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 The doctoral thesis titled Pentecostals in Romania between Collective Memory and 

Historical Discourse. A Perspective on the Construction of Confessional Memory in Pentecostal 

Cluj (1945–2020) aims to make an original contribution to Romanian Pentecostal historiography. 

In a context of confessional writings saturated with confusions and a lack of critical rigor, "the 

production of works on the Church (religious life in general) during the communist period 

represents a challenge for Romanian historians, sociologists, and political scientists. However, this 

cannot be done through the confessionalization of research..." 1 We aim for this research to 

contribute to a better historical understanding of Pentecostalism, avoiding an excessively 

confessional approach. 

The present study joins the ranks of works that analyze how memory contributes to 

defining collective identity, especially in the case of a religious minority community. By applying 

discourse analysis, we seek to show that even through historical writing, Pentecostals—a 

denomination marginalized for a long time in Romanian public space—construct their identity. 

The concern for defining identity and finding a place in public memory is deeply linked to the 

context in which this denomination emerged and developed. The 20th century was a century of 

trials for Romanian Pentecostals, and these challenges left their mark not only on their mode of 

organization but also on how they relate to the past, narrate it, and pass it on. 

Such an approach is novel in Romanian Pentecostal historiography, as it breaks away from 

the pattern of positivist writings that treat history as a mandate to validate a pre-established truth, 

 
1 Dorin Dobrincu, „The History of the Church and the Danger of Confessionalizing Research”, in Xenopoliana, year 
VII, no. 4, 1999, p. 135. 



and instead seeks to decipher what the Pentecostal historian or believer conveys through their 

discourse. At the same time, it does not fit into the paradigm of writings about Pentecostals 

produced sterilely, with the sole purpose of offering yet another presentation of origins or the 

community—a well-represented approach already. Throughout the work, we will show that our 

endeavor nuances and complements the writings to date on the history of Romanian 

Pentecostalism. 

The thesis is structured into five chapters, arranged within a carefully designed 

methodological coherence. The study begins with Chapter I, the Theoretical and Methodological 

Framework, where we present the relevance of the topic and justify the chosen approach. We 

carefully lay the theoretical foundations of the research: the importance of discourse analysis, the 

specificity of the Pentecostal denomination as a marginal phenomenon, the theory of lived religion, 

memory studies, and the role of memory in text. After this theoretical foundation, we detail the 

working method, emphasizing the value of the interdisciplinary approach and our insider 

positioning. We explain the application of discourse analysis and how it intersects with the 

perspective of lived religion. At the end of the chapter, we clarify our approach to orality and the 

types of historical sources used. 

Chapter II, Pentecostal Historical Discourse, analyzes how official historical writing 

constructs a specific narrative about the past. In the first part of the chapter, we explore the 

Pentecostal phenomenon, tracing the main directions for defining Pentecostalism and Pentecostal 

identity as they appear in the specialist literature. An important element of our endeavor is the 

analysis of the three levels of manifestation of the phenomenon: global, national, and local 

Pentecostalism—an inductive presentation intended to outline the general framework of the 

research. The actual discourse analysis focuses on historical works written by Pentecostal authors 

and published under the institutional auspices of the Pentecostal Cult – the Apostolic Church of 

God in Romania. In parallel, we examine other related works that either reinforce or challenge this 

official discourse. The final part of the chapter dwells on how Pentecostals relate to the communist 

past. We observe that the discourse of unmasking follows a pattern also found in other evangelical 

denominations. We address questions such as: how did Pentecostals relate to the discovery of 

Security collaborators? Why did this topic generate so many controversies? And how is 

reconciliation with the communist past important for a minority denomination? 



Chapter III, Pentecostal Memorial Literature, addresses the autobiographical discourse of 

Pentecostals, focusing on how they recount their past. In the opening, we anchor the topic within 

the broader context of memory studies from the late 20th and early 21st centuries, highlighting 

how these perspectives contributed to the emergence and proliferation of memorial works in the 

Pentecostal environment. We address essential questions for the research theme: how do 

Pentecostals write their memoirs? Why do they write? Who and what motivates them to recount 

their stories? We observe the existence of specific traits in this type of writing: a particular 

chronology of the Pentecostal believer model, the insertion of biblical text into the voice of 

memory, a blending of doctrine and devotion in recounting life, and a strong presence of lived 

religion in how the past is remembered. 

Continuing, we analyze the recurring themes of Pentecostal memorial literature: 

conversion, Baptism with the Holy Spirit, miraculous experiences, and the relationship with the 

majority, other denominations, and authorities. The final part of the chapter focuses on other 

historical works akin to the memorialistic style: biographies, local and regional history writings. 

In conclusion, we reflect on how Pentecostals relate to their own historical heritage and the models 

they follow from local, national history, or Christianity as a whole. 

Chapter IV, Memory and History in the Bulletin of the Pentecostal Cult, is an extensive 

analysis of the discourse of Pentecostal memory and history reflected in the official magazine of 

the Pentecostal Cult over the period 1953–2020. Like the other chapters, we begin by placing the 

subject in context, discussing the role of religious press: its evolution, assumed functions, and 

impact on communities. 

For the period 1953–1989, the discourse analysis is accompanied by clarifications 

regarding communist censorship and regime-imposed articles. We ask: why is history rewritten, 

and how does "wooden language" affect Pentecostal religious discourse? How is the image of 

origins constructed during communism? What changes after 1989 in how historical discourse is 

formulated? A significant portion of the analysis is dedicated to how Pentecostals relate to their 

spiritual models, reflected in obituary-style articles. Through these, a certain profile of the 

Pentecostal believer is outlined. The analysis of obituaries helps us understand who is 

commemorated, how they are presented, what language and themes are used, and how the 

discourse about them evolves over time. We are interested in who receives more space, what 



gender dynamics appear in these texts, and what this tells us about the Romanian Pentecostal 

community. 

In conclusion, we propose a taxonomy of the historical articles and studies published in 

the Bulletin. We explain why we chose specific time intervals and support the analysis with 

relevant quotes. We note that, to highlight the quantitative dimension of the material as well, we 

have included the complete list of both obituaries and analyzed articles. 

Chapter V of the thesis, Faith Told: Orality, Living Memory, and Lived Religion in the 

"Betel" Pentecostal Church, Cluj-Napoca, is a case study applied to a local community founded 

at the end of the communist period. In this chapter, we explore Pentecostal orality and how 

believers construct their narrative about the past through oral history interviews. 

We open the analysis with clarifications regarding the context of the church's emergence, as well 

as how the concepts of memory, orality, and lived religion are understood and valued within this 

community. From the oral discourses emerges the dynamics of Pentecostal churches in Cluj during 

the communist regime and the limitations imposed on their official development. 

We then analyze how the emergence of the "Betel" Church is narrated, how the founders 

attribute providential significance to this foundation, and what narrative elements can complement 

or even contradict the dominant version. In the second part of the chapter, we focus on four 

recurring themes in the community's lived history: Pentecostals' relationship to elites, their 

interaction with communist authorities, conversion, and the role of the Pentecostal woman, caught 

between normative discourse and everyday practices. Through these themes, we highlight the 

specificity of lived religion in the analyzed community and how living memory becomes a channel 

for transmitting confessional identity. 

 

 The history of Pentecostals in Romania, from 1922 to the present, remains closely tied to 

the tumultuous history of the country over the last two decades. Out of 103 years of existence, 

Pentecostals spent 42 years under the communist regime. Quantitatively speaking, we can say that 

the communist period most influenced the history of Romanian Pentecostals. 

Despite state policies, the number of Pentecostals grew gradually. The communist state focused on 

"limiting the influence of religion through interventions in its activity, controlling it on three 

levels—organizational, economic, and ideological—rather than banning the church outright. It was 

a solution based on the possibility of infiltrating the religious cult, suffocating it with rules and 



mandatory regulations, subordinating it economically to the state, and brutally eliminating any 

opposition."2 

This mixture between state and religious cults had effects on how each denomination 

multiplied and organized itself. Even if we contrast the negative effects generated by the regime 

and observe that, despite them, there was growth in the number of Pentecostals, this blend could 

not help but "contaminate." Part of today's Pentecostal identity, history, and memory is a result of 

this institutional tandem between the communist state and the church. 

Pentecostal historiography has focused more on creating a Pentecostal history of the church 

that represented the hierarchy. The voice of the masses has not been heard as prominently until 

now. Through the analysis of oral history sources, religious periodicals, memorial literature, and 

other history books by Pentecostal authors, we have managed to see the "masses'" perspective on 

their own history. 

Lately, we can observe a growing interest among Pentecostal believers in their own history. 

New generations of believers seek to learn about their origins and, in this way—as we have already 

demonstrated in our work—they define themselves identity-wise through historical writing. The 

motivation for Pentecostal historical writing is complex: the need to recount the past and thus offer 

their own interpretation of events, the need to leave a spiritual legacy for future generations, the 

need to preserve a living memory of a relatively young denomination, the need to substitute 

theological works that were long overdue, etc. 

However, Romanian Pentecostal historiography, over 100 years after the emergence of this 

denomination, is still in a formative stage. Marked by the need for identity definition, Pentecostal 

historical writing is largely partisan. "Many or most studies about Romanian evangelicals are 

written by Romanian evangelicals. And many of these works remain confessionally linked. This 

is neither shocking nor necessarily harmful, and in some cases it can lead to an awareness of 

nuances that outside researchers would miss or misinterpret. Also, topics can be addressed that 

would otherwise be ignored."3 Is partisan historical writing essentially negative? "Overall, a certain 

degree of confessionalism is not necessarily negative, as researchers studying a different 

denomination from their own often produce works affected by glaring errors or unintentional 

 
2 Anca Sincan, Of Middlemen and Intermediaries: State and Church in Communist Romania, Cluj-Napoca, Cluj 
University Press, 2025, p. 16. 
3 Michelson, „The History of Romanian Evangelicals”, p. 231. 



prejudices. On the other hand, people can be blind to the prejudices of their own camp or 

excessively sensitive to perceived offenses."4 Thus, the maturation of evangelical historiography, 

including Pentecostal historiography, will be achieved when researchers cannot be accused of 

confessionalizing their research. 
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