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ABSTRACT

Patriarch Abraham, our father, is an outstanding personality in the three religions of the
book: Islam, Christianity and Judaism. In the Jewish tradition, he is the one through which God
seals His covenant with the chosen people. For Christians he is the great patriarch who answers
unconditionally to God’s calling and who remains, until today, an example of faith for the new
chosen people. For the Islamic tradition he is, firstly, the founder of monotheism. The three
religions of the book — named as such because each of them claims its origin from a revealed
book which constitutes the essence and the foundation of faith — acknowledge Abraham as a
personality whose life and activity have had a great influence on the way in which they
developed, though differently. This thesis represents an attempt to analyze and understand, as
much as it is possible, these three distinctive religious-spiritual ways (Jewish, Christian, Islamic)
which reunite in the person of Abraham.

The starting episode of the chapters dedicated to Abraham in the Old Testament, that of
the divine calling from genesis 12:1-3, unravels early in the biblical text his overwhelming
importance in the history of humanity: God separates Abraham from all the other people, turning
him into a universal centre of blessing, because he heralds and comprises within his person not
only the Jewish tradition, but the entire history of the salvation of human kind. This moment
points to a new stage in the history of the relationship between the lord and humanity and
launches theological themes that will be developed within the following chapters of the Old
Testament: calling and obedience, choice and promise, blessing and curse. The promise received
by Abraham regarding the multitude of his descendants may be interpreted, taking into account
the mentality characteristic to that epoch, as a sign of the Lord’s will to share his blessing to the
entire humanity through Abraham. His unconditional obedience in this episode determinant for
the subsequent flow of events, obedience based on a strong faith, may be considered in
relationship with the episode of the meeting between Abraham and Melchizedek. Here, two
different environments meet, but discover a common point, namely the faith in the same God.
This (the faith) remains, in my opinion, the central factor in defining Abraham’s personality, the

other virtues and values that he promotes being in obvious dependency of it.



The theme can also be found in the interpretations that the books of the New Testament
give for the history of Abraham. Here we can find a series of interpretations of Abraham’s
history and deeds, focused on the following aspects: Abraham’s faith and obedience have the
value of a model, these two virtues being largely proved by Abraham in different moments of
probation that he is subjected to; all those who present a faith similar to that of Abraham, no
matter the filiation, age or other factors, may be righteously called “Abraham’s sons” and will
enjoy the same blessings and fruits of the divine promise; God’s promises to Abraham anticipate,
through the blessing they imply, the Messianic salvation through which all the nations will be
given God’s blessing. Thus, faith remains the key element associated to the personality of
patriarch Abraham both in the Old and the New Testament. Regarding this aspect there is also
agreement with the Islamic tradition in which he is acknowledged, first of all, as founder of
monotheism, which is in direct relationship with its faith.

Motivation of the choice of theme. The text of the Old Testament, shared by Jewish and
Christians, has many prophets common with the text of the Quran, but, of all the prophets,
Abraham is the most important and has a special significance for each of the three religions.
Thus, even though he is equally presented in Judaism, Christianity and Islam, the manner in
which he is perceived and understood differs greatly. The paradoxical situation of the great
patriarch to be present, accepted and valued within three religions but, because of different
reasons and in different manners, stands on the basis of choosing this research theme, through
which I intend to identify, analyzing selectively the most relevant sources of text, common points
and essential view-differences between these three modes (Jewish, Christian and Islamic) of
understanding Abraham. This research, by the nature of its motivation, belongs to that category
of thesis that wish to serve the nowadays interreligious dialogue, thinking that dialogue is today,
more than ever, a necessity and a condition of our future existence.

Besides this aspect, one must take into account the fact that patriarch Abraham belongs to
a period of the old Testament in which, according to the exegetical literature, the head of the
family also had sacerdotal responsibilities. Thus, even though Abraham lived long before the
foundation of the Jewish cult and of the category of priests, he fulfilled, by virtue of the
characteristics of that period, certain sacerdotal duties.

Importance and actuality of the theme. Patriarch Abraham inaugurates the history of the

chosen people and may be considered, through this, the most relevant example of the theme of



choice from the Old Testament. Paul Beauchamp expresses the huge stake that his choosing
present not only for Israel but for the entire human kind: “The chosen is unique par excellence,
the blessed one, but blessed for all the others. Around this individual, of this isolated, the destiny
of all the nations of the planet will be played, meaning the destiny of humanity: I will bless those

2]

who bless you and whoever curses you I will curse (Genesis 12:3)”". The entire history of Israel
will be claimed starting with the figure of Abraham, all will be Abraham’s descendants and will
pray (or not) to the Lord of Abraham. And he will be a source of blessing for all the nations of
the world. From a Christian perspective, Abraham’s life is important firstly because it offers, in
the light of the interpretation of the New Testament?, the ultimate model of faith, a virtue so
great that he was ready to sacrifice his only son in order to listen to God’s will (Gen. 22). Within
Islam, Abraham is very important for he is considered the founder of a monotheist community on
earth. These three perspectives emphasize different aspects in the life of the patriarch,
corresponding to different ways of theological-spiritual understanding characteristic to the three
religions

Besides the importance given to the theme by the special place which patriarch Abraham
occupies in each of the three religions, this theme is very interesting and concerns our present
times because it offer the opportunity to rediscover the Old Testament as a common field for the
interreligious and intercultural dialogue. This effort of rediscovery is built around the figure of
the great patriarch and aims to finding common elements that can surpass the differences of
understanding, which may be a solution to avoid conflict and even to start a positive dialogue
directed towards emphasizing the values of Abraham that we share.

Content and structure of the thesis. The PhD thesis is structured on four chapters, framed
by introduction, conclusions and bibliography. The first chapter entitled “Abraham in the Old
Testament” is of an exegetical nature, analyzing selectively texts from the Old Testaments that I
considered to be most important and relevant for the objectives of the research. The presentation
is, in general, made in the order of the texts as they appear in the Old Testament, but not
exclusively, for there are also chapters constituted thematically, such as the one entitled “The
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob”. The biblical texts analyzed in this chapter are extracted from

the book of Genesis, from the prophetical books and from the anaginoscomena books of the Old

! Paul Beauchamp, Cincizeci de portrete biblice, trans. Claudiu Constantinescu, Ed. Cartier, Bucharest, 2001, p. 17.
2 Especially in the light of the texts from Romans and Hebrews, which we will analyze in the chapters dedicated to
the New Testament



Testament, thus widening the range of texts in order to comprise not only those from the time of
Abraham, but also those that present the manner of his perception by Israel along history.

The second chapter, “Abraham in Judaism”, describes the figure of the great patriarch
referring to resources from the Jewish tradition so that, even though I analyze texts that are
already presented in the first chapter (for example, the subchapter “Abraham in Egypt”), here I
present comparatively only those aspects which are characteristic to the Jewish tradition. The
main resources used in this chapter are: Josephus Flavius, Jewish Antiquities and The Jewish
War, Philo of Alexandria, De Abrahamo, The Talmud, the midrashic literature, Maimonides,
Guide for the Perplexed, The Qumran Manuscripts, The Book of the Jubilees.

In the third chapter entitled “Abraham in Christianity” I present the most important texts
of the New Testament regarding patriarch Abraham as well as the interpretation of the Holy
Fathers which is, to a great extent, directed towards the identification of the typological-
Christological value of Abraham’s life. Thus, even though here too I presented again some of the
episodes (the example of the episode in which Abraham goes to Egypt appears once more), the
perspective and resources are completely different.

The final chapter of the thesis, entitled “Abraham in Islam”, presents several features
representative for the manner in which Abraham is perceived within this religion, features taken
from the text of the Quran and from the Islamic tradition in general.

The position of the theme within the preoccupations of the research team. Through the
exegetical characteristic, my thesis belongs to the analytical-exegetical area of the doctoral
studies in the field of the Old Testament in Cluj. It is conceived as a completion of the
bibliography of the biblical studies which it enriches with the interreligious perspective on the
personality of the great patriarch. Secondly, this interreligious dimension of the thesis integrates
it within the dialogical direction of the doctoral studies of old Testament, through which
common subjects are sought-after which can support a meeting or a dialogical relationship of
Christianity with Judaism and Islam. We underline the fact that this direction of study has
amplified in the past few years internationally, and thus, from this point of view, the thesis is
affiliated to the preoccupations characteristic to the biblical and religious studies usually from
the international environment. Hence, both through its exegetical nature and through its

interreligious nature, the present study corresponds to the preoccupations of the research team



Scientific objectives assumed during the research. This research is not one of exegetical
detail. It uses the instruments of interpretation only there where this contributes to the sketching
of a portrait, that of Abraham. The research is not one of theological synthesis either, but
underlines the theological aspects only where they unravel an important dimension of the
perception of the patriarch in the three religions. The thesis rather wishes to be a broad image
from an interreligious perspective on the great patriarch. Thus, the main objectives targeted in
the present research are:

> Understanding and presenting Abraham as father of the three important monotheistic

religions (Judaism, Christianity, Islam). The name “father” which both Judaism and Christianity

and Islam give to Abraham reflects a spiritual claiming from him, as well as a great affective
intimacy, because of his value of model especially: all those who hope to come closer to God,
feel themselves naturally close to the one who first answered His calling: Abraham. An essential
objective of our thesis is, thus, that of understanding the different manner in which the three
religions receive Abraham as their “father”, and what special significance has this name for each
of the three.

The name of “father” which the Judaism, Christianity and Islam use when referring to Abraham
is in close relationship with the theme of the faith, Abraham is the father of the faithful, he is not
only converted to monotheism, but he is its first promoter. Thus, all those who follow his
example in their relationship with God, characterized firstly by a firm faith which models the
deeds, can receive him as their father and call him as such. The Judaic tradition insists upon this
fact inclusively at the level of language, introducing almost every reference to Abraham with the
formula “our father”, formula taken from the very words of God: “But I took your father
Abraham from the land beyond the Euphrates and led him throughout Canaan and gave him
many descendants...” (Joshua 24:2). In the prophetical literature, the same expression occurs
with reference to God, our true Father (Isaiah 63:15-16). The spiritual paternity of Abraham has
its origin in this divine paternity and it is probably best reflected in the expression “father of the
faith”. A specific feature of Islam to this respect is to state that Abraham came to faith in his
own, detaching himself from the idolatrous environment of his family as a consequence of
recognizing God from the nature’s manifestations (Surah 6, 74-89). But the manner in which he

came to faith is less important than the fact that he is unanimously considered by the three



traditions as bearer of the responsibility of a spiritual paternity anchored in the spiritual paternity
of God in relationship with the human kind.

» The systematic presentation of the most relevant texts referring to Abraham, belonging to

Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Texts from the Old Testament are chosen and interpreted both

from a Judaic and Christian perspective. Also, the writings of the Judaic tradition (Talmud,
Midrash, Qumran, Philo, Jospehus Falvius etc.) and those of the Christian tradition are used in
order to unravel to the reader the manner in which Abraham was perceived along the centuries,
within these two great religions. Finally, within chapter 4, texts from Quran and the Islamic
tradition are presented, which, by their nature, require a separate structure within the thesis.

The degree of accomplishment of this objective may be evaluated according to the following
main factors: the systematic character of the presentation, the diversity of the source-texts, the
equilibrium and objectiveness of the presentation and analysis. The manner of presentation
chosen is one that allows a clear orientation both within the biblical narrative, and in the types of
texts belonging to the Judaic, Christian, Islamic tradition, and which comprises: the most
important fragments of text to which we refer, analytical-exegetical notes, theological stresses,
ideatic-theological systematization. Regarding the diversity of the texts characteristic for the
three traditions, some reference texts and works are used, such as: from the Judaic tradition:
Talmud, Midrash, Qumran, Philo, Josephus Flavius etc.; from the Christian tradition: Holy
Fathers such as Saint John Chrysostom, Saint Maximus the Confessor, Saint Cyril of Alexandria,
Saint Justin the Martyr and Philosopher, Saint Ambrose of Milan, Saint John Damascene, Saint
Epiphanius of Salamis, Saint Clement of Rome, Saint Augustine, Saint Jerome, writers of the
Church: Venerable Bede, Origen, Didymus the Blind, Eusebius of Caesarea, Boethius,
Tertullian, spiritual perspectives from Saint Anthony the Great or Mark the Ascetic — thus
covering a large amount of time and a variety of styles and interpretative perspectives; from the
Islamic tradition: Quran and modern commentaries. This use of a large number of books
guarantees the analytical objectiveness, the diversity of the perspectives of interpretation, as well
as defining new possible directions of research.

> Rediscovering the Old Testament through Abraham, as a common field for the

interreligious and intercultural dialogue. Around his personality one may easily identify many

different dialogue subjects which start from elements which are generally shared: value, virtue,

force of character etc. Through these one may rediscover the Old Testament as the origin of an
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efficient interreligious dialogue focused on the rediscovery of paradigmatic values for the
restoration of the nowadays society.

The profile of the society today indicates more and more clearly the necessity to promote
dialogue. In the case of the intercultural and interreligious dialogue, necessity is all the more
stringent as the differences of such nature lead unfortunately, to tensions and conflicts with most
serious consequences. Including these reasons, at an international level, special efforts are made
in order to identify the common points which may become subjects of dialogue. In the case of
the present theme, the potential for dialogue is significant since it implies referring to general-
human and religious values which we can find in the portrait of the great patriarch Abraham. The
fact that, as we have shown within the thesis, he is accepted and acknowledged by all three
traditions as a spiritual father, initiator of the true faith and bearer of several distinguished
values, constitutes a special trump in the context of the intercultural and interreligious dialogue. I
consider that, during the research, I identified and described these values and virtues which make
of the writings of the Old Testament, with Abraham’s conveyance, a proper field for dialogue in
the quest for unity and harmony which the eschatological images from the books of prophets
reflect, when they speak about “kol basar”, everybody that will come and bow before God.

These research objectives determined the method of research and the manner of approach
of the bibliographical resources. In order to fulfill these objectives and the secondary objectives
which originate from them, I especially emphasized those elements which unravel bits of the
personality and life of the great patriarch Abraham.

The present state of the research. In the Romanian biblical literature, monographic
works dedicated to patriarch Abraham were written in the first half of the 20" century, thus:
Alexandrescu, loan, Avraam in Ilumina Bibliei — tdalcuire biblica (Sibiu: Tipografia
Arhidiecezana, 1937), 91 p; Alexandrescu, loan, Parintele Avram §i credinta sa — talcuire
biblica (Sibiu: Tipografia Arhidiecezana, 1938), 60 p.; Tarnavschi, Vasile, Vieata Patriarhilor
(Cernauti: Societatea tipograficd ,,Bucovina”, 1902), 117 p.; lonescu, loan, Religiunea
Patriarhilor in Vechiul Testament (Bucuresti: Institutul de arte grafice ,,Eminescu”, 1905), 72 p.
besides their essential contribution to the specialized bibliography, the reduced number and their
age create a proper environment for a new monography which uses the most recent

bibliographical sources and possibilities of biblical research.
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A series of studies are dedicated to the patriarchs of the Old Testament in general:
BABA, Teodor, ,,Primii Patriarhi ai Vechiului Testament. De la Avraam la losif si fratii sai”,
Teologia 3 (2007):15-29; BOLSACOV-GHIMPU, A. A., ,,Biblia este confirmata de datele noi ale
arheologiei si istoriei Orientului Apropiat. Patriarhii §i judecatorii”, MO 5-6 (1972): 349-373;
CALOIANU, Viorel, ,,Epoca patriarhilor evrei in lumina descoperirilor arheologice mai noi”, GB
11-12 (1973): 1278-1290; CARSTOIU, Justinian, ,,Patriarhii biblici”, O 1 (2008); CHIRILA, loan,
,Despre functia tipica a chipurilor patriarhale ale Vechiului Testament in conceptia lui Filon din
Alexandria”, in Orizonturi teologice (Oradea: Ed. Universitatii Oradea, 2001), 26-35; MIHAILA
Al ,,Despre religia patriarhilor in context istoric”, AFTOUB VI (2006): 123-144; PopPA, Viorel,
,Aspectul universal al mantuirii la patriarhii biblici si la profetii Vechiului Testament”, in /n
Memoriam Liviu Borcea (1936-2006), dascal si istoric, coord. Pavel Cherescu (Oradea:
Universitatii, 2011).

Studies dedicated especially to patriarch Abraham, although extremely important for
the specialized literature, are few in number and thus leave room for additional works: BUGA,
loan, ,,Personalitatea patriarhului Avraam oglinditd in epistolele Sfantului Apostol Pavel”, ST 3-
4 (1978): 193-204; CHIRILA, loan, ,,Avraam si lisus. Despre sensul static si dinamic al
conceptului de popor ales / poporul lui Dumnezeu”, in Ideje az emlékezésnek. Liber amicorum: A
60 éves Marton Joszef Koszontese, ed. M. Noda et al. (Budapest-Kolozsvar: Verbum, 2010), 47-
53; CHIRILA, loan, ,,Filoxenia lui Avraam. Exegeza hrisostomica la Facere 18, AUCT 11 (2003);
ERBICEANU, C., ,,Moartea dreptului Avraam (o legenda)”, BOR 1 (1906):76-82; HARLAOANU,
Paul-Cezar, ,,Personalitatea patriarhului Avraam in traditia Sinagogii si a Bisericii”, ASUIT XII
(2007): 193-210; NEAGA, Nicolae, ,Istoria timpurilor vechi-testamentare. Epoca patriarhului
Avraam”, MA 3-4 (1957): 193-204; REIT, Aurelian-Nicu, ,,Patriarhul Avraam si iconomia
mantuirii”, Studia TO 2 (2010): 33-46.

Regarding the international environment, here the specialized bibliography on this theme

is very diverse: commentaries on the book of Genesis’, works regarding the period of the

3 BRUEGGEMANN, Walter. Genesis. INT. Atlanta: John Knox Press, 1982; CASSUTO, Umberto. 4 Commentary on the
Book of Genesis. 2 Vols. Trans. 1. Abrahams. Jerusalem: Magnes, 1961, 1964; DRIVER, S.R. The Book of Genesis:
with Introduction and Notes. Westminster Commentaries. London: Methuen, 1904; Hamilton, Victor. The Book of
Genesis, Chapters 1-17. NICOT. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1990; Jacob, B. Genesis. Trans. E. 1. Jacob and W.
Jacob. New York: Ktav, 1974; Kidner, Derek. Genesis. TOTC. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1967; VON RAD,
Gerhard. Genesis: A Commentary. Rev. London: SCM, 1972; WENHAM, Gordon J. Genesis 1-15. WBC. Waco, TX:
Word, 1987; WESTERMANN, Claus. Genesis: A Commentary. Trans. J. J. Scullion. 3 vols. A Continental
Commentary. Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1984-86.
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patriarchs®, works written from an interreligious perspective®, works dedicated especially to
patriarch Abraham®. These categories and titles presented in the footnotes have a demonstrative
purpose, the extended international bibliography being used for the entire thesis and given in the
footnotes.

Using this previous specialized literature I wish for the present thesis to be a step ahead in
the research of the life of patriarch Abraham in a manner of research that will offer the
contemporary society the model with restoring force that it needs.

Methodology of the research. The initial stage of research implies identifying within the
text of the Old Testament — as a normative text for the present research, of the most important
texts in order to define Abraham’s personality. This category includes not only texts from the
book of Genesis, but also some references to Abraham from the prophetical and anaginoscomena
books. The Christian perspective of understanding will be completed by the opinions of the Holy
Fathers such as: Saint John Chrysostom, Saint Maximus the Confessor, Saint Cyril of
Alexandria, Saint Justin the Martyr and Philosopher, Saint Ambrose of Milan, Saint John
Damascene, Saint Epiphanius of Salamis, Saint Clement of Rome, Saint Augustine, Saint
Jerome, with opinions of the writers of the Church: Venerable Bede, Origen, Didymus the Blind,
Eusebius of Caesarea, Boethius, Tertullian, and with elements of spiritual interpretation from
Saint Anthony the Great or Mark the Ascetic. From the Judaic tradition I will use especially the
works of Josephus Flavius entitled Jewish Antiquities and The Jewish War, the work of Philo of
Alexandria dedicated to the great patriarch, De Abrahamo, different treatises from Talmud,
Midrashic literature, the work of Moses Maimonide, Guide for the Perplexed, The Qumran
Manuscripts, The Book of the Jubilees. From Islam I took representative texts from the Quran

and from the Islamic tradition. To these sources I added the bibliographical categories

4 R.W.L. Moberly, The Old Testament of the Old Testament: Patriarchal narratives and Mosaic Yahwism; D.
Dimant, Reinhard G. Kratz, Rewriting and interpreting the Hebrew Bible: The Biblical patriarchs in the Light of the
Dead Sea Scrolls, 2013; A. Pagolu, The Religion of the Patriarchs, 1998; J. S. Baden, The Promise to the Patriarchs,
2013.

5> Bruce Feiler, Abraham: A journey to the Heart of Three Faiths, 2005; Marvin R. Wilson, Our Father Abraham:
Jewish Roots of the Christian Faith, 1990; F.E. Peters, The Children of Abraham: Judaism, Christianity, Islam: A
New Edition, Princeton Classic Editions); J. F. Dirks, The Abrahamic Faiths. Judaism, Christianity and Islam.
Similarities and contrasts, 2005.

6 John van Seters, Abraham in History and Tradition, New Haven and London, Yale University Press, 1975; R.
Hendel, Remembering Abraham: Culture, Memory and History in the Hebrew Bible, 2005; L. E. Goodman, God of
Abraham, Oxford University Press, 1996.
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characteristic to biblical studies: dictionaries, encyclopaedias, concordances, biblical
commentaries, specialized volumes and studies.

As I have already mentioned, driven by the wish to have a clear structure of the thesis and
to offer the potential readers a good orientation within the thesis, I have structured the thesis on
episodes, within the extended chapters, and thus the episodes are reviewed from the perspective
of each of the three great religions. It is not a repetition of the information, but a plurality of
perspectives.

As an actual method of research I used within the thesis the textual and exegetical
analysis — to emphasize the textual aspects and the most important significances from the history
of salvation, theological synthesis — to underline the important theological themes associated to
patriarch Abraham, such as: the theme of the faith, the theme of the choice, the theme of the
blessing etc. —, comparative analysis — in order to emphasize the common and different points
between the three perspectives.

Regarding the manner of citation, I used a classic one, used within the Faculties of
Orthodox Theology from the Romanian Patriarchate. For the biblical books I will use the
abbreviation system from the synodal editions of the Holy Scripture. Magazines or collections of
commentaries abbreviated are presented in the list of abbreviation from the beginning of the
thesis. The biblical citations in Hebrew are given from : Elliger, Karl et Wilhelm Rudolph, eds.
Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia. Quae antea cooperantibus A. Alt, O. Eissfeldt, P. Kahle ediderat
R. Kittel. Editio funditus renovata, adjuvantibus H. Bardtke ... [et al.] cooperantibus H. P. Riiger
et J. Ziegler ediderunt K. Elliger et W. Rudolph; textum Masoreticum curavit H. P. Riiger,
Masoram elaboravit G. E. Weil. Editio tertia emendata opera W. Rudolph et H. P. Riiger,
Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 1987. The biblical citations in Greek are given from:
Septuaginta. 1d est Vetus Testamentum graece iuxta LXX interpretes. Edidit Alfred Rahlfs.
Editio minor, duo volumina in uno. Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 1935. The biblical
citations in Romanian are given from Biblia sau Sfanta Scriptura. Tiparitd cu binecuvantarea
Prea Fericitului Parinte Daniel — Patriarhul Bisericii Ortodoxe Romane, cu aprobarea Sfantului
Sinod, Bucuresti: IBMBOR, 2008, with the mention that there where I propose nuances of
interpretation I will indicate the difference of translation in comparison with the synodal edition,

with the natural arguments.
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The research accomplished can be continued in the following main directions associated
to the theme of the PhD thesis:

» Abraham’s image in the prophetical writings of the Old Testament — within the thesis I

presented the 7 prophetical texts in which Abraham is mentioned: Isaiah 28:22; 41:8-9;
51:2; 63:16; Jeremiah 33:26; Ezekiel 33:24; Micah 7:20, which 1 analyzed briefly,
because I wanted to present the prophetical perspective on the figure of the great
patriarch; the reduced extension of the presentation leaves open this direction of research,
for it would be good to have an ample textual and exegetical-theological analysis in order
to understand the nuances of the prophetical perspective on the theme.

> Abraham’s personality reflected in the anaginoscomena books of the Old Testament.

Similar to the situation of the research of the prophetical texts, the direction of thorough
investigation of the texts from the anaginoscomena books of the Old Testament, which
refer to patriarch Abraham, remains open. Within the thesis I referred to Judah 5:6-9;
8:25-27; Tob. 4:13; I Macc. 2:50-52; 12:21-22; etc., but I only made brief interpretations
that deserve to be reviewed and developed.

> Comparative synthesis of the manner of perception of Abraham in the three religions. At

the end of the research I consider that it would be useful a presentation of the elements

exhibited within the thesis regarding Abraham, elements characteristic to Christianity,

Judaism and Islam. Thus, even though, within the thesis, aspects concerning Abraham’s

life and personality are emphasized, which may constitute themes for the interreligious

dialogue, I am convinced that a synthetic presentation of these elements would improve
such a dialogue. Because of this, I think that accomplishing such a synthesis may
constitute in itself a complementary direction of research.

Of course, to these ideas that can be developed extensively in future researches auxiliary
to the theme of the present thesis, one may add other possible themes.

Unsolved problems. A challenging area is represented by the consolidation of the
convergent points for the Judaic and Christian traditions with the Islamic tradition regarding the
personality of Abraham. Even though there are many common points, I consider this relationship
to be rather fragile and insufficiently consolidated with research and solid arguments. This fact

may transform the problem identified a new research direction in itself.
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Personal contribution. In the absence of a systematic paper regarding this theme in our
country, the personal contribution consists mainly of an extensive study on the theme of an
important biblical character, Abraham. This study is of actuality not only because of the fact that
it represents an enrichment of the Romanian biblical bibliography, but also of the fact that it
implies an interreligious perspective, very interesting for the nowadays society.

At the end of the research endeavor both tiring and fruitful, I express my wish that this
paper brings its minimum contribution to the Romanian professional bibliography. The patriarch
Abraham, the one who knew God and called Him by His name, remains, over millenniums, an
important personality of the spirituality of the three monotheistic religions. He is also a model
that bears in itself the restoring force necessary to the man for him to come back to God, Who
calls Him ceaseless waiting for each one to come out of his land, of his nation, of his father’s
house and let himself guided, according to the model of the patriarch, towards the promised land,

towards eternal communion and comfort.

16



Bibliography

l. Bible editions

*

*

Ancien Testament interlinéaire hébreu-francais avec le texte de la Traduction Oecuménique de la Bible de
la Bible en frangais courant, (Villiers-le-Bel: Société biblique francaise, 2007).

Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, ed. Karl Elliger si Wilhelm Rudolph (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft,
1987).
Septuaginta. Id est Vetus Testamentum graece iuxta LXX, ed Alfred Rahlfs (Stuttgart: Deutsche
Bibelgesellschaft, 1935).

Biblia sau Sfanta Scripturd, editie jubiliara a Sfantului Sinod, (Bucuresti: EIBMO, 2008).

. Dictionaries, lexicons, concordances, manuals

ALEXANDER, T. D., New Dictionary of Biblical Theology (Leicester: Intervarsity Press, 2000).
DAvYy, Marie-Madeleine, Enciclopedia doctrinelor mistice (Timisoara: Amarcord, 1997).
EissFeLDT, O., The Old Testament: An Introduction (Oxford: Blackwells, 1965, 75.

FREE, Joseph P. si F. Vos, Howard, Archaeology and Bible History (Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
1992).

GRANT, Frederick si ROWLEY, H. H., Dictionary of the Bible (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark,
1963).

HAHN, Scott, Catholic Bible Dictionary (New York: Doubleday, 2009), 599.

KOEHLER, Ludwig si BAUMGARTNER, Walter, The Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old
Testament, vol. 1 (Leiden: Brill, 1994).

lll. Jewish resources

BovARIN, Daniel. Intertextuality and the Reading of Midrash (Bloomington: Indiana
University Press, 1990).

De migratione Abrahami din: Philo in Ten Volumes, vol. 4, in The Loeb Classical Library 261,
ed.. F.H. Colson si G.H. Whitaker (Harvard: University Press, 1985).

17



* FELDMAN, Louis H., Josephus’s Interpretation of the Bible (Berkley: University of California
Press, 1998).

*  FLAVIUS, JOSEPHUS, Antichitdti iudaice, vol. 1, ed. loan Acsan (Bucuresti: Hasefer, 2003), 46-7.

*  FLAVIUS, JOSEPHUS, Rdzboiul iudeilor impotriva romanilor, ed. loan Acsan (Bucuresti: Hasefer,
2004).

* JACOBSON, Howard, A Commentary of Pseudo-Philo’s Liber Antiquitatum Biblicarum: With
Latin Text and English Translation (Leiden: Brill, 1996).

* Philo in Ten Volumes, vol. 4, in The Loeb Classical Library 261, ed.. F.H. Colson si G.H.
Whitaker (Harvard: University Press, 1984).

* SANDMEL, S., Philo’s Place in Judaism: A Study of Conceptions of Abraham in Jewish
Literature (New York: Ktav, 1972).

*  SHERWIN, Byron L., Faith Finding Meaning: A Theology of Judaism (Oxford: University Press,
2009).

IV. Writings of the Fathers of the Church

* BEDE, On Genesis, in Translated Texts for Historians 48, ed. Calvin B. Kendall (Liverpool:
University Press, 2008).

* BOETHIUS, Scrieri. Scurtd expunere a credintei crestine, in PSB 72, ed. David Popescu
(Bucuresti: IBMO, 1992).

* DIDYME L'AVEUGLE, Sur la Genése, in Sources Chrétiennes, 244, ed. Pierre Nautin (Paris: du
Cerf, 1978).

*  Epistola lui Barnaba, in PSB 1, ed. Dumitru Fecioru (Bucuresti: IBMO, 1979).

*  EUSEBIU DE CEZAREEA, Istoria bisericeascd, in PSB 13, ed. T. Bodogae (Bucuresti: IBMO, 1987).

*  FERICITUL AUGUSTIN, Despre Cetatea lui Dumnezeu, ed. Paul Galesanu (Bucuresti: Stiintifica,
2001).

*  Panarion of Epiphanius of Salamis, vol. 2, ed. Frank Williams, in Nag Hammadi and
Manichaean Studies 79 (Leiden: Brill, 2013).

*  SF. AMBROISE DE MILAN, Abraham, in Les Péres dans la foi, 74, ed. Claire Levant (Paris: Migne,
1999).

*  SF. CHIRIL AL ALEXANDRIEI, Despre inchinarea in duh si adevar, in PSB 38, ed. Dumitru Staniloae
(Bucuresti: IBMO, 1991).

*  SF. CHIRIL AL ALEXANDRIEL, Glafire la Facere, in PSB 39, ed. Dumitru Staniloae (Bucuresti:
IBMO, 1992).
*  SF. CLEMENT ALEXANDRINUL, Stromatele, in PSB 5, ed. D. Fecioru (Bucuresti: IBMO, 1982).

18



*  SF. CLEMENT ROMANUL, Epistola cdtre Corinteni, in PSB 1, ed. Dumitru Fecioru (Bucuresti:
IBMO, 1979).

*  SF. loAN CASIAN, Convorbiri duhovnicesti, in PSB 57, ed. Vasile Cojocaru si David Popescu
(Bucuresti: IBMO, 1990).

* SF. l0AN GURA DE AUR, Cuvdntdri impotriva anomeilor. Cédtre iudei, ed. Dumitru Fecioru
(Bucuresti: IBMO, Bucuresti, 2007).

* SF. |I0AN GURA DE AUR, Omilii la Facere, in PSB 21, ed. Dumitru Fecioru (Bucuresti: IBMO,
1987).

*  SF. [oOAN GURA DE AUR, Omilii la Facere, in PSB 22, ed. Dumitru Fecioru (Bucuresti: IBMO,
1989).

* SF. l0AN GURA DE AUR, Comentariile sau explicarea epistolei cdtre Evrei, ed. T. Atanasiu
(Bucuresti, 1923).

*  SF. IUSTIN MARTIRUL SI FILOSOFUL, Dialog cu iudeul Trifon, in PSB 3, ed. T. Bodogae et al.
(Bucuresti: IBMO, 1980).

*  SF. MAXIM MARTURISITORUL, Ambigua, in PSB 80, ed. Dumitru Staniloae (Bucuresti: IBMO,
1983).

* SF. NIL ASCETUL, Cuvdnt ascetic foarte trebuincios si folositor, in Filocalia 1, ed. Dumitru
Staniloae (Bucuresti: IBMO, 2007).

* SF. TEOFIL AL ANTIOHIEI, Trei cdrti catre Autolic, in PSB 3, ed. T. Bodogae et al. (Bucuresti:
IBMO, 1980).

* ST. AMBROSE OF MILAN, On Abraham, ed. Theodosia Tomkinson (Etna: Center for
Traditionalist Orthodox Studies, 2000).

*  ST. AUGUSTINE, City of God, ed. Henry Bettenson (London: Penguin Books, 1984).

*  ST. CAESARIUS OF ARLES, Sermons. Volume 2 (81-186), ed. Mary Magdalene Mueller (The
Catholic University of America Press, 1981).

*  ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM, St. John Chrysostom Commentary on the Psalms, ed. Robert C. Hill, vol.
1 (Brookline: Holy Cross Orthodox Press, 1998).

*  ST. PROSPER OF AQUITAINE, The Call of All Nations / De vocatione omnium gentium (Maryland:
The Newman Press, 1952).

* UscA, loan Sorin, Vechiul Testament in tdlcuirea Sfintilor Pdrinti. Facerea (Bucuresti:
Christiana, 2002).

V. Biblical commentaries

*  ALTER, Robert, Genesis: Translation and Commentary (New York: W.W. Norton, 1996).
*  ATTRIDGE, H. W., The Epistle to the Hebrews (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1989), 186-215.

19



BARRETT, C. K., Acts 1-14 (London: T&T Clark, 2004).
BARTON, John si MUDDIMAN, John, The Oxford Bible Commentary (Oxford: University Press, 2001).

BoiCE, James Montgomery, Genesis: An Expositional Commentary, vol. 2 (Grand Rapids: Baker
Books, 1998).

BRrIGGS, C. A. si BRIGGS, E. M., A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Book of Psalms
(Edinburgh: T.&T. Clark, 1907).

BRUCE, F. F., The Epistle to the Hebrews (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1990).

BRUEGGEMANN, Walter, Genesis (Atlanta: John Knox Press, 1982).

CAssuTo, Umberto, A Commentary on the Book of Genesis, 2 vol., ed. |. Abrahams (Jerusalem:
Magnes, 1961-1964).

Cassuto, Umberto, Commentary of the Book of Genesis II (Jerusalem: Magnes Press,
1997).

DAHOOD, Mitcell, Psalms 101-150: Introduction, translation, and notes with an Appendix: The
Grammar of the Psalter (London: Yale University Press, 2008).

DRIVER, S. R., The Book of Genesis: with Introduction and Notes (London: Methuen, 1904).

HAMILTON, Victor, The Book of Genesis, Chapters 1-17 (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1990).

JACOB, B., Genesis, ed. E. |. Jacob and W. Jacob. (New York: Ktav, 1974).

JOHNSON, Luke Timothy, Hebrews: A Commentary (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press,
2006).

Kidner, Derek, Genesis (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1967).

KISSLING, P., Genesis, in NIV 2 (Joplin: College Press Publishing Company, 2009).

KiITcHEN, Kenneth A., ,Genesis 1-50 in the Near Eastern World”, in He Swore an Oath:
Biblical Themes from Genesis 12-50, Richard S. Hess et al. (eds.) (Carlisle: Paternoster,
1994).

LANE, William L., Hebrews 1-8, in WBC 47A (Dallas: Word Books, 1991).

MATHEWS, K. A., Genesis 1-11:26 , in NAC 1A (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers,
2001).

MOFFATT, James, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Epistle to the Hebrews (New
York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1924).

MONTEFIORE, Hugh, A Commentary on the Epistle to the Hebrews (New York: Harper & Row,
1964).

RAVENNA, Alfredo si FEDERICI, Tommaso, Commento alla Genesi (Torino: Unione Tipografico-
Editrice Torinese, 1978).

REYBURN, W. D. si Fry, E. M., A handbook on Genesis (New York: United Bible Societies,
1997).

SARNA, Nahum M., Genesis: The Traditional Hebrew Text with the New JPS Translation
(Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society, 1989).

20



vi

Septuaginta, vol. 1 (Geneza, Exodul, Leviticul, Numerii, Deuteronomul), ed. Cristian Badilita
(lasi: Polirom, 2004).

SHERIDAN, Mark (ed.), Genesis 12-50, in Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture 2
(Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2002).

SKINNER, J., A critical and exegetical commentary on Genesis (New York: Scribner, 1910).
SKINNER, John, 4 Critical and Exegetical Commentary on Genesis (Edinburgh: T.&T. Clark,
1930).

SPEISER, E. A., Genesis: Introduction, Translation, and Notes, in AYB (New Haven: Doubleday,
1974).

VAWTER, B., On Genesis (Garden City: Doubleday, 1977).

VON RAD, Gerhard, Genesis: A Commentary (London: SCM, 1979).

WENHAM, Gordon, Genesis 1-15 (WBC) (Dallas: Word Inc., 2002).

WESTERMANN, Claus, Genesis, ed. David E. Green (London & New York: T&T Clark
International, 2004).

WESTERMANN, Claus, Genesis: A Commentary, ed. J. J. Scullion, 3 vol. (A Continental Commentary)
(Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1984-1986).

. Books and studies on the thesis subject

ALBRIGHT, William Foxwell, , The Historical Background of Genesis XIV,” Journal of the Society
of Oriental Research 10 (1926).

ALDER, W., ,Abraham and the Burning of the Temple of Idols,” JQR 77 (1986).

AscHiM, Anders, ,Melchizedek the Liberator: An Early Interpretation of Genesis 147"
Society of Biblical Literature Seminar Paper 35 (1996).

ASTOUR, Michael C., ,Political and Cosmic Symbolism in Genesis 14 and in Its Babylonian
Sources”, in Biblical Motifs: Origins and Transformations, Alexander Altmann (ed.)
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1966).

BADEN, J. S., The Promise to the Patriarchs (Oxford: University Press, 2013).

BAkHOS, Carol, The Family of Abraham: Jewish, Christian, and Muslim Interpretations
(Harvard: University Press, 2014).

ANDERSON, C. E., ,Who Was Melchizedek? A Suggested Emendation of Gen 14:18”, The
American Journal of Semitic Languages and Literatures 19 (1903).

BAkHOS, Carol, The Family of Abraham: Jewish, Christian, and Muslim Interpretations
(Harvard: University Press, 2014).

BODINNGER, M., ,,L.’enigme de Melkisédeq,” Revue de [’histoire de Religions 211 (1994).

21



BOTTRICH, C., ,,The Melchizedek Story of 2 (Slavonic) Enoch: A Reaction to A. Orlov.” JSJ 32
(2001).

Box, G. H. si LANDMAN, J. I. (ed.), The Apocalypse of Abraham: Edited, with a Translation from
the Slavonic Text and Notes (London: SPCK Press, 1918).

Brooks, Walter Edward, ,, The Perpetuity of Christ’s Sacrifice in the Epistle to the Hebrews,”
JBL 89 (1970).

BrRoYDE, Michael J., ,Fighting the War and the Peace: Battlefield Ethics, Peace Talks,
Treaties, and Pacifism in the Jewish Tradition”, in War and Its Discontents: Pacifism and
Quietism in the Abrahamic Traditions, J. P. Burns (ed.) (Washington Georgetown: University
Press, 1996).

BuGa, loan, ,Personalitatea patriarhului Avraam oglindita in Epistolele Sfantului Apostol
Pavel,” ST 3-4 (1978).

BUTLER, John G., Abraham — The Father of the Jews (Clinton: LBC Publications, 1993).
CaLverT-Kovzis, Nancy Paul, Monotheism and the People of God: The Significance of
Abraham Traditions for Early Judaism and Christianity (London: T & T Clark International,
2004).

CARMIGNAG, J., ,,Le document de Qumran sur Melkisédeq,” Revue de Qumran 7 (1970).
CasiDAY, Augustine, ,The Call of God and the Response of Abraham: Perspectives from a
Fifth-Century Christian Debate”, in Abraham, the Nations, and the Hagarites: Jewish,
Christian, and Islamic Perspectives on the Kinship with Abraham, Martin Goodman et al.
(ed.) (Leiden: Brill, 2010).

CARrsTOIU, Justinian, ,Melchisedec, preotul-rege din Salem, prefigurare a Mantuitorului lisus
Hristos,” MMS 6 (1987).

CHIALDA, Mircea, Melchisedec, preot-rege din Salem (Caransebes, 1946).

CurrorD, Richard J. si MuRPHY, Roland E., ,Genesis”, in The New Jerome Biblical
Commentary, Raymond E. Brown (eds.) (London: Jeoffrey Chapman, 1990).

Cooy, A., ,,When is the Chosen People Called a géy,” Vetus Testamentum 14 (1964).

COHEN, Chaim, ,Genesis 14 — An Early Israelite Chronographic Source”, in The Biblical Canon
in Comparative Perspective, K. Lawson Younger et al. (eds.) (Lewiston: Edwin Mellen, 1991).
DAviLA, James R., ,Melchizedek, Michael, and War in Heaven,” Society of Biblical Literature
Seminar Paper 35 (1996).

de JONGE, M. si van der WOUDE, A. S., ,,11Q Melchizedek and the New Testament”, NTS 12
(1965-1966).

DELCOR, M., ,,Melchizedek from Genesis to the Qumran Texts and the Epistle to the Hebrews”, JSJ 2
(1971).

DIMANT, D. si KrRATZ, Reinhard G., Rewriting and interpreting the Hebrew Bible: The Biblical
patriarchs in the Light of the Dead Sea Scrolls (Berlin: De Gruyter, 2013).

22



DIRKS, J. F., The Abrahamic Faiths. Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Similarities and contrasts
(Beltswille, Amana Publication, 2005).

ELGAvISH, D., , The Encounter of Abraham and Melchizedek King of Salem: A Covenant
Establishing Ceremony”, in Studies in the Book of Genesis, A. Wénin (ed.) (Leuven:
University Press, 2001).

EMERTON, J. A., , The Site of Salem, the City of Melchizedek”, in J. A. EMERTON, Studies in
Pentateuch (Leiden: Brill, 1990).

EmMERTON, John A., ,Some Problems in Genesis XIV,” in Studies in the Pentateuch, John A.
EmMERTON (ed.) (Leiden: Brill, 1990).

EMERTON, John A., ,The Riddle of Genesis XIV,” Vetus Testamentum 21 (1971).

FEILER, Bruce, Abraham: A journey to the Heart of Three Faiths ( New York: William
Morrow, 2005);

FELDMAN, Louis H., ,Abraham the General in Josephus”, in Nourished with Peace: Studies in
Hellenistic Judaism in Memory of Samuel Sandmel, F. E. Greenspahn et al. (eds.) (Chico:
Scholars Press, 1984).

FEUILLET, Rene, ,,Abraham”, in Xavier LEON-DUFOUR, Vocabulaire de theologie biblique
(Paris: du Cerf, 1962).

FIRESTONE, R., ,Prophethood, Marriageable Consanguinity, and Text: The Problem of
Abraham and Sarah’s Kinship Relationship and the Response of Jewish and Islamic
Exegesis,” JQR 83 (1993).

FITzmYER, Joseph A., ,,Futher Light on Melchizedek from Qumran Cave 11,” JBL 66 (1967).
GOODMAN, L. E,. God of Abraham (Oxford: University Press, 1996).

GRANER@D, Gard, Abraham and Melchizedek. Scribal Activity of Second Temple Times in
Genesis 14 and Psalm 110 (Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 2010).

GRUNEBERG, K. N., Abraham, Blessing and the Nations: A Philological and Exegetical Study of Genesis
12:3in Its Narrative Context (Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 2003).

HavwarD, C. T. R., ,Abraham as proselytizer at Beer-Sheba in the Targums of the
Pentateuch,” JJS 49 (1998).

HAYwWARD, R., ,Shem, Melchizedek, and Concern with Christianity in the Pentateuchal
Targumim”, in Targumim and Cognate Studies, in Journal for the Study of the Old
Testament, Supplement Series 230, K. J. Cathcart si M. Maher (ed.), (Sheffield: University
Press, 1996).

HENDEL, R., Remembering Abraham: Culture, Memory and History in the Hebrew Bible
(Oxford: University Press, 2005).

HORTON JR., Fred L., The Melchizedek Tradition: A Critical Examination of the Sources to the
Fifth Century AD and in the Epistle to the Hebrews (Cambridge: University Press, 1976).
JAcQues, T. A. si van RUITEN, G. M., Abraham in the Book of Jubilees. The Rewriting of
Genesis 11:26—-25:10 in the Book of Jubilees 11:14-23:8 (Leiden: Brill, 2012).

23



JAcQuEes, T. A. si van RUITEN, G. M., ,,Abraham and the Nations in the Book of Jubilees”, in
Abraham, the Nations, and the Hagarites: Jewish, Christian, and Islamic Perspectives on the
Kinship with Abraham, Martin Goodman et al. (eds.) (Leiden: Brill, 2010).

KoBeLskl, P. J., Melchizedek and Melchiresa (Washington: The Catholic Biblical Association of
America, 1981).

LANZILLOTTA, Lautaro Roig, ,,«Come Aut of Your Country and Your Kinsfolk»: Abraham’s
Command and Ascent of the Soul in the Exegesis on the Soul (NHC Il, 6)”, in Abraham, the
Nations, and the Hagarites: Jewish, Christian, and Islamic Perspectives on the Kinship with
Abraham, Martin Goodman et al. (ed.) (Leiden: Brill, 2010).

MAKIELLO, Phoebe, ,Abraham and the Nations in the Works of Philo of Alexandria”, in
Abraham, the Nations, and the Hagarites: Jewish, Christian, and Islamic Perspectives on the
Kinship with Abraham, Martin Goodman et al. (eds.) (Leiden: Brill, 2010).

MARGALITH, O., ,The Riddle of Genesis 14 and Melchizedek,” Zeitschrift fur die
alttestamentliche Wissenschaft 112 (2000).

MATTHEWS, J. G., Melchizedek’s Alternative Priestly Order: A Compositional Analysis of
Genesis 14:18-20 and its Echoes Throughout the Tanak (Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 2013).
MATTHEWS, Victor H., ,,Abimelech”, in Anchor Bible Dictionary, vol. 1, D.N. Freedman (ed.)
(New York: Doubleday, 1992).

MCcNAMARA, M., ,Melchizedek: Gen 14, 17-20 in the Targums, in Rabbinic and Early
Christian Literature,” Biblica 81 (2000).

MILLER, P. D., ,,Syntax and Theology in Genesis Xll, 3a, ” Vetus Testamentum 34 (1984).
RoITMAN, Adolfo, ,The Traditions about Abraham’s Early Life in the Book of Judith (5:6-9)”, in Things

Revealed: Studies in Early Jewish and Christian Literature in Honor of Michael E. Stone, E.G. Chazon,
et al. (eds.) (Leiden: Brill, 2004).

Rook, J., ,The Names of the Wives from Adam to Abraham in the Book of Jubilees,” in
Journal for the Study of Pseudepigrapha 7 (1990).

RowLEey, H. H., ,,Melchizedek and Zadok (Gen 14 and Ps 110)”, in Festschrift Alfred Bertholet,
W. BAUMGARTEN et al (ed.) (Tlbingen: J. C. B. Mohr, 1950).

RowLey, H. H., ,,Melchizedek and Zadok (Gen. 14 and Ps. 110)” in Festschrift fiir Alfred
Bertholet zum 80. Geburtstag, Walter BAUMGARTNER (ed.) (Tlbingen: J.C.B. Mohr, 1950).
RULON-MILLER, M., ,Hagar: A Woman with an Attitude,” 1
Places, Perspectives, P. R. Davies si D.J. Clines (eds.) (Sheffield: University Press, 1998).

n The World of Genesis: Persons,

RyaD, Umar, Islamic Reformism and Christianity: A Critical Reading of the Works of
Muhammad Rashid Rida and His Associates (1898-1935) (Leiden: Brill, 2009).

SIMON, M., ,Melchisédech dans la polémique entre juifs et chrétiens et dans la légende,”
Revue d’Histoire et de Philosophie Religieuse 17 (1937).

24



Ska, J. L., ,LU'appel d’Abraham et l'acte de naissance d’lsraél: Genése 12, 1-4a”, in
Deuteronomy and Deuteronomic Literature: Festschrift C.H.W. Brekelmans, M. Vervenne si
J. Lust (ed.) (Leuven: Brill, 1997).

SPIECKERMANN, Hermann si CARR, David M., ,Abraham”, in Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its
Reception, vol. 1 (Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 2009)1.

STEMBERGER, Glnter, ,,Abraham. lll. Judaism. B. Rabbinic Judaism”, in Encyclopedia of the
Bible and Its Reception, vol. 1 (Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 2009).

TATU, Silviu, ,,Making Sense of Melkizedek (Genesis 14:18-20),” JES 1 (2014).

THoMPSON, T. L., The Historicity o the Patriarchal Narrative: The Quest for the Historical
Abraham (Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 1974).

THOMPSON, Thomas L., The Historicity of the Patriarchal Narratives: The Quest for the
Historical Abraham (Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 1974).

TOFANA, Stelian, ,,Melchisedec — prototip al arhieriei vesnice a lui lisus Hristos dupa Epistola
catre Evrei 7, 1-10,” MB 7-9 (1997).

TOFANA, Stelian, ,Superioritatea preotiei celei noi, «dupa randuiala lui Melchisedec», fata
de preotia Vechiului Legamant, dupa Epistola catre Evrei 7, 11-28,” AFTO 1 (1998).

TOFANA, Stelian, lisus Hristos Arhiereu vesnic dupd Epistola cdtre Evrei (Cluj-Napoca: Presa
Universitara Clujana, 2000).

ToNiAs, Demetrios E.. Abraham in the Writings of John Chrysostom (Minneapolis: Fortress
Press, 2014).

ToNiAs, Demetrios E.. Abraham in the Writings of John Chrysostom (Minneapolis: Fortress
Press, 2014).

TRIBLE, P., ,Omnious Beginnings for a Promise of Blessing,” in Hagar, Sarah, and Their Children:
Jewish, Christian, and Muslim Perspectives, Phyllis Trible si Letty M. Russell (eds.) (Louisville:
Westminster John Knox Press, 2006).

van SETERS, John, Abraham in History and Tradition (New Haven: Yale University Press,
1975).

VINCENT, L. H., ,,Abraham a Jérusalem,” Revue Biblique 58 (1951)

WACHOLDER, B. Z., ,,How Lond Did Abram Stay in Egypt? A Study in Hellenistic, Qumran, and
Rabbinic Chronology,” Hebrew Union College Annual 35 (1964).

WATCHMAN, Nee, The God of Abraham, Isaac & Jacob: The Promise of God, the Enjoyment of
Christ, & the Transformation of the Spirit (Anaheim: Livind Stream Ministry, 1995).
WENHAM, Gordon J., ,Genesis”, in Eerdmans Commntary on the Bible, James DUNN si John
W. Rogerson (eds.) (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2003).

WILSON, Marvin R., Our Father Abraham: Jewish Roots of the Christian Faith (Wm. B.
Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1990).

WINTER, P., ,Note on Salem-Jerusalem,” Novum Testamentum 2 (1957).

Woolkey, C. L., Abraham (New York: Scribner, 1936).

25



VII. Other books

* AHARONI, Y., The Land of the Bible: A Historical Geography (Philadelphia: The Westminster
Press, 1979).

*  ALBRIGHT, W. F., Yahweh and the Gods of Canaan (Garden City, 1969).

*  ARON, Robert si RAYMOND-WEIL, Simone, Histoire de Dieu, vol. 1 (Plon, 1973).

* BEAUCHAMP, Paul, Cincizeci de portrete biblice, ed. Claudiu Constantinescu (Bucuresti:
Cartier, 2001).

* BERLIN, Adele si BRETTLER, Marc Zvi (eds.), The Jewish Study Bible (Oxford: University Press,
2004).

* BOYARIN, Daniel, Dying for God: Martyrdom and the Making of Christianity and Judaism
(Stanford: University Press, 1999).

*  CAUSSE, A, Les plus vieux chants de la Bible (Paris: Alcan, 1926), 18.

*  CHIALDA, Mircea, Sacrificiile Vechiului Testament (Caransebes, 1941).

*  CHIRILA, loan, Fragmentarium exegetic filonian, vol. 1 (Cluj-Napoca: Limes, 2002).

* CRAIGIE, Peter C., The Problem of War in the Old Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1978).

* DIMANT, Devorah, , Between Qumran Sectarian and Non-Sectarian Texts: The Case of Belial
and Mastema”, in The Dead Sea Scrolls and Contemporary Culture, Adolfo D. Roitman et al.
(eds.) (Leiden: Brill, 2011).

* DONALDSON, T. L., Judaism and the Gentiles: Jewish Patterns of Universalism (to 135 CE)
(Waco: Baylor University Press, 2007).

* DORAN, R., ,Pseudo-Eupolemus”, in The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha, vol. 2, James H.
CHARLESWORTH (ed.) (Garden City: Doubleday, 1985).

*  DUMBRELL, W. J., Convenant and Creation (London, 1984).

* EVESON, Philip, Cartea originilor — Geneza explicata pe intelesul tuturor (Oradea: Faclia,
2005).

*  FiLpciuc, Alexandru, Adevdrul istoric al Genesei (intdia Carte a lui Moise) (Oradea, 1931).

*  FILLION, L-CL., Le Sainte Bible, Commente d’apres la Vulgate (Paris: Libraire Latouzey et
Ane, 1923).

* GINZBERG, Louis, The Legends of the Jews, ed. Henrietta Szold (Philadelphia: Jewish
Publication Society, 1909).

*  GRYPEOU, Emmanouela si SPURLING, Helen, The Book of Genesis in Late Antiquity. Encounters
between Jewish and Christian Exegesis (Leiden: Brill, 2013).

26



HALPERN-AMARU, B., The Empowerment of Women in the Book of Jubilees (Leiden: Brill,
1999).

HANsON, Paul D., ,War and Peace in the Hebrew Bible,” Interpretation 4 (1984).

HASTINGS, James, The Greater Men of the Bible (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1940).

HAYES, J. H. si MILLER, J. M., A History of Israel and Judah (London: SCM Press, 1986).
HoLLabay, C. R., Fragments from Hellenistic Jewish Authors, vol. 2 (Atlanta: Scholars Press,
1983).

HoRBURY, W., ,, The Aaronic Priesthood in the Epistle to the Hebrews,” Journal for the Study
of the New Testament 19 (1983).

JENKS, Gregory, C. The Origins and Early Development of the Antichrist Myth (Berlin: Walter
de Gruyter, 1990).

KaLLAl, Zacharia, ,,The Campaign of Chedarlaomer and Biblical Historiography”, in Zacharia
KALLAI, Biblical Historiography and Historical Geography: Collection of Studies (Frankfurt am
Main: Peter Lang, 1998).

KaNG, Sa-Moon, Divine War in the Old Testament and in the Ancient Near East (Berlin:
Walter de Gruyter, 1989).

KuGeL, James L., Traditions of the Bible: A Guide to the Bible as It Was at the Start of the
Common Era (Cambridge/London: Harvard University Press, 1998).

LADNER, Gerhart, The Idea of Reform: Its Impact on Christian Thought and Action in the Age
of the Fathers (Eugene: Wipf and Stock Publishers, 2004).

LAYTON, Scott C., Archaic Features of Canaanite Personal Names in the Hebrew Bible
(Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1990).

Lino, Millard C., Yahweh Is a Warrior: The Theology of Warfare in the Ancient Israel
(Scottdale: Herald Press, 1980).

LOICHITA, Vasile, Numirile biblice ale lui Dumnezeu si valoarea lor dogmaticd (Cernauti: 1927).
LOPUHIN, A. P., Istoria biblicd — Vechiul Testament |, ed. Patriarhul Nicodim (Bucuresti:
Tipografia Cartilor Bisericesti, 1944).

LumpkiN, Joseph B., The Books of Enoch: The Complete Volume Containing: 1 Enoch (The
Ethiopic Book of Enoch), 2 Enoch (The Slavonic Secrets of Enoch), 3 Enoch (The Hebrew Book
of Enoch), (Blountsville: Fifth Estate Publishers, 2009).

LURKER, Manfred, The Routledge Dictionary of Gods and Goddesses, Devils and Demons
(London: Routledge, 2004).

MACHIELA, Daniel A., The Dead Sea Genesis Apocryphon: A New Text and Translation and
Special Treatment of Columns 13-17, in ,,Studies on the Texts of the Desert of Judah”, vol.
79 (Leiden: Brill, 2009).

MAIMONIDES, Moses, The Guide of the Perplexed, ed. Chaim Rabin (Indianapolis: Hackett
Publishing Company, 1952).

27



MaALY, Eugene H., ,Introduction to the Pentateuch”, in The Jerome Biblical Commentary,
Raymond Brown et al. (eds.) (Englewood Cliffs: Prentice Hall, 1968).

MARTINEZ Florentino Garcia si TIGCHELAAR, Eibert J.C., The Dead Sea Scrolls — Study Edition
(Leiden: Brill, 1999).

MATSOUKAS, Nikos, Teologia dogmaticd si simbolicd, vol. 2, (Bucuresti: Bizantina, 2006).
McCRreg, W. T., ,, The Covenant Meal in the Old Testament,” JBL 26 (1925).

MiTcHELL, C. W., The Meaning of BRK, ,to bless” in the Old Testament (Atlanta: Scholars
Press, 1987).

MOORE, Herbert (ed.), The Treatise of Novatian on the Trinity (London: Society for
Promoting Christian Knowledge, 1919).

NEaGA, Nicolae, Hristos in Vechiul Testament. Insemndri pe marginea textelor mesianice (Sibiu:
Tipografia Arhidiecezana, 1944).

NEGOITA, Athanase, Istoria religiei Vechiului Testament (Bucuresti: Sofia, 2006), 44.

NeGcoITA, Athanasie, Teologia biblicd a Vechiului Testament (Bucuresti: Sofia, 1994).

NEUSNER, Jacob si SARAsON, Richard S., Tosefta, |. First Division: Zeraim (The Order of
Agriculture) (New York: KTAV Publishing, 1986).

NiDITCH, Susan, War in the Hebrew Bible. A Study in the Ethics of Violence (Oxford:
University Press, 1993).

NoTH, Martin, History of Israel (New York, 1960).

NOVATIAN, TheTrinity. The Spectacle. Jewish Foods. In Praise of Purity. Letters, in The Fathers
of the Church (New York: The Catholic University of America Press, 1974).

PALANQUE, J. R., Saint Ambroise et 'empire romain: Contribution a I'histoire des rapports de
I'église et de I'état a la fin du quatrieme siécle (Paris: Boccard, 1933).

PEARSON, B. A., Gnosticism, Judaism, and Egyptian Christianity (Minneapolis: Fortress Press,
1990).

RAPPAPORT, Angelo S., Histoire de la Palestine des origines jusqu'a nos jours, ed. Georges Roth
(Paris: Payot, 1932).

RoBINSON, James M. (ed.), The Coptic Gnostic Library: A Complete Edition of the Nag
Hammadi Codices, vol. I, (Leiden: Brill, 2000).

ROWLEY, H. H., The Biblical Doctrine of Election (London: Lutterworth, 1950).

ScotT, J. M., On Earth as in Heaven: The Restoration of Sacret Time and Sacred Space in the
Book of Jubilees (Leiden: Brill, 2005).

SEGAL, Michael, ,ldentifying Biblical Interpretation in Parabiblical Texts”, in The Dead Sea
Scrolls in Context: Integrating the Dead Sea Scrolls in the Study of Ancient Texts, Languages,
and Cultures, vol. 1, Armin LANGE, et al. (eds.) (Leiden: Brill, 2011).

SHEPKARU, Shmuel, Jewish Maryrs in the Pagan and Christian Worlds (Cambridge: University
Press, 2005).

28



* STERN, Menahem, Greek and Latin Authors on Jews and Judaism, vol. 2 (Jerusalem: The
Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities, 1980).

*  STUCKENBRUCK, Loren T., ,The Demonic World of the Dead Sea Scrolls”, in Evil and the Devil,
coll. Library of New Testament Studies, |da Frohlich si Erkki Koskenniemi (eds.) (London:
T&T Clark, 2013).

* The Sibylline Oraces. Books IlI-1V, ed. H.N. Bate (London: Society for Promoting Christian
Knowledge, 1918).

* VANDERKAM, James C. (ed.), The Book of the Jubilees, in Corpus Scriptorum Christianorum
Orientalium, 511 (Louvain: Peeters, 1989).

* von RAD, Gerhard, Holy War in Ancient Israel (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1991).

*  \WALLIS BUDGE, E. A., Babylonian Life and History (New York: Cosimo, 2005).

*  WELLHAUSEN, Julius, Prolegomena to the History of Israel (Cambridge: University Press,
2013).

* WIDENGREN, G., ,Royal Ideology and the Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs”, in Promise
and Fulfilment, F. F. BRuce (ed.) (Edinburgh, 1963).

* WILLIAMSON, Ronald, Jews in the Hellenistic World: Volume 1, Part 2: Philo (Cambridge:
University Press, 1989).

VIII. Other relevant articles

* DAy, A. E. si HARRISON, R. K., ,Camel”, in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, vol. 1,
G.W. Bromiley (ed.) (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000).

*  MURPHY, F. J., ,Retelling the Bible: Idolatry in Pseudo-Philo,” JBL 107 (1988).

* NEAGA, Nicolae, ,,Sfanta Treime in Vechiul Testament”, in MMS 1-2 (1960).

*  RIVIERE, J., , Trois cent dix-huit: un cas de symbolisme arithmétique ches saint Ambroise,”
Recherches de théologie ancienne et médiévale 6 (1934).

* ROSENBERG, R. A., ,The God Tsedeq”, Hebrew Union College Annual 36 (1965).

*  SEMEN,Petre, , Valoarea religios-morala a jertfelor Vechiului Testament,” MO 10-12 (1977).

*  SHERIDAN, M., , The Spiritual and Intelectual World of Early Egyptian Monasticism,” Copt 1
(2002).

*  SPEISER, E. A., ,,People and Nation of Israel:” JBL 79 (1960).

*  STANILOAE, Dumitru, ,Viata si scrierile lui Marcu Ascetul”, in Filocalia 1 (Bucuresti: IBMO,
2009).

* THOMPSON, J. W., ,The Conceptual Background and Purpose of the Midrash in Hebrews VII,”
Novum Testamentum 19 (1977).

* WISEMAN, D. J., ,Is It Peace? Covenand and Diplomacy,” Vetus Testamentum 32 (1982).

29



*  ZAKOVITCH, Yair, ,, The Exodus from Ur of the Chaldeans: A Chapter in Literary Archaeology”,
in Ki Baruch Hu: Ancient Near Eastern, Biblical, and Judaic Studies in Honor of Baruch A.
Levine, R. Chazan et al. (eds.) (Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1999).

30



