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The works of memoir literature inform us about the implementation of the official 

regulations in everyday life and, more than that, they reflect the acceptance or rejection of the 

measures taken towards integration and unification, revealing various aspects of the attitudes and 

mentalities expressed in this process of transition and transformation. Information will attain its 

real value only by corroboration with other sources, with accurate data and information, and it is 

the role of source criticism to do that. In the present study, we aimed to examine how the 

integration and unification of the territories are reflected in the works of the Romanian 

memoirists, whether they were national leaders directly involved in the events or representatives 

of the intellectual elite and of the peasant world.  

One of the attractive historical sources that can fully assist with the research of a 

particular historical period is represented by memoirs. This type of document is far from 

objective, first of all because some of the memoirs are very close to literature, relinquishing part 

of the truth or of the accuracy for the sake of artistic impression. Still, even where a presentation 

intends to get as close as possible to the truth line of experiences, the text cannot escape 

subjective influences, as memories are eminently documents that are built around the person who 

writes them. Although this lack of objectivity may be an obstacle to historical research, it is 

nonetheless helpful in outlining ideas, attitudes, the specific style of a certain period, or 

subjective realities that we are equally interested in today, because only in this way can we aspire 

to a complete history.  

This study does not intend to treat the events that took place after World War because 

they have been widely discussed by generations of historians; instead, it wishes to reveal how the 

Union of 1 December 1918 has remained entrenched in the Romanians’ memory. To highlight 

this, we intend to portray and analyse the events held before and after the Great National 

Assembly of Alba Iulia, as they appear in memory of those present at the events, but also of 

those who were told about the union.  

The thesis is divided into five chapters. The first chapter subjects to attention the role of 

memory and memoirs, because the attempt to retrieve memory and properly define it has 

remained a constant interest of historiography, enabling the historical undertaking to be as in-

depth and as close to the truth as possible. In the second chapter, we have tried to present the 
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interest that the union engendered in history, because Romania’s participation in World War I 

and the achievement of the Great Union were and are the subjects of a vast literature, with a 

series of studies, articles, papers that discuss and analyse different aspects of the period, or works 

of memoirs. The volumes and collections of volumes that have been edited illustrate both the 

Romanians’ participation in the war for the completion of our nation, and the final stage of the 

struggle for national unity. In addition to these volumes, we should mention a series of studies 

and articles with scientific documentary value, which together contribute to acquiring knowledge 

about and understanding our past.  

The substantial chapter dedicated to the memoirs of 1918 is broken down into four 

subchapters, the first of these being dedicated to the leaders of the national movement. The 

memoirs that reflect the process of accomplishing national unity express the profound aspirations 

of their authors and, besides their intrinsic value, they round off the overall picture of the period, 

the people of the society. Starting from the memoirs of the 1848 Revolutionaries and continuing 

with those of the participants in the Great Union of 1918, one can notice a common point, 

namely the assumption of the fact that action must be taken, the determination to validate the 

historical and pedagogical significance of time, the argument that the knowledge and 

acknowledgment of the past, of history leads to an awakening of the collective consciousness 

and becomes part of the national consciousness. In order to cover as many significant points and 

details concerning the course of the events, argumented and reinforced by the documents these 

memoirs contain, we paid special attention to this chapter, dedicating thus a larger space to the 

national leaders, among whom mention should be made of: George Pop de Băseşti, Ştefan Cicio 

Pop, Iuliu Maniu, Alexandru Vaida-Voevod, Onisifor Ghibu, Cardinal Iuliu Hossu, Enea 

Grapini, Aurel Cosma, Vasile Goldiş, etc. 

We continued our efforts with the illustration of the memoirs of the intellectual elite, 

whose members were also present among the participants in Alba Iulia, an elite represented by 

writers, lawyers, military and political figures such as: Octavian Goga, Ilie Lazăr, Victor 

Moldovan, Aurel Cosma Jr. Another chapter examined here presents the memories of a social 

stratum including priests, canons, elementary teachers, teachers, peasants, in other words, the 

village world. The priests in the Romanian Transylvanian villages were the true propagators of 

the union, definitively contributing to the Romanian culture and civilization. Memory has 
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retained the image of the priest who was concerned with recording in a journal or register the 

important moments of the community, with a view to preserving them for posterity.  

The final subchapter is dedicated to intermediated memories, of the descendants of those 

who were present in Alba Iulia in 1918 or who were involved in organizing the Great Assembly: 

heirs, sons and grandsons. Wishing to illustrate as eloquently as possible the atmosphere of the 

period, the vocabulary from the beginning of the century with its specific perfume and colour, 

we resorted to highlighting them through quotations, leaving the text to speak directly to the 

readers, who can pass the recounted impressions through their own value and knowledge filter.  

The fourth chapter deals with the commemorative practices of the interwar period. One of 

the many traditions of our people is the celebration of various events in his history. Throughout 

time, these celebrations have occasioned the enthusiastic expression of the feelings of the 

Romanian people’ national unity across its entire territory and outside the country. After World 

War I, the most important moment in Romania’s history, a time that was as natural as it was 

necessary, was the union of December 1918. The euphoria and excitement of the days from the 

end of 1918, the fulfilment of a holy and so much awaited desideratum made this moment 

represent an extremely important point of reference for all Romanians, an event that would 

always remain in their memory, thus being recollected consistently and reverently.  

The last chapter of the study tries to capture the manner in which the memory of the 

union was reflected in communism. The theme of Transylvania’s union with Romania had a 

sinuous trajectory in the post-1944 period, with radical changes of perspective. While up until 

1945, the Great Union represented the key point of the Romanian national edifice, reflected in 

the historiography of the time, after this year the theme was marginalized, the tendency being 

either to ban it or to alter its meaning. There was a relaxation of power and a manifestation of 

interest in the subject of the Union through the legitimation of the national issue, even though the 

national values were subordinated and integrated within the communist ideology. Placed aside 

after 1945, this theme experienced a sharp rebound in 1968, when the communists took this 

anniversary and used it in their favour to justify the communist doctrine; the 1970s-80s 

witnessed an exacerbation of the theme.  

The dissertation is based on research conducted in the existing funds of documents from 

the National Archives in Bistriţa-Năsăud, Sălaj, Suceava, as well as in the funds of the “Lucian 

Blaga” Central University Library in Cluj-Napoca, the Academy Library in Bucharest, 
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containing mostly published works but also unpublished texts, as well as specialized documents 

and bibliography, the press and, of course, memoirs.  

It is indisputable that narrative sources nuance and complete with many details the 

information from sources of another nature. Among these, memoir writings represent the sources 

that give the most life and colour to the information because they offer accounts of events that 

are contemporary with their authors, which they either attended or discovered by living at the 

time. The importance of memoir literature is also given by the fact that it presents the same 

historical reality, but under different aspects, from the point of view of writers who come from 

various social strata, with varied life experiences, with a diverse cultural background, as well as 

with particular perceptions and sensitivities or with a greater or lesser power to evoke events. 

They all complement and validate one another, together contributing to creating an image of 

events of the year 1918 that is as truthful as possible.  

The records in the literature of testimonies do not evaluate and do not analyse the facts, 

because this is the task of historiography, but according to their nature, the events are recorded in 

the way that the author sees them or is informed about them. This aspect of memoirs contributes 

to deepening and refining the information from other sources, but also provides a reflection on 

the mentality of the author and the society of the time. The testimonies in these memoirs are the 

reference point; they confirm that the democratic sense and spirit of the assembly of Alba Iulia 

from 1 December 1918 cannot be downplayed or reinterpreted, regardless of the arguments. 

They all converge to convince that each written page dedicated to the event was not a hazard in 

history, but was supported by the crowds, their enthusiasm and energy that definitively changed 

the destiny of the Romanian people. What transpires from the memories is thirst for freedom, the 

Romanians’ desire and willingness to rule themselves. The memoirs dedicated to the union of 

1918 strong emphasize the loyalty, perseverance and consistency of their national political ideal. 

Many a time we quoted excerpts from those texts in an attempt to bring the perfume of that 

epoch into contemporaneity, an epoch that was highly charged with the patriotic feeling and the 

pride of being Romanian, a feeling that almost a century later has fallen into disuse, 

unfortunately reaching even the opposite extreme, namely the shame of being Romanian.  

In the destiny of a nation there are milestones that remain unerased in the memory of the 

future generations. Such a historical moment was the year 1918, when over the span of one year 

alone, the moments of agony and those of victory were combined, culminating in the 
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achievement - with boldness, commitment and perseverance - of a new, great Romania. the 

generation of the first decades of the 20th century, belonging to different social classes, earned 

its incontestable merit of rising to the height of its calling, to which the entire dialectic of the 

Romanian people’s historical evolution steered it. 
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