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Doctor’s thesis “Romanian trade within 1848 — 1948. Guilds. Corporations.
Trades* presents a retrospection of craftsmen and small industry evolution in the villages
and towns from Transylvania within a large macroeconomic background and between the
years 1848 — 1948. The research focussed on the complexity of economic world in which
the small trade and craftsman have been trained within the context created by the realities
and economic trends of the time and under the impact of the industrial revolution.

The consideration conceived upon the multidisciplinary foundation approaches in
full the determinations and connections between economy, statistics, sociology,
ethnography, politics, education, cultural and social life and leisure, political and
economic ideologies and doctrines being a reconstitution of the past for a social category
in full progress of historic development. To achieve the scientific construction,
descriptive, comparative and argumentative methods have been used with special interest
in the research of trades’ state in Transylvania, as an integral part of the political body
particular to different historical moments, the consideration line imposing itself upon the
chronologic-logic historical criterion, without, on one side, passing over the adequate
approach of the problems studied, and in a scientific context due to the complexity of the
outdoors impacts over the trade world .

The documentary material at our disposal, allowed us to systemize the research and
a scientific approach, the primary historical sources, the publicity of the epoch and the
completion of such information with additional bibliographical sources, volumes and
scientific/critical studies mainly those published in the epoch but some newly published,
too, gave us the opportunity and satisfaction for the reconstitution in an objective way of
the image of an economic world marked by political, legislative and social influences,
evolution directions, complete changes caused by the historical events, by the assemble of
phenomena specific to the geographical and temporary space under their cause-effect

report, at the same time an equidistant approach of historical information respecting the



values of all elements that caused changes (political orientations, forces, tendencies,
ideological influences, legislation, economic relations between social categories and
environments, personalities, etc.) that self-governed within a procedural development
context. The cultural goods from the patrimony of some museums allowed us to complete
such information in a substantial way, clearing up a lot of important issues in connection
with the village and town trades from Transylvania.

The historiography of XIX — XX centuries and the post-communist one, showed an
inclination for this field of national economy, general and very well documented studies
being given by authors like Victor Axenciuc, Gheorghe Popescu, Samuil Goldenberg,
George N. Leon, I.N. Angelescu, Veress Endre, Stefan Pascu, but other authors, too, who
stopped over some monographs and case studies, rich being also the old contributions
signed by loan Slavici, Virgil N. Madgearu, Vasile C. Osvada, Nicolae Ghiulea and so on.
As most of the studies stopped over aspects connected to work within the Romanian
Carpathian area , and in what Transylvania is concerned, here and there appeared papers
with monograph character that made us pay attention to the preoccupations in connection
with trades within this geographic area, either they were practised in subsidiary or as a
main profession, completing this cliché of trades theme starting from the specificity made
conditional on the political and economic context and considering the ideological and
cultural influences that penetrated from the West to the Carpathian area. Given the fact
that the economic history represents an insufficient debated part by the Romanian
contemporary historiography within the context of approach attempts at a synthetic level
of information with historic and economic character, and mainly those referring to the
trades history with specific organizational forms: domestic industry, craftsmen, guilds,
industrial corporations, manufactures, factories, stated for us the reason to choose this
theme for research that wants to be an acquaintance with the history of the Romanians
under this aspect, too, on one side, and the possibility to integrate it in the history of

Europe, on the other side .

The doctor’s thesis structured on 8 chapters succeeded to put together disconnected
information, to bring to light historical realities, concerns and wishes, achievements and
expectations, their internal, hidden character, less perceptible, penetrating the external
limits of the facts and phenomena in order to understand their essence and manifestations
determined by factors such as: historical moment, geographic position, living

environment, older or more recent external and internal influences, economic and social



and political doctrines, moral and religious aspects, all such elements in interdependence

and making an organized whole that creates the image of a whole .

In the first chapter entitled “Trade preoccupations in the Romanian area (1848-
1918)*“ have been shown in comparison with other professional communities from the
western Europe, the state of trades and their forms of organization, the diversity of
occupations practised in the rural and urban world, the intimacy of labour relations and of
their solidarity and communion character. In what the problem of the emancipation of the
craftsman peasant is concerned, it passes from the stage of practising a natural economy
towards the barter economy, fact that even determined him to take the decision of leaving

the native village for integrating himself in the urban economic world .

The second chapter of the paper entitled “Political and economical aspects in
Transylvania (1848 — 1918)“ introduces the legislative regulations specific to the
coordination of actions in the industrial field, mainly those legal norms applicable to the
small production, and the new economic and school strategies after the Austro-Hungarian
dual system had been installed. Quite a great space was allocated to the study of small
production organization in Transylvania, namely to the guild and craftsmen corporation as
association forms with social and economic functions. The results of the study referring to
the category of Romanian craftsmen in the XIX-th century revealed their stage of
development, forms of supporting the economic emancipation of the Romanians from
Transylvania, to perceive their intimacy in order to reflect the physiognomy of the

spiritual life and of the recreation activities organized for such purpose.

The third chapter “ History of guilds from the Transylvanian region. Before and
after 1918 ...” studied the guild as an incipient and stable form of social and economic
organization of urban trades, introduced in Transylvania through the Saxons living in
Transylvania, exponents of Western influence. In time, through their practises, the guilds
gave up the democratic idea upon which they had been founded and it was more than once
that they had been accused of monopolist and hegemony intentions as they managed local
production, established the quality standard of products, the number of skilled workers and
apprentices, work time, etc ., sharing for a long time, political, military, social roles, not
only important economic ones, in the urban life. The guild was a model of organization

specific to the type of mediaeval economy that was maintained in Transylvania till the end



of the XIX-th century. The competition of masters in the villages, the technical impetus,
the appearance of new organization forms for labour (manufacture, factory), the adoption
of new economic and political concepts by the states with a high level of development, the
new ideologies of socialist origin, created as much internal concerns that finally brought
about the decay and loss of guild organizations, in a legislative way (1872 , Transylvania),
at the same time with their transformation in industrial corporations and associations. The
rivals of the guild workshop became the manufacture and the factories in the historic stage
of development for the capitalist industry, the mechanization determining the use of a

technical system that was to replace the exclusively manual labour up to that time.

In the fourth chapter entitled “Craftsmen and trade* was shown the fate of
craftsmen after the legislative reorganizations and the commercial conventions, being
mainly analysed the consequences of the Free trade Convention between Austro-Hungary
and Romania signed for ten years, in 1875. The craftsmen from Transylvania had also to
face new situations in the last decades of the XIX th century and the beginning of the next
century within the context of the new international relations at the same time with the
penetration of goods from the Austro-Hungarian Empire in the world market . All this
time, the easing of the political situation and the freedom of labour, allowed the
orientation towards trades of industrial type also for the Romanian ethnic category that
now had the mission to assert itself in this field and to join the middle class, its evolution
being coordinated and supervised both by the state bodies and by the Romanian high
society that found out a minimum progress, but not an inexistent one, on condition that the
negative effects of the border war with Romania brought about both bankruptcy for some
small factories and the decay of some old trades. The competition of some economic
business operators, in fact a characteristic feature of the capitalist economy, the increase of
literacy level for the population, the creation of an elite category, the dissemination on a
larger scale of information and culture, the diversified offer of consumer goods, the
structuring of social categories with tastes and demands “in fashion* were helped by
media and its large area of spreading, so that the craftsmen and traders appeal to daily
media to raise the public interest in goods and services offered, making publicity for them,

this being also an economic, commercial activity.

The fifth chapter: “Associations, partnerships, assemblies* observed the progress

registered by the Romanians of the forty-eighth generation and those over which it had a



direct acting, the social factor, the community feeling and of partnership strengthening the
Romanian ethnic element. The network of cultural and national companies had the great
merit of fighting for economic and cultural independence, but it is also interesting the way
how the Romanian world understood the message transmitted and joined such goals based
on solidarity and mutual understanding spirit, in fact specific to communities that got less
advantage from the political, juridical, economic, social point of view, and so on. It has
also been surprised the physiognomy of spiritual life and of the recreation activities

specific to the craftsmen’s world.

In the sixth chapter “Cooperative. Its impact over the craftsmen* there have been
sketched the new practises and trends of the XIX th century both under the aspect of the
collective organization forms of labour as well as in accordance with social and economic
interests of the categories of workers, once with the increase of their number appearing
reforming manifestations inside the capitalist system or reactions against it. Capitalism
increased labour division and focussed it in a single labour space (the factory) leaving free
the way to the commercial capital, the cooperative movement having in view to eliminate
the intermediary trader, banker/money lender, and employer, the purpose of such
companies being that of cheaply procuring the needed resources for living by setting up
meetings for advance and credit, meetings that supplied the raw materials, meetings for
shops, companies for common production, consumption meetings, meetings for houses,
companies for mutual insurance, while the socialist movement distinguished itself from
the cooperative society by the fact that in cooperation the worker asked only from himself
and in the socialist society it was said that he asked everything only from state. When
speaking about the cooperative movement from the XI1X th century, we also spoke about

socialism as they came into contact or were in conflict with one another.

In the seventh chapter: “The future of trade in Great Romania (1918 — 1940) had
in view the economic evolution of interwar Romania being shown the preoccupations that
followed the political union in economic integration and unification of the joined
provinces. Being followed the interests of industrialization, the focus was set upon the
development of large and medium industry, although the small industry and the trades
were looking to increase productivity through technical endowment, by keeping up with
the large industry not to lose in front of competition appealing both to the consumers help

and by maintaining the position in the competitive environment, to daily media or other



forms of advertisement, they lost State interest, except some of them due to some
international legislative norms regarding the labour law or by financial support (as it was)
offered by the National Company for Industrial Credit or other institutions specialized in
industrial credit. In the context of the major importance given to industry, being practised
at an increased standard, in order to replace the foreign specialists and to protect local
workers, the vision over the exercise of trades was changed, the State imposing a certain
degree of specialization for the workers and assuming their training in vocational schools
of different levels, offering them accommodation and recreation spaces.

The research ends with chapter 8 “The future of trades and industries during the
war and afterwards ...(1940 — 1948) analysing the years of war and the second half of the
fifth decade that were under the sign of legislative changes, consequences of war and
economic restoration afterwards. The new economic trends and practices after March
1945, the interest of the new political regime in the future economic development lines
and given priorities, the main steps taken had in view the major social categories from
Romania. In legislation were noticed moments of important changes through the land
reform, the nationalization of the National Bank, the monetary reform, the nationalization
of the main production means that brought about also disservices to the great land or
industrial owners, the goal being to gain masses’ electoral adherence and support for

taking over and then consolidate the power of the single party.

Thus, the interdependence between economic and politic has as a binding element
the productive factor, the welfare created through work and material production.
Following the line of the main ideas we get to the conclusion, otherwise known as the
“spiral® evolution or the repeatability of historical events at different levels is perfectly
valid.

To achieve this historical cliché, we tried to emphasize certain phenomena based
on the cause-effect relation, hidden feelings surprised beyond their factual character,
concerns and preoccupations, stated or implied goals, in other words, the penetration in the
intimacy of a world with preoccupations in connection with work passing the level of pure

statistic approach.
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