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1. Introduction. The History of the Folklore Archive of the Romanian Academy

The introductory part is a general description of the Archive and its history, with an emphasis on 

the personality of the founder, Ion Mușlea. 

1.1 Short History of the Folklore Archive of the Romanian Academy

In order to have a better understanding of the internal structure of the document corpuses from 

the Institute "Folklore Archive of the Romanian Academy", first I made a diachronic description 

of the different collections. One can identify four time periods in the evolution of the collections: 

the golden age of the archive (1930-1948), from the foundation up to 1948, when its founder, Ion 

Mușlea was no longer part of the institution; the rupture (1949-1964), starting with the “reform” of 

the old Romanian Academy into the People Republic of Romania; the third period (1964-1989), a 

time dedicated to the systematization of the documents gathered in the previous periods; the 

contemporary revival (1989 to present), a flourishing period of modernization.

1.2 Ion Muşlea and the Folklore Archive of the Romanian Academy

Ion Muşlea continues to be the most important figure from the history of the Archive. It is 

difficult to ignore his biography, if we want to have a correct presentation of the context in which 

the archive was founded and strengthen over its first two decades of existence. I focused on the 

biography details that cast a light on his first years as a researcher, when he had a study visit in 

Paris, during his Ph.D. studies, and on the later travels trough Northern and Central Europe, 

when he visited the folklore museums and archives for inspiration. I also tried to find the 

influences of his alternative role as a Director of the Cluj University Library in the management 
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of the Folklore Archive. 

2. The Structure and the Digitization of the Document Collections from the Folklore Archive 

of the Romanian Academy 

This chapter has a general introduction to digitization, the main trends and the options chosen 

for the digitization process. I explained how I applied the OAIS model to the particular case of 

the Archive, with a focus on the designated communities and the knowledge base. Further, I 

analyzed the differences between the analog and digital documents, explaining what is 

happening today while evolving to a post-digital era. After a part in which I evaluated five 

different solution for presenting the collections to the designated communities, I finished this 

chapter with a guide for installing a software on the cheapest platform currently available. 

2.1 Short History of the Analog and Digital Technologies

In this part I’m reviewing the evolution of digital technologies, from the humble analogue 

beginnings, like the Jacquard loom, to Babagge’s analytical and differential engines, Hollerith’s 

electrical tabulating machine, Vannevar Bush’s Memex, all the way to the historical context in 

which the Apple computers where first created and the influence of Steve Jobs in defining both 

the personal computer and the post-PC devices.

2.2 The Digitization. From analog to digital

This part defines the digitization as a transformation/transposition of the information from an 

analog format into a digital one and revisits the main moments when the analog technologies 

changed the course of media history. The digitization efforts are placed in the larger context of 

digital humanities, while giving a few examples: the first digital humanities project ever, the Index 

Thomisticus, but also exposing two more recent projects, an Italian and one from Cluj-Napoca.

2.3 Archived Memory - content and support

The relation between content and support evolved in two steps and it’s about to enter it’s third 

age. The metamorphosis applied to the archived memory nowadays is somewhere between the 

confluences of analogic, digital and post-digital. In this chapter I’m focusing on the relations 

between the content and the support for recording and replaying the information. The 

perspective is a technical one, focusing on the basic elements of a document as a territory of  

memory ant the archiving as a process applied to memory. One of the premisses is that all the 

documents are basically information encoded on a physical support. Starting from this, I 

identified three ages: the analog age., the digital age and the post-digital age.

During the first age, the analog way of imprinting the memory on the physical world is by leaving 

traces (handwriting or printing, impressing the celluloid or the magnetic tape). The information is 

deeply embedded into the support, creating an organic record. In the second age, trough digital 
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encoding, a rupture takes place between the content and the support. There is no more 

privileged original, as all the copies of a born digital document equally identical. The information 

becomes independent from the support, a document being perfectly replicable on a CD, HDD or 

memory stick. At last, in the post-digital age the information exist in a binary form, but the 

support becomes invisible and inaccessible. The documents are ethereal, kept in the clouds and 

accessible on post-PC devices. Those devices are defined today by the touch screens, but in the 

future new ways of accessing and interacting with the information will appear.

2.4 Creating the Digital Repository

The whole process of digitization has two main goals: to obtain a high quality digital copy of the 

original, the master copy, for long term preservation and to ease the access to the documents 

content. The first copy, the master, will be created using the best quality/time ratio offered by 

the available technologies and from this one working copies will be made for the day to day 

tasks. The digital repository would ideally become a Trusted Digital Repository by applying the 

OAIS principles. The most important ideas used in OAIS framework are the designated 

community (who are the people that need to have access to the repository) and the knowledge 

base (which are the minimum knowledge requirements in order to access and comprehend the 

content preserved). The digital repository will make the connection between the metadata and 

the digital files, but also will act according to the defined rules.

2.5 Case study: Installing Omeka on a Raspberry Pi for the Collection of Musical Folklore from 

Bihor by Traian Mârza

This is a detailed guide on installing the Omeka software on the Raspberry Pi platform via nginx 

webserver. After the installation I uploaded a fragment of the collection (over 1100 vocal songs 

recorded by Traian Mârza in Bihor region). This case study was realized in order to verify the 

viability of Raspberry Pi as a small memory box.

3. Long term preservation of documents from the Folklore Archive of the Romanian 

Academy 

In this chapter I described the steps necessary in order assure the long term preservation of the 

documents and the content from the Archive. The first part is dedicated to a general 

introduction to the technologies used in the history of the Archive for the recording, 

management and the public presentation of the results. The chapter continues with a census of 

the main document collections from the Archive and an evaluation of the time and digital space 

necessary for the digitization of the Archive. A short analysis of the general context in which the 

digitization projects can take place is followed by a general description of the european context  

for preservation and access to the digital information, with a focus on the copyright legal 
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framework.

3.1 Older and Newer Tools Used in the Folklore Archive of the Romanian Academy

The Archive owns documents saved on a variety of supports. The information was used for 

research mainly, but also for the systematization of the collections and the public presentation of 

the research results.

3.2 The Census of the Collections from the Folklore Archive of the Romanian Academy

I made a general census of the collections from the Archive, trying to evaluate the working hours 

and the space on disk necessary for digitizing the main collections. For digitizing the Ion Mușlea 

collection, Literary Auxiliary Collection, Musical Auxiliary Collection, Papahagi Photo Collection, 

Sayings Cards collection, The Motifs Index of the Romanian Popular Lyricism, The Index Cards 

of Villages with Ethnographic Records, The Riddles Collection, The Index Folklore Genres and 

Species, The Saxon Lyricism Collection, Photos with descriptions, Video VHS Collection. The 

amount of disk space necessary for the digitization of all the above fonds is 22 TB. The time to 

complete the digitization is 4 and a half years, for a full time position. 

3.3 The Evolution of Technology and the Planing of Long Term Preservation of Artifacts

In this part I tried to depict a larger context for the way in which the technology evolves, starting 

from the Kevin Kelly’s volume “What Technology Wants?” and by giving examples of long term 

planing from the perspective of reverse archeology: the Rossetta Disk and the Global Seed 

Vault from Svalbard.

3.4 europeana.eu: Browsing Trough the Constitutive Documents and the Copyright Issue

Europeana is one of the most ambitious European cultural projects, with a major impact on the 

digitization and the access to digital information. Europeana puts the light on the legal issues 

that arise when you plan a unique access point to the digital cultural heritage from the European 

countries. In this part I detailed the initial planing of the project and the legal challenges that 

followed.

4. Sketches for Developing a Long Term Preservation System for the Folklore Archive of the 

Romanian Academy

In this last chapter I’m describing the future roles of the Archive, in a larger context, apart from 

the research one. In the first part of the chapter I’m analyzing the role of the archives and the 

political and ideological influences on the culture and society. The institutions like CNSAS and 

the initiatives like Wikileaks are trying to reveal publicly the documents from a difficult recent 

history. The efforts to rebuild the documents, using digital technologies, from the former STASI 
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and the openness of the Budapest Open Society Archive are examples of good practice. After a 

section dedicate to the role of the digital documents in the preservation of memory, I’m applying 

a SWOT analysis to the Folklore Archive of the Romanian Academy and I’m offering a few 

solution to strengthen the weak points and to avoid the identified threats. In Conclusions I’m 

offering a unique suggestion to the problem of long term digital preservation, by building an 

open source network of small memory boxes in the villages where the documents were 

recorded.

4.1 The Archives and the Society 

The relation between the archives, history and political power is a complicated one, right from 

the beginning of the modern archives from France. The tension between the need of the 

politicians to present a convenable history and the raw information from the records is too often 

resolved by either publishing or hiding certain documents. Sometimes the archives are used as 

weapons, in totalitarian states, for influencing of both the macro-social evolution, but also certain 

individuals to act against their free will. Only by opening those archives publicly it is possible to 

start the process of making peace with the past. CNSAS, WikiLeaks, ex-STASI archive or Open 

Society Archives are just a few of the initiatives that are trying to reach the goal of bringing to 

light the dark archives. 

4.2 Conclusions

In the conclusions I’m applying a SWOT analysis to the Folklore Archive situation and I’m 

emphasizing the possibilities to open the collections to a wider audience. One of the possible 

solution could be the creation of a parallel non-profit entity that could help capture the public 

attention more often. Creating small memory boxes to be returned in the villages where the 

records were taken, as a solution specific to the folklore archives, for revigorating the immaterial 

cultural heritage is one of the most interesting outcome that could follow this paper.
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