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Everyday life and social relations at Oradea in the Dualisic Period 

(Summary) 

  

 This thesis aims to study the everyday life of Oradea in the dualistic era, particularly important 

period for the development of the city. Probably, the history of the dualism era, no longer constitutes a 

novelty, being a subject quite worked out in the last two decades, especially in matters of political and 

economic history, fields that have received more attention. However, the daily lifestyle, leisure 

activities, social relations, can be considered an undiscovered territory.  

 In our approach, the focus is on the human factor relationships with urban space, a theme that 

we studied from different perspectives. Structurally, we divided the work into nine thematic units.  

           In the first part, the introduction, presents the social and economical developments, the 

modernization of the settlements, which created appropriate living conditions. The public space is the 

mirror of the society and the history of cities depends on the choices that were made in this regard. 

   The following chapters are dedicated to build a diverse and complex portrait of the daily life in 

Oradea. In the second chapter, are presented the house structure, furniture and its functionality, 

continues with the diet of the period, healthcare, education, public safety and the impact of all these 

factors on the evolution of life in general. Also, here, we have included various aspects of social 

relations and manifestations. Entertainment in this period meant mutual visits, invitations to dinner, 

proms and parties, and after 1900, they were filled with theater, cabaret, and cinema.  

 In chapter three, we concentrated on the women`s social life during this period, which express 

themselves and make a bold statement, especially through various associations and charitable activities. 

We felt appropriate to make a separate chapter of the fashion in the second half of 19th Century and 

show that clothes affect lifestyle. Regarding clothing, ladies could find almost everything in town 

shops, parts which, until then, had been bought from Budapest or Vienna. A favorable setting for 

displaying jewelry and fashionable garments are theater, balls and parties, all presented in the next 

chapter.  

           Next, we presented scenes of social life and leisure time, as exemplified by the city promenade 

places, and well-defined public spaces, such as coffeehouse, restaurants and hotels. In the late 19th  

Century and early 20th Century were characterized overall by the easy access to games, entertainment 

and leisure activities to all social groups. This phenomenon, sports, as another aspect of lifestyle is 

presented in chapter seven. For starters, outstanding equestrian competitions were held on the site of 
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the present Park Petőfi, originally used by the military. Later, fashionable became cycling, tennis and 

athletics. In the winter season there were arranged skating possibilities. The city was conquered by the 

new game of the century, football. In this chapter we also discuss the sporting associations and clubs 

which arose during this period.  

 Over time, the urbanization have produced significant changes in the lifestyle of the people. 

This idea is developed in the chapter that presents the hotels, restaurants and coffeehouse. A cafe had 

its own atmosphere and clientele. Here people met, discussed various issues, read magazines, 

newspapers Among hotels, the most important were: Black Eagle, Pannónia, Rimanóczy. Landowners 

who spent their winter in Oradea, were living in these hotels. Hotels have adapted to the demands of 

time. For example, The Black Eagle Hotel operated an elevator, introduced electric light, plumbing and 

central heating, rooms had private bathrooms, but the details are widely described in chapter eight.  

         In the last chapter, we present the oldest known thermal spa resort in the country, Băile Episcopiei 

and Băile Felix. This thermal springs made possible for tourism to flourish, becoming a unique 

therapeutic place much loved by its guests.  

           This study aims to be one of analysis that can contribute to the knowledge of Oradea. Also, I 

mention that I was born and I work in this city and want to help, to some extent the knowledge of it. It 

is well-known that the results of Hungarian and Romanian historiography are different in appreciation 

of facts and events related to the history of these parts, that's why this study is pour in personal 

statements and rich in data. The thesis can be easily read by the general public, not just by specialists.  

 

Key words: everyday life, social relations, Oradea, 19th Century, dualism, urban architecture, 

economical development, ethnical and demographical structure, fashion, shopping and lifestyle, 

coffeehouse, restaurants, hotels, entertainment, leisure time, sport activities and associations, tourism, 

thermal bath.   
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