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Summary

Noted for the degree of differentiation from the poetic direction of his peers, then for his
role as a reporter, overshadowed in the 1990s by his activity during communism, but later
recovered as a precursor to the visceral poetics of the 2000s, Geo Bogza’s literary trajectory is
promising for the multiple perspectives it opens. The condition of a writer at the confluence of
history implies overcoming a literature-centric approach and privileging the correlations between
the text and the context in which it was produced. Thus, the present research intends to analyse the
inflections of the voice and the contextual motivations that shaped the author’s trajectory. The
position within the literary field determines, in the interwar period, polemics with the mainstream
direction, determined by the specificity of the avant-garde, but also attempts to negotiate symbolic
capital. At the same time, a controversial status emerges, by invoking the transgression of moral
codes based on poetic work, but professionalization, along with overcoming the avant-garde and
adopting a recognizable genre, such as reportage, initiates the process of validation or recognition.
Due to the intervention of power in the sphere of art during communism, the writer is forced to
negotiate, constantly, and adapt his position, a process that, in the wake of recent studies on the
relations between the political and literary fields, cannot be reduced to the opposition between
dissidence and opportunism, just as the texts published during that period cannot be perceived only
as means of propaganda.

Given that this thesis undertakes a monographic study, the re-examination follows the
writer's literary trajectory from a diachronic perspective, intended to illustrate both continuities
and thematic or ideational interferences. Through the analysis segments, I aimed to contribute to
the process of recovering and integrating underexplored texts, but also to emphasize the writer’s
contribution to the evolution of ideas and forms. Starting from the idea of an identity configured
in a relational framework, I was interested in how membership in the avant-garde community is
shaped, what are the patterns of interaction and what effect they have on the writer’s formation.
An aspect that derives from this is the analysis of poems and prose texts, following previous
research that opened the discussion about the relationship between the avant-garde and politics,
also highlighting the ability to signal an existence in crisis, beyond the simple delivery of a cultural
shock. Regarding the post-war period, I was interested in how the rereading can benefit from
relevant ideas from studies that focused on the literary field under communism. Thus, I considered

questions such as: What does negociating the status of the writer under communism entail? How



do rewriting influence one’s position within the literary field? How is the representation of the self
shaped and how does the writer engage with the constructed positions?

In this approach, I aimed to correlate traditional methods with those recently used in literary
studies. To capture the inflections of the voice, I used close reading in order to reconstruct the
internal logic of the texts and the way in which they structure the ideational framework and
configure the scriptural identity. The rereading is also based on a meta-critical perspective, as |
followed the criteria and perspectives that were the basis of previous critical evaluations,
emphasizing also the strategies during the totalitarian regime, but also the way in which criticism
emphasized a particular dimension of the writer's work, contributing to a temporary internal
canonization. At the same time, the focus on the process of elaborating the work is decisive in the
context of the circulation of several versions, some of which hold contextual significance thereby
contributing to the accumulation of symbolic capital. In the wake of studies on variants and textual
criticism, the analysis of the rewriting process also requires the correlation of transformations with
stylistic patterns, taking into consideration both the author's intentions and the effects produced,
which cannot be reduced to aesthetic stakes, but also aims at the dissemination of the work into
the publishing sphere.

In order to analyze how the writer positions himself in the literary field, following a process
of recognition and consecration and subsequently going through stages of adaptation or
reformulation, the emphasis on the issue of voice and authorial agency proves fruitful. Drawing
on the lines demarcated by the theory of the literary field, articulated by Pierre Bourdieu, 1 will
also take into consideration studies that introduce reflections on authorship, considering both
(self)representations and the performance of the self. In this sense, the term “posture” introduced
by Jérome Meizoz reflects precisely this interdependence between the work and the socio-
historical framework in which it is integrated. At the same time, I included network theory, along
with affect analysis, according to the two-dimensional model proposed by Russell, to capture the
spheres of influence, but also the stages of formation and cohesion of the avant-garde group formed
around the unu [one] magazine.

After a presentation aimed at outlining the writer's trajectory by relating it to the stages of
critical reception, in the first part of the thesis I intended to reconstruct the framework in which
the circulation of ideas and the construction of artistic identity occur, in light of the epistolary

exchanges in which Geo Bogza was involved. The analysis of the correspondence with Sasa Pana,



through an approach drawing on network theory, focused on the structural component of the group,
showing the dispersion according to the frequency of invocation. At the same time, the information
from Sasa Pand's diary, Nascut in '02 [Born in ’02], allowed for a distinction between those who
were placead in a similar position and for a more nuanced understanding of the positions they
occupied within the group. These data contributed to confirming Sasa Pana’s role as a pivotal
figure within the group, while Geo Bogza was perceived as a symbolic authority or, more precisely,
as an active member involved in the group’s activity. At the same time, a systematization of the
internal hierarchies demonstrated that although positions fluctuate in the letters according to the
source, the top of the hierarchy remained consistent, with the most frequently mentioned
individuals being Ilarie Voronca and Stephan Roll. Information from diaries and correspondence
signaled Voronca's role as a mediator, creating connections between the Romanian and French
cultural spaces, while in Roll's case I identified an influence manifested through involvement in
the decision-making process.

Starting from the structural component of the group, I considered the mechanisms of
integration into a shared pattern of sociability, as well as the analysis of the group’s evolution over
time, based on affection. Coding the letters according to Russell's framework enabled the
identification of the group's profile, characterized by a collaboration defined by strong emotional
involvement. At the same time, the trajectory of the visible members in the network highlighted
the circulation of emotions within the group, revealed stable relationships, as well as stages of
cohesion, respectively tension or rejection. The last part of the chapter focused on the configuration
of Geo Bogza's identity as a letter writer in his correspondence with Magdalena Binder, relevant
both for the writer's hypostasis of being in love and for the creative laboratory. The evolution of
the relationship highlighted a pattern of interaction shared with the French surrealist group and
followed the evolution of the female partner's voice that goes beyond the hypostasis of a muse,
appearing as a partner of dialogue and as a writer connected to the group unu [one].

The second part explores Geo Bogza's creative activity, by mapping the thematic and
ideational aspects that articulate the writing. The diachronic and contextual analysis of the volumes
highlighted, following notable directions from previous research, a dialogue with historical crises
and a mapping of crises explored at the individual and collective level. Recent contributions on
the avant-garde allowed an investigation of the relationships between alternative and official

discourse and also a contextualization of the use of sexuality as a mechanism of inter-avant-garde



interference aiming at the redefinition of identity. At the same time, the formal changes were
approached through a reading that integrates the notations on spatial text outlined by Fredric
Jameson, to explain the transposition of historical and existential constraints. Thus, a dynamic,
plural scriptural identity emerged, reflecting a creative consciousness that constantly and
deliberately recalibrates his means of expression, but reveals the coherence through reference to
authenticity.

As for the section dedicated to the reportage, I opted for an examination of the socio-
political context to reconstruct the conditions that shaped the rehabilitation of the genre in the
interwar period, indicating both internal and external influences. I emphasized how the mapping
of space produces a polemical stance on the category of travel volumes, revealing an incisive voice,
focused on restoring marginality and challenging idealizations within a rhetoric of modernization.
Another aspect considered took into account the hypostasis of the pamphleteer, for which we
resorted to the initial versions of the texts, taken from periodicals. This research follows the lines
demarcated by studies that receive the pamphlet not only according to the discursive component,
but also considering the ideological function, which articulates the stakes of this type of discourse.

The analysis of prose is conceived as a complementary segment to the reception of poetry
in terms of sustaining the programmatic directions. After reconstructing the condition of the genre
within the avant-garde and in mainstream literature, the analysis of formal and ideational aspects
highlighted the transition from the influence of the urmuzian pattern to a post-urmuzian manner.
The evolution was traced through the exploration of corporeality, examined through the lens of
abjection theory, initiated by Julia Kristeva and complemented by Bataille’s interpretation of
eroticism as a transgressive act. Thus, I highlighted the marginal, underground identities, and the
exploration of the instinctual realm through access to an amoral background or to an exotic identity
also found in poetry. At the same time, the confessional direction in the diary-prose reveals an
apocalyptic background, to which it opposes a different register through the integration into the
universal circuit. The refinement of the formula also highlighted the dialogue with the predecessor
Caragiale, emphasizing the existence in derision within an intensified reality and at the same time
revealing the overcoming of the reportage and signaling a direction explored in the prose of the
80s.

The last chapter focused on the reconfiguration of the writer’s role with the establishment

of the communist regime. The documentation of the changes introduced in periodicals signaled



the process of transformation of the literary field. The role of the avant-garde writers in this context
appeared as a continuity of previous orientations, through the connection to the communist party
that functioned clandestinely in the 1930s. The analysis of the texts started with a transitional zone
characterized by the alignment with the indicated thematic and ideological coordinates, but with a
formula that reflects stylistic and ideological particularities from the previous stage. Beyond the
obvious conversion of rhetorical strategies to serve the propagandistic purpose, I highlighted that
even some texts inscribed in socialist realism do not fully reflect the formula. Such examples
challenge the evaluations of socialist realism as a homogeneous discursive territory, drawing on
areas opened by recent research. However, the analysis of the interventions from the first stage of
the establishment of communism demonstrated that in Bogza's case such deviations from the
politicized framework are rather isolated, given that most of the texts respond to the directions
outlined. A substantial part of the chapter explores the rewritings through case studies dedicated to
works that have several variants and that include the reprints in the discussions about the editorial
system under communism and about the strategies for maintaining visibility. To approach the
rewritings, | also took into account the paratexts, prefaces, and reports produced by communist
secret police, the Securitate, that helped to nuance the writer's choices and explained the
ambivalent positions, inscribed in a constant process of negotiation between the author, editors,
and censors.

In the case of the volume Anii impotrivirii [The Years of Resistance], 1 attempted to show
that the textual recovery turns the volume into an instrumental edition. The adaptation strategy
involved a simplification of the discourse through compression, but also the attenuation of the
inflamed rhetoric and the visceral dimension that characterized the first version of the texts. At the
same time, the additions functioned as a part of endeavors intended to educate. However, the fact
that the edition renders, despite all the changes, a coherent profile of the reporter, highlights the
interplay between aesthetic and ideological dimensions, revealing both the pressures exerted by
the regime and the relaunch strategies.

Repositioning in a climate of relaxation aimed to render the complexity of the interactions
between writers and the regime starting from the shifts in literary criticism with the partial recovery
of the aesthetic. I have shown, based on the volume O suta saptezeci si cinci de minute la Mizil
[One hundred and seventy-five minutes at Mizil], that the textual reception became strategically

oriented, by emphasizing the hypostasis of the prose writer in favor of the reporter, but also by



drawing on unpublished works. At the same time, the analysis of the paratexts illustrated the way
in which Geo Bogza engages with the posture that was constructed for him, shifting the accents
from realism, with the negation of the label of "literary reportage", towards the confessional
direction. The selection of volumes for the case studies allowed the emphasis on two dimensions
of Geo Bogza's creation. First, I considered Cartea Oltului [The Book of Olt], a volume that
received significant critical attention leading to an amplification of the writer's prestige, followed
by the anthological recovery of the poetry from a mature stance. In the case of both volumes, I
also analyzed the reading grids identified in the textual reception, correlating them with strategies
of maintaining the prestige, such as awards and translations of the work. Regarding Cartea Oltului
[The Book of Olt], 1 highlighted that the text’s successive revisions, also explained by contextual
framing included in Trapez [Trapeze] or Paznic de far [The Lighthouse Keeper], produced a
gradual attenuation of the features considered relevant in the chronicles accompanying the first
edition. As for Metamorfozele poeziei [The Metamorphoses of Poetry], 1 followed the way in
which the writer reviews his literary trajectory and engages critically with a projected image. The
context of the volume's appearance, as well as the function granted by its presentation as an
anniversary volume, validated also by awards, explained the festive tone of the chronicles.
Furthermore, the publication of a volume in Yugoslavia, dedicated to an attenuated part in the
anthology Orion, was reflected in the periodicals in the country as an addition to the confirmed
prestige. The volume functioned, at the same time, as a strategy of reconversion of individual
success to legitimize the official direction. I have demonstrated, integrating the notes of the
translator from Yugoslavia, as well as Bogza's reactions, that an amplification of civic prestige
occurs, as an alternative manner of reconfiguration.

The analysis of the writer's career also took into account the connection between the
manner of writing and the symbolic position within the literary field. In Postural representations
inserted at the end of each chapter, I focused both on the postures constructed intratextually in
nonfictional and borderline texts extracted from diaries, epistolary exchanges, reports and articles,
and those that emerge from fictional texts. The first posture identified was that of the marginal
presented both as a way of sharing a collective ethos, as a sign of belonging to the avant-garde
group, and as a personal expression of rendering authenticity, also found in the identity of the
epistolary writer. At the same time, the correspondence also articulated the distinct position of the

mentor, understood according to the avant-garde relationships, characterized by polarizations and



internal tensions, which gives it an ephemeral character. Regarding the subject of the enunciation
in fictional texts, articles and reports, I emphasized the way in which stylistic choices illustrate the
inscription within a shared code and collective norms, but it also shows a particular set of
strategies. | have traced the transition from an insurgent voice that illustrates the scenography of
genius, of the damned poet, to a collective posture, constructed as (self)denunciation with an
ethical valence. The postural representations also revealed the presence of an unifying voice that
characterizes through attempts at reconciliation or (re)humanization. The avatars of the collective
voice are found in the position of the journalist who demands the need for intervention with the
same imperative of authenticity. The recovery of the marginalized and the contestation of a
fractured reality result from the coexistence of a sober tone with the polemical one oriented
towards (self)denunciations in the continuation of the demystifying approaches of the avant-garde.
Finally, I explored the ambivalent positions during communism, by moving from the hypostasis
of the “voice of the fortress”, the model writer, to that of “the lighthouse keeper” which confirms
symbolic authority, but also fictionalizations of the self, through the mythologizing of a tense
trajectory. Ambivalence as a survival technique confirmed the interplay between the political and
literary fields and the constant negotiations.

Through the aspects highlighted, the present thesis proposes, validating notable directions
from previous studies, an illumination of the parts of Geo Bogsa’s work that remained
underexplored, due to ideological constraints or editorial reasons, as well as an update by
integrating recent textual restitutions. The limited access to certain archival sources, the lack of
critical editions, but also of digital versions of the texts lead to the idea that the possibilities of

restitution of a complex and dynamic trajectory still remain open.
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