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Literature devoted to the condition of women is enormous, both in breadth, number of 

approaches and viewpoints. There are sociological visions that talk about the position of women 

in the social organization, about the differences in treatment between men and women in society, 

philosophical descriptions about what a "woman" means, based on the relationship between its 

role in the world (the values and requirements imposed by the surroundings), and what the 

subject at hand is actually proposing, the psychological approaches. They attempt to define the 

"feminine" character and moral traits, the consequences of the interaction between the individual 

as owner of this type of character and social group, statistical approaches based on the two 

composite indexes: the human development (lifespan) and the participation in the decision 

making process (especially the economic process) - both reflecting gender differences. There are 

also the legal approaches aimed at various legislative forms of discrimination on grounds of 

gender, economical approaches that focus on issues such as access to resources, payment and the 

exercise of power at the workplace, imbalances caused in certain employment sectors and 

occupations dominated by one sex or the other. Last but not least, borderline approaches, like 

career theories that appeal to all the fields of science, from biology to mathematics, that attempt 

to structure model-type discriminations, either willingly or not, in intellectual development and 

professions by women as long as motherhood is regarded as a disability.  

 Romanian historiographical approaches, timid and sporadic in the second half of the 

twentieth century, especially in the 70s, when the new communist party politics that encourage 

scientific approaches must still be guided by ideological precepts of the moment (Paraschiva 

Câncea, Stana Buzatu, Ecaterina Deliman, Elena Dunăreanu, Gall Erno, Elena Georgescu, Ana 

Gluvacov, Stela Iancu, Eugenia Glodariu), multiply explosively during the 1990-2010 period. 

Almost a terra incognita for Romanian historiography, the history of women becomes one of the 

most generous research areas through the multitude of issues and details that can and should be 

pursued: daily life, political involvement, social role, emancipation, personalities and so on. 

These prove the partiality of previous studies showing bias for large part of the population, 

focusing exclusively on men as the sole creators and actors of the historical event. Even when 

references are made to "society" - a non-sexist concept – the self-image has masculine 

connotations. The authors of gender studies believe that a good part of the history of the last two 

centuries needs to be revised, a time when the collective consciousness was well influenced by 

the mass-media, due to the possibility of image thinking, obvious or implied, even through a 



logic of images, more complex and yet more accessible than notional thinking. The average age 

of political democracy is necessary to access a common historical discourse, regardless of 

educational or linguistic differences. Sources are a major problem. Heterogeneous and extremely 

small (insignificant documents, mentioning women in an ocean of data on men, statistically 

mixed formulas like "elders, women and children") make the research extremely difficult. In 

"Search for Lost Time", the historical recovery attempts call large numbers of researchers that, in 

the absence of previous approaches that would have made a sturdy path to study, become real 

archaeologists of the problem, so that the majority of the intended reference works are actually 

volumes of treated subjects, resembling some collections of articles, without diminishing their 

importance. Such are the works "About women and their history in Romania", coordinated by 

Alin Ciupală, "Daily life in communism", volume coordinated by Adrian Neculau, "Women in 

Communist Romania", coordinated by Liliana Olteanu, or the proceedings arising from Cluj: 

Feminine presence “Studies on women in Romania" and "The Status of Women in Romania in 

the twentieth century".  The recovery of valuable sources regarding Romanian feminist actions is 

made by Stefania Mihailescu in her two anthologies of texts on the history of Romanian 

feminism, as well as Ghizela Cosma‘s work, "Women and Politics in Romania". Also important 

bibliographic sources for the study of the condition of women in Transylvania are the works 

regarding the history of women in Hungary, and Hungarian historiography is also generous in 

this aspect. The powerful Budapest Central European University Center of gender studies 

published after 1990 reference works on women's history regarding the state, social movements, 

transnational organizations, socialism and communism, economic development, war and 

violence, national history and nationalism. Andréa Peto, a professor at the University of Miskolc, 

author of "Nohistoriak" and editor of a large volume devoted to women in Central and Eastern 

Europe; Acad. Dr. Keri Katalin with her work covering both the situation of women, their 

educational paths and female figures; Anna Fabri, editor of an anthology of articles concerning 

the feminist issue; Beata Nagy, Susan Zimmerman and Lajos Orosz - Hungarian feminist 

scholars - are just a few names of the group that was bent on the issue.   

 Using the same type of sources such as the above-mentioned authors (archives, official 

documents, legislation, programs and textbooks, correspondence, published or preserved diaries 

and memoirs in manuscript form, press articles, radio and television, works of art, literature and 

cinema, politically suggested speeches and articles, literature teachings, etc.), this thesis tries to 



go beyond women's access to education in Transylvania, as to how it is viewed, encouraged or, 

conversely, formally or informally prevented from approaching the way on how the end result of 

the endeavors of intellectual emancipation are accepted, appreciated, rejected or integrated by 

society.          

 Analyzing discourse and trying to assign it to the collective mind, the paper 

acknowledges some limitations in its own right. The territory in which the research is carried out 

is full of facts and ideas that require it to adapt using the proper tools. However, at one end of the 

territory, consensus, even though relative, uncertain or problematic, manages to rescue that 

research. The more it is prepared to dismantle the general consent of the phenomenon, to assess 

the equilibrium relationship of forces, to describe the agreed upon circumstances of independent 

habits, the more it proves to be unable to realize its own consensus. The analysis of the factors 

and factions results in the dispelling of the idea that there could be a general consent over any 

theory about the need and purpose of female education. The idea that in some cases the 

anonymous crowd speaks as one, unanimous voice is a utopia, as a direct approach proves 

otherwise. As long as individuals rarely say "I" without being forced, but take refuge in the "us", 

the research has nothing to do with a given body of ideas, but a troubled consensus. When found, 

the consensus is always a suspect of not being spontaneous enough or hiding its power and 

abuses, but when absent, it is still theoretically invoked as a guideline to which these actions 

should be terminated.          

 Looking back on these two centuries of ideas and facts that derive from them is both 

retrospective and prospective, because the past speech contains the promise of the future - the 

process of defining the intellectual history of women is based not on essence, as wrongly stated, 

but on struggle - it establishes itself not only to a small extent as heritage, but plans the legacy 

ahead of the past with the intention to deny it. As this paper talks about a process that is ongoing, 

its findings can be applied only to chapters apparently exhausted, because it is wrong to 

extrapolate an imprecise habit and rally in advance to the idea of a humanity reconciled on the 

subject, as long as its future identity can’t be known. 

 

 

 



Education and Society 

The Nineteenth century proposes an idealized image of women with the young ones of 

the Victorian era subject to an education aimed primarily at their future role as wives. The 

English model of Queen Victoria is an example, entirely devoted to the education of her 

children, and is pervasive throughout the European domain, with her bourgeois moral behavior 

being the exception to the aristocratic "cold" rule between parent and offspring. The Industrial 

Revolution brings to the forefront an evolving social class, townhouse par excellence, which 

considers the financial prosperity as a sacred right. With wealth becoming the basic interest of 

the middle class, the good social reputation is maintained through an austerity which leaves no 

room for sentiment. Because home is the refuge that strengthens the family unit consisting of 

parents and children, where the individual is respected and soul is purified and where valences 

for education are granted, the switch from rigid and authoritarian aristocratic education is made 

to an education of manners based on affection. Through this condition and tenderness, mothers 

tend to raise their girls at home because in such an environment the longed for warmth and 

modesty can be developed. The ladies’ education comes from the immutable intentions of the 

divinity, which created Eve different from Adam, with the feminine essence being defined 

through the qualities of women’s nature. As long as vigor, intelligence and authority are assigned 

to males, it is expected for the women to be passive, obedient and devoted. Knowledge must be 

dedicated to their future role as mothers, and the focus is on the science of life, behavior, markets 

and entertainment arts.         

 There are always exceptions to a rule. Personalism, early, but officially undefined in the 

nineteenth century, is inferred by some of the Transylvanian intellectuals which, tied to Kantian 

thinking, join the idea that “the person” is the supreme value and recognize, encompassing both 

genders, that human existence is based on a plurality of spiritual beings endowed with the 

attributes of personality and subordinated to divinity. Families of clergy, teachers and officials 

renounce the canons through which intellectual activities, considered masculine, are prohibited 

for women, whose education should have a purely practical and utilitarian purpose. In the 

intellectual families, young women’s access to their parents’ libraries, participation in the 

research activities of their fathers or brothers, gradually transform them into women who enjoy 

the intellectual recognition of the others. 



Self-taught from the start, women like Zsófia Torma, whose archeological and 

ethnographical studies were at the time well known in the scientific world (fact proven by a rich 

correspondence - over three hundred letters, with brand names such as Heinrich Schliemann, 

Edward Sayce, F. Haverfield, Julius Jung, Edward Krause, Albert Voss, M. Munch, Paul 

Reinecke and Johannes Ranke) and are valued even today, or Luise Gottschling, professor and 

chief meteorologist at the Sibiu meteorological station between 1918 and 1947, begin their 

careers with their parents, flourishing afterwards through their own research, originally published 

in magazines and then branded as independent scientific works. We also mention Maria Cuntan, 

Constanta Hodos, Gulácsy Irene, Mária Berde Julianne, Anna Schuller-Schullerus, Gerda Miess, 

Elena Popea or Schullerus Trude, who open the "doll house" door and confront society through 

writings or plastic works, engraving themselves as female pioneers in the collective 

consciousness of Transylvanian intellectual production. 

 

Education for women in Transylvania 

The Great War causes a major pause in the social order, with the chance of new jobs for 

women. The experience of freedom, awareness of their capabilities and economic independence 

gives women new individual and collective ways of learning. In the '30s, women's access to 

secondary schools and even higher education increases considerably. However, despite the 

image of emancipated woman, symbolized with short hair and manly, despite obtaining the right 

to vote and access to university, little changed in the daily life for the majority of women, and the 

housewife ideal persisted, even though many had a workplace. Interwar Romania opposed both 

to the American and the Soviet model of emancipation. However, Nazism emphasized male 

dominance in society, giving examples of proposed plans for a certain anti-modernism and anti-

feminism. Their vision provides women a political means of expression, for the sole purpose of 

organizing their domestic sphere. The advantage of learning with practical purpose, dedicated to 

women in interwar Romania, made it possible, at the end of the Second World War, with the 

establishment of the communist vision, for the girl’s education to be less affected than that of the 

boys. When the collision between the economist's training plan model of "homo economicus" 

and the humanist's "homo humanus" occurred, it was decided to that young people would be 

prepared for economic life at the expense of the spiritual one, the idea of the perfect piece 



integrated into the social mechanism, prevailing over the harmonious development of the 

individual. The utilitarian education, useful to social insertion, is preferred to the "uninterested“ 

education, with the integrative social and economic one considered to be of more importance 

than individual emancipation, ergo the intellectual and cultural issues. The '60s brought a new 

way of approaching the problem by transforming the production-based education, designing 

denominations in various ways: full training, work school, polytechnic university, workshop, 

labor education, industrial education, etc. The middle of 7
th

 decade brings, from the political 

sphere, through powerful sociological research, the implementation of the concept of "worker-

intellectual" - as a "part of the new working class". It's about “highly qualified workers”: 

engineers, sub-engineers, physicists, IT specialists, etc. Although of double origin - from 

production and from university - the osmosis of the two social categories is sought and their 

annexation is forced with the perception of the working class. 

 

Conclusions 

Central to contemporary theories of speech, the discourse enjoys an impressive number 

of definitions, depending on in which paradigm of social science theory it works. Currently used 

in critical theory, sociology, linguistics, social psychology and many other areas, speech is often 

left undefined, as are its multiple meanings which are part of common knowledge. Because the 

focus is mainly on the negotiation and change of words and expressions during social 

interactions, the study of language can provide a central role to critical discourse, demonstrating 

how language microstructures relate to the macro-social genre. As long as meanings are socially 

constructed, they reflect the views of the dominant group - how linguistic forms are invested 

with meaning in discourse is a process of social conditioning. The male speech, traditionally 

characterized, in the collective mentality, by logic and coherence, is highlighted for its ability to 

address more abstract thinking. Also by tradition, the speech of women is associated with a 

language of emotions by avoiding any abstract theories. The first rule is for the exterior - public 

life, unknown persons - while the second is destined for the private domain - family and friends, 

people you know - to which affection is not simulated. Identification plays a leading role in 

shaping the adolescents’ intellectual personality and gender, undoubtedly facilitating social 

communication and educational activities. The sample which could be identified and, above all, 



emotional maturity, shall have the greatest significance in this instance. Co-education needs to be 

approved before it exists. In the general opinion the absence of formal educational testing arises, 

even to an experimental basis, and the lack of work that has a scientifically positive character, so 

that mental processing is done in an abstract way, clearly inspired by considerations priori 

psychological, moral, mostly political and social, neglecting to take into account the particular 

cases of countries where this type of training had succeeded.    

 The atmosphere of academic freedom set in Transylvania after the Great War states that 

creating an ideal education based on free development of the child’s faculties should go hand in 

hand with the teacher’s free initiative. A mixture problem is actually an indicator of a much 

larger crisis of social relations within the school and the general organization of educational 

systems. There is a special position for those who call upon not on the biological nature of man 

but on his intellect - co-education gives pupils and teachers the opportunity to acquire learning 

skills and intellectual faculties for both sexes, through fair competition, and teaches young 

people to appreciate the special qualities of both sexes, not just the natural ones. Although 

differences are recognized, co-education tends to increase the ability to provide mutual support. 

Hence the radical idea of the right of individuals to become what they want to become, freeing 

all individuals, boys and girls, from the domination and submission code of the separatist regime.

 As Jules Simone said in 1864, "whoever holds school holds the true forces of the future."
1
 

The study and analysis of education and learning environments for women, as well as responses 

to various measures coming from society and the political body, the study of practical experience 

implemented in the village and town schools of all grades, prove the difference between different 

discussion forums at local, regional and national levels and the real practices. The real elitism, 

more obvious in men’s instruction, becomes, by changing the gender receptor, a "democratic 

elitism", a combination of democratic attitudes and, at the same time, defends the secondary and 

higher education of the emerging female elite. Initial differences in perception of the role and 

status of women in society, containment of material, and the pedagogical discourse which 

considers the woman and the man to be intellectually apart, crowd and sharpen at the turn of the 

century, together with the necessary conditions for the implementation of free education. A look 

outside the legislative process proves that education policy makers are still forced to develop a 

government reform of the "step by step “principle. Apparently chaotic, the principle of freedom 

                                                           
1
 Simone, Jules Francois, L'Ecole, Paris, Hachette et. Comp., 1881, p.4 



of women's education is arbitrarily adopted and applied, the lack of a coherent vision of the 

phenomenon being demonstrated by the excessive resistance reactions of some men who will 

forever sustain a society unprepared for change.      

 Even until after World War II outside observation gives a feeling of a sort of barricade 

that doesn’t split the feminist mentality from the "retrograde" traditionalist society, but instead 

discerns, in fact, a great divergence of views between educated men and women. It’s not society 

as a whole that is reluctant, but rather intellectuals, or most of them, who feel somehow 

threatened - they use the influence they have in slowing a process that is historically underway. 

Observations made by someone "outside" of Transylvania, like Adela Xenopol, reveal the 

emancipation tendency of the masses through education, highlighting the fact that reluctance is 

not a general phenomenon. The phenomenon of rejection is revealed, however, when some 

members of the intellectual elite, supporters of elitism, accept the educated women only as an 

exotic look, but blame the "dilution" of the social and cultural status through mass access of girls 

in schools and intellectual professions: “We have girls, only girls, school girls, (...), student 

girls."
2
            

 A close look on girls education shows the abruptness with which all decisions are taken 

within, proof that all prior consultations on different decisions or changes produce endless 

discussions, often sterile, so that, pressed by the passage of time, the political factor is often 

decided on the spot, adjusting rules and programs as things develop - actions which determine 

the existence of a tangled legislation in education. Therefore, for two centuries, successive 

generations of students do not go through cycles of education in school-based programs similar 

to those of their forerunner.         

 After two millennia of critical external glances over their intellectual condition, women 

seek to recover, within just two centuries, through self-analysis and justification, a position, if 

not dominant, at least non-dominant.        

 Their path initiatives are similar to Alice in Wonderland - beyond the Mirror an absurd 

world is revealed at first, with large and small doors, seemingly insurmountable, which she 

gradually learns to open; with flowers that can talk, but not allowed to do so unless spoken to, 

with male characters always ready to start a war, forgetting that they are actually twins - which 

she manages to reconcile, proving to disprove sources of conflict; with rituals and repetitive 

                                                           
2
 Ionescu, Eugen, Literatura fetelor, în Viaţa literară, nr. 2/ 20 mai – 5 iunie 1935 



speeches so well rooted that suspend time - they shatter through the logic of common sense; with 

white queens (of reason) and red ones (of passion) - who she manages to reconcile and 

communicate; with many intersections and roads that can lead somewhere or not - and learn how 

to choose the right ones, towering or, conversely, decreasing, depending on the decisions taken 

in the face of options.          

 Like Alice, the daily refugee who does not seem satisfied in the dream world (school), 

the woman finds that the dream is still life and returns to family and friends, apparently the same 

and yet different – traveled, enriched with experiences and wisdom, gaining a new attitude of 

respect from the others.         

 It is argued that feminism turns to deconstruction to dismantle and recompose the image 

that society has brought about women. Through education, however, the woman is the one who 

acquires the ability (so far regarded as a divine right) to decompose and recompose the world 

through her reason. 
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