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Summary:  
The aim and lines of conduct of the research  

 The research on the Transylvanian press history in the second half of the 19th Century 

shows enormous gaps. The analysis of the major press outlets is also still awaited, not to 

mention the research of smaller newspapers. Until today, the press from Oradea, Târgu-

Mureș, Brașov and Cluj-Napoca in the Dualist Period represented an almost entirely blank 

spot in press history. This dissertation attracts the attention on this problematic situation, 

which surely awaits a solution, and presents the urge of writing about the Hungarian press in 

Transylvania as a task, which must be completed in the near future. 

A narrower aim of the research is to underline certain functioning mechanisms of the 

Transylvanian Hungarian press, which have been considered as directive in this medium in 

the second half of the 19th Century. Even if presenting the nature of Transylvanian press in 

light of two newspapers – Magyar Polgár and Kolozsvár – does not offer, and cannot even 

offer a complete image (if completeness truly exists in this context) about the historical course 

of press in that particular period; however, some segments do evolve, which are specific to 

Transylvania, and which at the same time are prominent local colours of the entire Hungarian 

press history.  

The dissertation does not focus on presenting a historical-political period with the help 

of two press outlets, but tries to capture the attitude presented by the press. The primary 

proposition of the research would be to state, how could we highlight and present the 

Transylvanian journalist roles and intellectual career stories, and what kind of general 

arguments would that bring to the surface regarding the history of press in Transylvania. So, 

the describing the Transylvanian press could be captured along certain events, by highlighting 



 

 
 

specific happenings. In my opinion, such a prominent moment would be the 

institutionalization process of the press, the business character of the press, the issue of the 

journalist’s professionalization, and the course of nationality causes. These moments do not 

show up as Transylvanian particularities, but simply the nature of the discourses on this 

subject carries some kind of Transylvanian character. By the fact that the processing and 

solving of these aspects – which expand upon the entire Hungarian press – is incorporated 

into a Transylvanian narrative, it will get a different tint, and clearly will generate a different 

publicistic attitude.  

        

The source and methodology of the research 

 In order to develop the subject exigently, I have drawn in specific narratives from 

career stories, identity stories and vocation stories. At the same time a strong social history 

aspect also infiltrates, which emphasizes the social-based relationship between journalists and 

newspapers. The narrative from institutional history presents the institutional background 

helping the functioning of the Transylvanian press in connection with the overall Hungarian 

initiatives. Finally, the narrative from the history of ideas seems also indispensable precisely 

because the way of speaking initiated based on nationality shapes the character of the press, 

and at the same time exemplifies the way Transylvanian newspapers form their own opinion 

on the relationship between minorities and majorities. 

 The analyzed period lasts from 1867 until the beginning of the 20th Century, and 

apprehending this period from the perspective of press history is not an easy task. Regarding 

the methodological handles, we must sense as a first step that in the usage of the sources I 

shall work based on the principle of selection. I shall consider the two political newspapers, 

Magyar Polgár with its side publications (Jónás Lapja, Történeti Lapok, Hölgyfutár), and 

Kolozsvár as primary sources, and these can be found almost in full number at the Lucian 

Blaga University Library in Cluj-Napoca, as well as in digitalized version in the microfilm 

archive of the National Széchényi Library in Hungary. At the same time other newspapers 

from Transylvania, Cluj have also been selected into the research material (Erdélyi Híradó, 

Ellenzék, Kelet, Kolozsvári Közlöny), as well as certain papers from the capital (A Hét, 

Vasárnapi Újság, Pesti Napló), which complement the primary sources. I shall approach these 

press materials with the help of text analysis and text interpretation, and at the same time I 

shall use the method of narrative analysis as well. Furthermore, I shall also process some 

source materials, which enlighten only modestly some segments of press history: personal 

correspondence, reports, memoirs, notes, legal codes, calendars, subscriber sheets, press law, 



 

 
 

chronicles, literary works, writings with historical themes and data from the history of 

tipography. Regarding the archive sources, the material that can be found among the files of 

the Hungarian National Archive entitled K. Papp Miklós hagyatékának maradéka has proven 

to be quite rich, as well as the correspondence material from the legacy of József Szinnyei, 

which is kept in the Archive of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. While unveiling the 

journalistic and editorial relationship-buildig process, the correspondence material found in 

the Archive of the National Széchényi Library in Hungary has been of great help. 

 With all these sources, the nature of functioning of Magyar Polgár and Kolozsvár is 

taking shape beautifully. My research works primarily with the help of microhistorical 

methodology, since instead of analyzing overall careers and press functioning I would rather 

emphasize those points of view, which focus on certain problems, and the broader segments 

of press history shall be exemplified by individual cases. Through the research, the analysis 

from the perspective of media history shall not be omitted either, however, this segment is not 

going to be emphasized so prominently, because this line of conduct is so rich that it would 

overstrain the limits of this dissertation. Still, I believe it is important to present the press 

within that particular mediatised environment, in which the post, the telephone, newsteller by 

telephone and the railway also have their rightful place, because each of these mediums begin 

to position their own role in interaction with the others, and by that the press shall also ask 

questions and shall find its own role within this network system.   

   

The structure of the dissertation 

I shall sythetize all theoretical aspects, theme, elaboration and the results of my 

research in six chapters. The first chapter shall be the theoretical introduction of the 

dissertation, in which I present the possible lines of conduct and sources of the research, and 

in which I shall refer to all necessary methodological handles. Also in this chapter, I shall 

reflect on certain works from the Hungarian and Transylvanian press history, in light of which 

we may have a vision on those methods and principles, which characterize the writing of 

Transylvanian press history in the 19th Century. 

The second chapter presents the biographies of editors and publishers together with the 

functioning of the newspapers built around them. Miklós K. Papp was the editor of Magyar 

Polgár, while at the head of Kolozsvár, when it was lauched, we see István Petelei. At the end 

of 1886 Magyar Polgár was united with another press outlet from Cluj entitled Kolozsvári 

Közlöny, and henceforward it was functioning under the name Kolozsvár until 1898, when 

Magyar Polgár was relaunched. Processing the editors’ publicistic activity has not been 



 

 
 

completed so far, and so a part of their work is incomplete; that is why I believe that it is an 

absolute necessity to pay attention to them. At this point, the following question arises: does 

Kolozsvár truly takes further the theoretical and practical ideas of Magyar Polgár, or modifies 

them substantially. If we take a look at both newspapers from the perspective of the two 

editors, two different career stories will be outlined, or we can read a single journalist model 

composed of two others, which flow together and mutually build up from each other? Is it a 

process or rather a change, a rupture or a limit? In this chapter, I shall ask questions about the 

newspapers’ business character in connection with the dynamics of adopting a social attitude. 

I shall research the editorial principles of the newspapers in order to see, what kind of 

tendencies have influenced the functioning of the press in Transylvania in the Dualist Period, 

and I shall highlight the way the press was appreciated: as a business activity or rather as a 

public service. 

The third chapter separates the threads of social orientations, and presents the extent 

and the way the intention of ameliorating the society appears in the newspapers. Regarding 

this intention, I shall analyze the following aspect: in what medium do the newspapers of Cluj 

see the realization of the society’s upraise? Do they encourage only the promotion of limited 

urban planning, administrative and cultural development, or they think on a broader, 

Transylvanian level? In this chapter, I shall refer to the role and the aim of the newspapers 

chosen by me from a particular point of view: what kind of status do they represent in the 

debates covering the social problems of the period? The analysis of social aspects may be 

intercepted in several narrative processes, and while some use a concrete, methonimical 

discourse, others prefer to take advantage of the possibilities offered by the metaphoric 

discourse.                

In the fourth chapter, I shall focus on the complicated system of taking a role, and I 

shall present the journalist as a professional, in the light of the discourses of the period. I shall 

discuss several segments of the journalist’s vocational commitment in that particular period, 

and I shall ask questions about the identity image that is adopted by the workers of the press 

in the period, and about the way the fusion, coexistence and parallel use, as well as the 

appreciation of certain professions (politician, historian, writer) can be imagined. Also in this 

chapter, I shall discuss those intellectual roles, which have developed in the 19th Century.  

The fifth chapter describes the institutionalization process of the press, in which the 

concepts of Transilvanian region and capital-centre have also incorporated. The 

establishment of the institutions of the Transylvanian press have strongly been influenced by 

the capital. Therefore, another question arises: to which extent will the local specific character 



 

 
 

emerge when the press creates its own Transylvanian mediums, respectively to which extent 

shall we be able to observe the model of the capital within these mediums? To which extent 

can the intensity of actually living in the public sphere be the bearer of building a successful 

career in journalism? 

The sixth chapter covers the nature of principles and identity of the newspapers within 

the concept of Transylvanian character. Which is the attitude of the Transylvanian press 

outlets towards the press of the capital, how do they see its functioning, and to which extend 

do these depend on it? Then I shall reflect on the issue of nationalities (ethnic minorities) 

from the perspective of the press. In my opinion, the essential question would be the 

following: how do the newspapers analyzed by me present the relationship between the 

multinational Transylvania and Romanians, and how do these ethnic concepts and images 

take shape.          

 
The results of the research 

My research builds around two leading press outlets of the time, Magyar Polgár and 

Kolozsvár, and I have tried to present the functioning of Transylvanian press in the 19th 

Century with the help of these newspapers. However, this image is not a complete one, since I 

have performed an analysis from the perspective of press history, and each of its segments 

may be thought and expanded further on. 

I have included fragments from two editorial careers, which are specific examples of 

builing a journalistic career. Based on the specific signs of the journalists’ roles identified at 

Miklós K. Papp and Petelei we may have a vision on the way professional identity has been 

formed in that particular period. In the personality of Miklós K. Papp we may observe the 

establishment of a multipolar career. He builds a real network of relationships in all his 

activities, in the functioning of his newspapers, in forming his political activity, and in 

organizing social events as well. The possibilities of interfering roles and intellectual 

positions, which at that time were still blurry, in his case are working successfully. His 

character may be captured in different role possibilities, such as writer, journalist, historian or 

politician, and he does not treat them as separate units. The analysis of business strategies, 

commercials and subscribing conditions, the captivation of readers, as well as the functioning 

of the typography show that around the main newspaper an extensive journalistic career may 

be built. Another important mark of his businesses is that he is open towards the capital, and 

wishes to see Magyar Polgár as equal to any other press outlet in Pest. From his roles 



 

 
 

assumed within society, we may deduce that he considers Cluj as the centre of Transylvania. 

For a long time, literature has appreciated the work of István Petelei based on his career in 

belletristic literature, and the rehabilitation of the image of the journalist Petelei has begun 

only recently. His publicistic activity has opened a new direction of research, in which his 

editorial career, his activity within different associations and his positions adopted towards 

certain nationality issues may all be captured. The commercial character of Petelei’s 

Kolozsvár is not so strong, and by turning his back to the capital in a way he creates his own 

interior image about Transylvania, one that is more concrete. Even if the newspaper is a 

political press outlet, its editor does not belong to the world of politics. At the same time he 

keeps himself away from the life of associations, accepting the invitation of the Petőfi Society 

only, and being the member of the Transylvanian Literature Society founded by him, but he 

refuses many other invitations from other organizations, among others the consecutive 

invitations from the Kisfaludy Society. We may state that Petelei took advantage of the 

possibilities offered by modernism only to a limited extent.  

The most standout difference between the social criticisms of the two editors is that 

they speak in different ways, otherwise they cover nearly identical subjects: culture, urban 

planning and management, theatre, education, health system. The writings of K. Papp 

published in Magyar Polgár have a particular section, which plays with the press, the genres 

of the press and with the roles within the press. These articles have been published under the 

pseudonym Jonah, and separate the threads of the journalist’s attitude. He expresses his 

criticism towards society in this medium as well, while Petelei does not bring into the game 

his journalistic position. The circle of interests of K. Papp and the one of Jonah is identical, 

since they both see the source of problems in the same areas: health system, culture, politics 

and community culture. The figure of the journalist who assumes the role of a doctor is 

probably the most complex one. The multilateral character of Jonah corresponds to the figure 

of K. Papp also in the fact that they are both interested in all the areas, and they wish to form 

and express their opinion on everything. 

The dissertation presents the figure of the journalist in the second half of the 19th 

Century in two ways: on one hand by showing the particular personalities of editors and 

journalists (István Petelei, Miklós K. Papp, Miklós Bartha, Árpád Hindy, Gergely Moldován), 

and on the other hand by capturing the character that forms from the descriptions that have 

appeared in the newspapers. We may state that a role of a martyr can be identified in both 

ways of speaking – which merges into the behaviour of the journalist of that time –, and 

according to which the work of an editor is a career full of problems and efforts, but all these 



 

 
 

are compensated by the noble aim of serving the society. The role of the martyr-journalist, the 

exaggerated pathetic image often filled with overstatements has spread in the discourses of the 

period, generating many metaphorical images. Studying the journalist’s descriptions on 

himself and others it is prominent, that the image of the 19th Century journalist is filled with 

rich metaphors. The number of “war” metaphors is predominant, in which the journalist “is 

fighting with his adversaries” in order to “protect” the society and the nation. The amount of 

“medical” metaphors is also significant: the doctor, who is capable of “healing” the society. It 

is important to see that capturing the image of the journalist, of the role, of the aim of the 

press, as well as the manner of doing it is very similar to that political way of speaking, which 

is running in the 19th Century. That is because the political discourses are filled with 

metaphors, and the use of images referring to body, diseases and fighting is very frequent.  

The journalist’s descriptions on himself and others may offer us an integral image on 

the way he imagines his own position, and how others see the activity of a journalist in this 

period. We may notice that in Kolozsvár more gestures of self-understaning have come to the 

surface than in Magyar Polgár, and these appear in a wide variety of literary genres. At the 

end of the century the workers of the press believed that it is becoming more and more 

important for this disputed function to find its worthy position. In order to achieve this goal, 

in the columns of the newspapers they started talking about themselves, their own function 

and the benefits and aims of the press. At the same time, they also clarified the classification 

of journalism into the cathegory of intellectual professions. 

The institutionalization process of the Transylvanian press is presented together with 

the initiatives of the capital. The establishment of certain associations gathering journalists 

from Budapest has set off provincial ambitions, and this way the National Union of Provincial 

Journalists has been founded, as well as the Itthon circle in Cluj, which seemed to have been 

forgotten so far. Itthon (Society of Writers, Journalists and Artist) has been formed after the 

model of Otthon in the capital; however, it has obviously created its own local, Transylvanian 

character, aiming to be the institutional background of a narrower medium, while bearing 

these Transylvanian marks. Regarding Itthon I shall deal with the person of Árpád Hindy, 

who was the editor of Kolozsvár, and whose figure has been forgotten by the reception of 

press history. Hindy is a rare example of that particular type of journalist, who after a career 

built in the capital chooses to continue in the provinces, and mainly of that who stays in Cluj 

for a long time. Árpád Hindy has founded the Itthon circle in 1895, aiming to unite local and 

nearby journalists and artist. He organized soirees, balls, festivities, public lectures and 

concerts, consolidating this way common awareness, and uniting the members of journalism 



 

 
 

and arts from Cluj and from entire Transylvania. At the same time he offered the possibility of 

valuable entertainment, involving dance, music, theatre and literature elements as well. With 

the establishment of the circle, Hindy also founded a narrower institutional frame for the press 

in Cluj. 

During my research, I have asked questions about the interaction of the press of the 

capital and the one of Transylvania as well. I have discovered that the essence of the 

Transylvanian press is strongly determined by the capital. Newspapers sometimes consider 

the press of the capital as an example, however, other times it is presented in an entirely 

negative posture. What they primarily accentuate is the fact that the provinces have a 

disadvantage compared to the capital right from the beginning, because the mediums 

supporting the functioning of the press are much more advanced in the capital. At the same 

time overcoming time and space is a lot more difficult for a provincial press outlet, because 

foreign news and the events of the capital often loose their relevance until they reach the 

Transylvanian press outlets. At the same time it also can be stated that the press laws of the 

period set very important limits to the development of Transylvanian press. In 1867 the liberty 

of press is not unitary, since the Bach’s patent stays in effect in Transylvania until 1871. 

In light of the newspapers I have analysed the areas of the minorities’ existence, and I 

have treated that particular aspect of nationality issues, which separates the threads of 

Romanian-Hungarian relationships. Petelei, who expressed his opinion in the debates 

referring to nationality, is different from the image that has been formed about him until now 

both in his way of speaking and his attitude, and often criticizes the Romanian minority. By 

his double attachment (devoted spokesman for the concept of Hungarian state/nation while 

keeping his Romanian nationality) Gergely Moldován offers a specific approach for the issue 

of nationality, and this way his figure has been forced to the periphery, and even these days 

represents a problematic part in both Hungarian and Romanian press history.                                                                 
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