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The Research Objectives
| started to write this thesis as an impulsive reaction regarding the mass-media attack
against teaching Religion in Romanian highschools, in 2008. The initial plan was to start an
apologetic thesis but, during the research work | did, my plan suffered a kind of
transformation. The reason of this transformation was clearly the fact that | started teaching
Religion in a highschool, so | could take the pulse from inside the system, not only as an

external observer.

This way, | noticed that one of the biggest problems of teaching Religion subsists in
the incognizance of its status in the academic plan of pre-university educational system (some
people still believe that Religion is an optional discipline). Also, many people do not know the
aim, the objectives and the competences proposed by this discipline.

As a synthesis, my intention was to show what the mission of religious education is,

and what are its major objectives.

1. To define the mission of religious education and to identify its major objectives

This first objective wants to be an elegant alternative answer to the undeserved “slap”
that the Church (regardless of confession) has received by being accused of religious

indoctrination.

The mission of religious education is to introduce, to allow pupils to meet God. This
first step is essential because the pupils can accept or not the idea of a personal God. But we
have to bring transcendental cognition into the pupils’ acquaintance range. They have to know
(at least in theory) some elementary notions about God and about His relationship with the
entire creation. Even if later the pupils choose not to believe, at least they will have made this

decision constiously, with an informed consent.

Another aspect regarding the mission of religious education consists in the following:

to propose a set of values and moral attitudes as an alternative to the current values proposed
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by the postmodern era. I insist on the following term: to propose, because in this case we are
talking about a free election of our pupils, as well. | propose a rhetoric question to the ones
that are fighting against teaching Religion in our schools: do you think that the following
terms from the Religion curriculum are injuring pupils’ personality? The terms are:
developing respect, manifesting respect, the assumption of own religious identity,
responsibility, understanding, thoroughness, throughness of knowledge, assumption of
ethnics, religious and cultural tolerance. These are the values and the atitudes that are

proposed by teaching Religion in our schools.

I made a synthesis of the major objectives of religious education, which | grouped in

four elements, elements that can be also named as missionary imperatives:

o Transmitting the sentiment of God'’s reality: ,,God is” - The Enhancement of

Knowing God
e Being aware that we belong to an Ecclesial Body (,, The Churchiis...”)

e Understanding the necessity of a permanent intellectual and spiritual progress,

by self-knowledge (¢, 1 am...”)

e Highlighting the idea that faith means “integrality” (faith does not represent

an isolated compartiment; it engages the entire person and the entire life)

2. To indicate religious education as the field of putting in practice the premises of the

Christian mission.

The second objective of this thesis is to show the overlapping of the religious
education plan and the mission of the Church, by complementarity. The premises of the
mission of the Church are naturally settled into the field of action of religious education,
starting from the actualization of proclaiming the Gospel, culminating with the application in
practice of the teachings revealed into participation at the liturgical life of the Church.

3. To put a theological foundation of the educative act based on the Old and the New

Testament biblical arguments and also based on the patristic literature

The third objective of this thesis is to show that the intrinsic educative act has a divine
origin. Not only the writings of the Old and the New Testament but also the patristic literature

are aiming at an educative goal: the human evolution from the image of God to God’s



likeness. This evolution is based on knowing the divine law and the assuption of this law into

our lives, but into a synergical work, under the favour of the Holy Spirit.

4. To prove the congruence between modern pedagogy and Christian religion

Assuming that the Christian religion does not repressent an insularism, a “closed in
itself” religion, a “retrogadation in the Middle Ages” but a permanent actualization of the bi-
millenary Tradition of the Church and a continuous opening into world, | consider that
Religion can and must be taught respecting the principles of modern pedagogy, using modern,

activising didactic methods as well as last generation educative resources.

If we are analysing the principles of modern pedagogy we will find a lot of strong
veins with the principles of the Christian teachings, which are still universally available and
eternally up-to-date. The main principles of the modern pedagogy can be found into a
simplified form and, of course, without the actual naming in the roots of divine revelation, in

the scripturistic and patristic literature.

5. To indicate some guidelines for missionary-educational praxis by age groups
The fifth objective of this thesis is to bring some suggestions regarding the
accomodation of the didactic-missionary enterprise to the real level of assimilation that is
caracterizing different stages of psychogenetic development. | deduced those suggestions by a
critical analyse of the religious curriculum from Romanian schools, starting with the
preschool education, continuing with the primary and gymnasium level and culminated with

the highschool level.

6. To present the actual misionary strategies at a national, parish and personal level,
strategies that are reflecting the role and the sense of religious education in

Romanian schools.

The last objective | proposed is to highlight the actions that are coordinated and
implemented by the Church at national level regarding the social involvement of the Church.
Starting with the activities that are stipulated in the collaboration protocol between schools
and parishes, continuing with the missionary-philantropic actions organized by pupils from

the catechization groups in parishes, with the cultural programs that are aiming to conserve



and to perpetuate the ancestral Christian traditions but also with the national campaign of
preventing pupils to abandon school, the Church represents an active social factor,

permanently connected to our Romanian society’s real and actual needs.

To achieve the proposed objectives, | structured the thesis in this manner:

Chapter 1 - Christ as Teacher and Prophet

The first chapter represents the dogmatic foundation of the teaching activity of the
Church realized through religious education. This kind of education has the vocation to
present Christ to pupils as the Redeemer; it actually represents our participation in the
teaching ministry of Christ.

The Church participates to the triple ministry of Christ by receiving the teaching, the
sacrifice and the rule of Christ and then again, the Church is teaching, is devoting itself and it

rules the world towards the Kingdom of God.

Christ the Redeemer represents the fundamental norm, the existential paradigm from
whose actions the real Christians should get inspired, Christ representing the supreme
teaching and formative model. He adapted His speech by the nature of His audience, being a
generator of principles that are eternally available for the Christian religious education. Christ
is identifying Himself in His teaching, so any Christian pedagogue should also identify with

his doctrine.

Chapter 2 - The Transmission of the True Faith through the Holy Scripture and the
Holy Tradition, in Church

The Old Testament writings could be considered a guidance to transmit the real faith;
by reading the Old Testament books we will see that the aim of education is to achieve the

wisdom, the capacity to understand God’s will and to accord our life to His will.

The New Testament writings are rounding The Old Testament writings from the
pedagogical point of view because Christ brings the supreme law of love instead the rigid

authority of the Mosaic Law.

We can see some educational coordinates both from the public activity of Christ and
from the epistolar writings of the apostles destined to the Christian comunities they had

created.
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The patristic literature brings us into focus a kind of education that addresses the
human being in his integrality: body and soul. They focus on the education of the five senses
and by educating the free will. As the educational ideal, the Fathers of the Church are
showing the acquire of the virtue, by our personal, systematic effort in collaboration with the

Holy Spirit.

Chapter 3 - The Religious Education — integral part of the Mission of the Church in the
World

This chapter presents the correspondences between religious education and the
premises of the mission of the Church in world. We can make a synthesis of those
corespondences as it follows: religious education represents an anchorage of proclaiming the
Gospel in actuality; we can find the transmission of the true faith by teaching the Creed both
as a fundamental and as a freestanding lesson; the transmission of the Holy Tradition comes
to complete the religious knowledges from gymnasium and highschool; inculturating the
Gospel has its corespondence in some lessons from highschool, where the Gospel is presented
as a major force of generating culture; the world and its situation are treated in the Religion
class both from the human social relationship and the human relationship with the entire
Creation (Christian ecology lessons). Proclaiming Good News to the Poor together with the
integrality of the Christianity reveal us the aim of education: to bring freedom to the human
being; the next premise, Mission as building “The Body of Christ” — The Church is
accomplished by the permanent guidance and advice that teaching Religion brings: to achieve
the Sacrament of Holy Communion; the team work of the Religion teacher with the priest
brings to the achievement of the next premise, Liturgy and Mission; mission and parish
community has an important supporting point into religious education by making the pupils to
be aware that they are part of a parish community and that they have to be actively involved
in its actions, in the life of the Church. The Laity Apostolate and Testimony through the Life’s
Holiness should be a mirror of the Religion teacher’s activity; the perfection of the religious

education activity can be felt, experienced in the liturgical dimension of the mission.

Chapter 4 -To Know the Psychogenic Development Stages of the Pupils as Premise of

Resizing the Mission of the Church through Religious Education

This chapter presents the main characteristics of psychogenic development stages of
the pupils. On this line, | analized the research of some prestigious psychologists (Jean Piaget,
11



Lawrence Kohlberg, Fritz Oser, Paul Gminder, Louis Ridez), both psychogenic cognitive

stages and psychogenic moral stages perspective.

This presentation of the development stages represents a necessity because it is a norm
for the next chapter, where each educational objective and each educational competence will
be filtered by its capacity to be aprehended and assumed by the pupils by the intelectual and

moral point of view.

Chapter 5 —To Reshape The Mission of The Church through Religious Education based
on age groups

The last chapter of this thesis represents a detailed and critical analysis
(“anatomisation”) of the Romanian Orthodox Religion currriculum, starting with the
prescholar level and ending with the highscool level. During this analyse |1 tried to see if the
contents (the lessons) are correlated with the maximum capacity of understanding that pupils
are having in different age groups. As method of work I chose to analyze the general and
specific objectives (in the primary school) and the general and specific competences (in
gymnasyum an highschool), starting with the preparatory group (Grade) and ending with the
12" Grade.

Critical appreciations are not missing, either.

Some of the competences are not clearly formulated; some expressions have no
coherence and they are very ambiguous. In those situations, | proposed an alternative version
to formulate the competence. | also tried to make some methodical suggestions at each lesson,

so the Religion teachers could adapt their instructive and educative enterprise.
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