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Summary 

The dominant image of the  transylvanian Romanian collective mind is that of the 

Hongarian. As evidence stand the great number of references to the Hongarians wich can be 

found in the historical works of the authors who composed The Transylvanian School, as well as 

in the documents issued before and during The 1848 Revolution (letters, proclamations, 

petitions, newspaper articles, reports etc.). The importance of the Hongarian's image is due to the 

many centuries of cohabitation between Roumanians and Hongarians. Another reason is the 

great number of Hongarians living in Transylvania, as they represent the second largest 

community in Transylvania.  

Another important factor is the spreading of Hongarians all over the Principate, wich 

allowed for them to make contact with the Roumanians. On the other hand, the  transylvanian 

Germans, although they are also found in great numbers, formed closed communities, in wich 

the non-germans did not have the right to settle. Because of this, the roumanian-german relations 

did not reach the same extent as the roumanian-hungarian ones.   

 Our research argues also that Romanian’s image has been developed in relation with the 

”other” too. Romanian people began to distinguish themselves as nation, in contrast with other 

peoples from Transylvania. During The Transylvanian School, the romanian scholars imposed 

upon the equality between them and the Hungarian and German peoples. The other ethnic groups 

had not anything superior to Romanian people, and that is why there is no reason for Romanian 

people not to enjoy the same rights as the others. Romanian’s image was so renowned, or else, 

more renowned than the others’, their bravery actions were as numerous and the percentage beat 

the others. Nevertheless, they were oppressed, ill-fated, under-privileged by the people who 

surrounded them, especially by the closest neighbours. The reason is simple: the others were 

jealous on Romanian people and wanted to avenge upon them. The message sent by the 

Romanian scholars was: ” We are more, older, braver, better ......than you”! 

The part of the research which makes reference of Hungarian people gathers two 

chapters, each chapter deals with one of the two periods which are mentioned above: the second 

chapter deals with the moment of The Transylvanian School and the third chapter with the 

Revolution from 1848-1849.  

We learned that at the beginning of the 18th century, there were an array of ethnic  

representations on the subject of Hungarian people, and these were various: from the Hungarian 



man who oppresses the Romanian and who is ready to expel whoever wants to change this, to the 

tolerant Hungarian who gets along with the other nations from the borders of the kingdom. 

Although the image was a negative one, it could be found positive representations of the 

Hungarian people, influences of the Enlightment in which the romanian scholars have been 

formed and of the political situation which has existed in Transylvania.  

First of all, the diversity of these representations owes to this political situation which has 

existed in Transylvania and then to the ideological context in which the members of The 

Transylvanian School have been formed. Considering that all of them studied at the Universities 

from Viena, and  the atmosphere in which  they  have  been developed was one of  tolerance and 

was  an initiation to progress, communication, cooperation  between different ethnic groups from 

The Habsburg Empire, it was obvious that Petru Maior, Samuil Micu or Gheorghe Șincai would 

not advance a chauvinistic image of Hungarian people.  

We discovered the image of the tolerant Hungarian man, who allows inter community of 

many ethnic groups, inland. The Hungarian man who is the ally of the Romanian people and 

regained numerous victories. The negative aspect which is frequently found is that of the 

Hungarian’s oppression towards Romanians. All Romanian scholars notice and disapprove it. 

Initially it was a religious oppression, but at the end of the 18th century, it became an ethnic one. 

The Hungarian people do not care for the Romanians’ social-economical development. The 

reason for this attitude is their desire to exploit them forwardly, an impossible action after the 

emancipation of the Romanians. Also the Hungarian people are guilty of creating an unflattering 

image of the Romanians’ which they spread afterwards all over the world in such a manner that 

Romanians are not loved and slandered by the foreigners.  

At the middle of the century, the general image of Hungarians diminishes, only the 

negative ones still exist. The Hungarian man is dishonest, hypocrite, chauvinistic, arrogant, 

rebellious, barbarious. Now is the moment in which the image of the enemy for ages of the 

Romanian people is formed, an enemy who desires the obliteration of the Romanian people and 

wishes to make them all Hungarians. The oppression which we have met in the previous period, 

no longer has its purpose to maintain the Romanians into an infamous estate, but to extinguish 

the Romanian people in Transylvania and to make them all Hungarians. How can we explain this 

change in Hungarians’ portrait? How is it possible in less than fifty years to lose any sign of 

appreciation towards them who should have lived in cooperation? The answer can be found in 



the dominant ideology of the romanian scholars during the Revolution, the romantic nationalism 

and liberalism.  

In 1848, the romanian scholars no longer claim for the acknowledgement of the 

Romanian nation – how the Supplex demanded – but they maintained an empiric truth. The 

Hungarians became the most cruel enemies for not confering rights to Romanians, but trying to 

make them all Hungarians, to make them forget their habits and customs, to forget their 

nationality, the only element which cand define the identity of an individual.  

The Hungarians were considered to be the main culprit for the social and economical 

situation of the Romanians. The credibility of this image is from reality”s point of view is 

relative. We have to notice the tendency present in both sides, to generalize and globalize the 

other’s image making. The path of these images is making, transmission, reception, the images 

representing the ”reality” for ethnic groups in Transylvania many times.  

The last chapter of our research deals with the other important image, that of the German. 

The image of the German doesn’t appear suddenly to Romanian people from Transylvania, but it 

is the cohabitation’s outcome between the members of the two nations in Transylvania and of the 

established relations between them. The German’s portrait in the Romanians’ mentality is a 

complex one, as the Hungarian one is, which contains positive aspects which lead to admiration, 

and negative aspects which lead to ruptures between the Romanians and the Germans.  
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