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Summary 

  

This doctoral thesis investigates the political participation and representation of the Roma minority in 

post-communist Romania from a discursive perspective. Accordingly, it proposes a reconfiguration 

of the analytical framework: beyond votes and parliamentary seats, representation is understood as a 

symbolic struggle for visibility, legitimacy, and the definition of identity. 

 

Starting from the discrepancy between the Roma’s demographic weight and their political 

representation—primarily formal representation (via the reserved parliamentary seat)—the thesis 

highlights the decisive role of public discourses in shaping collective identity and the possibilities for 

political mobilization of this minority. It examines the tensions between exodiscourse—majority, 

political, institutional, and media discourses about Roma—and autodiscourse—discourses formulated 

by Roma political leaders, activists, and organizations about themselves, identity, and belonging. The 

aim is to explore how these two discursive–ideological levels, as well as the internal tensions of the 

autodiscourse itself where the Roma identity project remains vaguely defined, contested, or 

fragmented, interact and confront each other, producing cleavages that affect not only the Roma’s 

public image but also their capacity for collective mobilization, the coherence of the identity project, 

and the effectiveness of political representation. 

 

Two questions lie at the core of the investigation: (1) How does the exodiscourse/autodiscourse divide 

influence the Roma identity project and their political participation? and (2) How does competition 

among ethnopolitical projects affect the collective identity and mobilization capacity of this minority? 

The thesis argues that political representation is inseparable from how Roma are discursively 

represented in the public space. 

 

The contribution is relevant in today’s European political context, marked by the rise of far-right 

extremism and anti-minority—especially anti-Roma—discourses. By analyzing institutional 

(including European) discourses, those of mainstream and far-right parties, as well as Roma 

organizations, the thesis maps dominant and competing discursive regimes/practices. It shows both 

the pressure of stigmatizing discourses, which hinder not only identity affirmation but also the 
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possibility of forging a coherent ethnopolitical project, and the mobilizing potential of Roma 

autodiscourse in the struggle for visibility, recognition, and legitimate political representation. 

 

This research makes a significant contribution to the study of Roma political representation in 

Romania by focusing on the discursive–ideological dimension of representation and participation in 

the post-communist era. It employs Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)—especially van Dijk’s 

theoretical approaches and Ruth Wodak’s Discourse-Historical Approach (DHA)—within an 

interdisciplinary framework that combines linguistic analysis, political theory, and identity research. 

Through source triangulation (political speeches, documents, surveys, barometers, and media 

materials), it reconstructs the complexity of discursive regimes/practices shaping Roma 

representation. 

 

Thematically, the thesis maps the main Roma ethnopolitical projects, discussing in parallel models 

such as Nicolae Gheorghe’s transnational and civic approach, Ian Hancock’s cultural nationalism, 

initiatives that carried forward Gheorghe’s ideas—the Roma Democratic Civic Alliance and the 

Aresel Civic Platform—and other protest and anti-elitist ethnopolitical projects such as the Pakivale 

Roma Union. It valorizes Nicolae Gheorghe’s intellectual legacy and proposes a discursive re-reading 

of it against the backdrop of the current fragmentation of the Roma political movement. It also offers 

a first systematic analysis of the discourse of the Roma Party and its political program. 

 

The originality of the thesis also lies in its treatment of anti-Roma discourse in crisis contexts (e.g., 

the COVID-19 pandemic), analyzing its intersection with radical populism and the discourse of 

extremist (the Alliance for the Union of Romanians—AUR) and mainstream parties. Another 

innovative element is the examination of the ethnopolitical project advanced by the Pakivale Roma 

Union. The thesis foregrounds the emergence of an intra-group populism—protest-oriented, anti-

elitist, with essentialist concepts of Roma identity—which, while capable of mobilization, can 

exacerbate internal fragmentation. 

 

The study dedicated to the Ethnicities and Mother Tongues Nomenclature (NELM) and Roma (self-

)identification in the 2021 Population and Housing Census addresses recent and sensitive issues not 

merely as administrative or statistical processes but as discursive mechanisms for constructing, 

negotiating, and contesting ethnic identity. This analysis is both useful and practical: it offers an X-
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ray of the current state of Roma identity politics and enables an assessment—beyond public or 

institutional rhetoric—of the impact of identity and ethnopolitical projects. 

 

The thesis has a twofold practical utility: (1) it provides an analytical framework for the strategic 

reconfiguration of the Roma political movement, creating the premises for recalibrating identity and 

ethnopolitical projects; (2) it supplies relevant resources for activists, trainers, policymakers, and 

practitioners in inclusion, anti-discrimination, and political representation by mapping dominant and 

alternative discourses and deconstructing racializing and populist narratives. In this way, the research 

becomes not only a critical analysis but also a tool for civic and political intervention. 

 

The research is situated within a constructivist and interpretivist paradigm in which collective 

identities—including Roma identity—are understood as discursively constructed and continuously 

negotiated realities. It proceeds from the premise that Roma political representation must also be 

explored in relation to public discourses that shape this minority’s image and position in public and 

political space. 

 

Methodologically, the core approach is Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), with an emphasis on the 

Discourse-Historical Approach (DHA) developed by Ruth Wodak, which contextualizes discourse 

within historical and social dynamics and analyzes the discursive strategies through which identities, 

stereotypes, or justifications for exclusion are constructed. CDA is treated not as a mere method but 

as an interdisciplinary approach at the intersection of linguistics, political science, sociology, 

anthropology, and media analysis. 

 

The analysis focuses on the cleavage between autodiscourse (discourses formulated by Roma leaders) 

and exodiscourse (discourses about Roma formulated by the majority), highlighting the tensions, 

fragmentations, and strategies through which Roma ethnopolitical projects are constructed. It 

examines divergent visions of Roma identity and political participation/representation, as well as the 

internal conflicts of the autodiscourse, marked by populism, anti-elitism, and identity essentialism. 

 

The data come from a diverse corpus of texts: political speeches (in Parliament, election campaigns, 

party congresses), programmatic documents of Roma elites, parties, and organizations, media 

interviews, social-media posts, press articles, official reports, and governmental or European 
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strategies. The method of triangulation is used to articulate a rigorous analysis by combining multiple 

data sources and levels of context—linguistic, intertextual, social, and historical—thus contributing 

to a complex and more balanced understanding of the phenomenon under study; the intertextual 

analysis captures the re-use and re-signification of anti-Roma narratives in various contexts. 

 

A methodological innovation is the integration of social media as a space for analyzing spontaneous, 

unfiltered discourses, reflecting and unpacking the implicit beliefs, stereotypes, and populist strategies 

of political discourse. Particular attention is paid to crisis moments (EU accession and the legislative 

initiative to call Roma “ţigani,” the COVID-19 pandemic, elections) in which discourses about Roma 

radicalize and are instrumentalized politically. 

 

Methodologically, because CDA—the thesis’s central approach—is interpretive and does not follow 

a standardized procedure, it entails an acknowledged researcher subjectivity alongside its valuable 

insights into mechanisms of symbolic and ideological power. To mitigate these limits, the thesis 

employs methodological and contextual triangulation (texts, historical contexts, multiple sources); 

nevertheless, representativeness constraints remain inherent. The study does not aim to map 

exhaustively all discourses about Roma in Romania’s public space; rather, it strategically selects 

episodes, contexts, and relevant discourses, analyzed through the lens of tensions between 

autodiscourse and exodiscourse. Their selection is justified by their ideological, political, and 

symbolic impact, but does not allow empirical generalizations. Another important limitation stems 

from the lack of sociological field research on Roma electoral behavior—statistical and electoral data 

are used only contextually, to anchor the discursive analysis. As CDA research, the thesis does not 

pursue absolute neutrality—on the contrary, it adopts a critical and engaged stance toward (auto/exo) 

discourses that reproduce inequality and stigmatization. Thus, the work offers not only a diagnosis 

but also a strategic reflection tool for recalibrating ethnopolitical projects and supporting more 

inclusive forms of representation. 

 

The thesis demonstrates that political and public discourse about Roma plays a decisive role in shaping 

political representation, and that tensions between external and internal discourses, together with the 

identity fragmentation of Roma ethnopolitical projects, contribute to weakening collective 

mobilization capacity. The comparative study of visions articulated by Nicolae Gheorghe, the Roma 
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Party, the Pakivale Roma Union, and the Aresel platform allows the identification of discursive 

obstacles that hinder the formulation of a coherent identity and political consensus. 

 

Exodiscourse—i.e., discourse formulated by majority political actors, institutions, and the mass media 

about Roma—is often stigmatizing, marked by stereotypes, ambivalence, and opportunism, and 

adapts to electoral or geopolitical contexts. Especially in moments of crisis such as the COVID-19 

pandemic, exodiscourse radicalizes into hate speech with ethnonationalist and populist accents. The 

thesis maps the actors and strategies involved, showing how anti-Roma discourses are used as tools 

of electoral mobilization and for consolidating majority identity in opposition to the Roma “other.” 

 

It also highlights the discursive instability of both Roma and non-Roma political elites, who adjust 

messages according to audience and circumstance. This discursive opportunism—particularly in 

exodiscourse—calls into question the authenticity of commitments to Roma inclusion, delegitimizes 

political leaders, weakens the potential for political alliances, and perpetuates inequalities. 

 

The conclusions emphasize that the future of Roma political representation depends on the ability to 

build internal alliances based on solidarity and inclusion, as well as credible external partnerships—

especially with majority parties and leaders who validate and assume the Roma cause in the public 

space. The thesis thus provides a valuable analytical framework for critical reflection, the development 

of ethnopolitical strategies, and the formulation of inclusion policies grounded in recognition and 

discursive justice. 
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