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catholic historic perspective 

Summary 

The main objective of our thesis was to check, rectify and develop on literary history 

notes, and assessments on Csete István (1648–1718), as well as to answer the question whose 

texts we are reading in the preaching book (Panegyrici sanctorum), published in Hungarian 

language at Kosice in 1754: the Hungarian translations of Csete’s manuscript or Gyalogi János’s 

(1686–1761) own speeches.’ 

The hypothetic presumptions of my thesis were as follows: 1. the handwritten and printed 

speeches differ because Gyalogi adapted, developed, rewrote and supplemented Csete’s speeches 

with his own, while the two writers and sets of texts remain separable. Through the manuscripts 

the role of Gyalogi as a translator, interpreter and transmitter is fully definable. 2. The Jesuits’ 

rhetorics, spirituality, model of man and educational standards created the Jesuit preaching. 3 

Besides working as a preacher Csete had a rich religious and secular activity. 4. In Csete’s 

speeches royal representations, cult of saints, catholic religion and current politics interact. 

Csete’s speeches enhanced the catholic sense of identity, the notion of religious state and nation; 

they are filled with regional (Transylvanian) references, and values of cultural and religious 

history. 5. In Csete’s speeches historic perspectives of the Middle Ages intermingle and evolve 

into a mixture of literary and religious topoi of the baroque age. 6.Csete’s activity as a speech 

writer is defined by the rhetorics of the ancient triad and the favourite rhetorics of the Jesuit 

education. His speeches are abundant in remarks on the theory of preaching and in spiritual, 

pedagogical, meditational and devotional elements, which outline his own theory and practice of 

speech writing. 

The hypothetical presumptions of my thesis got verified, were developed and proved as it 

appears summed up in the ordering of the main chapters. 

In accordance with the literature of specialty we can assert that Csete István was not a 

preaching theoretician. His manuscripts are all written in Latin, under note form and full of 

mistakes.  Among the recurrent themes are the national cult of the Virgin Mary, royal virtues and 
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accepted social behavior. He is not a representative of nationalism of catholic origin, but his 

concepts and frame of thought are influenced by the ideas of Révai Péter, Werbőczy István, the 

Sylvester Bull, and the admonitions of King Saint Stephen. 

The Csete biographies signed Gyalogi, the dating of the speeches, data from archives, 

historic records and memoirs shed light on Csete’s activities other than a preacher’s and 

rhetorist’s. He was also a teacher, missionary, vicar, school master and inspector, merchant, 

abbot, confessor, traveler, politician, consultor, prior. He was a magistrate and historian of the 

College of Győr, a reviver of the Catholic Status, an influent Catholic of the Gubernium, who 

played an important role in unifying the Greek Orthodox and Catholic churches, who acted as an 

inquisitor among the Armenians. He resided in Transylvania from 1682 until the end of 1700. His 

manuscripts spanned 28 years (1680–1708).  

Based on our research in rhetorics and the theory of preaching we can state that the Jesuit 

rhetorical innovations created the Jesuit preaching. The Jesuit rhetorical innovations are as 

follows: will manipulation,  following Christ in deeds with saint Ignatius, associating eloquentia 

and pietas, sapientia and religio with Soarius, introducing the eloquentia sacra, genre definition 

of religious speeches with Granatensis; mystical perspective with Regius; associating rhetorics 

and ethics  with Aquaviva, the occurrence of fructus animarum, the book of virtues, with 

Pázmány, the usefulness of speeches as a requirement, highlighting the meritorious power of 

good deeds, education for active devoutness with Káldi; generation of repentance, development 

of the confessional sense of identity with Segneri; promoting the movere with Worpitz; creation 

of eloquentia popularis with Gyalogi; the creation of didacticus, panegyricus and moralis 

speeches with Kaprinai. 

Jesuit preaching is characterized by conformation to the audience’s level of 

understanding, avoidance of subtle topics, ethical orientation, development of a system of sins 

and virtues, education for active devoutness. Jesuit preaching aims at making God’s words heard, 

passing on religious thesis, boosting religious life, offering spiritual guidance, ensuring spiritual 

benefits, winning souls over. Jesuit preaching consolidates the audience’s longing for eternal life, 

induces abhorrence of sins, educates virtues, and correctly guides will. Jesuit preaching promotes 

the unity of doctrina and adhortatio, channeling the Jesuit spirituality, lifestyle and standards of 

behavior. 
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Csete’s and Gyalogi’s speeches about saints reshape the figure of the saint, since the cult 

of the Hungarian saints in the early modern age, the Percepts of the Holy Crown, the topoi of the 

baroque age were means of consolidating the catholic sense of identity. Both of them highlighted 

the cause-effect relationship between the attenuation of Mary’s cult and foreign domination 

through connecting the topoi of the baroque age. 

In the textual creation of catholic identity the Hungarian and the biblical saints form a 

network reflecting a religious national and identity approach. The central point of Gyalogi’s 

network is theVirgin Mary (The Assumpted Virgin). The Hungarian saints are connected through 

the cult of Mary, the territory of Hungary, and the fight against pagans. Through the saints he 

associates events of past and present history. The central point of Csete’s network is King Saint 

Stephen. The saints are connected through the cult of Mary, the topoi (the topos of Christ’s 

soldier and Christ’s servant), the relics, the association of secular and clerical offices (rex–

confesor), the network of virtues. Csete’s network is improved by Gyalogi: he transfers the ideas, 

motives and mentality of the handwritten speeches meant for Saint Stephen’s Day into the 

collection of his speeches meant for the Day of the Assumpted Virgin. 

In Csete’s panegyrics examples taken from legends are cut short, reduced to head words, 

while the works of Bonfini and Melchior Inchofer become primary sources of reference. The 

borrowings and hints not elaborated on imply knowledge of primary sources (the legends proper). 

The hints and borrowings get enriched in meaning through biblical and world history 

mythicization. The stress shifts from biography to moral education and a network of virtues. 

Csete uses theology as a context for moral education and metaphorically brings together the 

highlighted virtues and saints. His panegyrics offer models of man and models of saints by 

applying the national descriptors of sainthood to Europe as well. In Csete’s speeches the exempla 

are replaced by summaries, enumerations, accumulations; the speeches are a string of borrowed 

texts based on the Holy Bible and traditions where polemics is less important; where the 

proposition is divided in three or four; where he speaks as a member of the community using 

affects and aiming at rational explanations. Csete (as well as Gyalogi) wrote sermo popularis. 

The rhetorics and theoretical points of the speeches are paired by Jesuit spirituality, 

devotedness, sense of order, promotion of the philosophy of action (personalized spiritual 

guidance, militancy, prayer, retreat, examination of conscience, major dei gloria, good deeds, 
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missionary spirit, and apostolate). The saints of Csete and Gyalogi channel the Jesuit spirituality, 

promote the ideal man and lifestyle. 

Both the liturgical and popular cult of the country founder saint kings were an identity 

forming factor. In Csete’s speeches the motif of St Stephen’s offertory of the country, the topos 

of Patrona Hungariae and Regnum Marianum are highlighted. In his speeches Stephen emerges 

as the first Hungarian, Christian, Roman Catholic, apostolic and pontifical king, whose apostolic, 

angelic and pontifical crown (awarded by pope Sylvester) represents the policy of the Catholic 

Church, whose country is Mary’s kingdom and legacy. 

Mary’s cult had an important role in shaping religious identity hallmarked by the names 

of Hungarian saints. According to Csete’s speeches it is Stephen who named The Assumpted 

Virgin the 15th August holiday dedicated to Mary; he made Mary the patron saint of Hungary; he 

placed under Mary’s protection his people, country and crown, which in Hungarian history has 

the same relevance as Jesus’s placing of his mother under the protection of apostle John, while on 

the cross.  

Current national and historical approaches are closely entwined, since relation to the past 

and to history have always been an important ingredient to the sense of national identity. With 

Gyalogi the evocation of the past is embedded in social issues, formation of national 

consciousness and political struggles. It is meant to serve the nation since recalling the country’s 

past glory and its heroes invigorates patriotic feelings. 

In Csete’s speeches historical events occur in compliance with godly plans; God 

intervenes with history; providentia is above fatum. Csete gets hold of and embraces the span of 

time between past and present; the contrast between glorious past and sinful present revives the 

topos of querela Hungariae. According to him the rulers of the past were holders of virtues and 

blessings and enjoyed wellbeing, but all is gone by now, in the present Hungarians have no more 

sanctity, the only solace being Emperor Leopold I, the savior. The main cause of present 

problems is the neglecting of Mary’s cult, which became obvious through the lachrymation of 

Mary’s picture. The othersource of bleak present issues is the friendly attitude towards the Turks 

and the Turkish domination. In the present God is the punisher (topos of flagellum Dei) and the 

Turks are the means of punishment (topos of virga Dei). The only way out is moral improvement, 

the revival of Mary’s cult and achievement of Christian unity (concordia Christiana). Escape is 

possible because the Hungarians are God’s chosen people. 
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Transylvania’s mentality and national approach was shaped by the alternation of Catholic 

and Protestant rules, by successive Turkish and Habsburg domination, religion and diets granting 

religious freedom, the activities of Jesuit and Protestant preachers, cohabitation of different 

nations, the courts,  interests and religions of great nobiliary families. Transylvania was a region 

where the national approach was determined by several nations, various privileges and different 

religions. Transylvania’s national approach was chiefly modeled by the unsuccessful campaign of 

1657 against Poland, the losing of Varad to the Turks (1660) and its liberation (1692), which are 

all central themes in both Csete’s and Gyalogi’s speeches 

Emperor Leopold I, as the rightful descendent of the Arpad dynasty, entered the Jesuit 

sermon literature and Csete’s speeches. The association of Leopold with Hungarian saints is due 

to four reasons: the influence of Jesuit poetry, ars poetica, and heroic epic; the interaction of 

literature and historiography (the Melchior-Inchofer narrative); the influence of didactic Jesuit 

historical plays, tragic heroes and drama poetics; the spread of royal mirrors (descriptions of the 

ideal ruler) in the 16th century. 

While working, it became obvious that - except for the IVth and Vth volumes of the Latin 

manuscript- the notes contain only outlines of the speeches, marking their topics and defining 

their rhetorical form and style. Based on the drafts Gyalogi searched for similar writings, 

supplemented the texts and created a conception for the volume before being printed. In the 

volume the speeches written by Csete and Gyalogi symbiotically merge in a synopsis. In the 

Latin (Sacri sermones) and Hungarian publications Gyalogi revised, completed, rewrote Csete’s 

drafts and enriched them with creations of his own. The drafts were worked into text form and 

rhetorically improved for the sake of readability and use for literary purposes. Gyalogi organized 

the manuscripts taken over into a historical-liturgical-philosophical tract. 

The manuscripts of Csete are outlines, drafts of speeches while Gyalogi’s published 

version was meant for reading. The text uttered and printed, as well as the text jotted down, 

uttered and later revised and published kept changing all the time. Csete wrote in Latin, preached 

in Hungarian, but the written and printed sermons were not spoken exactly in the same way, since 

the sermon uttered was usually an improvisation, the embellishment and rhetorical improvement 

occurred upon publishing. That is how the image and work of Gyalogi dealing with the 

manuscripts became one with that of Csete Istvan. The merging of the two names and sets of 
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texts can be put down to Gyalogi’s activity as an editor, reviser, translator and publisher and to 

careless data handling. 

Even if Gyalogi’s own sermons do not significantly differ from the adaptations in length, 

editing, style, structure and use of quoted material, the Hungarian version cannot be considered a 

mere translation, but a thoroughly revised an re-edited text. In most cases Gyalogi alters the 

structure of the manuscripts, inserts more biblical quotations, strikes a more passionate tone and 

stresses national features more extensively. He keeps the train of thought of the manuscripts, 

borrows chunks of text from them, works them into his own speeches, but in a synthetic way, 

with the initial order altered and amended with his personal interpretation. Gyalogi is a rephraser 

of the manuscripts. During translation he transposes, interprets and adapts. He does not use word 

for word translation, but uses periphrases and translates freely. He becomes a co-writer, creates a 

new text from the freely cut and pasted handwritten chunks of text. 

Gyalogi usually does not change the name and periscope of the holiday, and the place and 

time of utterance. But his speech hinges on a different periscope, that is how the introductory 

explanatory extract and adaptation to specific holidays of the Hungarian version differ from the 

manuscript, being kept only the Hungarian references of the holiday. The summary of Gyalogi’s 

speech often borrows the proposition in the contents of the manuscript and translates it exactly. 

The introduction of the manuscript, its propositio and its first paragraph are merged, simplified 

and only the core of the sermon is kept while the borrowed parts are expanded. He keeps to the 

manuscript’s train of thoughts but completely changes the biblical arguments and references 

leaving out reference quotes. In the peroratio Gyalogi refers back to the key concept of the 

exordium, so providing his speeches with a frame structure. Under the dating of an existing 

handwritten sermon he publishes another handwritten speech or works together three handwritten 

speeches on similar topics into a single printed version, revised and provided with his own 

interpretation including a few ideas nowhere to be found in the original manuscripts. Gyalogi 

translocates a current approach, form or draft from the manuscript and shapes it into a speech 

completely of his own except for the dating and form. The handwritten and translated sermons 

are absolutely identical, but some parts are interchanged. The affects and invocations are 

translated exactly. The marginalia of In vita are developed on, the main points and the book of 

virtues are extensively illustrated through the lives of saints. Gyalogi had in mind a book 

structure that is why motives and sequences of his speeches resurface in more than one sermon. 
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The fact that there are few speeches  among Csete’s and Gyalogi’s texts which show 

identical paragraphs, is  in my opinion  an argument for a presumable continuity from Csete to 

Gyalogi, from master to disciple, from  manuscript to the printed text, which is more than a  

simple case of translation, publishing, transmission, analysis or interpretation. 

If we look at the structure of the Panegyrici sanctorum we realize that it is at the 

beginning of the volume that we can find most speeches that show similarities, synopses with 

Csete’s handwritten texts.  Based on the presumed continuity, in my opinion, there are two main 

causes to it. On the one hand this disposition of most similar text at the beginning of the volumes 

aims at making it believable that the texts in the publication are indeed based on manuscripts and 

adapted by the publisher. On the other hand it is grounds for an ideatic, stylistic and rhetorical 

continuity between the two writers. In conclusion the similar, synoptic speeches are meant to 

bridge the gap in time between Csete and Gyalogi, manuscript and printed text. 

Our research has not ended with the compilation of the thesis as we are planning further 

research. Since the notes on the theory of preaching has not been mapped and gathered yet, we 

intend to follow on. We would like to go through Csete’s posts and discover further manuscripts 

and biographic data. Csete was a poetry teacher and a poet himself, which is why we would like 

to focus on his poetry as well. We hope to discover funeral speeches of him later on, which 

would give the final touch to our the chapter on regional (Transylvanian) national approach. 

After the envisaged amendments we would like to write a Csete monograph, which is an 

extremely rewarding task since such a work is never finished. 
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