud who accused him of being immoral
and of the fact that he seduced his wife, his allegations then proved to be unjustified. Besides
this, his private life from this period, remains, just like the previous one, an enigma for the
researchers, unlike the cultural one, effervescent, in the centre of which lies the initiative of some
of the Gymnasium’s students, also including our character, to establish a reading society. This
will be materialized in what will be later known as Virtus Romana Rediviva, within this “cultural
association”later joined by remarkable personalities of the Romanian culture, like poet George
Cosbuc or Patriarch Miron Cristea (both started under the guidance of the teacher mentioned).

Another important part of his life is the period when he was a student at Sibiu, Leipzig and
Budapest. About this period we spoke in the 4"chapter of the thesis attempting, based on the
documentary information resulted from the various annuals of the university institutions like that
from Budapest or Leipzig, from other unedited documents or from the memories of some of
those who met him and to whom the later archpriest spoke later about these years, to recompose
his school background and to see how the environment from his student days was.
Unfortunately, Grigore Pletosu did not consider important the compilation of memoirs to include
in detail the most significant events of these years and of other periods of them. The existence of
such volume would have been very useful. Nevertheless, the fact that in the beginning periods of
theTheological Review from Sibiu he published a material entitled Saguna si cantarea
bisericeasca, in which he describes an episode from his life as a student at Sibiu, was very
useful, helping us to see both the environment of that time at that school, and the impact of
Metropolitan Andrei Saguna upon him. As far as the studies from Leipzig are concerned, were
useful, besides the lists published by various researchers which include the names of the young
men who, in certain periods supported by Romanian institutions like Fondurile Graniceresti
Nasaudene, of whose auspices he also benefited, also useful was the story of Vasile Boieriu and
the interview with Mr. Pavel Jarda, to recompose the cultural background from there. The fact
that in that time Schopenhauer was trendy, whom, as a student he met and heard or Nietzsche,
whom he also met, tell us many things about the cultural effervescence of the place and related
to the knowledge desire of the person researched.

Certainly, the courses attended at the two big centres of the empire and those attended at
Sibiu, together with the individual research and the hearing of some personalities like those
reminded, helped Grigore Pletosu in his later didactic activity. As a matter of fact, the impact
upon him of the period of studies in the German speaking area is also seen in the way he often

uses in the pages of his studies, ideas from the most recent researches in the field in this area, and



the way in which he knows how to discern between the opinions of some of the protestant

theologians in trend of that period and the eastern doctrine.

Important for the biography of Grigore Pletosu is also the ample period that followed the
studies’ graduation, when he was a teacher at the Gymnasium from Nasaud (1878-1909). Given
its amplitude, but also the dynamics and the fact that he often had complementary activities like
that of president of the school section of "Astra” (1902-1911), of member of the consistory from
Sibiu or others, we decided to present this part of his activity within the fifth chapter, which we
segmented in 3 parts (the second being, in its turn divided in two smaller units). In the
presentation we exploited various published and unpublished sources and the historiographical
researches that we found and after we presented a few general characteristics of his didactic
activity, we analysed the way it changed annually, the fluctuation of the number of hours, the
way in which the curriculum changes, and the distribution of contents, but also the biography in
each year, and the change of the configuration of the subjects taught by him, or the assignments
complementary to the didactic activity, consisting in the status of class master, librarian, in
charge with the library supply, that of president of the Reading SocietyVirtus Romana Rediviva a
scolii, his membership to various committees responsible with the analysis of the text books or
of the curriculums etc. Then, in the subchapter of the last chapter we analysed the activities
complementary to the didactic activity, as well as the activity as a president of the school
department of the association we talked about and we attempted to see how he mixed the
pastoral service he would receive in the last decade of the 19"century, also in addition to the
didactic activity, with the didactic activity and with the other activities carried out all this time by

the archpriest.

A significant part of the non-didactic activities carried out by Grigore Pletosu in the
period mentioned were held in the publicistic area. As his publicistic activity is a vast one and its
presentation had to be made in a chapter especially dedicated only to this theme, we preferred its

approach in chapter six.

In the sixth chapter we analysed another significant part of the activity of Grigore
Pletosu, from the second part of his life, namely that of archpriest of Bistrita (1909-1934). Based
on the documents researched, we saw how Grigore Pletosu was the first archpriest of Bistritawho
actually lived in the citadel, his predecessors, although named archpriests of the townhad their
seats in the adjacent cities, his good collaboration relations with the representatives of the other

ethnicities and religions and how he becamenot only one of the main cultural animators in the



area, but also the founder of the church, “Three Hierarchs Saints"of the town. Although old and
sometimes affected by the fate’s difficulties, like when he lost Lucia Pletosu, the family’s
youngest daughter, who died in the United States, away from home, the archpriest was not
intimidated and never confused his activity as an archpriest with what was going on in his

family, which, once again, shows his professionalism.

Also in the period of his activity as an archpriest took place another important event which
we considered we should mention in this paper. The event which occurred in 1928, six years
before his death, was organized a moment of recognition of the merits and homage of the one
who sacrificed more than five decades the national and cultural ideal of the Romanians. The
royal decoration with all other messages that included wishes of many happy years and
eulogized the activity of the archpriest who was in his eighties, were well deserved, representing

a manner in which his merits were acknowledged.

Besides his activity materialized in pragmatic actions, a special place in the biography of
Grigore Pletosu was the publicist activity. Founder of Revista Teologica [Theological Review],
member of its editorial board and of the Scoala Romana [Romanian School], coordinated by
Vasile Petri at Nasaud, he proved to be a prolific writer who brought to readers both reviews and
pedagogical studies, insets, necrologies, scientific reports used in the didactic field, suggestions
related to the curriculum and its improvement, preaches and religious speeches, but also
translations of the Saints, like John Chrysostom, studies with relevance for the liturgical or
spiritual theologyor evocations. Also, as a publicist, he was one of the most important
collaborators of Constantin Diaconovich, fact proven by the multitude of articles inEnciclopedia
Romaneasca[Romanian Encyclopedia] edited between the 19™ and 20™ millenniums that bear
his signature.The reader who analyses his publicist work will be surprised by the vast general
knowledge of the author, by the latest novelties related to the specialty literature, by the way he
knew how to discern between the elements of the Eastern doctrine that he shared and those of the
allogeneic doctrines, of the Catholics or protestants, by how well he was documented in matter
of philosophical trends (he has a work about Condorcet in theEncyclopedia, which approaches in
a pleasant style and in a balanced manner both the creeds of the controversial French character
and his biography), or the other elements characteristic of his biography.Being aware of the
importance of his publicistic work we dedicated the ample chapter with number six to this
activity. In it we presented and analysed all elements from the most significant substrate of his

intellectual activity.



Following this ample analysis, we discovered a priest very preoccupied with the cultural
elements, dedicated to his calling and an acerbic worker for the growth of the national ideal.
Although we could not fully recompose his biographical profile, we are happy to have taken out
of the obliteration fog the personality of the first literary critic of poet George Cosbuc and of the

first archpriest, Miron Cristea, a man of great spiritual and cultural magnitude.

Conclusively, we can acknowledge that Grigore Pletosu was a great mentor in Nasaud
area and a remarkable priest, who constantly fought for the cultural, spiritual and social

emancipation of the Romanians from Ardeal.
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