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The Roman Catholic Diocese of Satu Mare, from its establishment in 1804 until the 

fall of the communist regime in 1989, went through several stages of consolidation in 

terms of its structure and composition. In this process, major historical and political 

events, both internal and external, of the 20th century played a crucial role. Each of the 

bishops and substitute ordinaries who led the Diocese contributed to the development and 

organization of religious life within the historical realities of their time. 

The clergy who served in the parishes of the Archdeaconry of Maramureș during the 

first half of the 20th century had to endure the hardships of an era marked by poverty and 

continuous instability. Daily life was a constant struggle for survival, and priests not only 

faced material deprivation but also pressure from local authorities, which, rather than 

offering support, often exacerbated their difficulties. Moreover, by the late 1930s, priests 

had to carry out their pastoral duties in an environment marked by arrests and persecution. 

The years of war that followed required them to be true shepherds, protecting and 

supporting their communities. Despite these hardships, their faith in God and their 

awareness of their mission became their anchor of resilience, strengthening the spiritual 

unity and hope of the communities they served. 

The anti-Catholic measures of the late 1940s profoundly affected the religious life of 

the Diocese. The oppressive and persecutory policies resulted in the forced domicile of 

Bishop János Scheffler in Baia de Criș, his subsequent arrest, and the persecution or 

imprisonment of clergy members, from Substitute Ordinary Lajos Czumbel to parish 

priests, chaplains, and seminarians who remained loyal to the Holy See. Out of the 71 

priests of the Diocese of Satu Mare, 19 were imprisoned, and Bishop János Scheffler died 

in prison. 

This study, using personal files compiled by the former Securitate (secret police), 

focuses on the fates of 25 priests who served in the Archdeaconry of Maramureș. Ten 
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portraits depict priests who, due to their steadfast commitment to the diocesan leadership, 

became targets of political police surveillance. They were monitored under files labeled as 

the "Roman Catholic problem," the "evasion problem," or the "Hungarian national 

irredentist (Roman Catholic) problem." These priests were under surveillance for "hostile 

actions against the USSR," suspected "clandestine courier activities" between the Diocese 

of Alba Iulia and Satu Mare, their support for former Greek Catholic believers, or their 

refusal to accept the creation of a national Roman Catholic Church. From the mid-1960s 

onward, the Securitate intensified its focus on monitoring clerical activities, particularly 

youth catechesis, the "character and nature" of sermons delivered from the pulpit, and 

"suspicious relations with foreign entities." 

Another ten brief profiles detail the experiences of priests, from Substitute Ordinary 

Lajos Czumbel to parish priests, chaplains, and seminarians, who endured communist 

imprisonment. Branded as "inconvenient adversaries," they were subjected to 

interrogations about diocesan priest networks, relationships with priests in Subcarpathian 

Ukraine, attitudes toward the Movement of Priests for Peace, or their spiritual assistance 

to Greek Catholics. They were tried individually or in groups for offenses such as public 

incitement, conspiracy against social order, high treason, or insubordination, resulting in 

various prison sentences or forced labor camp internments. Upon their release into 

"communist freedom," they remained under Securitate surveillance, always at risk of re-

arrest. 

The state's demand to control the activities of the Roman Catholic Church in 

Romania was also enforced through the creation of an extensive informant network, used 

as a strategy to monitor, intimidate, and suppress opposition within the Church. In the 

Diocese of Satu Mare, the Securitate recruited informants from both the laity to monitor 

clergy and from among the priests to oversee both parishioners and fellow clerics. This 

study presents the cases of five diocesan priests who collaborated with the Securitate. 

Some were coerced into collaboration through blackmail with compromising materials, 

while others, convinced of the "preventive" role of the Securitate, chose to actively 

support this structure out of loyalty. The information they provided allowed the political 

police to monitor clerical morale at the parish and deanery levels and to track individuals 

with "connections to the West." Some priests failed to provide valuable intelligence and 

were eventually discarded - such as one who lost credibility among both clergy and 



 3 

believers -while others were reactivated when needed. A few remained active informants 

until the regime's fall in December 1989. 

By presenting and analyzing the fates of 25 priests who suffered in various ways 

under the communist regime, this study demonstrates that their strength of character 

empowered them to continue their pastoral mission within their communities. The 

intelligence gathered by the Securitate enabled the state to exert control over religious life 

in the Archdeaconry of Maramureș and, by extension, the Diocese of Satu Mare. 

This research not only illustrates how the clergy, despite lifelong harassment, maintained 

their identity, religious values, and loyalty to the Church, but also provides an insight into 

the life of the Diocese of Satu Mare during the communist period. These biographies and 

case files are not just personal histories - they serve as a lasting memory of clerics who, as 

servants of God, remained human among humans, fully aware of their calling and 

mission. 
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