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In my research I have analyzed the manifestation of an urban public identity focusing on 

the outstanding era of the local history, the time of urbanization with his city-building Mayor. In 

the course of the research of the cult and remembrance I have highlighted the measure of the 

activation of these phenomena in this era, what was there function, to what extent can they be 

considered public, and what kind of narratives did they display.  I have used both written and 

oral sources in my work. I have named as written records the press releases of the beginning of 

the 20th century, George Bernády’s papers, contemporary publications and the press materials, 

publications of the different political systems that occurred by 1990, which I have selected to be 

fit for the research. Furthermore, other source materials for the analysis were the articles 

published in the period after 1990, web sites, local publications; at the same time I have used 

interviews with a few members of the reminiscent community and the information gathered in 

the course of my participant observation. I have processed the collected materials by the means 

of the methods of the speaking ethnography, discourse analysis, content analysis, the 

biographical method, the analysis of the formation and functioning of the mental space, the life 

story of the objects, the object-population theory and the custom-research methods. 

I have analysed memory as a collective product, a constructive, re-creative phenomena 

shaped by the community. I have considered the memory segment referring to George Bernády 

and his era a symbolism by which the us-sense, us-consciousness of the referred Hungarian 

ethnic community of Târgu-Mureș is achieved, the collective identity is defined. I have 

emphasized the aspect of the concept of the national identity, the analysis providing a good 

example of its applicability in the political sphere. In this sense we may speak – in the public 

discourse – of the political identity of the two distinct ethnic groups whose main features are 

actually the continuous public display, the often occurring manipulation, and the pursuit of the 

reinforcement of the national identity. As the form of expression of the identity I have indicated 

the storytelling that enables the distribution of the community’s self-image, the moulding of the 

memory, the activation of the past.  The storytelling that comes into effect through memory 

creates the world-representation of the local community, and this serves as a historical trauma 
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processing, while allowing the history to become patrimonial. Thus, the display of the 

knowledge regarding the society here becomes the expression of the narrative identity.  

In a local social group the public display of the local history might be a suitable strategy 

to initiate the relationship between successors and ancestors.  The local history can be placed in 

an era in the same manner as the world history. The selected periods of the past of the given 

community always adapt plastically to the present situation where they may provide an 

explanation of certain situations. The community creates its own narrative world around the 

selected segments of the local history, by which it emphasizes their national identity, displaying 

it in public. The central driving force of the process is the narrative identity that may be valued 

as the representation of the local history. 

Depending on the current situation of the local society the time of the myth may come 

and it may bring explanation and reassurance in the unstable situations. If the community 

represents the myth by rituals, images and narratives, we can start talking about a cult. The 

identity of a memory-community is manifested in a cult built around a mythical figure; we may 

observe this in the storytelling and ritual actions pertinent to the cult.  

In the case of my research the collective memory is focused on a cultural hero of the past 

and the age he had determined. From among the favourable elements of myths, in this case a 

zero point, an era, the heyday of urbanization appears, as well as a period in which a certain kind 

of phenomenon – namely the period of peacetime Hungary – is present for the last time, and then 

it disappears. The memory mechanisms examined in every era have highlighted that in Târgu-

Mureș the myth, which was the basis of the cult of George Bernády, may periodically change. 

These versions of the myth always surface as stories and they are personified in the given person. 

The remembrance of George Bernády’s traits and activities becomes the initiator of connection 

between the past and present, the expression of the versions of the myth, which I considered 

worthy of being called narratives. 

I have elaborated the course of the analysis in every era of the myth-versions and the 

narratives based on the opportunities offered by the resources. On this basis I have distinguished 

four eras: the first one is the time of the primary urbanization from the beginning of the 20th 

century; during the research of this age the image distributed in the media about George Bernády 

and the urbanization, the expectations of the media were outlined; the second is the period 

between the completion of George Bernády’s firs mayoralty and the date of his death, in which 
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the way the historic events influenced the image of the cult hero and his activity was revealed; in 

the third period I have discussed both the time of the Hungarian authority between 1940 and 

1944 and the long period of the subsequent Communist regime, during which time, due to the 

restriction of the experiencing the national identity, only a moderate degree of display of the 

local history took place; respectively the fourth period, the real time of the cult of George 

Bernády, the period that lasts since 1989 up to this date, which is characterized by the cult-

generation by the political elite according to their purposes.  

The age of George Bernády’s first mayoralty. The political council siding with the city 

leader venerates the mayor – granting him the qualities of an intellectual, politician, and 

economist as well – ordaining him a hero due to his civil virtues and modernization activities. 

According to the source texts the townspeople also expressed their appreciation towards the city 

leader but in many cases they are forced to endure the significant disadvantage of construction, 

innovative work, and the uncomfortable, stressful conditions. In the discourse of the examined 

media, the mayor and his activity appears to be controversial, depending on the political 

orientation. According to the press the phenomenon of the turn of the century is definitely 

conscious. The created image of the situation of the city and the mayor is, at this time, also, 

shaped by the intellectuals. We may talk about the moment of the urban renewal, which is linked 

to George Bernády’s activity as a mayor from their point of view. They present the city leader to 

the same extent a local patriot, a patriot and a europeer. On the average he appears as a local hero 

uplifting Târgu-Mureș under the cultural and administrative aspects, fighting for his nation, who 

represents the interests of the community, and whom the posterity will surely remember. His 

figure can now be inserted in the narrative of the city, city-building, urbanization, the 

achievement of the middle class status, and the nation, in which the development of all aspects of 

social life, modernization, the search for Western models, traditionalism, the idea of national 

unity, the values of Szekely national identity fit well together. 

From the beginning of George Bernády’s mayoralty to the Second Vienna Award. 

Together with the end of the most productive period of the city-building mayor, the political 

situation of the country – and the city – changes as well. These changes – the First World War 

and the change of the state borders – are influential in the career and the so-far-valid image of 

George Bernády. From 1913 onward, although the praising tone of the discourse will still exist 

for a few more years, the texts distributed in the press about him will be significantly diminished. 
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At the end of his mayoralty they almost disappear for a while. After his return in 1920 only his 

political actions are mainly displayed. His changing of his party affiliation results in the so-to-

say neutralization of the formerly created image of him.  Due to the very small number of texts 

the Bernády-image that is displayed in the press after 1930 can no longer be called a discourse, 

despite the fact that his name is mentioned again with recognition. His representation as a local 

hero only occurs in the cases when there are opportunities to talk about his first mayoralty. This 

also justifies the fact that the local community considers the moment of urbanization inseparable 

from the name of George Bernády, and his productive ten years are still recorded as a turn of an 

era. During this period the display of the hero struggling for national ideals – even if only in a 

small degree and not continuously – carries within itself the narratives of the new statehood after 

the events of Trianon, national survival and transsylvanism.  

Between 1940 and 1989. The identity representations that appear in the press under the 

Hungarian authority after the Second Vienna Award are proven as insufficient this time as in the 

future. Although the wording of the texts is more open, more daring, due to the lack of intensity I 

didn’t see fit to entirely separate this era from the communist era. From the point of view of the 

memory of George Bernády and his era, the long period of socialism can be considered the 

period of forced silence. I mention here a conscious forgetting mechanism, the so called ordered 

forgetting which can be observed in the limitation of the local public history discourse. The 

identity representations that occur very limitedly in the press concern the history of the city as a 

whole, the name and era of George Bernády appear to the same extent and intensity as all the 

other personalities and events. The commemorative texts could only speak about those 

celebrities of the Hungarian culture – alongside the Romanian and foreign eminent personalities 

– whose work and activities could be linked in some ways to the communist ideal of nation- 

unification. I have reached a similar conclusion after the analysis of the data providers’ 

recollections. Though the intellectual stratum of the minority of the period was aware of the fact 

that the suppression of ethnic cultures leads to the loss of identity, but it had little opportunity to 

fight one way or another against it. The concealment of the cultural values and objects, the 

scattered voicing of the local and national past in the realms of literature or science, solidarity 

with the revolution in the parent state, the strengthening of the of the national identity proved to 

be such opportunities in the young generation through which the implementation of the identity-

preservation became possible. In all of these George Bernády and his era had no more prominent 
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role than other eras or famous personalities of Târgu-Mureș. I regard every manifestation of the 

preservation of the Hungarian culture through the means of texts or actions a part of the narrative 

of the national survival.  

After 1989. George Bernády’s person appears again as a hero, a great man whose 

qualities and actions correspond to the imaginary world of the community that was condemned 

to silence, to the social ideals that embody the interests and expectations of the community. As a 

result, around the prominent personality of the local history a narrative world develops that 

ensures the public experience of the community’s identity: the local political elite releases 

ceremonial actions and discourses about the discussed past, it creates the locations of the 

memory. It should be emphasized here also, as during the previous periods, that the term of 

memory community means the city’s Hungarian ethnic intellectual stratum, i.e. the group of the 

cult-generator political actors, respectively the participants in the ceremonious actions and 

discourses. The setting of the identity into the public space evokes the vying of two nations 

living side by side over the ownership of the space; as a result the cult receives nationalistic 

overtones. The phenomenon is a clear example of the way the different ethnic communities 

regard the local history based on different aspects, the way the two communities symbolize 

themselves in the space, and what interpretations do these spatial elements generate. Therefore, 

in this context, on the one hand the cult and remembrance of George Bernády and his era 

becomes the instrument of reinforcement of the identity of the Hungarian ethnicity, on the other 

hand it brings about the division of the urban society by giving a subject to the different historic 

discourses of the ethnicities. In this case, behind the remembrance lies the narrative of the 

Hungarian urban community, of the public unity. 

As a conclusion, I have summarized the lessons I have drawn from the resource 

explorations and analysis.  

1. George Bernády and the urban development from the beginning of the 20th century 

are episodes of the local history recalled with predilection in every examined period, 

but it doesn’t always stand out among the other historical events as a key element of 

the local identity. However, every time it fits into some kind of narrative of the public 

discourse that attempts to tinge the narrative identity. These narratives, in different 

periods, take their bearings toward the city building, modernization, primary 

urbanization, the achievement of the middle-class status, the building of the new 
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world, the survival of the Transylvanian Hungarians, the transsylvanism, the survival 

as a nation, the adapting to the new government framework, the unity of the 

community, and human values. 

2. The narrative identity organized along the mentioned topoi is the construction of the 

political set. The memory community that adumbrated in the examination of the 

sources belongs to the local intellectual gremium. In each era this stratum is the one 

that brings to the surface the narratives, and, according to the possibilities, propagates 

them. The simple townsfolk are the consumers of the discourses appearing in the 

media attention, they constitute the so-called audience of the identity-representations. 

I only make this statement in the light of the performed research. The way the 

discourse of the media and the forums that cultivate remembrance boils down in 

certain sections of the urban population deserves further examinations. 

3. When drawing up the theoretical framework, based on their characteristics, I have 

placed George Bernády’s memory and cult in the ranks of the personality cults, 

political cults, and secular cults. It is definitely the artificial creation of the 

intellectuals, which approaches in certain elements the cult of the totalitarian systems, 

national hero cults or star cults. As such, it is also the local representation of the myth 

of the community. If we consider the appearance of the myth of the community, a 

wide palette opens up in front of us considering the items around which the myth can 

be built. Most often, the expression of the myth will be the cult formed around the 

person of a celebrity born on the settlement. There are very few instances where this 

person is a town politician; most of the time an illustrious representative of the 

literary life or a historical personality or memory of an event that is revered on a 

national scale brings up the same manifestation than that of the memory of George 

Bernády in Târgu-Mureș. The research of the cult of city politicians is still evolving. 

This is the reason why I have treated the subject of my research as a particular 

phenomenon in its character, since, in local dimensions, we speak about the respect 

for a person whose cult is able to satisfy the demands for the previously listed 

narratives. The present work wishes to set an example for the analysis of the 

remembrance of such local historical heroes. 
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