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Summary 

The present dissertation does not represent a "radiography" nor a synthetic research 

able to provide an overview of the developments in such a complex area as the evolution of 

the historical science during the half-century communist dictatorship in Romania. Given the 

many shortcomings the researcher of this period inevitably faces - such limitations include 

limitations of bibliographic resources, restricted access to the archives of institutions which 

had produced historical knowledge under communism, the lack of working tools, sequential 

restitutions mandatory for such an approach, and so on - I believe that in the present moment 

yet a synthesis cannot be a realistic goal. 

However, by realising this research which links together a set of themed, evenimential, 

chronological and biographical cutouts, I have tried to help deepening the knowledge of the 

condition of historical science, historiography and people called to serve it during the 

communist period. In this sense, I have investigated and exploited a wide range of historical 

sources of which, so far, a significant segment have still remained unstudied. Therefore, the 

topics that we discussed here need to be interpreted in the continuity of the interpretations 

currently available, together with them and not instead of them, towards the completion of the 

understanding of such a wide and complex domain of historical investigation.  

The early postwar ("republican") years have represented for Romanian culture a period 

of extensive, profound and massive transformations, a phase conventionally designated 

through the generic formula of "cultural revolution". Both the traditional structures of the 

epistemic community of historians and the main characteristics of modern Romanian 

historical science – as they were structured during the first half of the twentieth century – 

were radically reconfigured in only a few years. Given the fact that even a feeble prewar 

intellectual marxist "tradition" was missing in our cultural space, political elites in Bucharest 

had no alternative but to embrace the Soviet cultural model - at least initially – totally, without 

discernment. Historical science, like other social sciences and humanities politically sensitive, 

was subordinated totally to the political interests and goals manifested by the ruling party on 

the moment. On the other hand, the fact that the political system itself has had an indisputable 

ideocratic nature, relying and leaning on a certain philosophy and a certain vision about the 

past that had to justify its own existence, the outcome which resulted has meant an even 

stronger ideological pressure exerted upon historians and historical discourse. Its extreme 

form was fixed and codified in the sole and mandatory manual pages of Istoria RPR 

coordinated by Academician Mihail Roller in its various editions that have followed between 



1947 and 1956. Following closely and presenting in a dogmatic manner the ideas exposed by 

Stalin in his History of the Communist (Bolshevik) Party of the Soviet Union (Short Course), 

Roller`s manual was not an innovative piece in terms of theoretical, methodological or 

conceptual issues. The paradox of these Stalinist years, marked by a wide range of changes, 

excesses and pressures, was the fact that inside the historiographical epistemic community a 

relatively significant number of "former" professionals - scientists and academics formed 

before the Second World War - have managed to survive both phisically and intelectually. 

After Stalin`s death in the spring of 1953 – and especially after the exclusion of Mihail 

Roller fron the "historians` front" in 1954-1955 – the "formers" could take over (naturally, 

with the support given by Romanian policymakers) the managerial and control positions in 

their scientific field . In addition, some historians hitherto excluded from the professional field 

have been associated in various projects, and soon after they were gradually reintegrated in 

the newly reformed research institutes functioning in the main cities of the country. Note that 

the phenomenon represented a gradual and uneven development. Meanwhile, during the 

second half of the 1950s, these historians, along with their disciples and a number of youth 

returning from studies in the USSR, have focused their efforts to perform the task assigned by 

the first secretary of the CC of the RWP in December 1955: completing the draft of a massive 

treaty of the History of Romania. Devoid of clichés, distortions and mystifications strident in 

Roller`s History of the Romanian Peoples` Republic, History of Romania has marked, during 

1960-1964, a turning point towards a hybrid historiographical discourse, both Marxist and 

nationalistic. Being published in a time of reassessment, hesitation, uncertainty, a time full of 

comebacks and contradictions, the work is the first and only academic synthesis of national 

history published during the communist regime in Romania. Equally, it is one of the official 

historiographical works relatively moderate in terms of Marxist-Leninist or nationalistic 

excesses.  

The first few years following the Ninth Congress of the Romanian Communist Party 

were, in terms of evolution and development of Romanian historical research, a period of 

unexpected intellectual and professional openings and possibilities. Conventionally, the 

period begins roughly around the years 1964-1965 (Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej's death can be 

seen as a symbolic landmark in this respect) and ends sometime around 1974-1976, after the 

publication of historical synthesis included in the Party`s 1975 Program. Along with its 

extended version published a year later, this history describes the fundamental problems of 

both national history and Romanian Communist Party`s history. I had dedicated Chapter III to 

this period as I have tried to identify - turning to examples, situations and concrete episodes 



which had happened during those years - rather the limits of the so-called "liberalization" or 

"normalization" which cultural life presumably underwent in that period. In any case, at the 

end of the 1970s, it had become a pleasant memory to both historians and Romanian 

intellectuals in general. In terms of the legal framework regulating the functioning of the 

history-production institutions, a new process of centralization took place, similar in its 

essence to the one occured during the first part of the 1950s, with the only difference that the 

second time the phenomenon had a more pronounced character. Just like during the "cultural 

revolution", party activists have booked on the one hand the right to monitor, control and 

censorship directly the historical knowledge creation process. On the other hand, unlike the 

age dominated by Mihail Roller and Leonte Rautu, the party activists turned themselves into 

historians and began to write national history, attacking all possible ages and problems of the 

past, starting from the Dacian antiquity to "the great accomplishments" era of Nicolae 

Ceausescu. Since January of 1977, their history flooded all higher education institutions in 

Romania, which were now obliged to introduce into their curricula general courses in order to 

familiarize all students with the main issues of the history of the country and of the Romanian 

Communist Party. 

In the summer of 1980, the capital city of socialist Romania hosted the last major 

scientific event with international participation. For a RCP which has contributed significantly 

to its organization, the XVth International Congress of History was not primarily a scientific 

or intellectual event, but rather an opportunity to make international propaganda for the 

political regime presided by Ceaușescu. As seen clearly from the documents preserved in the 

archives of the former Central Comittee of the RCP, the Romanian President was interested 

primarily to capitalize on his personal benefit the "successes" Romanian historians would 

obtain on an international stage. Like any ideological front militants, historians had to 

contribute too to strengthening of its halo of a "champion" of world peace. The few historians 

appointed to represent RSR, also had the task to persuade their foreign fellows, from a 

scientific perspective, about the just character of the official theses supported by Romanian 

historiography, especially regarding a number of sensitive historical issues. I present and 

discuss them in more detail in the second section of Chapter V. 

In their essence correct, the notions of seniority and continuity, of cultural, ethnic, 

linguistic and political unity of the Romanian people have been simplified and distorted 

abusive, repeated obsessively and forth with a little disguised aggression during the regime`s 

last decade. Just as the true authors of Stalin`s Short Course  have done in 1938, the newly 

established party historians active in Ceausescu`s Romania have depleted brutally both 



Marxist and the National traditions, caricaturizing the force-ideas that formed the foundation 

of modern Romanian national identity discourse, as it had been established since the second 

half of the eighteenth century. In Chapters IV and V of its volume written in the winter of 

1976-1977, Romanian historian Vlad Georgescu has identified the most bizarre excesses of 

this new kind of narrative historiography, at first glance simultaneously nationalist and 

socialist. In fact, the official discourse settled during those years in central reviews such as 

Annals of History or The History Review was not a nationalist-socialist one, but just national-

Stalinist: profoundly anti-scientific, anti-Marxist and - given its harmful effects on Romanian 

culture - finally even anti-patriotic.  

The above-mentioned volume, which Vlad Georgescu has completed in the spring of 

1977, marks the end of his professional career in Communist Romania and consecrates him as 

an anti-communist dissident. I have devoted the last chapter of my thesis to his personality 

and his exemplary work, unique in Romanian cultural landscape during Ceausescu: it was, 

indeed, the only historian who chose open opposition to the Romanian communist regime. 

Born in 1937 in Bucharest in a "bourgeois" family, Vlad Georgescu`s adolescence and youth 

coincided both with the darkest years of Stalinism and the relative relaxation period that 

followed the death of Stalin. His biography, until the mid-1970s, is like any other, a "natural" 

one for an intellectual who lived in those times. After he gave a few benign notes to the 

Securitate in the 1960s, the historian-informant was abandoned by the structures and 

considered useless, a "reject" for the informative work. In the mid 1970s, feeling stalled in 

professionally, Vlad Georgescu chose to no longer just "see history" but to embrace dissent. 

Described in detail in the chapter six of the present work, the files kept in the archives of the 

former Securitate document in detail this episode in his life and its immediate consequences.  

In choosing to describe, analize and interpret institutions, personalities, issues, 

scientific journals and academic works of history published in communist Romania, I 

consider the interpretations I propose in this thesis capable to fill, to refine and to revise the 

understanding we may have about the condition of the historian and of his work prior to 1989, 

the functioning of the intellectual field and also the communist cultural policies and 

mechanisms for the production of knowledge working under dictatorship. 
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