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Our paper intends to present as accurate and detailed as possible an important chapter in the
Jewish history of Salaj, namely the interwar period, a period marked by the changes occurred
at the end of World War | and by the Unification of Transylvania and Romania. Particular
attention is paid to the involvement of the Jews in the economic life of the county, an area

where they played a very important role.

We believe that our approach will prove useful considering the scarcity of scientific studies on
the Jewish history of Salaj, even though the Jewish community was quite large and important

since the second half of the 19" century.

In elaborating our paper we used both the relevant literature in the field and archives, several
annals published at that time, as well as the interwar local press. Unfortunately, our study was
limited due to the lack of an archive regarding the Jewish communities in Salaj, being known
the fact that most of the archives of the communities living in Northern Transylvania were
destroyed during the Holocaust. However, in order to reconstruct the Jewish history in this
part of Romania, we studied the documents in the archives of the central and local public
administration institutions, documents drawn up over time, either by these authorities or by the

communities, during their inevitable relationships.

Chapter | approaches the historiography of the Jewish history in Romania and the
methodological benchmarks which we took into consideration during our research and
elaboration of the paper. As far as the methodological benchmarks are concerned, we have
pointed out that the methodological guidelines for the elaboration of monographs of the
Romanian Jewish communities were established ever since the 19" century, when the “luliu
Barasch” History Society was founded, some of them being valid even today. A very useful
methodological guidebook in the research on economic history of Romanian Jews was written

by Avram Rozen, one of the few researchers concerned with this issue so far.

Chapter Il deals with the legal status of Jews in the interwar period, considering that, even
though emancipation was successful, their situation remained critical due to the rise of anti-

Semitism. The laws adopted in that period, especially the laws on citizenship, made



emancipation gradually lose its meaning. This chapter also presents the demographic evolution
of the Jewish population and the way in which political organisation forms evolved in the new

context of Greater Romania.

Chapter 111 presents the main aspects of Romanian Jews’ economic life in the interwar period,
their socio-professional structure, and the economic fields in which they had a significant role.
The chapter also includes aspects regarding the establishment of industrial and commercial
enterprises, and of banks by Jewish investors.

Chapter 1V addresses the administrative organisation of Salaj County during the interwar
period, its demographic evolution and economic development, trying to outline the general
framework in which the Jews of Salaj carried out their activity during the period under our

examination.

In Chapter V, we thought it would be useful to present a brief overview of Jewish history in
Salaj prior to 1918, showing their demographic evolution, socio-professional structure and

community organisation.

Chapter VI presents the demographic evolution of the Jewish population in Silaj during the
interwar period. Based on data from the census conducted in 1930, we also made a map of the
Jewish population, highlighting its distribution in the territory, by towns (rural area-urban
area) and by lowland divisions. It can be noticed that, due to the poor urbanisation of the
county, most of the Jews of Salaj lived in rural areas, and the urban population was
concentrated in Simleu Silvaniei and Carei, and less in Zalau, the county capital city.

The economic life of the Jews in Salaj is dealt with in Chapter VII. Our research highlights
aspects of Jewish participation in all four major economic sectors, namely agriculture,
industry, trade, financial-banking field, using both statistical data provided by the 1930 census
and archival documents that help us know the structure of land ownership, the activity of
industrial and commercial enterprises owned by Jews, as well as their involvement in banking.

We can say without reservation that Jewish participation in the economic life of Salaj County



during the interwar period was vital to its development and the areas such as industry and
commerce basically depended on the capital invested by Jewish businessmen. The Jews of
Salaj had a highly significant role in large and medium land ownership, as they practiced a
modern agriculture, in true capitalist farms spread over hundreds of acres in some cases.
Livestock farming, fruit and wine growing were important economic activities for the Jewish

farmers living in Sala;.

Chapter VIII approaches aspects of the Jewish community life; the archival documents help us
know the problems faced by the Jews of Salaj, especially by those living in Zalau, during the
interwar period. The differences arising from personal and group rivalries marked the Jewish
community life in the county capital city, a community that was not very large but, as noticed,
it was very active. These differences favoured the interference of local authorities in the
community, especially since the law was pretty vague in that area. This chapter also presents
data on various organisational forms of the Jews in Salaj, such as charitable organisations of
women and girls, and professional mutual relief organisations of craftsmen. Fragmentary
information on Zionist organisations in the county is also included in this chapter. A special
subchapter deals with education; here we present data on the number of Jewish elementary
schools in the county, on the number of teachers and students in those schools, and in religious

schools such as Heder, Talmud-Torah or Yeshiva schools.

Aspects of Jewish politics in Salaj, the activity of the Jewish Party and the results achieved by

this party in the county in interwar elections are included in another subchapter of this paper.

We have also analysed the anti-Semitic incidents and the local impact of the anti-Jewish
actions taken by the Goga-Cuza government. The archival documents show the abuses
committed by local authorities in this period, i.e. by closing Jewish religious schools or by

firing people just because they were Jews.

An interesting aspect of our research was to see the way in which the “Jewish problem” was
covered in the interwar local press. We were surprised to see that most of the Romanian

publications from that period had anti-Semitic articles, some of them extremely virulent.



Newspapers such as “Hotarul” or “Solidaritatea”, published in Carei, were the bullhorn of
local far-right groups; they even published solutions to the “Jewish problem” proposed by
various local leaders, some anticipating the tragedy that would follow not before long. As an
epilogue to such anti-Semitic delusions, we believe it is important to briefly present the drama
of the Jews in Salaj during the Holocaust, knowing that most of them died in the gas chambers

of Auschwitz in the summer of 1944.
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