My thesis focuses on literary policy and literary publicity in the early period of the
literary journal Utunk. This early period (1946-1948) of the journal was affected by the changes
following the end of WW Il. Romania entered the Soviet sphere of interest, the Hungarian
minority and its every form of publicity from Romania unavoidably started the transformation
into a restricted, Soviet type publicity where the main focus shifted from the laborers’ interest to
the interests of the Romanian Communist Party that officially represented the labor class.

Since the journal first appeared on June 22", 1946, it had to fit in into an already ongoing
recovery process after WW 11. In this period it was not yet clarified the direction that had to be
implemented by the literary policies, which ultimately led to the Stalinist authority and its type of
publicity. The change from the local or national publicity to the Soviet type publicity occurred
unavoidably in every state that entered the Soviet sphere of interest, but the transition varied
from country to country as the application of the Soviet model met the specific national
conditions, culture and mentality.

The Utunk as the state-aided literary journal of the Hungarian minority from Romania
seems to be eligible to document and to follow attempts that aimed to change the minority
literary publicity. My basic hypothesis states that the guidelines considering the literary
policy/policies that shape the evolving publicity can be traced back from the leading articles,
literary critics, texts of theoretical criticism and, indirectly, from literary texts.

The subjects of my research, the aforementioned text types are embedded into a
contextualizing 2" Chapter (Accessus ad...): the subchapters present a journal with a nationwide
distribution network that at the beginning appeared every second week. The journal represents
the Hungarian minority literary life, four decades from the history of Romanian Hungarian
literature. The literature of the socialist era as such is a problematic phenomenon by itself too, so
this chapter focuses on the ideologies and institutes of this period that influenced the literary
publicity.

The 3" chapter sketches the historical background of the socialist era, the Hungarian

minority and the Hungarian minority press. This chapter also introduces the institution of



censorship, the methods of propaganda and agitation. In the first three years of the Utunk journal
the concrete censorship emerged which significantly helped the construction of socialism.

Between 1946 and 1948 the communist propaganda gradually amplified: the number of
propagandist political articles and texts increases, especially after June 1947.

The 4™chapter deals with periodization and questions regarding caesuras. The first three
years of the journal can be partitioned into 3 small periods limited by political and economical
events such as the article written by the Ministry of Finance Vasile Luca, dethronement of the
king and preparation to launch the first year of socialist planned economy.

The 5™ chapter focuses on the number of publications from the first year of the journal,
and has a special focus on the very first issue since its content, structure and design barely
changed throughout the four decades of socialism. From June 22", 1946 till June 7™, 1947 the
journal that aimed to create a forum where writers of the Hungarian Writers” Association from
Romania could address the proletarian readers, could shape literary taste, which initially was a
heterogeneous, pluralistic forum that allowed the expression of various opinions.

Chapter 6 describes the radical changes occurring in the journal’s literary policy after
June 1947. The fight against the “unprincipled” Hungarian unity and reactionists followed the
agenda coming from the rising Communist Party, which systematically eliminated opinions and
voices that did not agree with the Party’s will. A very prominent event of this short period is the
so called “Toldi debate” that rapidly turned into a unilateral quarrel. This debate seems to mark
the change towards a new direction considering the journal’s literary policy and publicity:
interpreting literature and history of literature from the viewpoint of class struggle, enforcing
political ideology in an apolitic medium which led to the complete upset of the previous
equilibrium and structure of values.

The 7™ chapter displays the era marked by the spreading of political ideology. Those
writers who did not share the same opinion and the same ideological beliefs were rejected under
the pretext that they were reactionists, obscurants. After these so called malignant views were
shut out from the publicity of the journal, articles about political events started to ramp: these
texts were meant to show the only acceptable way of interpreting events and deeds of the state
power. The integrative propaganda of this period can be characterized by militant rhetoric.
Although the ideological homogenization started to come into life, articles did not lose their

pugnacity, their apparent rebelliousness.



After the Romanian Communist Party and the Romanian Socialist-Democratic Party
merged, in the one-party state the king was practically replaced by the General Secretary of the
Romanian Communist Party Gheorghiu-Dej, whose cult of personality launched in this early
period.

The Soviet ruling and Soviet type of social organization generated more and more literary
work, but paradoxically these works needed more and more critical explications, as they had an
artificial, ordained inspiration. Subjected to a total makeover, the one-party state ideology turned
Utunk into a propaganda journal having the sole aim of broadcasting the state ideology, is
serving the once exploited, now working class. In 1948 one can notice that a wide variety of text
types were subordinated to one purpose, and they had only one function: praising the Party. In
the previous two years the creation of the self-conscious, Party-abiding worker already started:
the wide, non-bourgeois population from urban and rural areas was identified as the working
class and the plebeian publicity could fulfill its socialist role: mediating the gratitude of the
working class towards the Party, and broadcasting the directives, choices of the Party and
especially presenting these choices as a blessed activity favouring the working class only. In this
broadcasting the author is reduced to several functions: the broadcasting needs to be fulfilled
according to the principles and ideology of the one-party state, that can be traced back to the
rhetoric of texts and articles, in the creation and usage of symbols of the Soviet Stalinism, in
creating enemies, in maintaining militant rhetoric, in proclaiming the bright future of socialism.

The massive, state supported homogenization completely destroyed the chance to any
kind of democratic manifestation, the values of pluralism which were present in the very early

period of the journal Utunk.
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