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Abstract 

 

The thesis with the title: Saint Nicetas of Remesiana – His Life and Activity wishes to 

explore as much as possible the personality and work of this missionary bishop who was 

wrongfully ignored along the history, but who deserves to the full to be rediscovered, because 

he is part of the constellation of Dacian-Roman saints who lived and worked on Romanian 

territory. 

 The life and pastoral-missionary activity of bishop Nicetas of Remesiana represents a 

difficult approach for any researcher because there are only a few sources that kept alive over 

centuries the memory of this esteemed father and writer of the Church of Dacian-Roman 

origin from the end of the 4th century and the beginning of the 5th century. We thought 

necessary a new approach of this theme, from a new perspective, although within the 

Romanian theological space Saint Nicetas of Remesiana was dedicated two PhD thesis as 

well as several studies that contradict each other.  

 The present research offered us the chance to get acquainted to one of the most 

prominent personalities of the Dacian-Roman Christianity from the end of the 4th century and 

the beginning of the 5th century, Nicetas of Remesiana whose pastoral-missionary activity 

developed from 366 to 414. Bishop, writer, theologian and talented hymnography, this 

venerable father remained in the Church’s conscience as one of the greatest missionaries 

from the South of Danube, who pastored the bishopric of Remesiana in a period of great 

political and religious struggles, managing to keep burning the flame of the faith among his 

faithful, but also to convert to Christianity most of the barbarians that lived under the 

jurisdiction of his bishopric. 

 That is why in our scientific approach we tried to emphasize broadly the complex 

personality of this Church father and writer, contemporary with the greatest supporters of 

Orthodoxy from the end of the 4th century: Saint Basil the Great, Saint Gregory the 

Theologian, Saint John Chrysostom, Ambrose of Milan, Paulinus of Nola, Augustine and 

Jerome.  
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 Going over the bibliography, we noticed that until now there was no serious approach 

on the Christian ritual of initiation presented by Saint Nicetas in his work Libelli 

instructionis, which had a major role in the spread of Christianism among our Dacian-Roman 

ancestors from the South of Danube. Thus, it is necessary a reassessment of Saint Nicetas’ 

efforts to this respect, because in the Romanian theology, the emphasis falls especially on the 

missionary activity of this bishop, and regarding his writings most of the researchers kept to 

their simple presentation through synthesis or abstracts.  

 Going through the entire work of Saint Nicetas, we noticed that it is not composed of 

simple homilies or catechesis presented before his faithful, but on the whole, the work of this 

Church writer is in close relationship with the institution of catechumenate and with the 

Chritian initiation programme from the Dacian-Roman geographical territory from the end of 

the 4th and the beginning of the 5th century. That is why a liturgical approach of his works is 

beneficial and in the same time necessary for a better knowledge on the public divine cult 

from the Dacian-Roman space.  

 Nonetheless, we considered necessary a new theological analysis on the dogmatic 

reflections presented by the author in the treatises De ratione fidei, De Spiritus Sancti 

potentia and De Symbolo. Also, the thesis will try to present several aspects regarding the 

Dacian-Roman monarchism from the period when bishop Nicetas of Remesiana lived and 

worked, a subject which is less considered in the theological literature. We consider our 

vision of separating the theology of Nicetas on three topics of the contemporary theology: 

liturgics, dogmatic and moral to bring a better understanding to the theological reflections 

presented by bishop Nicetas in his works and, in the same time, our perspective is of interest 

in the field of the researches of the History of the Church. 

 Regarding the compositional structure of the thesis, there are four generous chapters, 

with the associated subchapters, each of them having its own thematic distinct from the 

others.  

 The first chapter with the title The Reception of Saint Nicetas in the professional 

historiography is divided into two subchapters and it focuses on the analysis of the 

bibliography of Saint Nicetas both foreign and Romanian. Regarding the foreign 

bibliography, we have identified five academic dissertations consecrated to the life and 

activity of Saint Nicetas, all defended in prestigious Western universities, as well as an 

important number of studies on this theme. On the other hand, in the Romanian 

historiography we have consulted a number of 43 books and studies starting with Gheorghe 

Şincai and ending with the newest works on this theme. The entire bibliography that we 
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consulted offered us the possibility to identify and focus in our research on several issues that 

were not debated until now or that did not draw the researchers’ attention.  

 The second chapter comprises eight subchapters and it is focused on the Life and 

activity of Saint Nicetas of Remesiana, proposing a series of problems that cannot be solved 

only based on the sources that refer to the Dacian-Roman Christianity and which connect us 

with the pastoral-missionary activity of Saint Nicetas. These problems refer to the political 

and ecclesiastical context in which he lived and worked as bishop in his eparchy Remesiana, 

to his origin, youth, education, as well as to the beginning of his ecclesiastical career;they 

also refer to his didactical-catechetical activity through which he enriched theology, to his 

connections with the Western world, namely to his friendship with the bishop Paulinus of 

Nola, as well as to the end of his life which still remains unknown even today. All these 

constitute a highly interesting subject for the contemporary theology, especially for sketching 

the bishop’s identity. Herein we will also insist on the missionary area of Saint Nicetas, a 

subject that generated many disputes both in the Romanian and universal historiography.  

 Our researches confirm the fact that the Nicetas we speak about who is eulogized by 

Paulinus of Nola in his two poems is none other but the bishop of Remesiana who must not 

be mistaken for Saint Nicetas the Roman or with Saint Sabbas the Goth, both mentioned by 

the Synaxarium of the Church from Constantinople. On the contrary, all the sources of the 

late Antiquity show that Nicetas of Remesiana is the Latin Church father and writer whose 

theological activity is presented to us both by the priest Gennadius of Massilia and by the 

church historian Cassiodorus and who is mentioned by Jerome in the Roman Martyrology as 

being sanctified right after his death.  

 Searching thoroughly through the bibliography consecrated to Saint Nicetas, we came 

to the conclusion that most of the qualified experts presented contradictory opinions 

regarding the life and activity of the bishop Nicetas of Remesiana, especially when they tried 

to delimitate the “missionary area” of this Dacian-Roman bishop which sometimes lead to 

exaggerations and personal interpretations that cannot be based on the consecrated sources. 

That is why, we tried, as much as possible, to bring some light to this controversial subject, 

named by the Romanian historiographers “Saint Nicetas’apostleship”. 

 Taking into account the opinions of the qualified researchers and also based on the 

Nicetian sources, we came to the conclusion that the missionary area of Saint Nicetas must be 

limited only to the jurisdiction of his bishopric, based on the following arguments: 

 The 2nd Canon of the Second Ecumenical Council (381) stated that “the bishops are 

not to go beyond their dioceses to churches lying outside of their bounds, nor bring 
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confusion on the churches”; and the 3rd Canon of the local Council of Sardica (343) 

stated that “no bishop shall pass from his own province to another province, in which 

there are bishops unless indeed he be called by his brethren”.  

 Moreover, between the bishopric of Remesiana and the Roman Dacia there was a 

considerable distance and, in the same time, the existence of several bishoprics in the 

South of the Danube made impossible for Saint Nicetas to start a mission outside his 

jurisdiction.  

 Therewith, if we take into account the political and ecclesiastical context in which 

bishop Nicetas lived, and also the torments caused by the Arians and Macedonians at 

the end of the 4th century, we consider the permanent presence of the bishop in his 

eparchy to be a necessity because the major role of each bishop is that of guarding 

true faith in his jurisdiction, a mission which Saint Nicetas completed successfully. 

Based on what we have previously stated, we consider that the missionary area of 

Saint Nicetas could not expand to the North of Danube. Paulinus’ references “the Dacian 

from both lands” refer for sure to the Dacians who lived in the provinces Dacia Mediterranea 

and Dacia Ripensis. We do not exclude the possibility that the Dacians from the North of 

Danube listened to Nicetas’ sermons, but they sure did this in the jurisdiction of his bishopric. 

In our opinion this problem can continue on being the subject for future researches only in the 

view of new archaeological discoveries or Nicetian manuscripts that may certify this aspect.  

 The third chapter of the thesis focuses on the Works of Saint Nicetas of Remesiana, 

solving the problem of the paternity of the manuscripts that maintained over the centuries the 

literary inheritance of the Dacian-Roman bishop. To this respect, we tried to constitute a 

history of the transmission of the Nicetian texts, analyzing the works of this Church father 

and writer and identifying the different editions in which it was published until today. 

Regarding the didactical-catechetical activity, we were able to observe the fact that Saint 

Nicetas of Remesiana was a talented writer, leaving us an extremely valuable inheritance 

with a liturgical, dogmatic and moral character, a differentiation which belongs to us.  His 

entire work was written in Latin and it was appreciated at that time by Gennadius of Massilia 

and by the Church historian Cassiodorus. We must underline the fact that the entire 

theological work of Saint Nicetas was written out of a pastoral necessity, the author 

managing to solve the liturgical, dogmatic and moral problems with which his bishopric 

Remesiana confronted.  
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In the whole, the work of Saint Nicetas were inspired by the Holy Scripture and by the 

Holy Tradition, sometimes being obvious the influence of the Eastern Fathers such as: Saint 

Cyril of Jerusalem, Saint Basil the Great, Saint Gregory the Theologian, Saint Gregory of 

Nyssa and Saint John Chrysostom, as well as the influence of certain Church fathers and 

writers from the Western environment such as: Tertullian, Cyprian of Carthage, Ambrose of 

Milan or Augustine, aspects which we have emphasized in our thesis.  

Because of its theological profoundness, the work of Saint Nicetas of Remesiana 

contributed substantially to the spread of Christianism in the territories from the South of 

Danube, but also to the refusal of the last traces of paganism, as well as Arius and 

Macedonius, that threatened the Church at that time. From this point of view, we may say 

that the work of Saint Nicetas has also a profound apologetic character because it responds to 

all the doctrinary challenges of the time. It is only in this context that we may understand the 

appearance of the hymn Te Deum laudamus, a Trinitarian and doxological hymn, which Saint 

Nicetas used against the heretics who distorted the true faith.  

The fourth chapter of the thesis named The Nicetian Theology wishes to be the 

strongest of the whole thesis and in the same time in represents the novelties that we bring in 

this field of research. On this level, wishing to bring more understanding to the theology of 

Saint Nicetas, we resorted to a mystagogical and theological analysis, interpreting his work 

from a liturgical, dogmatic and moral point of view.  

Similar to Saint John Chrysostom or Saint Basil the Great, bishop Nicetas of 

Remesiana showed a special care to his faithful. Searching more attentively the work of this 

Church writer, we see him deeply involved both in the social and in the spiritual life of his 

faithful. His whole pastoral-missionary activity was dedicated to serving the catechumens, 

faithful and monks from the jurisdiction of his bishopric.  

After having divided his work on three domains of the contemporary theology: 

liturgical theology, dogmatic theology and moral theology, we resorted to a mystagogical and 

theological analysis that could emphasize the liturgical, dogmatic and moral character of the 

works of Saint Nicetas. 

From a liturgical point of view, we insisted on the institution of Catechumenate and 

on the Christian initiation rituals in the territories from the South of Danube, especially in the 

Remesiana bishopric, a subject never debated before by the qualified researchers. The 

massive Christianization of the barbarian people from the South of Danube determined 

bishop Nicetas to compose a set of homilies and catechesis in order to prepare the 

catechumens to receive the Holy Baptism. This is how the book Libelli instructionis 
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appeared, in which it is described the entire process of initiation that took place over the 

entire Lent and ended at the end of the Bright Week.  

The whole initiation process aimed to explain the baptismal Symbol of Faith and the 

main initiation mysteries that were administered to the neophytes: Baptism, Chrismation and 

Eucharist. Through this pastoral-missionary activity, Saint Nicetas becomes part of the group 

ofmost esteemed catechists of the Church together with Saint Cyril of Jerusalem, Saint John 

Chrysostom, Ambrose of Milan, Augustine and Theodore of Mopsuestia, who left us the 

most beautiful liturgical and mystagogical commentaries from the Christian literature of the 

4th century. We also insisted here on the ritual of the vigil and psalmody introduced by Saint 

Nicetas in the Remesian bishopric, rites that are testimonies of the spiritual life of our 

Dacian-Roman ancestors, manifested through prayer, fasting, vigil, psalmody and spiritual 

reading.  

We consider that all these duties of liturgical nature stood at the basis of the success 

that Saint Nicetas had in the mission to Christianize the barbarian people from the South of 

Danube, and Paulinus’ statement that “the barbarians learn to praise Christ with a Roman 

heart” is indeed pertinent and true.  

From a dogmatic point of view, we concluded that the theological reflections of 

bishop Nicetas are in agreement with the entire Apostolic Tradition, his position being always 

on the side of the truth revealed by the Holy Scripture and the Holy Tradition. His treatises of 

dogmatic theology present in a simple, but systematic manner different teachings regarding 

triadology, Christology, pneumatology, Mariology, ecclesiology and eschatology, the author 

emphasizing the theological speculations and aiming to contribute at any cost to the spiritual 

growth of his faithful. For that matter, his whole confession of faith is synthesized in the 

exegesis he did to the Symbol of Faith, one of the oldest dogmatic documents on the Dacian-

Roman territory.  

In this context, we may state that Saint Nicetas of Remesiana may be rightfully called 

“the Chrysostom of the Orthodoxy from the South of Danube”, because he succeeded through 

his wisdom to fight the most aggressive heresies (the heresy of Arius and that of Macedonius) 

which threatened the Church at that time, at the end of the 4th and beginning of the 5th 

century, guarding and defending the right faith in his bishopric, Remesiana.  

Regarding the moral theology, we managed to emphasize several aspects concerning 

the Dacian-Roman monasticism from the time when Saint Nicetas was bishop, referring 

especially to the Mystery of Confession. The subject proposed offered us the chance to get to 

know bishop Nicetas as confessor and superior of the monasteries from the Dacian-Roman 
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territory, who contributed substantially to the spread and organization of the community 

monasticism in the monasteries from his eparchy. To this respect, he watched permanently 

that the monastic rules are followed, intervening to solve the disciplinary or canonical 

problems.  

Bishop, theologian, writer and talented hymnographer, Saint Nicetas of Remesiana 

deserves his place amongst the most esteemed Fathers and Writers of the Church from the 

end of the 4tha and beginning of the 5th century. His intense pastoral-missionary activity, his 

paternal love and his missionary zeal wrote his name for ever in the conscience of the 

Universal Church. 

The fact that until today both the Orthodox and the Catholic Church celebrate with joy 

his memory, must be a time of reflection for both sister Churches, a reflection that must lead 

to reconciliation and communion, because in the opinion of Saint Nicetas of Remesiana, the 

Church is nothing else than “Communionem Sanctorum”, established by our Lord Jesus 

Christ in the whole world. In this Church, “one Holy, Catholic and Apostolic”, Saint Nicetas 

was a father and a teacher and he preached the Gospel of Christ “for everyone both free and 

slave, man or woman, rich or poor, Roman or servant”.  

Even though we will never know his real torments, how many sufferings and pains he 

went through, Saint Nicetas will always be a row model for each bishop, priest, theologian or 

faithful of Christ’s Church. We consider that his friendship with bishop Paulinus of Nola and 

both visits of Saint Nicetas to Rome to be of great importance for Christianity, both for the 

Orthodox and for the Catholic Church, especially with respect to the desire to reconcile the 

two Apostolic Churches.  

Maybe this will make possible in the near future new researches that will emphasize 

the necessity of the reconciliation of the two Apostolic Churches, in the light of the theology 

of Saint Nicetas of Remesiana and of his friendship with a Western bishop, taking into 

account the fact that in 1999, pope John Paul II visited for the first time Romania, where he 

was welcomed with paternal love by Patriarch Teoctist, and in 2002, the latter, responding to 

an invitation of Pope John Paul II traveled to Rome. The two apostolic visits are a vivid and 

concrete desire to restore the unity of the Church as bishop Nicetas of Remesiana always 

wished. 

In the end, we hope that this PhD. thesis becomes an important point in the Romanian 

historiography regarding the life and pastoral-missionary activity of the Dacian-Roman 

bishop Nicetas of Remesiana, activity which is profoundly united with the History of the 

Orthodox Romanian Church, an also with the glorious past of our Dacian-Roman ancestors. 
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Therewith, we mention the fact that the thesis does not wish to be exhaustive, but we consider 

it a modest contribution to the Romanian historiography regarding the objective sketching of 

the identity of bishop Nicetas of Remesiana and of the problems connected to his pastoral-

missionary activity in Danubian territory. 
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ANEXĂ1 

 

 

  

                                                            
1 Itinerariul Sfântului Niceta de Remesiana; harta a fost preluată în 13.01.2016 de pe site-ul: 

https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diocesi_di_Remesiana#/media/File:Balkans_6th_century.svg. 
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