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INTRODUCTION 

With the dictatorial regime change following the events of December 1989, in 

Romania, the perception of economic development changes, aiming at national integration in 

the European structures through taking action and completing the accession of Romania in 

2007 after defending its new forms and scales of regional disparities. 

The Northwest Development Region is contributing over 12% of national GDP, and 

the growth potential internationally through its proximity to Hungary and Ukraine. 

Intraregional development disparities are partly presented by previous studies, being treated in 

various works, but economic and geographic disparities in the region, should be rendered 

clearer by further studies to define development priorities, strategies, sheltering traditional 

values. 

In this part are being proposed the: research objectives, research organization and 

general methods of approach. 

 

WORK STRUCTURE 

 

Divided into four chapters, the book contains 61 figures, representing cartographic 

graphical and tabular modelings, economic and geographic disparities analysis for the year 

2008, as supplemented by economic information of administrative-territorial areas, urban and 

rural, of the six counties in the region. 

 Being an economic-geographical approach, each chapter interprets facts and economic 

data through statistical processing, which describes the geographic area while being the prime 

causality of regional development. 

  

Chapter I. RESEARCH HISTORIOGRAPHY 

 

Geographic and economic analyses, the Euro-regions in Romania, established since 

1998, remain recent concern of geographic research of regional nature. For this reason, there 

is a number of deficiencies in regard to the existence of special works, but the basic problem 

is dealt with in some way in the general work. 



The chapter includes some conclusions of Romanian and foreign authors, working in 

this field, specifying the results of years of publication. 

Through this chapter, it appears that the disparity is understood differently by each 

author, and treated as differentiated taking over certain research methodologies from the 

professional universal literature, is of a multidisciplinary nature, this alternative being always 

perfectable. 

 

Chapter II. Conceptual approaches of the disparities 

 

This chapter describes the character and nature of disparities, pointing out according 

to their typology: 

 Disparities  defined spatially, hierarchically and evolutionary; 

 Structural disparities; 

 Disparities generated by location; 

 Functional disparities. 

 

Disparities may be described as being focused on the divergent line strings  of the 

hierarchical classification differences related to the geographical space. 

The economic sphere of the region to be analyzed, involves operating the research 

with the descriptive terminology and defining economic environment. The economical laws  

in the geographical interpretations retain the principle, while fitting into the geographical 

spaces, shaping new structures and relationships, transforming geographical aspect into 

economic value. 

Through this chapter a new alternative analysis and disparitiy highlighting is being 

introduced, defining operating elements needed for analyzing and highlighting economic and 

geographic disparities. 

 

 

Chapter III. REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND DEVELOPMENT 

DIFFERENCES INDUCED BY THESE 

 

The regionalization of the Member states of united Europe is a territorial-

administrative reorganization, by which  acceding states may enter the same pattern with 

traditional organized in different regional systems, thereby simplifying operations of 



management, administration and operation. The EU policy through the regional 

administration is to improve the pace and level of economic development through solidarity, 

allocating funds for economic prosperity, increasing employment and competitiveness, thus 

reducing disparity elements generating rhythmic alignment of development. 

 

Chapter IV. ECONOMIC AND GEOGRAPHICAL DIFFERENCES AND 

DISPARITIES IN THE NORTH WEST REGION 

The North-West development region of Romania, overlaps territorial administrative 

units of the northwest, aligned to the counties of Cluj, Bihor, Sălaj, Satu Mare, Maramureş 

and Bistriţa-Năsăud (Fig.1), covering 14, 32% of the national territory is composed of 445 

administrative units, of which 43 are urban, and the difference of 402 administrative units 

communal type(bigger villages), units that manage a total of 1800 villages, there are between 

them both differences and disparities in development. 

 

 

 

Major administrative units and the distribution of transport infrastructure 

land and air, Source: the  author, after Romania: tourist and road map 

 

An advantage in economic development of the region is given by transport 

infrastructure represented by the six corridors of European superior quality roads compared to 

the national, county and municipal ones,  intended international traffic, placed on the axis of 

movement north-south and west-east. To which is added: the section for future highways open 

to traffic "Transilvania", railways network, presenting interregional and cross-border links, 



completed with air transport, served by four international airports located in Cluj-Napoca, 

Oradea, Baia Mare and Satu Mare. 

In this chapter we proceed to the applied part of the work drawing the limit 

differentiated development limit through detailed analysis, including the primary, secondary 

and tertiary regional economic superstructure, which is used to identify the appearance of 

disparity delimiting the area of the region. 

To highlight the sectoral and regional differences, in the present thesis it is being  

resorted to hierarchical presentation of the superstructure values, presented in the tabular 

annexes of the paper, being a way of showing  the gap, after which we proceed to comparative 

analysis of the differences between specific areas of interest for administrative research, 

falling upon the different positions of the hierarchy string and presented as single or repeated 

differences displayed through the map in Figure 2 territoriality hierarchical superstructure 

values which are numbered. 

 

 

 

Fig. 2. Hierarchy of administrative areas in the North West Development Region in 2008 Source: the author 

 

To determine the areas falling within the various classifications of issues of disparity 

is introduced as standard MAd 's value, causing medium upward and medium downward 

environmental disparities. 



 

 

 

Figure 3. Aspects of economic and geographic disparities into the North West Development Region in 2008, 

(Source: the author, based on data processed from the list of companies) 

The economic and geographic disparities in the North-West Region, for 2008, 

include only the counties of Bihor, Maramureş, Satu Mare, Bistriţa-Năsăud and Sălaj disparity 

into the categoty of medium ascending disparities,  and the county of Cluj has values above 

the reference of values generated by setting the MAd, classifying it into the category average 

downward of the layout of disparity. 

 

Conclusions 

 

This approach to the economic and geographic disparities relate specifically to 

issues of North-Western Development Region of Romania, but proposed an alternative 

structure that underpin regional components, rendering intra-specific nature. 

The innovations brought by this research are subordinated to the proposed 

objectives, reshaping epistemic research, being built on the economic and geographical 

structural components, outlining through the accounting of the region for size and existing 

values of constituents. 



The Northwest Development Region is defined as heterogeneous, in terms of 

economic development, emphasizing major quantitative and qualitative disparities at 

territorial level. 

Based on the representation and analysis undertaken one can find the main 

concentration of active units in metropolitan areas Cluj-Napoca and Oradea, the county seats 

Satu Mare, Baia Mare, Bistriţa-Năsăud and Zalău, and in some areas centered small towns 

where economic conversion was achieved faster. 
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